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foIy dear Friends,

My wife joins me in wishing you all every happiness and God's richest
blessings upon you in this New Year.

I have deliberately given this letier "second place" in this month's copy
of the Marston News because I wart to make sure that everyone will make
a point of reading all about our new Ma[ston News which I hope to publish
ne-xt month. Whether I publish it next month or the next will depend- on
how quickly the club seiretaries and tradesmen respond to my appeal -please do all you can to hustle them on!

goes: "No Closs, No Crown".

But one principal reason rvhy so many people find it so hard to keep
their faith live and militant, is that they try and keep it to tlrmselvcs and
do nothing in the way of active service for Christ and His Church. There
is one piece of active work. of simply vital work, which an1' membel of
our owi church of St. Nicholas can take on right now. and that is to be
a Magazine Distributor.

port of the Church and its s1aff.

Please pray and think
tion: "Why shouldn't I b
your services either 1o Mi
undertaken by old and 1o
active service" for our Lor
which are formed, far exceed the price paid.

I must close with a word of thanks to the few who have faithfully
carried on this work during these past few ycars; and say how much I hope
they will be willing to continue this vital work in this conring year. assuring
them that reinforcements are on the way.

A text for the New Year: "forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus". (Pftil. 3: 13.)

Your sincere friend and Vicar,

Lpsrre Wnrcnr.



Holy Baptism.
"We receive this child into ihe congregation of Christ's flock ";

but where is the congregation? Baptism is one of the most momentous
occasions in a person's 1ife, wherebi, we are actually received into Christ's
own Family; yet all too often Baotism is a small "hide in the corner" affair
with no more than a dozen or :o witnesses to this great event.

The Reformers cleariy intended that Baptism should take place: "when
the most number of people come together . . . either immediately after the
last Lesson at Morning Prayer, or else immediately after the last Lesson at
Evening Prayer". In actual fact it is practically impossible to baptize
during Morning or Evening Prayer, as it. would make the service too long
for most people.

Nevertheless in order to help people, and especially parents and god-
parents, to realise what a tremendous thing it is that they are undertaking
in bringing their children to ttris Hcly Sacrament, Baptism services will in
future only take place on the fourth Sunday cf the month, in order to
assemble a good sized congregation. The service itself will be a choral one
and a short sermon will be preached.

Parents wishing to have their children baptized, are asked to give the
Vicar sufficient rvarning in order that he may visit them and go over the
Service with them.

Godparents, Please make every effort to secure godly godparents, who
are regular worshippers, and who realize what a serious responsibility they
are taking upon themselves in undertaking to be godparents.

Uhristian Unity,
Chrislian clisunity is one of the stumbling-blocks which hinders many

sincere people frorn becoming Christians. The sad thing is that so many
Chlistians don't seem to care about this anyhow. Yet if we do not care
about this, if we are not concemed about fulfiJling Christ's prayer "that they
may be one". then it is not likel-v that we shal1 be gladly received into His
Kingdom, for He came and died with the purpose of making us one.

Each year. towards the end of January, the churches of the world unite
in prayer for Unity. under the sponsorship of the World Council of
Chrirches. This year the Week of Prayer for Christiun Unity will be from
1Sth to 25th January, 1958.

Your attention is dlawn to the following meetings in connection with
the Week of Prayer:-

Tueso.qv, 21st J.txu,lnv, at 8.15 p.m.
A public meeting in the Town HaIl, Oxford

PRAYING FOR UNITY
Chairman : The BishoP of Oxford

Speakers: Bishop Anthony Bloom (Orthodox)
Dom Bede Winslow (Roman Catholic)
Rev. Denis Marsh (C. of E.)
Rev. Geoffrey Beck (Congregationalist)

Tuesolv, 28th J,tuurnv. at 8.15 P.m.
Regent's Park College
ANY QUESTIONS?

A brains trust on Christian UnitY.

Prayers for Christian Unity wi)l be said daily from 18th to 24th January
in Christ Church Cathedral from 1.45 to 2'0 p.m.



"Received into the Congregation of Christ's flock".
10 Nov. Nicola Carrington

Melvin John Lee
Michael Geoffrey Waddle

l7 Nov. LYnne Kidd
I Dec. Beverley Jane Beat

Richard John Lord
Michael David Lord

8 Dec. David Mark Brown
Heather Ann Quarterman

"Those whom God hath ioined together".
2 Nov. John Heath and Patricia Ann Beeks.

"Unto God's gracious mercy we commit them".
29 Nov. Walter George Haynes. Aged 81.
4 Dec. Rlchard Walter Atkinson. Aged 81.
7 Dec. Frederick Charles Gordge. Aged 72'

CALEN DA R

January 2. 8 p.m. B ers-Vicarage'--.' 3. 1.45 p.m. and Young Wives' Christmas
Part

5. SECOND CHRISTMAS.
8.15 a.m. and 12.15 p.m. Holy Communion.
11.0 a.m. Morning PraYer.
6.30 p.m. Evening PraYer.

6, FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY.
7.30 a.m. HolY Communion.

7. 2.45 P.m. Pram S
9. 8. 0 p.m. Bible S catage..

11. 3. 0 f.m. Young ty-Primary School'
12. FIRST SUNDAY

8.15 a.m. and 7'30 p.m. Holy Communion.
11.0 a.m. Morning PraYer.
6.30 p.m.
'7.a5 b.m. ting. Travel Talk by Mrs.

HarI
8. 0 p.m. Yers-- Vic-a-rage'
SECOND PIPHANY.
8.15 a.m. Holy Communion'
ll.0 a.m. Morning PraYer.
6.io n.m. Evenine Praver.
S.iS i.- Open Meeting on Christian Unity-Oxford Town

Hall.
8. 0 p.m. Bible Study and Prayers-Vicaragc.
THIIID SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY.
8.15 a.m. HolY Communion.
11.0 a.m. Morning PraYer.
4. 0 p.m. HolY BaPtism.
6 10 n.m. Evening Praver.
;1\ ;.i. Motheis' Union. Talk by Mrs. Vernon on Watch

'and Social Work of the M.U. -Reading Room'
7.45 o.m. Young Wives. Visit to Therm House.
8. 0 b.m. Bible-Study and Prayers. Vicarage.
3. 0 'p.m. SundaY School PartY.
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