


ST NICHOLAS CHURCH - OLD MARSTON

Vicar : Rev. PauI N. Rimmer, M.A., 11 Elsfield Road, Old Marston'
Tel.: 47034.

Churchwardens: Prof. V. T. Harlow, C'M'G', M'A'' D'Litt'' Fir Tree
House, Old Marston'
Mr. B. G. Oliver, 13 Jack Straw's Lane' Oxford'

Verger :

SERVICES:
SundaYs t 

;e month. 12 noon.
a.m. on 3rd SundaY of month'

yrs.) 10 a.m. (except on 3rd Sunda-v)'

Morning PraYer: 11 a.m.
PathfinJer Girls' Bible C1ass, 10'15 a'm', Sunday' (HaX)'

Sunday School, 3 p.m., in S/M School Ha1l, and Service in

Church, first Sunday in month at 3'15 p'm'

Evensong: 6.30 P.m.

Saints' Days: Holy Communion as announced'

Holy Baptism : Fourth Sunday of the month .at 4 p'm' unless othewise
announced. Notice must be grven'

Holy Matrimony : Banns to be given in at the Vicarage'

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS AND MEETINGS :

Intercessions : A11 welcome. Thursdays at 7'30 p'm' in Church'

Discussion Group : Thursdays at 8 p.m. in Vicarage'

Mothers'LJnion: Fourth Tuesday of each month in Church Hall, at2'45'
p.m.

Young Wives'Group: Alternate lfednesdays in Church Hall, at 7'45 p'm'

Men's Forurn: Third Tuesday of each month in Vicarage, at 8 p'm'

youth Fellowship : First Sunday, Holy communion and Breakfast, also

Third Sunday after Evensong and as announced'

Pathfinders Girls' Club: Fridays in Hall, 7 p'm'

,ddventurers (Boys 11-13 years): Tuesdays in Hall, 6'15-7/5 p'm'

Brownies: Fridays, 5.30 p.m. in HaIl.

Cubs: MondaYs, 5.45 P.m. in Hall.

Scouts : Thursdays, 7.15 p.m. in Hall.



MARSTON VICARAGE
OXFORD.

My Dcar Friends.

fo, ,-|.u.fiTb.ri 
is here again_and what a thrilling month its going to be

Communion at Chr
Lgurself, and where
Uhrlstmaslime has

all men today, bringi

I



Place of an Answer for their deepest neeCs and the needs of a strife-torn
world.

" Arise, shine, for Thy Light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon Thee."

Your sir-icere friend and Vicar,

POUNDS FOR THE ARE ING IN TOO SLOWI Y- - 
Wt ut a l,ot you ha God peaceful country-health-

children-a roof over Y od an [rg'
\uHAT ABOUT A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO THE CHURCH

TO HELP TO PROVIDE A NE}7 ORGAN?

You can't afford it ?

Then what can you afiord ? Are they all prio:itie-s ?

Come along, parishiolrers bf St, Nichclas I

If we really want an organl we can certainly provide one !

!500 raised. e700 still to raise.

PARISI{ CALENDAR FCR DECEMBER, 1960

ThursCay. Said Evenso:g ar.d T

ST. NICHOI-AS' CHURCEI PA F'ESTIVAL
2nd Sunday in ACvent.
8 a.m. and Noon. Holy Communion (Y.F. Breakfast)-
11.0 a.m. Matins. Preacher: R'ev. Canon Colin Cuttell, Indus-

trial Nlissioner to the Diocese of Southwark.
3 .0 p.m St. Nicholas' Day Childrent Gift Service' (Please

bring toys and sweets. to help other children to have

6.30 p.m. IQF bY. the Rt. Rev"
of Buckingham.

PLEASE AND REJOICE WITH

CouatY PrimarY School.

In terce s sions.
3rd Sunday in Advent.
8.0 a.m. Holy Communion.
11.0 a.m. Maiins: Professor G. D' I(ilpatrick.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
7.45 p.m. Mothers' LTnion and Young \Wives : Christmas

Anthology and Carols.
Thursday. Said Evensong and Intercessions.
4th Sunday in Advent.
8.0 a.m. Holy Communion.
9-30 a.m. FAIvIiILY COMNIUNION (with hymns and short

address. (Come as a family ! Young children wel-
come).

11.0 a.m" Matins.
6.30 p.m. Candle and Carol Service
rVednesday. St. Thomas, Apostle and Martvr.
ll"0 a.m. Holy Communion.

Dec.
Dec.

Dec. 7,

Dec.

Dec.
Dec.

Dec. 21.

1.
4.

Dec. 8.
Dec. 11.

t4.

15.
18.



Diiec. 21. CX{RISTIv{AS EVE.
th15 p,"n. Hoiy Communion with hymns and sholt acidress.

Dec. 25. CHR.ISTMAS DAY.
7 a.m.. 8 a.m., anci Noon : Flojy Comm:nion.
li.3 am Famiiy Marjn".
4 .0 p.m. Saici Evensong.

Dec. 31. NEW YEAR'S EVE. 11.15 p.m. Watchnight Service.jrn 1. NEW YEAR'S DAY. Feast bf the Circumcision.
8.0 a.m. anC ,Noon : Holv Cornmunion.
11.0 a.m. A{atins.
6.30 p.m. " R.ing in the New I " Thoughts anC Music for the

New Year.

HER.E ,,.\ND TTIER,E:
And u,hat a time we have had ! The words of the psalmist have been

particularly appropriate :

" I stick fast in the deep mire, where no ground is ;I am come into deep waters, so that the floods run over me.,,

Elsewhere in ou will find er activities in
tlre pqrish, but pe not ro miss the Scout and
Cub Campfire Pro ll never get r by ttre Vicai.;

PARISH PARTY : [Vednesday, December 7th, 8 p.m.
Last Year's Party was such a success ihat we have booked the Countv

Primary School }Iall this year-so that everyone can come I "



The emplasis is on " parish," and we sharl wercome evervone. rvhetheryou come to St. Nicholas' or not.

_^,..*11-l|:,-_"tigus_ q{oles in the parish-Mothers, IJ:rion, Men,s Forum,
,1^T,l"r.lloryrhrp, Belinngers, erc.,. will be arranging either i game or somerrem ot entertatnment_and we hope to cater for all tastes.

OVERHEARD IN THE PARISH:
"For all the Saints who from their neighbours rest.. ...,,(Version of a well_known hymi, as sung by a I year old girl).

CAROLS AND HANDBELLS
Come young and old, one and all, to sing the Joyful News of Christmasround the parish I
Here. are the nights we shall be going our and (approximately) thetreas ,lve hope to cover each evening : "

Dec. 12. Xj^*?I;, -O,l-rlly-^C,_1".*, 
"Beechey.,s Avenue, Rippington Drive,cromwLrcr..q'r;r&r'A""'.;',1::iir.il":,'ff ,Dec. 13. Tuesdav. Mortimer n.;"" ii x;)i^i"'" o.--T_q::g:r;,,y:.ti-., o'iu., si. Niir,"ii. i;;';"., Lewerr Avenue,Fairfax-Avenua rt"p 

""aj.' 
lrvu.qe' Luwc,l Avcltuts'

IlL:0.*:,".I* Link,.Satford R.oad, Cavendish Drive, Haynes
Dec. 15. Thursday. The ai"k;- S;lford Road. C:

Drive., Corswold and Windsor Cresci.,rs.Dec. le. 
X"Tg:L""I1i13.::q-Ti;;;.."fi;!.t.".i Drive, Gordon Crose,
,1to"no?y;_ Kaymond Road. Arlington Drive,Uxtord Roa.l (.lorver end).
Tuesday.. Oxford Road'(top end), Cherwell Dri

areas rve h

Dec. 20. Tuesday. Or uesday. t
EIms Dri.e ive, Ashlong Rd.,

Dec. 22. Thursday. The Old Village, North of the Red Lion.
Meeting Point : 7 o.m. Top of Mortimer Drive (Trade Road end).Bring a torch ! c'ome waimlv .rrJl--- st[t^l.gliri.ii ']"? iiiic r

CONGRATULATIONS :

bein C.A.C.T.M. Selection Board, and
Ministry.

and 3t ""fi"tXfnurst 
Selection Board,

THANK YOU:
To Mr. Badser.

the absence of Mri.
problem.

of Headingron, who played for us at(rarner, and ro all who helped wirh
Church during
the transport

Mrs. Banqs would like 
^to 

thank all the kind friends who helped in theHouse-to-Houie Coltection f., D;l ir;;;;;;,.^ ir:;., during October. Thesplendid total of !17 was raised.
SCOUTS AND CUBS:



I'!{E YOUTFI F'ELLOWS!{IP

the semi-final.

tsROWNIES:
On Saturda the successful

Jumble Sale wh T Mr. and
ii,lrs. Smith, i\.{r ft,Ir. and Mrs.
M. Smith for he Par Providing
the jumble, Mrs the 13/-, Mr.
and Mrs. Iting, and Prof Flawgood.

The following have Badges :-M-arY
Bridges, Helen Biough, Marlene Farley,
Andie:-Gardner, Joy- Johnson, Jean
Johnson, Christine Matt r, Gail Quarter-
man, Heaiher Smith, Jrl

ANNE HA\X/GOOD.

" SILENCE " by Pauline Miles
Siience,
Li]<e a candle soft and soundless
Swiftly, suddeniy encroaches,
Round us aii it slvirls, unnoticed,
Invisible to usl yet boundless.
Time - 

to standJ stare, to listen
Moticnless.
As this lovely thing from lleaven
Surrounds us all - 

rvith peacefulness

BEI-i-R.trNGERS:
In the oast weeks the St. Nicholas Ringers have visited towers in

Oxford and district on outings, and to ring for Weddings and other special
occasions. On these occasions some of the ringers have achieved their
" firsts." We congratulate .Nliss Margaret Cozier anci l,{iss }u1ia Chandler
or-r ringing their first quarter peals at Marsh Baldon Miss Julia Chandler
and Miss Helen Williams on ringing their iirst quarter Doubles at Stanton
St. John ; Mr. Andrew Dunkley on ringing his flrsi quarter " inside " at
Beckley ; Mr. R.oy Jones on ringing a peal of Bob &{.inor at Hinton Waidrist,
his first method! and conducting his first peal at Marston ; .Nlr. ]ohn Walker
on ringing his first peal on a rvorking bell, and Mr. Noel Deam his first
peal " inside " both at A,larston



Oxford Diocesan Guild
A peal of 5,040 Doubles in four methods (April Day, Rev., Canterbury,

Grandsire and Piain Bob) in 2 hours 28 minutes.
Treble : John S. Walker (lst in four)
No.2: Alec Gammon
No. 3 : Noel B. Deam (st in four)
No. 4: Edward R. Venn
Tenor : Roy H. Jones (Conductor)

Rung as a compliement to the Rt. Rev. Gordon D. Savage on his consecra-
tion as Bishop of Buckingham.
IMPORTANT NOTE TO ALL SECRETARIES OF
PARISH SOCIETIES:

Matter for inclusion in any month's magazine must reach the Editor,
Marston Vicarage, Oxford, NOT LATER than the middle of the month
previous to publication.

It is a considerable help if matter is typed. Editor.
MARSTON SECONDARY SCHOOL
PARENT TEACHER,S ASSOCIATION :

Old Time Dance. December 9th. 8 p.m. 
- 1l p.m.

Tickets 3l- each, Double Ticket 5/-.
3rd and 4th Form Pupils : Ticket 2l-. Dress Optional.

t*i
Schools break up for Christmas Hoiiday : December 20rh, 1960.
Schools return after Christmas Holiday: January 5th, 1961.

HOLY BAPTISM
" We receive this child into the family of Christ's flock."

Sept.25. Janine Carol, daughter of Joseph Raymund and Florence Betty
Baum.

Oct. 16.
,, 23.

,, 23.

)?
;; L).

tt L).

IN MEMORTAM
J:uJ.y 25. Amelia Ann Paddon, aged 94 years.

_ (Ilrs. Paddon was born in Old Marston, and although she moved in to
St. Ballabas' parish, aiways continued to take the magazine and subscribe
to the Restoration Fund).
Nov. 17. Teresa Kate Atkinson, aged 77 years.

COLLECTIONS AND COMMUNICANTS
Communicants

7-0

20
56
18
23

u 23.
. 30.

Nov. 13.

Trevor Clive, son of Keith Viner and I(athleen Ann Bennett.
I(evin Sydney, son of Gilbert Mc Ewing Gordon and Georgia
Mary Fairlie.
Douglqq Gordon, son of Gilbert Mc Ewing Gordon and Georgia
Mary Fairlie.

of Dennis Henry and Edna Jean Green"
iam and Evelyn Mary Holmes.
of Albert Charles and Joyce Elizabeth

Karen Lesley, daughter
I(atherine Jane, daughte
Timothy Martin, son of l.

October 2nd (Harvest Festival)
October 9th
October l6th
October 23rd
October 30th

f s.d.
3014 4
15 0 0
2t 7tt
20 10
20 4tt



HOME WORDS DECEMBER I96{I

WEICH DO WE KEEP-

*
Christmas or Xmas ?

*

A LTHOUGH not the supreme
f{ Christian festival, Christrnas is

^ ^probably the one which makes
the most universal appeal. To some
people its significance is a religious
one-the binh of the Saviour of men.
To many it is simply an occasion for
junketings and festivities, for giving
and receiling of gifts, for the con-
sumption of excessive quantities of
food and drink.

Our pagan ancestors, of course, had
far more reason than rve have to-day
for wishing to bring some light and
good cheer into the darkest days of
winter but though the Church
long since took Yuletide under its
wing and gave it a Christian signifi-
cance the old pagan instincts often
pull hard and threaten to dominate its
observance. A great deal of what
goes on on December 25th nowadays
marks the keeping of "Xmas" rather
than Christmas-! presumabln in-
dicating the unknown quantity.

Most of us, perhaps, make some
kind of compromise between the
religious and secular aspects of Christ-
mas, the amount of time and attention
we devote to each respectively being
in some degree the measure of our
faith. But, whether we wish it or not,
the rnajority of us inevitably find our-
selves involved to some extent in the
worldly activities of what is rather

H. A. L. Rice

tiresomely termed "the festive season."
The great thing is ro keep a sense of
propoftion about it.

No sane and reasonable person has
any desire to take the joy and merri-
meot out of Christmas, as the Puritans
tried to do. The Christian religion is
the religion of the Incarnation-God
coming to earth to live as a man
amongst men, and in the process
setting the seal of his approval upon
all the good and guiltless things in the
rvorld of His crearion. The lives
and occupaiions of many today are
monotonous and uniform; they neeC
all the fun and gaiety rhey can come
by and the Christmas festival is
rightly regarded as a suitable time for
merry-making.

But do let us insist upon the reason
for it all. Let us insist that rhere is
neither purpose nor justification for
celebrating Christmas and at the same
time ignoring the event which gives
it all its meaning. Let us keep, not the
empty, meaningless X-mas which
knows not why or wherefore, but
Christ-mas with all its age-old
wonder and gentleness and joy.

So shall Thy birthday morn,
LorJ Christ, our birthday be;
Then greet rile all, ourselves new-

born,
Our King's nativity.



Ouerheard in a Stable

TfiOMEONE'S coming," whis-
Sp"r"d the Ox; "what can theyv want in here so late at night ?"
"It's not feed time nor watering

tirne," replied the Ass.
"I know that, vou silly Ass," said

the Ox; "but they're coming in here all
the same."

"Oh, how weary she looksr" cried
the Ass. "Get up and make room for
her:, you clumsy Ox." And they
scrambled to their feet and moved
away.

"f don't see n'hy I should leave my
nice warm bed for a stranger to lie
on," grumbled the Ox; "I haven't even
finished my hay. I was leaving the
tastiest bit till the end."

"Ssh-I feel somethiog tremendous
is going to happen," whispered the
Ass. "Do you think we might get a
little nearer and peep ?"

"Do you hear anything ?"-the

Ox's voice had dropped to a whisper
too.

"Yes---oh, yes-a little cry-and
all the angels there could possibly be,
singing 'Glory to God in the Flighest'.
'$(/hat can it mean ?"

"And light-did you ever see such
light-and look, he's smiling at us"
cried the Ox. "I'm glad I left my nice
warm bed, and the nicest part of my
hay."

"He has e.deryth;fl9-all heaven, and
all the earth, and the dancing stars and
the singing angelsl can he want us
too ?" marvelled the Ass.

"He's asking us to come," whis-
pered the Ox. "Let's get nearer to the
light. Arrd now that I can see you
more clearly", he added, "I don't
think you're such a silly Ass after all."

"And now that you're kneeling
down, you don't look nearly such a
clumsy Ox as f thought," replied the
Ass; and their muzzles touched in the
soft warm straw as they knelt at the
feet of the Babe.

r78



Children and
Carols

ROBINSON

HILDREN singing carols is
one of the traditional aspects of
Christmas. How often do we

stop to think, however, that if it
hadn't been to please children in the
first place, many carols would never
have been composed at all ?

For instance, "Christians, awaker"
was written by John Byrom, the
words being a Christmas gift for his
little girl in the year 1749. Byrom
was a noted man of letters, and when
his daughter Dolly begged him for
some verses, he wrote these famous
lines to keep her happy. Byrom's
friend, John Wainwright, heard Dolly
recite "Christians, awaker" and set
them to music. He arranged for some
singer friends of his to sing this
carol the next Christmas, outside the
house of the Byrom familn and so one
of the best-known of all Christmas
songs came into being.

fn 1848, Mrs. Alexander, whose
husband was later to become Primate
of All Ireland, despaired of ever
getting her younger children to deal
properly with their Catechism. So
she wrote "Once in Royal David's
City," to help them understand the
more dillicult parts. Thus, another
famous carol came into being, and
"There is a green hill far anay" has a
similar history.

"Good King $(enceslaus" we owe
to the Revd. John Mason Neale being
asked to write a new song for St.
Stephen's Day. Hearing a child tell

the story of King \?'enceslaus in its
Bohemian form, he suddenly realised
this was a perfect setting for a carol.
He turned the tale into verses, adding
a good moral to conform to rgth
century requirements, and so came
into being a hymn which never seems
to lose its popularity.

"Silent Night" was first a German
country song, and came into use as a
carol quite accidentally. At Obern-
dorf's St. Nicholas church, on Christ-
mas Eve r8r8, the organ suddenly
broke down. There were the choir
ready to sing, but no music suitable
without organ accompaniment. The
assistant priest, Joseph Mohr, sudden-
ly thought of a verse he had com-
posed for some child friends, handed
a note of it to the acting organist
(Gruber), and asked if he could think
up a guitar accompaniment. Hurried-
ly Gruber passed it on to a choir
member who had a guitar, two
soloists quickly memorized Gruber's
suggested melody - and "Silent
Night" ("Stille Nacht") was born as a
Christmas hymn.

Isaac rJ?'afts wrote eight "Moral
Songs," published in r7r5, as a
guide to children's behaviour. His
"Lullaby" is still sung as a Christmas
carol, and because he often minded
babies, is sometimes referred to by
expefts as "The Baby-Sitters' Carol" !

BETHLEHEM
On the moonlit hill
And the sleeping town,
In the night-time still
A star looks down.

In a stable small,
Ere the light of dawn,
Near the oxen's stall
A Child is born.

As a Mother bends
O'er her Infant dear,
Earth's darkness ends-
God's Son is here.

JrNNrr Ausrrnrrnnv.
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FOR YOUNG READT"RS
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Good King
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showing in Your ow:



Look Oat for Real Signs

of Clristruas

You mav think this scunds verY
easy, but if you stoP and think for a

moment, you will see that it does

not just mean looking out for holly and
Christmas cards. For weeks now, the
shops have been getting readY for
Christmas; mother has, no doubt,
been making puddings and cakes, and
everyone has been buying presents for
everyone else. Now alttrough ihese
signs are great fun, and although God
loves us to be happv, theY are not the

really important signs of Christmas.
T"he real point of Christmas is that
rve remember that it is the Birthday of
Jesus , and unless rve remember IIis
Coming into the world, then all the
rest of the excitement is meaningless'

So Iook out for Christmas Cribs-
models showiog the BabY fesus, MarY
and joseph and the ShePherds.
Perhaps there is one in your church,
but you may also see them in shoP-
windou,s; you may also see Posters uP

showing the Nativity or the Blessed
Virgin Mary. And the best Christmas
cards are those which show the
first Christmas in some way or other.

ls lour \iame

Itlicltolas ?

a\T. NICHOLAS *'as BishoP of
\Mr.r. in Asia Minor. Later he
Vb."u*" tbe parron saint of
Russia-and of children. In England
no less than 37o churches, including
the cathedral church of Nerx'castle-
upon-Tvne, are dedicated to him.
F.ive Popes and t'*'o Czars of Russia
have been named after him' But the
most inteiesting thing about him, of
course, is his connection with Christ-
mas presents !

The genial old gentleman we call
Santa Claus is really St. Nicholas' We
get the name Santa Claus from
the Dutch form of St. Nicholas.
Tradition has it that in the town
of his hirth lived three sisters, who
$,ere very poor. No one would
think of mairying them, because

their parents could not provide them
with a dowry, for in those daYs it was

usual for a woman who lvas being
married to bring a gift of money or
propefy to her prospective husband'
\trflhen St. Nicholas heard about this
he came, one midnfuht, and threrv a

purse of gold through the open
window to provide a dowrY for the
oldest girl. Later he followed up this
midnight visit with t*'o others, for
the benefir of the two younger sisters.
On the third occasion the father of the
girls was keeping tvatch, and so dis-
covered thc identity of their generous
helper.

From that stor.v therc grew the
plersant practice of filling stockings
rvith presents at Christmas time" And
the meaning of the name Nicholas ?

It is derived from the Greek word
for "victory," and means "a con-
queror. "

Rrv. G. E. Drccrr.

r8r



o was. to be found in many of the cottage
gardens in the village which bears h-is
narne. The flower, a short stemmed
double narcissus ofpure white, blooms in
the late spring. Today there are nor many
planrs left, bur rhey still cxisr in trvo oi
three of the village gardens.

. A member of rhe congregarion here has
lust completed, aftcr three years, new falls
for the pulpit and reading desk. She has
Incorporated the flower morif in.the
embroidery.-C. F. porprr (Drnrv).

Another Angel Font

fx a recent issue of Hone Words I
-note there is mention of rw-o Angel
fonts. I can name another, lvhich is an
exact copy of the one in Inverness
Cathedral. It is in St. Mary,s church,
Egremoat, Cumberland, and was given
by T. Hartley, Esq., late of Armathwaite
Hall on Bassenthu,aite Lake, rvhen the
church was rebuilt.-D. SrxroN lSur_
TON:ON-sEA, LrNcs.).

Church Notes

and Views

o
Other Days
-flnr following inscription on a rablet inr Middleron Tyas Church may be of
interest:-

"This monment rescues from oblivion
the remains of the Reverend John Maw-er,
D.D., lare Visr of this Parish, rvho died
Novr. r8th, 1763, aged 6o; as also of
Hannah Mawer, fus wife, r+'ho died Decr.
zzrd, 1766, aged 72.

Buried in this Chancel.
They were persons of eminent worth.

The Doctor was descended from the
Royal family of Mawer, and was inferjor
to none of his illustrious ancestors in
personal merit, being the greatest linguist
this Nation ever produced. He was able to
spea and par_
ticul Tongues,
in w yal High-
ness to whom
he was firmly attach'd, ro propagate the
Christian religion in the Abissinian
Empire-a great and noble Design;
which rvas frusrated by the Death of that
Amiable Prince, to the great mortifietion
of this excellent Person, whose merit,
meeting with no reward in this world, wil1,
it's to be hoped, receive it in the next from
that Being whom only lustice can
influence."

This Dr. Mawer was rny great-great_
grear-great-grandfather.-8. A. W-TIEBLE
(BExLEy HEATH).

The,, Flower of Findern,,
'fnr story goes rhat.when Sir Geoffreyr Finderne rerumcd home from the Cru-
sades, he brought with him a plant from
the Holy Land. This flourished and
multiplied in his garden and eventually

TO OUR READERS
We offer five shillings for every photo_

graph with notes which w-e print on this
page. and half-a-crown for every para_
graph without a photograph s,hich u,e
consider of suffcient general interest fot
publication. Entries should be sent ro:
The Editor, tr Ludgate Square, London,
E.c.+.



A Church for 1,70O Years

A rsw miles from Cmterbur:/ is the
/ Llovclt village of Barham, dominated
by its ancient Church u'ith a gieaming
green copper spirc. There is evidence
that a Church has stood here for over
rrroo years, Some time ago two saucers of
the Roman period were ibund, with the
Chi Rho-a Christisn sYmbol-im-
printed on them. Finds from Barham ol
ih. Broor.-ag" and the Roman period are

to be seen in the Canterbury Museum, and
others, of the Saxon period, in the British
Museum. The most illustrious Rector
was Richard Hooker, auihor of the
volmes called "Of the Lap's of Ecclesias-
tical Polity". The fifth volume, *'hich is

the most valued, was written while he was

Rector of Barham. He is buried in
Bishopsbourne (the Church which he held
in plurality with Barham).-D.A.vro A.rta-

BRosE (BAsrLDoN).

Closing Rdngs

''I-rHe mediaeval closing rings found on
I.o-. churches desene studY. TheY

are somedmes called "Sanctuarv" Knock-
ers" but this is not correctl it onl,v applies
to the one at Durham, its fame enhanced
by the &amatic picture by Ralph Hedley
oi a fugitive claiming sanctuary in the
cathedral by clinging to it.

Otherwise they fulfiIled the pracdcal
rask of pulling to the healy doors of old
churches (often having sliding bars of
wood to make them securc, betbre locks
becme common). Some of these closing
rings are very decorative. At Rowlestone,
Hereford, a fine Norman church, there is
a ring formed of a Pair of entwined
snakes : it probably dates, Iike many others,
from the r4th century.-M' V- (Hrnr-
FoRD).

The WestburY Sundial
T eNcrose a photograph of the sundial
Iorer the doorway of the south porch of
the Parish Church of riflestbuY.

It is one of the largest sundia.ls in the
counrry, and bears the date r8zr. It is in
good preservation and itill tells the time
[C.U.r.; correctly.-(Mrss) F. C. Tour
(WEsTBURY).
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WeekdaY Pages

for Women
CoxoucruP BY

MentoN Huxsr
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TaesdaY-.sewiag

RLAND).

WednesdaY-Coohing
onge sandwich'
the tin much
the tin uPside

ot warer taP for a

more evenlY, thus
rhe cake sticking to
Ut;il iii-;;wEN' B rRM I N GIL{M)'

ThursdoY-Nursing

used for
easilY be
from five

FoRD, YoRKs)'

Icing the Coke
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Christmas Decoratiorts
Lovely and sparkling the "bawbles"

for the Tree which are sold in the
shops may be, but theY are also some-
times very expensivel so whY not
fty your hand at making some at
home this Christmas ? It can be great

fun improvising trom all sorts of
materials, and the children will love
helping to make fairies, coloured
bells, angels, stars and lots of other
decorative and' bright eyecatchers
which make your tree 'Your-very-
owrt,'

The fairies' and angels''bodies' are

made from twisted pipe cleaners, and
given dresses and wings made from
white or coloured paper hankies cut
s'ith the gimping scissors. Haloes or
crowns may be added, made of silver
or gold paper, and wands made from
thin rolls of silver paper ald fixed to
the pipe cleaner arms. F'aces, cut
from magazines, make a 'glamorous'
Iinish! Stars in all sizes maY be
cut from thin cardboard and covered

Winter's Artistry

with either silver or ChristmassY
paper and, sprinkledwith gold or silver
dust, lookprettyand glitter in the light
from the candles or small electric
lights which ate fixed on the branches
of the tree. If you are very clever, why
not try making some small coloured
paper flowers to add to the branches.
These may not be particularly Christ-
massy, but they certainly add gaiety
and colour. Small carrons or boxes
gaily wrapped and beribboned helP
to fill up the Tree, and if smali in-
expensive little presents are Put
inside with the children's names
written o11 they can all have that little
something extra! Dried fir cones,

coloured, frosted, or whitened, look
lovely hanging from the branches, and
if you can thread some bright berries
and loop them from the Tree they
will add still more touches of bright-
ness which all adds attractiveness to
your special Tree.

ManroN Hr,'nsr

Photo: D E TYler
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CHRISTMAS sHoflr sIoRv

with degrading tears of disappoint-

ment.
But Miss Cullen had not finished:

"You, Daniel," she said, "will be

Aneel Gabriel."
f*o t.".. crashed to the desk and

m**
Angel Gabriel

ANNY stared, his blue eYes

open wide, at the Picture Miss
Cullen was Pinning on the

Daniel smiled, pleased and delighted.
He looked hard at the Picture of

Gabriel: long robes, wings, a golden
head and glowing halo, and at first
did not hear the sniggers behind him
from the Harris boYs.

But then it was afternoon playtime.
"Ole Dan's an angel," Pete nU'illiams

called.
"You gotta be with all the girls,"

Bill Harris said.
"You ain't 'alf a cissy, Dan " the

brother added derisivelY.
"It must be yer curly 'air, Dan,

makes you look like a girl," said
someone else. And so it cgntinued.

Danny suddenly felt ashamed. His
happiness fled, Miss Cullen had
only madc him look a cissy. He was
proud no longer; instead he felt
punished, and he worried throughout
the last lesson which was singing and
usually his favourite.

On his arrival home he did not
mention the play but appeared quiet
and pensive and at tea did not show
his usual delight in rock buns.

"You feelin' off colour, Danny ?"
his mother enquired, frowning.

"Noper" he answered, his chin
almost resting on the table cloth.

"You need your 'air cut, DannY.
Alfredr" she turned to his Dad, "you
get your clippers out after tea and
give him a tngr up."

Danny was about to protest but
stopped half way, ran his hand
through his curls, grinned slyly-and
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took a rock bun. No, this was a time
when he would welcome a hair_cut.

Perched on two cushions plumped
on rhe highest kitchen chaii, he sat
perfectly still for once as his father
snipped. For once in his life he
was almost enioying a hair-cut.

"If I had a crew cut, Dad,,, he
timidly suggested, ,,vou would not
have to cut it so often.,,
_ "That's quite a point, son,', his
Dad agreed, clipping hard. ..Sure
you really waots a crew cut, Danny ?,,
he asked.

y below
. Ifhe
rieved.

But Miss Cullen said nothing next
day, well not about his stubbly head
anyway. She put them through their
fust rehearsal and Danny imagined
that she frowned when she diricted
him but that was all.

"Very well, Daniel,,, said Miss
_Cullen, "go back to your place.
Y/e'll manage as best we can. I
expect you will soon be better."

Triumphant, he returned and all

which Miss Cullen did not fail to hear.

Nor did she miss the imprecation
Danny cast on the uniottrrnate
shepherd.

She called for silence.

. "!7e'11have your solo now, Daniel,,'
she announced.

"Yes, Miss Cullen,,, assented
Danny in his natural voice, somewirat
meekly.

He was disappointed when his eve
did not develop a dramatic black and
green bruise. He peereJ into the
kitchen mimor, was not satisfied, and
so searched out an eye patch he had
wom as a pirate at the Bant_holiday
camival and wenr to school in thai.
But Miss Cullen did nor norice it
and his mother made him remove it
next dav,

The dress rehearsal and costume
fittings were agonS and wasted a

you do about it ?

IIe was forceC to stand for hours ina robe reminiscent of his motner,s
n Mrs, Smit r, who
ewing, fitted his
wings she wo_rld
rvith pins. Bur
humiliations was

-and Pete W'illiams was giggling
again.

. They were very busy norv. Errra
srnglng and staying latc afrer school
almost every day. Tney had to write

them home so
help them get

nt on for three
whole weeks.

. And then they were all reaCy. The
day of the play had come anC tle class
was bursting with nervous excitemenr.
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Angel Gabriel

ANNY stared, his blue eYes

ooen wide, at the Picturc Miss

Ci rll.n *'u, Pinning on the

ANN

Daniel smiled, pleased and delighted.
He ldoked hard at the Picture of

Gabriel: long robes, wings, a golden

head and glowing halo, and at first
did not hear the sniggers behind him
from the Harris boYs.

But then it was afternoon playtime.
"Ole Dan's ao angel," Pete Williams

called.
"You gotta be with all the girls,"

Bill Harris said.
"You ain't 'alf a cissY, Dan," the

brother added derisivelY.

"It must be Yer curlY 'air, Dan,
makes you look like a girl," said

usually his favourite.
On his arrival home he did not

mention the play but appeared quiet
and pensive and at tea did not show
his usual delight in rock buns.

"You feelin' off colour, DannY ?"
his mother enquired, frowning.

"Nope," he answered, his chin
almost resting on the table cloth.

"You need your 'air cut, Danny.
Alfred," she tumed to his Dad, "You
get your clippers out after tea and

to protest but
ran his hand

nned slYlY-and
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took a rock bun. No, this was a time
when he would welcome a hair-cut.

Perched on two cushions plumped
on the highest kitchen chair, he sat
perfectly still for once as his father
snipped. For once in his life he
was almost enioying a hair-cut.

"If I had a crew curr Dad," he
timidly suggested, .,you wouJd not
have to cut it so often.,,

"That's quite a point, sonr,' his
Dad agreed, clipping hard. ,.Sure
you really wants a crew cut, Danny ?',
he asked.

Danny nodded furiouslv below
the clippers, biting his lip. If he
lost his curls he might be reprieved.

But Miss Cullen said nothing next
day, well not about his stubbly head
anyway. She put them through their
first rehearsal and Danny imagined

, that she frowned when she directed
him but that was all.

On the following Monday they did
not have a rehearsal because Miss

But two days before the fittings for
the costumes Miss Cullen was iom-
plete with voice again. So Daniel
decided it was his turn. Straight
after prayers he went to see Miss
Cullen and by means of mouthing
words and uttering harsh whisperi
made it clear to her that he had lost
his voice now.

"Very well, Daniel,', said Miss
_9y19", "go back to your place.
W'e'll manage as best we can. I
expect you will soon be better.,,

Tdumphant, he returned and all
went well-until the third shepherd
spoilt everything. Half way thiough
he stepped back and flung out his
arms, hitting Danny in the eye-bard.
Danny let out a yell in a clear timbre
which Miss Cullen did not fail to hear.

Nor did she miss the imprecation
Danny cast on the unfortunate
shepherd.

She called for silence.
"rJ(e'11have your solo now, Daniel,',

she announced.
"Yes, Miss Cullen,,, assented

Danny in his natural voice, somewhat
meekly.

..f{e was disappointed when his eye
did nor develop a dramatic black and
green bruise. He peereJ into the
kitchen mirror, was not satisfie.J, and
so searched out an eye patch he had
worn as a pirate at the Bant_holidav
carnival and went to school in thai.
But Miss Cullen did nor norice it
anC his mother made him remove ir
next dav.

The dress rehearsal and costume
fittings were agonn and wasted a

you do about it ?

He was forceC to stand for hours in
a robe reminiscent of his morirer,s
nightgown and when Mrs. Smit r. who
was doing the sewing, fitte j his
golden carCboard wings she rvo_rld
keep iabb;ng him with pins. Bur
the worst of these humiliations was

-and Pete Villiams was giggl.ing
again.

They were very busy norv. Ertra
singing and staying late after school
almost every day. Tney had to wnte
out their parts and take them home so
that their parenrs could help them get
them right, and so it went on for thiee
whole weeks.

And then they were all reaCv. The
day of the play had com; anJ tire class
was bursting with neryous excitement.
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Thev uere restless all t.ile morning and
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Once insidc he
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mother anxiou
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Pantomime PeoPle

I. BROADHRT\I)

o

HRISTMAS and Pantomimc
,are ioseParable. AnC every
year thousands of bol's and girls

"aa 
a"i..r, to the theatres rvhere lavish

A fine marble sculpture exhibited in
Norwich Castle Museum showing

two children lYiog clasPcd in each

other's embrace beneath a trec,

reminds us of the sad story of the

Babes in the rWooC. A villainous

Norfolk squire who was the guardian

of his dead brother's two chiidren
olotted to steal the fortune which they

ioutd inherit when thel' greu' up' Hc

decided to murder them and hired

rr1,o men to take the children into a

wood and kill them. Just as depicted

in the Pantomime, one ol the thugs

could not bring hirnself to slay them
and rvhile he quarrellcd wirh his ac-

complice, the children wandered into
the ioorl and became lost' Several

davs later their boiies were found in
riUavland Wood, near Norwich'

About fiftY miles to the so'rth is

btoken man. He is Portra-veJ in
pantomime as Old Moiher Hubbard's
dog, who exPected to find a w'ell-

stocked larder but found it ernpt-v'

Robinson Ctusoe was a flesh-and-
blood person, too Daniel Defoe,
who on APril z5th, r7r9, PublisheJ
"The Life and Strange SurPrising
Adventures of Robinson Crusoe of
York, Marioer"'based his storl'on the
Iife of Alexander Selkirk who had

been marooned on the lonelv island of
Juan Fernandez. It is not kno'wn why
befoe associated Crusoe with York,
for Selkirk was a Scot I

And it was a book wh.ich made

Mother Goose famous. Some three
hundred years ago a real Goose family
lived in Boston, Lincs., and at that time
owned most of the land there. Mrs'
Goose dicd leaving her husbarid ten
children to look aftet, so Mr. Goose

married again. His second choice was

a widow who also had ten children

r89

orod,:ctions are staged--otten on lce-
Lf rvhat are gcnerally rcgarded as ever-

green fairY stories' But are theY

fairy stories ?

I[any of the Pantomime heroes who

strut the stage at this season ol the

vear. including Dick Whirtington'
ttLottt"t Goose, Robin Hood, and tire

Babes in the Vood, have had counter-
parts in real lite'

Six hundred Years ago a Young bo-v

began hi arc

stiil recal His

name was As

Lon<lon's office

Iistening

aY that Dick
Y selling his
Barbary Coast

where tlle roya'l rcsidence was overrun

trv hordes of rats' Others claim that

it was not an animal but a shtP-

advent of railw-aYs'

; \



and it was she who became the Mother
Goose of pantomime.

When Mr. Goose died she moved to
London and lived with a married

CHRTSTMAS CARDS

ConveYing the true meaning'

Verse Cards. 48 cards for onlY 5'-'
Six of eight Christmas verses, ln

red and bla&. SimPle and dignified'

Series t. 4z cards for onlY 5r-'
Seven of six NativitY scenes in

black and white.

Series z. 54 cards for onlY to -'
Three of 18 sirnPle, tasteful, con-

temporary designs. Smallish, useful
also with gifts.

Series r3o. 5o cards for onlY ro,'-'
Made uP of twelve winter landscaPe

scenes in full colour, with Scripture
text and verse inside.

Series z4o. 3o cards for onlY ro;-'
Made up of twelve winter land-

scape scenes in full colour, larger than
Series r3o, Scripture text and verse

insi<1e.

Snies 3. z8 cards for onlY ro'-'
Charming selection of z of t4

S.P.C.K. cards giving a w'ide variety
of refined contemPorary designs'

All Post free and with enveloPes'

Ve regret that part selections cannot
be suPPlied.

Postal orders, etc., made PaYabIe to
"Home Words" and addressed to
rr Ludgate Square, London, E'C'4'

BOOK REYIEI,Y

PASTOR OF THE NILE

by H. C. Jacrsor't (S.P.C'K' 1616)

his fellow-men. From his assistant-

curate daYs in DerbY, where he

olaved centre-forward for DerbY

Corrt ry, through two ITorId Vars (in
the fiist of which he served as

in France)
st men. In
when the

sreat Cathedral of All Saints in
-Cairo was Packed SundaY after

Sunday with servicemen and women
from ail over the Commonwealth, his

name was a household one throughout
the Middle East. Tirousands who

served in that theatre of war have

treasured memories of his goodness,

humour, kindness and courage' He

lived to be 94 and uP to within two
days of his death in 1957 he rose

every morning at 5.3o a.m' to sPend

the Larly hours of the day in PraYer
and meditation.

This book, adorned with the names

of the great ones with whom GwYnne

was in constant contact in his work-
Lord Cromer, Sir Reginald W'ingate,

Earl Kitchener in the earlY daYs;

Haig, \(avell, MontgomerY in tJle

two \World r$7ars-is a sPlendid

tribute to a man greatly beloved, to
whom an Eg1'Ptian officer once said,

"I am glad You have come, for when

the Briiish are religious they are the

best peoPle in the world, but when

they are not religious they are the

very devill" 
H. A. L. R.
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@ommodatio.n is now Provl{f- !1 the

f."t."t Board for over 45o aged people of the parsonage'

PENSIONS are being puid to o"t r,3oo CIIRGY WIDOWS
;;;;,;;il;;o-wo"rd oti,i.wise haveinsufrcient on which to Ii'

Tie Pensions Authority of the Church of England has acceqted -

.h;;irilft;i; hnd iro6,Joo, tt'e tott "'"tt veir-will You help ?

-- ;i;.,.,i yo uR rtr"ri:d11.irr!1.,S."r1 
f, :y. B.?: 

sub scrip tion to :

& dependants who wou ient on which to live

TEE sEcreTsY & TREASUER, THE CHURCH oF ENGLAND PBNsloNs Bom'
53, TUTON STREBT' LONDON S'W'r

(foms oJ l"ci"l aad other itdor mation gladl! sent on requesr)

7,000

SEAMEN

' used the amenitics of the Flfing
i A;g.i Clrb ur wa^lvis Blrr S-\\

Please send cheqrtes and postal ordas
tdossed Dlease) to:

DR. BARI{ARDO'S HOMES
BARNADO HOUSE

STEPNEY CAUSEWAY, LONDON' E'I

Seamen.
Tltis ltfinistrt' parlicrrlarl.r' neetls

.vour helP al Chrisltttt: rintc'

Cenaral Secr t'Tar-Y

REV. PREB. CYRTL BRO\\N'
O,B.E.' NI.A.

THE NIISSIO\S TO SEAMEN
.1 BuckittehrLnl Palace' Gardens,

I ondon. S.W.l

19I



I
Drink \ I ilr(4Iti e
ilelicious'

The Church at Work

for rhe Children
fhis Vilmtrv Societv hm helped nrulv 5,0@

cbildrm during thc Past Year'
vl/;ll vou b,eose toke o PENNY-A'WEE(
iloi iii"fp.itn clothing for the children?

Donarions and Letacies gratelully received

CHURCH OF ENGLAND

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY
(formerlY WAIFS & STRAYS)

Old Town Hell, Kennington, London, S'E'l I

, I l. Ludgite Squarc' L C 1' and prrnted^by

os Punr tcr rtoli lT' Chatrcer! Lane' W'C l

The family drink of toddY

SON lta- Founded 1785



CHURCH G LOCAL CLUBS, SOCIETiES, ETC

CHURCH.

tsell R.ingers. Sec. : Mr. A. Gamrr-on, 50 Oxford RoaC

tsible R.eading Fellowship. Sec. : Nlrs. A. Anderson, 6 liai-nes F-:eil,
Choir. Choirmaster: Mrs. E. M. Garner, 31 Oxfc:d R.o:.ci,

Cubs. Leader : Mr. Morse, 44 Townsencl Square, O:riorci
.lVlarston News Magazine. Sec. : Mrs- E. Holmes, 10 Caver.1i_.r Drjrc
Men's Forum. Sec. : Mr. H. Starmer-Smith, 15 Rippington D .
Mothers' union. Sec. : Mrs. N. E. Green, 60 Orford Ror
Parochial Chu,rch Council. Sec.: -&lrs. M. Ilatlorv. Fir Tre.. 1-L,l.e.

Oxford Road.

Fathfinde;s. Leeder;
Scouts. G.S.M. : Mr. A. Brown, 8 Mortimer Drive.
Scouts. S.M. : Mr G. Selby, .17 Cherwell Ilrive.
Scriptare lJniovl, Sec. : Mrs. E. Holirics, lC Cavendish Dr-n'e
Yo,ong Wives' Group. Sec. : tr,lrs. P Cla_v, Above Mead, Barto; _.r: :.

Herdington.
Youth Fellowship. Sec" : Miss I.- M:,soi:, 18 Ravmund Roa l

LCCAL.
Ailotment .Association. Sec. : Mr. R. Borven, 129 Oxford Road
tsritish Legion. Maiston & District Sec.: &Ir. Gratton. 13 ,._re:,,r,:ll

D;ive.
Cricket CLrh. Sec. : .h,{r. J. C-ements, 8 Leweii Avenue
Falish Coun:il. Chairman: Mr. R.unrbold, 8 Beechcy A-,cr-,..i-
Ref.lgee Committee. Miss E. \X/arburton, Cross Cottage, Eisi.-r: ;-.orJ,
Teacher-f,)arent Association. St. Nicholas Countv primal. S;l or,

Mrs. A. Smrth, ,l Windsor Crescenr.
Teacher-Parent ,Associati.on. OIC Marston S/L{ Schcol

Mr. F. Maund, 4 Ashlong Road.
Women's f,nstitute. Sec. : i\4rs. J. L. I{arley, 20 Oxforil F.o:.1
Youth C!ub. Leader : 1u4r. Thornton, 13 Fairacres Roacl Cr:;c: i

Over 60's Club. Sec.: i\{rs. J. \tr,oocl, Alan Court. l,lil.l Lr;:e

USEF'U]- INFOR.MA,TION

District Nurses, 6 Broughron's Ciose, Old r\4arsion, Tel O:rioro _i_i_117

Infant Welfare Clinic : Church Hall, 'Ihursda1.s. 2 _1 p nr
Registrar 

-of 
Births, Marriages and Dearhs : 22 Orford Road. Th ,.i::s.1-4.30 p.m.
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DIRECTCRY

wehopeallreaderswillpatronisetheshopsadvertisedinthisDirectol.y
where excellent serv.ice is assured :

Bibles anl Christian Literature :-'"-C.Gr s"ot b.por, i7n st. Clements Street, oxford """"TeL 47557

Buiche: (itrigh Class) :--'-V:-i.-White lMarsron; Ltd., 17 Salford Rd', Old Marston'"Tel' 43177

Chemist ani Post O,lfice :-"-'Sl'G.-Ofirei-(Oxto:a) Ltd., 11 OId Marston Rd', Marston ' Tel' 4382'1

Coal Distributor :----Ounl"ps, L.M.S. !flharf. Oxford 'llel'

Dairv :-- iot't Dai;y, 1-l Chsrwell Drive, New -Nlarston Tel'

Draper, Baby Wear, Ladies We=r, Household l-inen: :
---'l.k;r,h,-i Salfoia Road, Old'Marstor,... Tel.

Fish & PoultrY, anl Frczen Fcods:
G. R. Porter. 19 Salfo:d Road, Old Nlarstorr'

Funeral Directcr : -{V. n..u", & Son. I0 Cambridge 'Ierrace. Sr. Ebbe's '1e1 12529

83 Botlev Road, Oxford ............ ..... .......TeL. 420r1

General Drapers & Outfitters, Dry Cleanillg,. Shoe Repairer :
---S- b. Nl'clenning & Son, 4 ihe'rveli Drrve New Marston 'fel' 61413

Grocery Provlsions and Old Marsisn Fcst Offlce :

L.'E. H. Ha1'le. Oxford Road, OIC Marston.

ltra'iCressing, L:lies & Gents :

S. T. Greenarvay. '102 Marston Road, Oxford

Flardware Sto:es and Paratrn Delivery Service :

L. C Boireux. ij Che;rvell Drive, Marston

LaunCerers and DrY Cleaners :

Advance Laundrie. Orford) Ltd , Leopold Srreet. Oxiord TeL 41077

--d.en's, Yor:h's & j-.-'r'eli e Wea,-, hlterations & Repairs:
" Percy's," 11 Saiford Road. Old Marston

Newsagents, Tobaccon sts & Staticners :

K. A. Baxter, 7 Old \'iarston Road, Oxford .

C. C. Green, 13 Salford R.oad, Old -t\'larston . ....

Plumber. Sanitary Engineer & Decorator :

A. I. Walton, A.M.Inst.B.E., 1 Beechey Ave., Old Marston Tel. 47107

Radio & Television : Rental, Sales or Service :

lV. R. Hammond, 76 Odord Road, Old Marston.

Taxi - Car trIire (Long or Short Journeys):
;\4arston Taxi Service, Mr. & Mrs. Leact,' 2 Cavendish Drive,

Old Marston. .Tet. 47197

Wavy Line Grocer :
Harwood, Salford Stores, 15 Salford Road, Old Marston,. ..TeL.43174

Cover picture.' O come, let us adore Him. The Times

Ollver & Son. Prlntcrs. OxIord

4212\

61636

4115r

Tel. 49668

Tel. 48726

-I-el. 61663

'lel. 43'212

'1e1. 12123
Tel. 489J2


