
A Service of the Word for use on the Third Sundays

Grace, mercy and peace  
from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you

All and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.
All Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Hymn

Prayers during this time
(one of the following prayers or something similar) 

     Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy 
     in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
     Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
     and lift up all who are brought low; 
     that we may rejoice in your comfort knowing 
     that nothing can separate us 
     from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
you taught us to love our neighbour, 
and to care for those in need as if we were caring for you. 
In this time of anxiety, give us strength to comfort the fearful, 
to tend the sick, and to assure the isolated 
of our love, and your love, for your name’s sake. Amen. 

God of compassion, 
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation. 
In their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; 
in their darkness, be their light; 
through him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reigns with you in glory, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Prayers of Penitence
Jesus says, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’  
So let us turn away from our sin and turn to Christ, 
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

All Lord God, we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us  
and restore to us the joy of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

May the Father of all mercies 
cleanse you from your sins, 
and restore you in his image  
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

We say together Gloria in Excelsis  (or the choir will sing another suitable song)

All Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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¶  The Liturgy of the Word

Collect - set prayer for the day

Readings 

Sermon/Guest Speaker slot

The Creed
All I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

¶  Prayers of Intercession

And at the end
Merciful Father,

All accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

!  3



The Lord’s Prayer
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Hymn

¶  Conclusion

Blessing
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.

All Amen.

Go in the peace of Christ.
All Thanks be to God.
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