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ST. NICHOLAS CI-iURCH 
- OLD MARSTON

SERVICES.

Sundays. Holy Communion g.l5 a.m.
also on First Sund.ay of the month 12 noon,
also on Second Sunday of the month 7.30 ;.m.,.Tj1*^_{rayer Il.0 a.m. (Sunday School iu.t.rgSermon).

t"ttilr"j:n"ot 3.0 p.m. ar Otd Marsron Secondary

pathfinder Bible Classes_
Boys and Girls : 10.15 a.m., Church Hall.

Evening prayer 6.30 p.m.
Saints, Days. Hr:ly Comm,r.rioo a, announced.rroty Bapdlm. F;.,h S;;"d"y';ih: monrh at 4.0 p.m.Notice must be givln.

^___ I"l, Matrimony. Banns to be given in at the Vicarage.CHURCH ORGANISATIONS I 
"I,TrNrrXCS.

Discussion Group. A[ welcoire.'^Tir.rory. at g p.m.Mothers, Union. Fourth Tuesday of .r.i, month in tlie ChurchHall at 2.45 p.m. a.urrrlr ul Lrle unur(

Yotrng Wives. Alternate Wednesdays in tle Church Hall atat 7.45 p.m.
Pathfinders. Each Friday (Girls) in the church Harr at 5.30p.m. onwards.

Tuesdays (Boys) in the Church Hall at 6.30 p.m.Cubs. $(/ednesdays in the Church Halt at 6 p.m.Scouts. Thursdays 
ir*fr*. Church Hall at 7.15 p.m.

Or.".'O\.ourr.lTlr*.*,*rner, M.A., il Elsfietd Rd., Otd Marston.

8fl il"f;,.*"il']'i::"?:,'j#lihf, *:fl?hlJ.Ht,"liT;..,*".0
Mr. B, G. Oliver, 13 Jack Straws Lane, N. MarsronSecretary of p.C.C" : Mrs. Harlow.

Verger : Mrs. Brain, Cranmer, Elsfield Road, Old Marston.
_The Vicar would be Clrl:f:l for notification of any parishionerswho are sick, or *ho woirta l;k; ;;##T:';,,



Vith sincere good wishes,

My Dcar Friendr.

MARSTON VICARAGE.
OXFORD.

SERVICES IN ST. NICHOLAS' CHURCHS zoth. 6.30 p.m. CANDLE AND CAROL SERVTCE.C 11.30 p.m. Holy Communion with hymns and shoit

a.m., 8.15 a.m. and Noon, HOLY COMMUN-
Service.
ndar at back of magazine).

11.30 p.m., Watchnight Service.

CHURCH NEWS

ov ';,,T.",T,:'filHb::lhiJi, ?iJ#fftnJLtr jT:::
to r furure. The first Enrolment Service wi.ll be heldon h, during Evening Service.
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lso meer on Fridays from 5.3C p.m. laccording ro age) forother handierafts,-games, ancl cireers' ralks.

Many children lrow at
Secondary Modern School
forward to help, as r,r.ell a.s
considerable time-Mrs. B
A. Green and I(. Mason.
l0 years.

A^rlington Drive, Cheiwell park, Cav_
Crescents, Haynes Road and Srff*a

eil Avenue, Rippington Drive,
Ciose.

Recrea_
Drive.
ts Lane,

\)7e
tiful vai o (besides arranging a bearr_
finance has bee-n responsible for the
Holmes over the past -yeais. Mrs.
her wilii are mosr grateful to her frtr
. would also 

.tike 
to thank all who helpeC in the collect_

i:t 
,s rlo:nes. This came to Lli rr.-0i::,;ri;-";;:.3

Con

o er 3rd (Thuisday) at 7 J0f
the candldares and vyelcome thern

n rhe Chu,ch Hal.l afrerwards. wh_,h
knovr our new members rn"* i"iiv "

icitolas, and this year our patron:rl
w,he;i aii those who trave Ueen-co"_' ai the g.15 a.m. Service-

d which may be placed on

er, 1959. A peal of
hls. and 38 mins.,

3. Nicholas J. Mar_

nite<J 1{a;icas Da,y.

ic in rhe Ch::rch Ftrall on the aftei._are asked ro be kinci enough-ai.J



HOME WORDS

Driving and striving rvith restless feet,
All night long thro' the narrow street)
Camels, caravans, men and mules,
Jostiing together, scholars, foois,
'fhe portly rich with swaggering tread,
'fhe arrogant, and the underled;
With angry tumult, shout and cry,
The heedless wor'ld went hurrying by;
And nobody noticed the stable poor,
Or the glimmering light thro' the

broken door:
And of all the busy bustling throng,
Only the shepherds heard the song,

In a Maruger Laid

That nrght on the hills ol Bethlehem.
'Glad tidings of great jo-v'-to them
And ro the labouling earih Goodrvill,
And Percc shone out serene and still,
Like a white stal above the d.in;
'I-lre rvise mcn bowed and r'ntered in.***
I like to think thc door was q,ide
And little children ran insiCc,
That (lhristrnas morn)-Io see, lvhere

lay
God's Wonder on e bed of [rav.

Rrx F. Hoprs

\1'l

J rrlr\' a{laa-1 rra.
*JEur
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The Christmas
Challenge

IJv 'I'ur Il r Rtr u I{. L lloo.or
fori_\lxRr,y llrsnoe or SrLxrs,snrur.

o+*

O Ii., ;""rliH'. 
n 

" T.,'ff .::,v Christmas," which not infre-
quenll-v appears in hotel advertise_
menrs tou,ards Christmas, suggcsring
people should quit their olr,n homei
to celebrate Christmas r,,r.,ithout anv
trouble elser+'herc. Here thc emphasis
lies obviousll' on the seculai and
marerial aspects, which are increasingly
and mainl5r associated with the Sacred
Season.

Thus the rruth that the Heavcnlv
Farher in thc fulness of rimc presentei
to the w,orld His Son to be the Saviour.
of mankind is obscured and tends to be
lost sight of. Christmas cards of all
kinds and shapes, adorned with
wonderful pictures of dogs and cats
and a varietl' of orher subjecrs, somc-
times of a ribald naturcr take the
place of the presentation of that
wonder of wonders, the Child in the
Manger Cradle ar Bethlehem, with
all He is and came to do.

Christmas is usually regarded as a
trme to remember the poor, out of
respect for Him w-ho found no room
in the Inn at Bethlehem that first
Christrnas night. But the sad thing
is that too often there is no room
found for Him in many of the philan-
throphic hearts Hc came ro seek and
to save. Fireworks and crackers are
exploded for fun, but the fact that
in the stillness of that Christmas
night the heavens lvere rcnded bv
God out of His sheer love for man,
is frequently ignored.

Many look forward to turkey and
plum pudding, and all the food and
games and drink of the so-called
traditional Christmas, but arc un_
mindful of Him W'ho is thc Bread
of Life, failing to welcomc Him at
the Holy Comrnunion, or only doing
so becausc the midnight servicc suits
their convenience and saves them the
self-disciplinc of an r'arl1, risc.

We are not meant to cscherv all
these accompanirnents of the tradi-
tional Christmas and be cheerless,
for joy is an esscntial ingredient of the
Christian life, but our attirude and
acceptance of then-r should not be
allowed ro hinder us from the recol-
lection of the great rruths which
Christmas hcralds. Thesc should help
us to consecrate our use of secular
and material things in the service of
God and to His unending glor,v.

Christmas is not just a public
holida_v, but a Hol1.. Day w.hich
wltnesses to the stupendous fact
that the Etelnal God took direct
action in the vuorld, and through the
birth of His Onl-v Begotten Son gave
to man his one true hope and securitv
here and hereafter. Christmas testi-

come into His own in the end.

another: 
birth.

)',

earth- 
ball-the

Thar sin had cast au.a1 .

O Comrades, let us one and all
loin in-to ger Him back hir

ball."
r73



The Heavens opened anrl I saw
the great God Himself . . .

Handel and the " Messiah "

*

Wfflf,rrli#=tr'*,i
one asked a young choirboy of All
*saints, Margaret Street.

"But we don't sing to the congre-
gation," replied the boy.

How George Frederic Handel
rvould have iiked that! For from
all we know of this great composer
who died 2oo years ago, in t759, it
is clear that he shared this chorister,s

GARTH CHRISTlA]V

belief that the purposc oi music in
worship is to honour Gol. And,
therefore, onlv our bcst is good
entrugh.

Only the best. That might u,ell
have been the motto of this big,
jovial churchman, son of a celebrated
barber-surgcon in the German town
of Halle, tvhose musi.c pr-ompted rhe
ever-generous Bcethoven to call him
"tb.c grcatest composer who cver
lived."



Yet in this past year, as choits all
over Britain heeded the plea of the
Royal School of Church Music that
his works should be heard in church,
there must have been manY PeoPIe
who began to appreciate the reasons
for Beethovcn's judgement. Indeed,
to hear the famous ciroirs of Yorkshire
or tbe Potteries sing the "Messiah,"
with its dramatic unfolding of the
events leading up to and succecding
the firSt Christmas DaY, can be a

proiound spiritual experience that
leaves one wondering: "What manner
of man was Handel ? How did the
'N4.essiah' come to be written ?"

It is easier to ask these questions
than to ans['er them. Over-much
speculation and plain f'ancy have
ciouded like a mist the good name of
the composer, and onlY now are we
beginning to separate the fact liom
thc fiction.

According to tradition, Handel's
father loathed music. Only through
the siient hours of the night was his
son able to practlse-on a clavichord,
smuggled into a garret \'"'hile the famil,v
werc slceping. Always quick to turn
diffculties into opportunities, the
young Handcl worked hard at his
music and, at the age of 17, became
organist of the Calvinist Cathedral
at Halle. Yct he had bcen educated
at a Lutheran grammar school.

It is from his mother's clerical
ance stors tl-rat he maY well have
inherited his remarkable gifts, and
she probably encouragcd the Young
musician to make the best use of his
talents. Three years in ItalY, the
home of good music, ProlbundlY
influenced his life. "He came here
a German, but he leaves us an ltalian,"
said a friend. Soon, in t726, he
became a naturaliscd Englishman.

Londoners liked him. Bluff, even
brusque on occasions, though often
amusing, he r.r'as a big man in more
ways tllan one, a loYal triend and a

generous critic. Twice everY daY

he is said to have spent a period alone
in silent prayer, and SundaY bY Sun-
da5, 1r. worshipped in the parish
church of St. George's, Flanover
Square.

It was tl-ris strong religious faith,
no doubt, w-hich gave him the power
to triumph in his frequent struggles
against failure and ill-health. Though
assured of a Royal pension as music
master to the Princess Amelia, the
failure of several operas reduced him
to acute povert.v. He knew well the
pain of disappointment and distress
caused by indifference and neglect.
"I rvas sorry to see the audience so

insipid, tasteless . . . and unkind as

not to give the poor man the benent
of applause," wrote Lady Shaftes-
bury, after a performance of t'Alex-
ander's Feast".

Nor did his somewhat uncouth
ways improve matters. He went to
tea with Sir Hans Sloane, founder
of the Btitish Museum, and allowed
a buttered muffin to fall uPon one
of his books which it stained. "I
offered my best aPologies," com-
plairred Handel, "but the o1d miser
would not have done with it. Muflrn
and butter! Ah, mein Gott, I said
to mvself 'That is the rub-it is the
butter'"-which it was, though not
for the reason Handel suPPosed'

Strengthened and sustained bY thc
power of prayer, Handel rePeatedlY
turned near disaster into triumPh,
w'orking in feverish bursts of inspira-
tion to compose oratonos, concertos)
operas and anthems that remain
full of glorious life for cvery genera-
t10n.

Then on August 22, r74r' k.is
frieods observed the great man,
though threatened with ParalYsis,
w'orking with imrnense eoergy on a

ne\1' score. Hour after hour, Pages
of new music tumbled to the floor.
Had the hours of patient, persevering
prayer, the slow yieiding of soul and
mind to Christ been a PreParation

r80



for this moment ? For nolv as the

"Messiah" lvas wtitten, it was as if
he iived through the events of the
fi.rst Christmas and its sequel, the
first Good FridaY and Easter Da1''

"The Heavens oPened and I saw

the great God Himself." rWithin

three weeks the "Messiah" was writ-
ten) a wonderful blending of noble
poetry and splendid music which rvas

to leave listeners in every age con-
vinced that "Here sPake the Lord "

"Ladies are earnestly requested not
to wear hoops," pleaded thc organiscrs
of the first performaoce in Dublin'
The plea was obeYed and 7oo PeoPle
crowded into the hal1, to leave the
composer's favourite charities richer
by d4oo.

In the years which followed, an

Chichester Cothedrol Choristers rehearsing Corols

annual pcrformancc \\ras given in aid

of Captain Coram's Foundling Hos-
pital, of rvhich Handel rvas a Governor'
Then io 1759 the composer) though
blind, conducted a Performance al
Covent Garden tilat proved too great

a strain on 1-ris ailing bod1. He
fainted, ,,r'as carrieC ro bcd and died
on April 14, on the cve of Eastcr
f)av. "ln l-ris cnaracier," \vrotc a

fiiend, "there was nothing rlean
he',r,as Lberal even rvhcn hc lvas poor'
anl rcmembcrl(l Ills tor:r-e : t t ienl'
rvhen he rvas ri.ch " For harl

not God been gentlous io him and

to all mcn-appearirrg on earill ar rhe

first Clhristmastrde ?

Handel, the man and hls mustc,

owed rnore than words can e\Prcss

to that supremc evcnt.

Phrt.r ite Trmes

!



o Faithful Service

;-s \X'etheral Churchyard rnear Carlisle)
I is rn olJ rombstonc erecrcd to the
memory of John Hodgson, who clied
July roth. r8o4, after 53 vears'service
as Parish Clerk. Embodied in his epi-
taph on the stone is the following:
"During his long term of oflice, he lvas
never absent lrom a service, had atlended
at 5ror3 baptisms, 4,699 t-unerals and
z,rrz w'eddings and had served under 53minrsters."-Rtv. F. W. Hrc<rrNc
(rJ7lrrrrru*, CARLTsLE).

Wellingtonian Wartior

"Flemy Butterworth, Esquire, a Magi-
strate for the County of Lancaster, born
r8rh March, 1783, died 8th June, rg6o
at Heybrook) Rochdale. Fomerly a
Lieutenant in the 3znd Regimeni of
Foot and was engaged il the Battles of
Rolica, Vimiera, Salmanca, Talavera,
Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Orthes md
Waterloo." 'fhe old fashion for record-
ing the occupation of the deceased was
follor.ed in many cases and in St. John,s
graveyard lie an iron-lbunder, tin plare
worker, stonemason, farmer, machinist,
weaver, apparitor and butcher.-M.H.
(Rocrrnerr).

Church Notes
and Views

o
Wooden Spire

-1rur graccrul shingle spire of !flest
I Hoarhly Church is characteristic of

Sussex. The shingies are thin .slates' of
wood, usually oak, and are cleft, not sam.-fhey are sti11 made, although cleavers
are not easv to find norvadays. The
shrngles last about roo years.

A Slight Mistake

-nHe lare Dean Burgon ol'Chrchesrer
I rvas norcd for his love ot children.

On one occasion he acccptcd rn inviration
to a Children's Christmas parry. "Don,t
wait," he said to the maid rvho opened
the front door to him. "I'11 amounce
myself." The maid retired and as the
Dean, removed his great coat he saw
on the floor a tiger skin rug. Ile
picked it up, wrapped it romd him and
roaring loudly, crawled on all fours into
a room whencc came the sound of
voices. 'fo his surprise his entrance
was greeted with petfect silence, and
when he looked up he found himself
in the prescnce of two shocked and horri-
fied old ladies, sitting by the fire, having
their tea. He had come to the wrong
house!-Mtss F. M. BALLARD (Wonrs-
ING).

TO OUR READERS
w

phot
ont
every paragraph without a photograph.
Entries should be sent ro: The Ediior,
rr, Ludgate Square, London, E,C.4.



HoIy Night
luls s'underful Iittlc scenc als.ar.s
I a\l,alt s us as \\'c ( ome ro celcbratc

Holy Communion on Christmas Eve
at the Parish Church ol St. Peter and Sr.
Paul, Vrincanlon. Somerset. 'I-he en-
closcd photo I rook last Chrisrmas Evc.
Cynlr E. NlARrrN (VTNCA\rO\'.

Stained Glass Pig
D IGS are not comm,,n in Enqlish sraincJ
I glass- bur a prg is unc r,t rhc svmhuls
of St. Anthonv and an examplc mav bc
seen in a church *,indou'at \\'inscoml)c.
North Somcrsct. Thc pig \\ !'rr: x bcll. St.
Anthony (ofPadua) rvas a lover ol animajs:
born at I-isbon in rr9-s, hc cnrcrcd the
OrdcrofSt. Francis and rravelle.l rhrough
manv lands.-P. Str,plrsxs (-\Ir\EHEAD,.

Halter Devil Chapcl
la\LAIMhD as rhc snull(st ol thc cstab-
\-rlishcri chur'ltcs, I{aher Devil Chapcl.
near Mugginton, f)crb1,shire, has a
curious histor! 1,, cxplain it. srrangc
nmc

'lhc storl gocs that F-rancis Brorln.
farmcr, dccided onc stormv nighr. *.hile
undcr thc- influence of drink, to rjdc to
Dcrby r milcs au'a]'. His u'ilc's Lrrot.'sts
onlv drcu' forth the rcmark, "Ridc I \\ill
even if I havc to haltcr thc Deril '
Securing his horsc in thc paddrtcli.
Brorvn tricd to put thc haltcr ovcr irs
hcad. Ar that momcrtr a flash ol' IigirL-
ning revealed that rltc animal hal horns
and llrown lvas knockcd scnselcss I Upon
rccovcring, Brou,n s,as so ccrtain rhrr
it reall-"- u,as tltc l)cvil hc had rric.l ro
halrer, that hc becamc a sobrrcd man
and built this chapel adjoining his housc.'I-he cxplanarion, o1- coursc is rhat
Ilrorvntricd to llalter a eorr *hich rcscnrcd
thc a|;plicarion 01' thc bit ro its mourh l

All rhis happcnc.l in r723, and until about
6o years ago a rablcr on thc cnd 01 thc
chapcl rccordcd:

I;rancis Brou,n in his old agc
I)id build him hcr.. an hcrmitagc;
Vho. bcing old and lull of cvil,
Oncc on a cimc haltercd rlic Dcvil.

'l'he chapcl has ncver bcen conse-
cratcd. but a scrvicc is held herc on thc
last Sunclal. ot cach rnonth by'thc Rector
of the neighbouring villagc of r\lugginron,
undcr u'hosc care ir is.-F-RANK RoDGERs
(Drnsv).
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Weehday Pages

for Women

Conclucted by Marion Flurst

*.*
Monday Washing

'l-o kccp rhe gJrzc aud slighrly sriffen
cotton dresscs afrcr irasiting, adci otre
dcssortspoorliil of borax to rhe lasr
rinsing s'ater 1br errch clress.-.\{ns.
Il. r\1. FIrr-nr-srEv (Or.rrlreNu.rx).
fuesday-Knitting Sewing

Usc up odd balls of 3,-pl-v rvool b_v

castlig oa 45 stitches on No 8 nceilles
aud knit squarcs Sc\\' thcm toqdrhcr
and it rvill tlalic a car ruc. rhat us.'lul
c\tra blankcr or, brtrcr stiii, the Oxlord
Ijaurine Rcliri Irund rvill s,clcomc ir 1or
Rcfugces For thc lattcr it should
rn€asurc at l!-ast J tt by 4 1t 

-_NIRS.\Y. F lic,lri, iSp.rrorr-c).
Wednesday Nursing

Rt'trccl.t' fsy r:hilbluhts ond cha pp;d
hszrds.-,\Iix eclual parts of glvccrine
anil mcrh1.'lurerJ spirits. Ii thc chilblains
trc unbrolien. rub u,cll in tl:c skin belbrc
going to bcd- Lcavc on all night anci great
relicf u,ill bc ftrund-
Thursday Cooking

Olunhy Qa11"--rhe childrcn Iove it I

1 oz. margarinc; :1 oz. su{lar; 6 oz plain
fiour; r hcapcd tcaspoontul bakin.q porv-
dcrl r rcasp<lonfui vanilla csscncc; z
eggs; -4 oz. plain chocolare.

Cream thc iht rnd thc sugar. AcLl tbe
flonr and bakint porvdcr altrrnatell'rvith
the bcaten cgg. Cut rhc chocolrte into
small picces and add gradueltl. Ilix
\\,cll togethcr and bakc in a grcased tin
in s m.'Jclatu o|cn Jio li,r 4o ro min-
utcs. -.\\uN. . Ct.ttt,r,gxnltt .

If saucepans are smearcd round the
top edges [vith butter thc1, s'ill ncvel
boil over. \v'hen boiling ham or bacon
rvhich you think may bc salty, put a
porato in lvith ir. 'l'his takcs [he sahi-
ncss au,ay.-.NlRs. R. LyNCH (Nnrltrnr
l)rcxrr-r.).

Fridal,-.. Household
If_vou have a fall of soot on your carpetr

sprinkle ir ivith sait. It rvill then sweep
up perfcctly clean and u,ill leave no mark
on the carpet.-Mrss IirrNry (Vrraau,
Essrx)-
Saturday Children
Toddler's Shoe Lace s.-Laces in gym shoes
or outdoor shoes are frequently a problem
to small chilrlrcn. 'fo overcome thiC,
r.movc the laces, then insert elastic (of
the appropriate colour) thread it in and.
out in the usual rva1,, and firmty stitch
the cnds rogether. Ihc elastic ,.gives,'
suflicienrly to enable the shoes to be
removed easilv, and yet will hotd firmly
cnough ro prevent rhe shoes slipping

off at the rvrong trme.-MRs. ,\1. HooD
(Irronn, Essrx).

SOME CHRISTMAS "SPECIALS''
Chr;stmos Decoratiotts-Flowers are

scarcc and t-airlv expensive at Christmas
timeJ so make the most of dried leaves and
fir cones. These latter can be frosted
or colouied and together w.ith brightly
colourcd candles and glass balls make a
very eflective table decoration. Bright
ribbons. too, can be used. One very gay
arrangement can be made by the use of
a mlrror to represenr a pond $,ith holly
or cvcrgreens around the edges. Cotton

r 8-l



wool and'ftost' complc,tc the centre
picce,;rnd little ligures such as arc usr.d
lor clecoratinrr Christmas crkes all help.
\\'hatcrrr tour rn:at1in;ttt,,n Loniur(.s rUl
can bc r'lfcctivc and olien vcry amusing I

OhocLtlate Alntond Clytsnnas {)ohe.
lo oz. ltatgrlrrnc; Io oz. caslor sugar;
-5 cEigs; ro oz. lrlaiu flour; j level rablc-
spoonsful of cocoa; r teaspoonlrrl baking
pou,dcrl 6 oz choppct.l almonds.

(irease anri linc an 8 in. cake tin.
Crcam thc nargarinc and sugar together
until light and fluffr-. Graclually edd
thc lvi:ll bcatcn eggs. Folcl il thc sicveij
flour. cocoa ancl baking pot.der and finallv
the choppcd alrnonds. Ilakc in a slos,
itvcn Rcq 3 for z hours. Dccorate-if

"Desire of oll Notions"
Phalo: A E Dowdeswell

desirecl-rvith a thin Iaver of almond
paste. Icc rvirh glace icing ancl ornament
with silver balls and holly lcaves.

Peppenuilt Strss l{ilft Taf[Le.-t Lb.
u'hite sugar; rj tablcsiroonslul of s1,rup;
z oz. butterl r smaU tin of Srviss milk;
I tcaspoonful pL.ppcrmint .sscnce.

Ilinse a sau.cpan in cold s'arer and
l(JVc on( tCrl:P,'(!nlul ol th( ulrCI rn il.
Add thc s1,nrp, buttcr lni! sugar. \\rhen
mclted. add thc Sl,iss milk and stir
frcqueltly tbr zo minutcs. I-ift lrom the
stovc and srir in thc pcppermint. Pour
on to a buttcrcd dish. tr{ark rvhen

almost cold and break inrtr p.irces rvhen
finall-v cold. V'rap in gay striped pape r.
When packed in rran-sparenr begs. rhese
make nicc stocking ltilcrs

Christnns )'aching:-Gaili' u,rapped
f arc!'ls al$'a1 s look more e xci tins than
plrin oncs, anLl an ordinrr]-gif-t- i1 attrac-
tivrly packcd, is much mtrrc apnrcciatcci
O,id pie ccs of s aJlpapcr. plain coirrurcd
papcr rvirh cltr-()urs liom ol.l Clhrrstnas
carcls, odcl bjts ol coloured rilJbon or
string etc . all hclp ro keep dou-n costs,
and ri.ith a little imaqinarion verl luxuri-
ous looking parccls can be mailc'up.
(lhildrcn. c:Fe(iall\-. lovc :u i:ore un-
usually-dresscd parcels. and scraps cut
lrom magazines and picturc posrcards
may bc uscd. Ribbons sar ed front choco-
latc boxcs and made into bo,.r s all add
'Glamour'.

WREATHE ME A GARLA:(D

Red bcrries, whitc bcrries. holly
bough and misrietoe,

\Whitc for a Baby, red lbr a Kine;
Wreathe me a garland of deep green

branchcs,
TelI mc thc story the angels sing

There in a manger, out in a srable,

Ionocence slecps, pure and undcfrled;
r*''reathe me a gar.land of dcep graen

branches,

Red for a King's Robe, rvhirc for a

child.

Sl-repherds anil \Vise tr4en out on rhe
hillside,

Sccking a King, fravcl on tircir rvay'.

Vreathe mc a garland of decp grcen
branches;

Siccp, littie Child, on l,our bcd of hay.

Red berrics, white berrics, holly
bough and mistletoe,

Vhitc for a Baby, rcd for a King;
Wreathe me a garland of deep grecn

branchcs,

Tell me the story the angcls sir.rg,

THrxra Rooo
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The Euer-Popular
Carol

MARGAI\ET G. ALDRED.
F.R.S.A.

* -*- ,*
f|^HE wor.I 'caro[' derives from

! 'cantare' to sing and from1 'rola', an interjection of ioy.
It might truly be said that the carol
was born with those words of hope,
"Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men."

The earliest known English carols
were plain in composition, simple
and easily understood. Apart from
a few hand-rvritten copies of carols,
the words were handed dou'n from
father to son by rrt'ord of mouth and
it was not until r52r that Wynkyn
de Worde, Caxton's successor, pub-
lished a set of carols of which only a
fragmentary page remains. The poet
'Warton, in his "Story of English
Poetry" (r562), notes a licence granted
to John Tysdale for printing "Cer-
tayne Goodly Carowles to be Songe
to the Glory of God, as well as a

Collection of Creestmas Carowles
authorised b], my Lord of London."
Somewhere about 1620 a book of
carols was published in Edinburgh,
and this despite the fact that under
the influeoce of John Knox carol
singing in Scotland had fallen from
favour.

In England, at the time of the
Reformadon, an attempt was made
to supplant the lvell-loved and popular
carols by those of a morc reiigious
nature or by those felt to be more in
keeping with the solemn significance
of Christmas, but the attempt was
not successful anv more than the
effort to abolish Christmas was

successful under the Lord Protector.
In 164z there was printed "Psalms
and Songs of Sion turned into the
Language and set to the Tuoes of a

Strange Land, the work of William
Slayter", and a former owner of this
book, which is now in the British
Museum, was obviously keenly inter-
ested in carols and songs for he made
many notes about the tunes to rvhich
some of the carols in the book were
sung. For example, against Psalm
6 he w'rote 'Jane Shore' and against
Psalm 47 'Garden Greene'.

rW'hile many of the carols are tradi-
tional, or adaptations tiom continental
carols, Eoglish poets, divines and
writers composed several of these
songs of praise and made many allu-
sions to carols, as did Milton in Book
rz of Paradise Lost:

His place of birth a solemn angel
tells

To simple shepherds keeping watch
of night.

They gladly hither haste, and by a
qulre

Of Squadron'd angels hear his
carol sing.

rVith the increase in printing and
a more literate population, carols
became very popular, especially in
the r8th and rgth century when
Christmas-time found the carol haw-
ker in the street selling his song sheets.
These were ofteq illustrated by wood-
cuts of the Three Wise Men or of
rhe scene in the stable, with patticular
emphasis laid upon the animals. In
1826 a carol book, consisting of
ninety carols, was printed and I quote
a feu' Iines of one which might well
be revived:

He neither shall be clothed
In purple nor in pall.
But all in fair linen
As were babies all.
He neither shall be rocked
In silver nor in gold.
But in a wooden cradle
That rocks or the mound.



Ihe carol singers of today are rn
a direct line of descent from the Vaits.
Now, it is not possible clearly to
define the meaning of the word
"wait" as the evidence is somewhat
conflicting, though Dr. Busby in his
Musicai Dictionary asserted that the
lvord really meant hautboys. In
Scotland a rather similar word-
"waith"-comes nearer to the mean-
ing of today, for it u'as defined as

wandering about. It lvould also
appear that the Vaits were nor onlv
minstrcls, but also a body of men
attached to the court of the king for
the purpose of patroliing the streets
to guard the inhabitants and to call
out the hours during the nigtt. Ir
uas not unusual for Corporations to
employ Waits to entertain people at
certain festivals. During the r5th
centurv Exeter had a company of
Waits u,ho, besides acting as street
patrols, had an unusual function in
that the Yeoman Wait stood in
attendance during the night vigil of
new Knights of the Bath. His fee
was the watching garments worn by
the knight or knights. As late as the
mid-sixtics of the last cenrury in
London, usually two or three weeks
before Christmas, a band of Waits

appeared ill thc streets plaving the
popular carols, mainly on *-inJ instru-
ments.

Many old Churchrvarden .\ccounts
give thc surns paid to carol sinecrs,
as this cntry from St. .\1arr.-at-Lli1l.
I-ondon, under the date r,s3r shoss;

Sir NIark for Carroiis for (lhrisr-
mas and for Five Square Rooks:
iijd. iiiid.

In Wales carols were sung not
only for Christmas but on manl'
joyous occasior-rs, 'I'hc L1'1T1'r Carol-
ean Book gives 66 carols for Christ-
mas, with 5 carols tbr sumner; and
the Anthologl' of Wales rncludes .18
(lhristmas carols *'ith 9 surrurcr
carols, including thrcc for the monrh
of Ma-v, and also a dclighriul, rf
discreet, carol to or for Cupiei-I'o end with, here are rwo lerses
from an old Scots carol, uh;ch I
think are quite charming:

I come from Hevin to tel1
'I'he besr Nowells thar evcr befell
To you this t-vthingcs tretv I 'orrng
And I will of them sa,v and sing.
This day to you is borne ane Childe
Of Maric meeke and virgine miide.
That blessit barn bining and kinde
Sall yorve reioyce both hearr and

mynd.

Photo: fhe TroesCorol Singers-Boys ofthe Heritoge CroftSchool, Choiley, Sussex



Christmas Short Storv

The Tithe
VIOLET GIA*EVER

Ml"llH:;.".:: i:'ffll::
-' -ln an]. ol her pockcts or in
her shopping basket. She must have
dropped it in Voolworth,s when she
was buying one or rwo exrra Christ-
mas cards, She put on her coat and
hat again, trying not to fcel disturbed.
They were nice y,oung girls in ui,ool-
worth's; they would keep her purse
safely for her. That is, if it irad been
found and handed in to them. She
hurried back along the street-a small,
slight, elderly figure in black. The
store was very crowded u'hen she
reached it. Christmas week was
always a busy time and, of ourse,
the children \,!'ere on holidav fiom
schooi. The counrer wheie she
thought she had left her purse was
very congested. The assistants were
sorry for the old lady, but they had
not seen or heard ofher pur-se. They
went on serving, Mrs. Lane went
to the oflice, but no purse had been
handed in there either. It really
was lost.

She walked back home rather
slowly. Losing her purse was a
senous matter. At home she got
out the little tin box, which held the
few- shillings she rvas able to save
from her pension. She knew it
was practically empry now because
she had bought hcr Christmas pre-
sents out of it the previous week.
FortunatelS she had already paid
the rent for her bed-sitting-room and
there would be enough in the box

to pay for weak tea and bread and
margarine and gas for the ring for
her kettle until she drew her pension
next time, bur nothing for coal to
warm her room. She was half-rvay
through the last bucket now. When
the coal-man called this afternoon
she would have to say .,Not tJlis week,
thank you."

It was a bleak prospect. But she
had only herself to blame. Ir was a
good thing she lived alonel no one
else would have to suffer for her care-
Iessness in losing her purse. She
hoped that whoever had it was in real
need of rhe money. She smiled to
herself ruefully-she had often said
she wouid rarher be hungry than cold.
It seemed that she would soon be
both ! She cozld borrow some money
from a friencl, but she did nor feel
happy about borrorving money. Be-
sides she would have to pay it back
again next lr.eek and it would make
her short of money for another week.
No, she would just have to make the
best of it.

Of course, there was her Tithe
that she could use. .Mrs. Lane took
the envelope out of the tin box and
held it in her fingers, while rhe temp-
tation darted in and out of her
thoughts. Her Tithe was her volun-
tarv offering, a tenrh of her income,
which she put away methodically,
whenever she cirew her pension. Out
of these ferv shillings came her
Church collections, money for flag
days and for charities she wished to
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support.
Chiefly, however, it rvas for thc

wool for the sca-boot stockings she
madc all the year round for deep-sea
fishermen. There was a pair to be
finisl-red now. She remcmbercd that
she ought to have bought some more
wool for them rvhen sl-re was out.
She had promised to have them ready
by thc z3rd. They rverc to go in a
parcel of presents that would bc
droppcd by aeroplane on Christmas
Day to a ship in mid-ocean. She
could, of course, use the money for
coal instead of wool and say she had
been unavoidably prevented from
finishing the stockings.

The temptation, darting about in
her mind, found no lodging-placc
there. It was turned out abruprly.
She had given her word about the
stockings and someonc at sea would
have to go without them if she failed
to keep it. Besides, she had been
brought up ro look upon Tithing
as one of rhc larvs of the l(ingdom

" of Heaven. God was hindered from
keeping His promises to us if wc failed
in our obedience. She would go on
doing her part and trust in God to
help her through the cheerless days
over Christmas. When she was sit-
ting shivering by her fireless grate on
Christmas Day she would feel that
she was sharing the discomfort of
hundreds of fishermen in ships at
sea rvho had no fires to sit by either.
Then she r+.ould be happy to remem-
ber that one of them was enioying
the warmth of the stockings sire had
knitted with her Tithe money. She
put the envelope back in the tin box.
Presently she would go out to the
wool-shop,

The stockings were finished in
time to take them down to the Sea-
men's l\'Lission to be packed. A brisk
walk in the open would do her good,
thought Mrs. Lanc, putting on her
hat with chilled, cramped fingers.
It was not very pleasant being without

a fire. It rvas all rjght when she w'as

is bed, but she couldn't stay there
ail thc time. She tried to think
synpatheticall)' about all the people
rvho, Iike herself, had no frre to sit
by. There were out-of-door q,or-
kers, particularly those handling fish
and meat, or gathering vegetables in
windsrvept, tiozen fields There
werc policemen on point duty, motor
cyclists, postmen walking or cycling
through the rain in countrv districts,
and people like herself lvho could
not afford to have a fire. As she
considercd them all, her thoughts
became a prayer that rhey all mighr
be consoled and helpcd to bear dis-
comfbrt bravelr,.

Dowo at the Mission thev were
very bus1, and the person in charge
looked harassed. She looked at I'Lrs.
I-ane speculatively and then spoke
to her.

"Have you made any plans tbr
Christmas Day ?" she asked her.

"Well, no, Mrs. Tompkins," NIrs
Lane faltered, "except to go to Church
as I alw'a-vs do."

"Then I wonder if I could persuade
you to come along and give us a

hand here ? I shouid be mosr
grateful if you u,ould You could
come along straight from church.
We need someone to help u,ith serving
the dinner, and with the washing-up
afterwards, Christmas is alq'avs a

di{trcult time rvith voluntary rvorkersl
they all have their ow'n families to
look after. You would hage vour
dinner here, of course."

Mrs. Lane smiled, and her little
round face flushed with pleasure.
Of course sire could manage it and
would be glad to be of use. There
was onlv herself at home to consider.
Afterwards she remembered that
her Christmas dinner lvas to have been
tea and bread and margarine. Truly
God was goodl It did not occur to
her that 1-rad sire l'ailed to finish the
stockings and take them to the Mission
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rhe suggestion would not have been
made to her.

She had scarccly reached home
rvhen the Vicar called. He often
came to see hcr about parish matters,
for she was very active lvith magazines
and sick-visiting. IIer room was
stonc-cold and smelt of damp soot.
She hoped he rvould not notice rhe
empry grate.

"I{rs. I-ane, I've becn very busy
this last w,eek allocating the Chrisl-
mas coal under the 'fithe Bequcst,
but there are so feu,peoplc nowadnlr5
rvho rcallt nced it that rhcre rrre a
number of bags left over. I feel
sure that I should not be misinrer_
prering the intcnrion of the donor
if I gave them to those who work
tbr the Church so selflessly all the
vcar round. I wondcr if vou vour_
;clf \ ould accrpt a couple o.l bags of
coal ?"

Mrs. Lanc could not bclicvc that
she had heard arighr. This was the
kind of rhing rhar happened in fairy
stories-Iirst a Clhrisrmas dinner anci
now a present of coal, all coming to
hcr tiom nowherc, as it rvere, She
hesitated.

"'Il-rat's very kind of you, sir, but
aren't there other people more
ontitled to have it than I am ?,,

The Vicar smiled. ,.Thcre may
be, Mrs. Lane, but I don,t know them.
They're not in my parish, I,m quite
certain. I'll call at the coal_ffice
and arrange for it to come at once.
They're only waiting for your
aiidress. "

\rVhcn he rvas leaving a few minutes
Iater, the Vicar turoed and asked
Mrs. Lane conversarionally if she
had ever heard the origin of the Coal
Bequest.

"The donor, whose name has never
been disclosed
Account aI t
lit-erime, into w
put a tenth of
this Account to help in the support

of tl-re Church and various charities
cach !ear, but there was alwavs a
ccrtain residue. It had gro.rn io u
vcry appreciable sum at his death
and in his rvill he dircctcil that this
was ro be invested as the -I.ithe 

Cloal
Bequest and thc interest was to be
used at Christmas ro send coal to
the needy." Hc smiled ar Mrs.
Lane. this
Tithing ould
do it. rob_
Iems of

Mrs. Lane smiled back ar him and
her eyes lit up.

"It n'ould indeed, sir,,, she said.
"I quite agree with you.,,

*tt

CHRISTMAS CARDS
Set'ies z.

Our sp
S.P.C.K.
design by
Mcdium s

Seri roj_.-f 
scape

SCen pture
text

Series zqt. 34 cards for only ro/-.
Eight diferenr winter landscape

scenes in full colour, larger than Series
r3o, each with a Scripture text and
greeting inside.
Verse Cards. 6o cards for only 51-Six excellently drawn Christmas
verses printed in red and black.
Series r. 54 cards lor only 5 -

Six Nativity scenes in black and
white. Exceptional value.

A1I post liee and with envelopes.
Postal orders, etc., made payable to

"Home \7ords" and addressed to rr
Ludgate Square, London, E.C.4.
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Tlrc Church at Work.

for the Chilil en
'Ihis VoluDrar_v Sociery has lcarJy.+.50() childrentloq'ul )ts care dcpcndirlq on yOUl{ HELp

I O /- :;1,:.i:":,.';.,i.::ii:
Chrisrmas Donarions Br acefully received

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
CHILDREN'S SOCIETY
^.. (form-erty WATFS & SIRAyS)
Old Town Hali, Kennintton. London, 3.E.ll

ConsistinS of a Natura'Walling Enclosu_e andli:ndom Pavtng (enablint coloui,u, A".t i,".,,to be srownl rnm.l^.- -:.r Srone S,-" gi,h,
vi".'i!ril!"sl,l!l
449, .Wrrhour

piccure prlnted in
ngularly beaucilul
luscraced Booklec
sc Free or -eou:<,

(l) A Garden ol Love anJ(2) Memorial Erasses, Bro : ::(3) Carved Oak Church Fu(4) Sra'ned Gir" M;;;.;i 
- ?s

(5) Bookler of lnscriprions
{Kindly state probable needs )x GUe CbwcIS Craft Stubios *

G.fIAILE & SON LTD. Founded tTAS otEustan Rood
7a. BAYHAM ST., LONDON, N.W,l

ahFI=H"

TABLETS
Get s month's supply /rom your chemist naw

JERUSALEM BLIN
GIRLS
Funds Urgently needecl
to c'omplete building and
equrlrmenl of neu Hehn
Keller Horne in Jerusolem.

Every gilt ackno\rledged.
Brrrille alphaber and
literal ure sent on request.

Chairmln of M ission :

Anglican Archbishop in
Jerusalem.

Please send a giti to rhe
Treitsrrrer

Blind Girls'Fund
BIBI,E LANDS NIISSIONS'
AID SOCIET\ (founded 7Bs4)

I ?2 Buckingham palace Road-
f or;don. S.W.1.
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Drink

Ovaltine
The Worlds Best f{ighteap

I', l or rlonotions P,C.C srlscr iplions.

| rcs",l""

I rlon-ooo requircd cach -vear to hclp

i those rho altcr a liletinre ol' scll
srcrilice. are rhemsclves in nced

I

l'he ".crEtar\ .rild lr,-r\urer. \lr. W. H.
l

I O.rlle\. ,' H.l' \'( r.. rrill lr.rtel'ully
| .,ern,,ulcJg.jrllcnniilhuli,,trs
I1-_

HOMES
For AGED REIIIIED CLERGYTIEN

Many lhousands of scamen cannot
spend Ch ristmas at home For
th,'m. lllinq An.uel Chrplajns in
ports throughoui the u'orld are
preparing n 'home from home ' in
\4ission ln.trtutcs rhere Christian
wor ship, fellou'ship and seasonable
hospitality will be the nexr hest
thing to their own fireside and
Parish Church.
Will you make a Thank Oflering lor
.r OUR home and YOUR church ?

Oe rrcrul I upn r in lP n dP nt :
Rev, Preb. Cyrrl Brown, o.Ir E-, M-A,

THE MISSIONS TO SEAMEN
1 ll IICKINGII-{.M Pr\I-,.{.CIr

Published by HoME !7onos Pnrmrxc & PuBLtsr{rNG Co., Lro,, r1, Ludgate Square, 8.C.4,
and printed by FIrRRrsoN & SoNs, Lru., London. Advert enquiries to CHANSTTOR PuBLrcATroNsl
73, Chancery Lane, $7.C.2. I)ecember rg59



FIOLY BAPIISM ARTICLE c. 4.

As each candidare kneels in turn before him, he 1ays his hard: upon
each, after the custom of the Apostles (Acts 8), and'prays irri, ,".i.rr. cl-,.lrt-ian Prayer:

"Go
holc tolilq! 

'
evil; n evll lor
the a eak; helP

rejoic the Lord,

BAPTISMS

Oct. 25. ; 
"

d
ll s.
d



Paul Michael, son of
Robert, son of Bernar
Ph.iilip ,\4ichael, scn o
l,{ichael peter, -son 

of

CHR,ISTMAS PR.ESENTS

P.{R.ISH CATEND,AR FOR DECEMBERDec, 
1 Tl:.:i:t,. 2 30^p.m., pram Service i., Cnur.r,.

,, 6" 
IXT:}1, 

Festivar.--dT. NrcHoLAS, DAy. 2ncr Sunday in
Communion.

er 8.15 a.m. H"C.).

reacher : Rev. p G. Cotringham.,, Chrisrmas o. Xmis.,,-iii;-Vi;;;.
. in Church.
tcarage.

iry Tableau in Church (M.U. anct

in Vicarage.

ns in Church.

CAROL SERVICE (Come earty l).

with hymns and short address.

n, Holy Communion.

St. John,s Day.

,, 31. S.* y.r.,rt?. (carols). means to me"' by a group of lay-

11.30 p.m. \Varchnight Service.



CHURCH & LOCAL CLUBS, SOC I ETIES, ETC

CHURCH.

Bell Ringers. Sec. : Mr. A. Gammon, 50 Oxford Road.

Choir. Choirmaster : Mrs. E. M. Garner, ,, Barn Gates,,, 31
Oxford Road.

Cubs. Leader : Mr. Morse.

Mothers' Union. Sec. : Mrs. N. E. Green, 60 Oxford Road.

Parochial Church Council. Sec. : Mrs" M. Harlow, Fir Tree
House, Oxford Road.

Fathfinders. Leader : Miss M. Liles, The Flat, 15 Mill Lane.

Scouts. Leader : Mr. R. Jones, 118 Oxford Road.

Young Wives. Mrs. P. Clay, Above Mead, Barton Lan:,
. Headington.

LOCAL.

. Allotment Assn. Sec. : Mr. R. Bowen, 129 Oxford Road.

Choral Society. Sec. : Mr. L. E. Hodgkins, 59 Copse Lane.

Cricket CIub" Sec. : Mr. R. D. Skates, 3l Mill Lane.

Parish Cotrncil. Chairman: Mr. Rumbold, 8 Beechey,s Avenue.

Teacher-Parent Assoc. St. Nicholas County Primary School.
Sec. : Mrs. M. Smith, 4 Windsor Crescent.

Teacher-Parent Assoc. Old Marston S/M School.
Sec. : Mr. L. Maund, 4 Ashlong Road.

Women's Institute. Sec. : Mrs. Harley, 20 Oxford Road.

District Nurses. 6 Broughton's Close, Marston. Tel. 411L7,
Register of Births, Marriages and Deaths :-

22 Oxford Road. Thursdays, 4-4.30 p,m.



Coal Merchant.
Dunlops, L.M. & S Wharf. Oxford.

Fish & Poultry.
G. R.. Porter. 19 Salford Rd.. Old Nlarsron.

Funeral Directors.

D I RECTORY

Bibles & Christian Literature.
Gospel Book Depot, 57e St. Clements Sr., Oxford. Tel. 47567

Butcher (High Class).
V. C. White (Marston) Ltd., 17 Salford Rd., Old Marston,

chernist & post office. 
TeL 43177

B. G. Oliver (Oxford) Ltd.. ll Old Marson Rd., Marston.
TeL 43824

Te[. 42421

Oxford.
TeL. 41077

&..).
Bicester 205

W. Reeves & Son, 10 Cambridge Terrace, St. Ebbe,s ; and83 Botley Road, Oxford. " iet. +Z|ig- it +iOy
General Drapers & butfitters, Dry Cleaning, Shoe Repairers.

S" G. Mclening & Son, 4 Cherwell Driv1, Marsto.r. T.t. 6t42:
Grocery & Provisions, and Old Marston post Office.

L. E. H. Hayle, Oxford Road, Old. Marsron. Tet. 4966g
Hairdresser, Ladies & Gents.

S. T. Greenaway, 402 Marston Road, Marston. Tel. 4g726
Hardware Stores & paraffin D,elivery Service.

L. C. Boiteux, 8 Cherwell Drive, Marston. Tel. 6166g
Launderers & Dry Cleaners.

Advance Laundries (Oxford) Ltd., Leopold St.,

Laundry (Dry Cleaniug, Dyeing Martresses, Carpets,
Bicester Modern LaundrR Bicester. Tel.

Newsagents & Stationery.
G. C. _Green, 13 Salford._Road, Old Marston. Tel. 4g932K. A. Baxter (late Hall), 7 Old'Marsto., na,-Uu.rtorr.

Plumber, Sanitary Engineer & Decorator.
A. J. Walton, A.M.Inst.B.E., I Beechey Ave., Old

Taxi-Car Ilire (Long & Short Journeys).
F. W. passey,l0T Oxford Rd., diA Marston.

TeL 42123

Marston.
Tel. 47107

Tel. 43981


