
 
 

At last, the sun is shining and all around me I am 
hearing people say that summer is finally here! 
So, put on those shorts and sandals and head to the 
shops to buy ice-cream. This is what we have been 
waiting for in that mostly wet May and cold June; the 
sun has arrived and with it perhaps an appetite for 
positive thinking. (As I write this, at the end of June, I 
am hopeful the sunshine will continue into July but if 
it’s wet when you read this … I apologize and suggest 
that we all go out and buy sun lamps!) 
  

We marked the Summer Solstice on 20 June and so 
right now the northern hemisphere is just soaking up 

all that fierce, intense, 
electrifying, invigorating, 
exhilarating energy. That 
means there is an absolute 
abundance of that rich, 
fiery goodness available to 
you and me to soak up as w 
ell. We can use that energy 
to inspire us, to uplift us, to 

motivate us. To light our inner fires. It’s interesting 
how the sun does lift our mood, bringing the 
brightness from outside into our homes, so that even 
if we are unable to leave our houses, we still share in 
the experience. For those of us who are still able to get 
out, the sun encourages us to explore our gardens and 
surrounding countryside.  
 

The abundance of food, energy and light at this time 

of year can mean that some of us have a harder time 
sleeping at night. It can be difficult to switch off and 
we may find ourselves over-stretching ourselves. 
Therefore we somehow need to keep a balance of rest 
with our activity and allow ourselves those  much-
needed power naps. We need to give time to be still, 
to receive and to enjoy the goodness we see and feel.  
 
 

 
We need to notice the inward journeys in ourselves 
from Spring to Summer and to give time to reflect on 
our emotional and spiritual states.  
 

For me the ultimate source of light and energy is God. 
Sister sun was created by God and I am reminded of 
Lamentations 3 verses 22-23 which is certainly a 
favourite Bible passage this season.  
 

22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
      his mercies never come to an end; 
23  they are new every morning; 
       great is your faithfulness. 
 

Basking in the sunshine is wonderful when it happens, 
but British weather is forever changing and we can’t 
always rely upon it. God’s love, though, is a more 
reliable source. There is 
an equivalence between 
gaining strength from 
the rays of the sun, as I 
sit in the sunshine and 
letting the love of God 
pour over me. God’s 
love never ceases, the sun can be hidden by clouds and 
our moods are fragile but Divine love is steadfast and 
faithful. 
 

God of light and love: when we look at the beauty of a 
world basking in bright sunlight, help us to remember 
that your love pours over us,  just as the sun shines on 
the world. Energise us, inspire us and teach us the 
value of following the rhythms of your world. Amen. 
                                                                   Blessings, Skye 
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Welcome to St Nicholas & St Thomas. 

Further details can be found on our website  - 

stnicholasmarston.org.uk  

Or call the office on 01865 580354.  

On Wednesdays at 9:30am we have Holy 

Communion at St Nicholas Church. 

Sunday 7th - Trinity 6 

10am - All Together Service with Holy Communion with Worship band at St Nicholas 

Church. Lunch together in the Parish Hall at 12noon  

6pm - BCP Evensong at St Nicholas Church 

Sunday 14th - Trinity 7

8am BCP Communion Service at St Nicholas Church 

10am Holy Communion Service at St Nicholas Church LIVE streamed. 

6pm - BCP Evening Prayer at St Nicholas Church 

Sunday 21st - Trinity 8 

8am BCP Communion Service at St Nicholas Church. 

10am CW Morning Prayer at St Nicholas Church 

10am Messy Church in St Nicholas Church Hall 

Sunday 28th - Trinity 9 

8am BCP Communion Service at St Nicholas Church 

10am Holy Communion Service at St Nicholas Church LIVE streamed 

10am Holy Communion at St Thomas in Elsfield 

A Church For Everyone 
St  Nicholas Church has joined I nclusive Church Net work.

BENEFICE OF MARSTON & ELSFIELD



What to quote in July?   
maggie and milly and molly and may  
by e.e. cummings 
 

maggie and milly and molly and may 
went down to the beach (to play one day) 
 

and maggie discovered a shell that sang 
so sweetly she couldn't remember her troubles, and 
 

milly befriended a stranded star 
whose rays five languid fingers were; 
 

and molly was chased by a horrible thing 
which raced sideways while blowing bubbles: and 
 

may came home with a smooth round stone 
as small as a world and as large as alone. 
 

For whatever we lose (like a you or a me) 
it's always ourselves we find in the sea 

 

Nature notes: What to see and hear in July? 
July is a great month for spotting butterflies and 
moths. These important pollinators are in decline and 
need our help. One way to help them is to garden in a 
more wildlife friendly way. Here are some ideas: grow 
nectar-rich flowers such as evening primrose, lavender 
and marjoram (these can also be grown in pots); let 

plants die back at the end of the summer - they 
provide a home for caterpillars and chrysalises; leave 
an untended patch for wildlife to enjoy; provide water, 
a large saucer or two will help. Finally, you could take 
part in the Big Butterfly Count which runs from 11 July 
to 4 August:  
https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/ 
 

What not to cook in July? 
Tiramisu 
Ingredients 
200ml double cream 
250g mascarpone cheese 
175g sponge finger biscuits 
70g castor sugar 
150ml strong cooled coffee 
20ml Amaretto or Coffee cocktail drink ( optional) 
40g unsweetened cocoa powder 
 
 

Method 
Find a square or oblong dish which is the same size as 
half the biscuits. You can cut them to size. Make the 
coffee and leave to cool. Thoroughly mx the sugar and 
mascarpone cheese together. Whip the double cream 
and fold it into the cheese mixture a little at a time. In 

a separate dish mix the coffee 
and Amaretto/cocktail drink 
together  and then dip half the 
sponge fingers for 1-2 seconds 
each before placing them in a 
single layer in your dish. Spread 
half the cheese mixture evenly 

over the sponge fingers. Then repeat. Place in the 
fridge for at least 2 hours and when ready to serve 
sprinkle cocoa powder over the top.   

 

WI 
Our next WI meeting will be on Tuesday 9 July at 
7.30pm in St Nicholas Church Hall, Elsfield Road, Old 
Marston. Our speaker will be Carol Anderson, telling 
us about the Ascott Martyrs: a group of indomitable 
women from the village of Ascott-under-Wychwood 
and their struggle for justice. Cake and tea/coffee will 
be served after the talk.  New members are welcome 
and their first visit is free.  
Save the date: on 14 September we shall be hosting a 
Cream Tea event in aid of charity. More details to 
follow. Website: marstonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk 
 

Coffee Pot 
Coffee Pot will meet in the Church Hall on Mon 15 July 
from 10.30am to 12 noon.  We welcome all those who 
have been bereaved and any who would like to meet 
others. Please contact Eileen Palayiwa on 01865 
725423 for further details. 
 

Lunch Club  
Lunch Club will be on Friday 26 July. All are welcome! 
Ring Debbie on 01865 580354 to book your place. 
 

Old Marston library children's bookclub 
We are looking  for fun-loving volunteers to help with 
their children's book club. It runs on the first Monday 
of the month, 4.15-5.15pm, Mortimer Hall, for 7 - 11 
year olds. If you would can help, then please get in 
touch. Phone: 01865 726823 
Email: old.marston@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 

Our Northway & Marston Community Kitchen  
is looking for volunteer cooks. Could you spare a few 
hours on a Wednesday 11am-4pm to help keep our 
local community kitchen running? We need people 
to  chop veg, wash up and serve. You would also learn 
how to make a range of dishes from around the 
world and be able to gain a Hygiene Certificate Level 
2. We serve good food on Wed 1pm - 4pm. Free/Pay 
as you Feel. 
hello@marstoncommunitygardening.org.uk 
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Home Library Service 
Would you like to borrow library books but are unable 
to visit the library any reason?  The Home Library 
Service is run from Oxfordshire County Council and 
serves 900 customers throughout the county.  
How it works 
Contact us to discuss the kind of books (large/regular 
print) DVDs, audio books on CD, Music CD or DVDs that 
you like to read or enjoy.  We can then arrange for a 
library volunteer to deliver these to you in your home.  
Our volunteers are DBS checked, wear an 
identification badge and provide a helpful, friendly 

service.  Whenever possible we try and arrange for the 
same volunteer to visit you each time.  Your library 
materials will be delivered and collected every 3 
weeks.  The Home Library Service is free of charge and 
there are no fines for requests or late returns. 
How to register 
To register for this service or for further information 
telephone the Home Library Service on 01865 810259 
or email homelibraryservice@oxfordshire.gov.uk. 
 

Old Marston Charities Trust 
This a small local charity that helps the local 
community by giving small grants to those in extreme 
need, lacking even basic necessities. The charity 
started after the Civil War when the king gave a grant 
of coal to the people of Marston to compensate the 
parish for the trees which had been cut down during 
the conflict. Over the centuries it has merged with 
other local charities and become Old Marston Charites 
Trust (registered charity number 202785). It derives 
most of its income from the rent of a local field. 
 

The charity is managed by a committee of volunteers 
and trustees who meet several times a year. You can 
find out more about the charity on their web page: 
https://www.oldmarston-pc.gov.uk/old-marston-
charities-trust/ You can contact us: 01865 203139 or 
clerk@oldmarston-pc.gov.uk 
 
 
 

 

Music Scholarships in Oxford 
For the academic year 2024-25 the Cathedral Singers 
of Christ Church Oxford are holding auditions for a  
Junior Organ Scholar and two Choral Scholarships 
(SATB), offering the chance to play or sing at a high 
level and gain valuable experience in choral music. 
These are aimed at sixth-form students or those on 
pre-university gap years. Applications close on 12 July  
and auditions will take place on 20 July. For further 
information email the Director, Hilary Punnett, 
at hilary.punnett@chch.ox.ac.uk or go to the website 
at cathedralsingers.org.uk 
 

Oxfordshire Army Cadets - Headington detachment 
Kate MacArthur runs an Army Cadet Unit in 
Headington. It is an organisation that works with 
young people between 12 and 18. Young people have 
the opportunity to gain life skills and qualifications 
such as First Aid at work, BTECs and Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards. Although they wear uniform and learn 
military skills they are not a recruiter for the armed 
forces. To find out more about them go to their 
website Oxfordshire Army Cadets | Army Cadets UK 
 

Summer Garden Open Days 2024 CPRE Oxfordshire 
£10 per head - teas available - donations welcome. Go 
to www.cpreoxon.org.uk to book places. 
Sat 6 July 2.30-5pm Coopers and Woolstone Lodge 
Two wonderful gardens, within walking distance of 
each other, together offering topiary, herbaceous 
borders, wild garden, vegetable garden, rock garden, 
stream and open views across countryside and White 
Horse Hill. 
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Please note that the Giving Garage is now open again. 
The Sesi Refill hub remains closed until further notice 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Programme for 2024 
stnicholasmarston.org.uk  

Sunday Feb 25th 6pm - Talk: What is in a name: 

knowledge & naming of birds. Andy Gosler  

Sunday April 21st 10am - Short Celtic Service 

followed by help at the Allotments  

Saturday May 4th 6am - Bird Walk 
followed by breakfast  

Sunday June 30th 10am - Short Celtic Service 

followed by Wildlife Walk 

Sunday Sept 29th 10am - Short Celtic Service 

followed by Litter Picking 

 Outdoor activities are weather permitting 

Short Celtic gatherings will be held in the memorial garden with 
chairs provided.  

GREEN CHURCH 

THE GIVING GARAGE 
Marston Eco Hub -  0X3 0PR 

OPEN EVERY SATURDAY 
Pick up or drop of f FREE plant pots, vases, mugs, 

wellies and other garden/ household  items, 
and BORROW garden equipment 

(rakes & spades, ladders, st r immers, wheelbar rows,  
lawn mowers, leaf blowers, bike rack etc), 

Further details email Skye: joskso@yahoo.co.uk  
or call 01865 202988 

MARSTON COMMUNITY 
LARDER  

  

Along wit h a few 
essent ial items 

t here will be  
f resh produce  

(bread & veg, f ruit 
etc) f rom Oxford Food Hub.  

Any lef t will be moved into t he 
SESI refill area 

M arston Communit y Larder is 
supported  

by Old M arston Char it y Trust 

9-11am 

Please save 31 August. For one night only  
the Elsfield Players will be presenting  
Fawlty Towers (The Hotel Inspectors) 
at 7.30pm in St Thomas church, Elsfield. 
Tickets are £5: under 15s are free. 
Email adam.smyth@ell.ox.ac.uk to  
reserve your seats! 
 

adam.smyth@ell.ox.ac.uk


  

Saturday 6th July 2024

11am-2pm

Mortimer Hall, Oxford Road
Old Marston

Artisan baker, pottery, crafts, food,

local produce, pre-school open day

Bring cash & card
Supported by Old Marston Parish Council

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Raymund Road, Marston, Oxford OX3 0FS 

 

 

   Homemade Crafts & Gifts 

   Personalised items. Leather handbags 

   Jewellery, Candles, crochet, notebooks, 

   Keyrings.  And so much more! 

    

 

If you wish to book a table or two,                

Please contact Brenda on 07557 271 326 

Email:  bmundy@meadowbrookcollege.org 
Tables (Large) £10 each, two £15. 

 

 

 

Sunday 7th July 2024 

1.00pm – 4.00 pm 



Bellringers' report - July 2024 
Following the recent passing of our friend and ringer 
Andy Dunn, we were saddened to learn that two other 
ringers, Kate Crennell and Ron Burgess, the Tower 
Captains of All Saints, Chilton and St Mary’s, Kidlington 
respectively, have also passed within the past month. 
Both highly respected ringers, they were always on-
hand for ringing and in their honour many quarter 
peals have been rung across the area. St Nicholas’ 
contributions were on 26 May (24 method variations) 
for Kate and 9 June (21 method variations) for Ron. 
In lighter news, many of our ringers have joined others 
for a plethora of quarter peals throughout the branch, 
as well as supporting ringing at other churches for 
their fetes, which has been followed by partaking in a 
cake or two. The latest daytime practice at 
Bletchingdon has seen a greater number of Minor 
methods being attempted and a great number in 
attendance. 
We’re often asked by visitors whether anything can go 
wrong in ringing – usually the big question is ‘Will the 
rope take me up into the ceiling?’ Unlikely at Marston 
(we’re actually one of the best towers to learn at). 
That’s not to say things don’t happen, and typically it 
took place on the occasion of honouring D-Day. Our 
tenor bell rope frayed 10 minutes into the ring and was 
put out of action as a result. No injuries sustained. Not 
to be outdone, a swift restart occurred and 10 method 
variations were rung with the remaining five bells. 
If you fancy the challenge of ringing with us, do pop 
along on a Friday or contact us and we’ll answer 
questions beforehand.                                                Roy     
                                                                                                             
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Marston Parish Council report for June 
At the May PC meeting there were no objections to 
planning applications from Ibstock, 1 Pond Lane, 6 
Oxford Road, 30 Elms Drive, 50 Raymund Road. The PC 
raised various concerns to applications from 14 Salford 
Road, 22 Raymund Road and Colthorn Farm.  
 

Oxford CC has advised that applications from 82 
Arlington Drive, 1 Fairfax Avenue, 3 Little Acreage, 95 
Oxford Road and 52 Oxford Road have been approved, 
while those from 27 Marsh Lane, 44 Arlington Drive 
and 14 Beechey Avenue were refused. The application 
for 1A Mill Lane has been withdrawn. 
 

The traffic survey has been carried out and the PC will 
be reviewing the findings. There were some issues of 
vandalism with the equipment which didn’t help the 
collection of valuable data. 
 

Dr Peter Williams stood down from the PC after the 
June meeting. Peter has been a parish councillor since 
October 2011 and a valuable part of the council and 
resident of Old Marston. Everyone on the PC wishes 
Peter well for the future and hope to see him at a 
future meeting as a member of the public. 
 

At the annual parishioners meeting in May several 
issues raised concerned antisocial behaviour, 
vandalism and the overgrown and dangerous grass 
verges within the parish amongst other concerns. All 
the issues raised will be discussed in the relevant 
committee meetings and any proposals brought to the 
full council for consideration. 
 

The next meeting will be on Monday 1 July at 7pm in 
the Mortimer Hall. 
 

The clerk, Tim Cann, can be contacted by phone 
(203139) Mon to Wed from 9am until 1pm.  
Otherwise a message can be left or emailed via: 
clerk@oldmarston-pc.gov.uk  
For information and agendas go to www.oldmarston-
pc.gov.uk, Facebook or Twitter. A complete record of 
minutes of all PC meetings can be found on its website: 
https://www.oldmarston-pc.gov.uk 
 
Donations to St Nicholas church 
If you have enjoyed reading this magazine - if any 
information it gives proves useful to you - please 
consider making a donation. If you have an 
attachment to St Nicholas - the ancient centre of our 
parish - help towards its upkeep would be very much 
appreciated. We can claim Gift Aid of 25% on any 
donation up to £30 when you use this QR code. 
 

mailto:clerk@oldmarston-pc.gov.uk
https://www.oldmarston-pc.gov.uk/


  
Trade Directory 

Architectural services for Planning Permissions/ Building Regulations 
Digby Architectural: 4 Broughton Close ………………………………07979 756918 
Bakery: a weekly collection service. Contact baker@paindemain.co.uk 
Bathroom installation, plumber, glazier, tiler 
Roger G Turner.........................................................................07914 925757 
Building/Builders Services 
     Colin Simpson: High Class painting, decorating and coving etc: 
  10 Dent’s Close OX3 0NP ................................................ 01865 742842 
 Trevor Dines: No job too small - plumbing, complete bathrooms 
  from fitting a door to building an extension. Free estimates.  
  8, Raymund Road  ............................. ....01865 452851,  07889 263140 
 Daniel Kelly: Painting and decorating services:  ................. 07917 607949 
Cleaning Carpets & Upholstery 
 Grimebusters: Quality carpet, rug & upholstery cleaning at competitive 
   rates. Free estimates ...................................................... 01865 726983 
Complementary Medicine 
    Oxford Therapies: pain relief, stress, management & more 
     www.oxford-therapies.com................................................07913 503257 
 Oxford Reflexology: relaxation, stress-relief and rebalance 
  www.oxfordreflexology.co.uk.........................................07726 312719                                                              
Dog grooming in your own home by Tania (NVQ level 3) 
       20 Harlow Way, Oxford OX3 0QS………………………………….07877 183281 
Electricians 
 Brian Turner: Registered NICEIC domestic installer ........... 01865 728729 
  All work guaranteed 33, Salford Road  ........................... 07538 382683 
    ............................................brian.r.turner@ntlworld.com 
 Craig Holloway Electrical Ltd:  ...............................................  07868 706392 
                                                          .............. enquiries@craigholloway.co.uk 
Elderly wellbeing  
  Foot Clinic 
 Oxfordshire Foot Clinic: We provide fast & efficient foot treatments, 
  including nail cutting and corn/callus removal. We visit you at home. 
  Appointments ................................................................  07742 964282  
Funeral Directors 
     C S Boswell Independent funeral services…………….…………01865 553737  
 Homewood Funerals (Family-owned and managed) 
          14 Cherwell Drive, Marston OX3 4LY ………………………..01865 570000 
Garden & small machinery service/repair…….taylordannyuk@yahoo.co.uk 
Danny Taylor, 5 Ouseley Close, Marston OX3 0JS…………….…07796 573319 
Hair and Beauty 
  Fiona's Hair Salon:  
  Salford Road, Old Marston OX3 0RX  ............................. 01865 241632 
Home decluttering & organising: Marie Kondo certified…….  07877 183281 
Monumental Mason 
 Reeves Memorials: New memorials, removal for burials, added  
  inscriptions & renovations.  
  147A Magdalen Rd, Oxford. OX4 1RL ............................. 01865 251231 
Plumbing, Heating & Gas 
Lemarsh Building Services – plumbing and heating 
      22 Marsh Lane……………………………………….........................07710 390980 
S. J. Moore: Installation and servicing for all gas appliances. 
  Gas Safe Reg. 146337. 
  76, Arlington Drive................................01865 724037, 07970 470176 
Tree Surgery, Fruit Tree Pruning 
 R. Timms: 80 Oxford Road ................................................. .01865 244608 
Window Cleaning - MRF Window Cleaning Services 
 Mick Fry: 37, Green Hill Oxford OX4 7UD. Fully insured member of the 

 Federation of Master Window Cleaners ..  01865 777889, 07887 515168 
               

Parish Organisations 

Allotments Associations 
 Court Place Farm, Boults Lane. Chair: Jane Wilson                                                           
 Sunday mornings 9-10.30am...............shed.cpf-allotments@gmail.com 
 Mill Lane  Chairman: Dr. M. Unkovskaya .................... 07771 702548 
   Treasurer Dana Vlad ………………………………..07919 493580 
   Secretary Christine Mitchell  ...................... 07789 991051 
Baby and Toddler Club Weds 9.30-11.30 term time in Parish Hall 
 Gill Hale, 64 Arlington Drive ............................................... 01865 248260 
Bellringers: 
 Practice Friday 7.15pm Learners welcome 
 Hugh Deam, Tower Captain................................................ 01865 247574 
     Roy Peach, Secretary……………………………………………….…….07788 746157 
Choirs and Musicians at St Nicholas 
 Junior Choir, SATB Choir, Music Group 
 Practices at various times. 
 Neil Barker…………………………..musicdirector@stnicholasmarston.org.uk 
Coffee Pot 
 Coffee morning, monthly, Monday 
 Eileen Palayiwa, 27 Ouseley Close  ................................... ..01865 725423 
Rainbow, Brownie, Guide and Ranger Units  
 Evenings throughout the week. ............. Adult volunteers as well as girls 
                                                                                                                 welcomed! 
 District Commissioner, Lesley Dentry,................................ 07765 418067 
Leisure: 
 OXSRAD Sports and Leisure Centre, 
 Court Place Farm, Marsh Lane. .......................................... 01865 741336 
Library (next to Mortimer Hall) opening hours 
 Tuesday 2-5pm; 5.30-7pm 
 Thursday 2-5pm; 5.30-7pm  
 Friday 10-12noon; 2-5pm 
 Saturday 9.30-12.30pm ............................................ .01865 726823 

Hedena Health Medical Centre. ............................................  01865 597023 
Marston Community Gardening 
 Alistair Morris ……………………………………………………………….. 01865 724081 
 Kate Robinson ……………………………………………………….……… 01865 766620 
Marston Saints Football Club 
Andy Winchester (Treasurer).............................................www.msfc.org.uk 
Mortimer Hall (Village Hall) 
 Chris Crane, 2 Raymund Road ........................................... .01865 727995 
Oxford City Council (Marston Representatives) 
 Mary Clarkson, 8 Dunstan Road, Oxford OX3 9BY ............. 01865 751493 
 Alistair Morris, 55 Arlington Drive, Oxford OX3 OSJ…………07804 847285 
Oxfordshire County Council (Marston Representative) 
 Mark Lygo   ..................................................................  07765 665 726 
Oxford Preservation Trust 
 10 Turn Again Lane, Oxford OX1 1QL.................................01865 242918 
Parentline 
 Confidential helpline for parents....................................... .01865 726600 
Parish Council 
 Parish Clerk: Tim Cann, 8 Nicholas Avenue ........................ 01865 203139 
 (Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm) 
 Chairman: Duncan Hatfield …………………………………………….07706 998224 
Pre-school at Mortimer Hall 
 open 9 sessions a week ...................................................... 07818 236348 
Royal British Legion Club Hall: 
 Steward  .................................................................... 01865 243991 
Schools 
 Friends of St Nicholas School............................................. .01865 242838 
Scouts — 43rd Oxford (St. Nicholas) Scout Group, Boults Lane 
Group Scout Leader, Tim Greaves…………… tim.greaves@keble.oxon.org 
Beaver Scout Leader, Sue Springett  ....................................... 01865 251515 
Cub Scout Leader, Matthew Kennedy....matthew.kennedy500@gmail.com   
Scouts Leader, Linda Phillips  ................................................. .07804 925705  
St. Nicholas Church Hall and Committee Room 
 Debbie Bailey, Parish Office................................................ 01865 580354 
Women’s Institute 
    Meetings at 7.30 second Tue of each month - new members welcome! 

President, Judy Young ……................. marstonwi@oxfordshirewi.co.uk 
 
 

 

 

             

Copy deadline for September’s (print) 
issue is Thursday 15 August 
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