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ST NICHOLAS CHURCH - OLD MARSTON

Vicar: Rev. Paul N. Rimmer, M,A., ll Elsfield Road, Old Marston"
TcL" : 47034.

Parish Worker: Miss O. J. Lodge, The Flat, 15 Mil1 Lane, Old Marston.

Churchwarciens : Dr. C. W. Carter, Eaglesfield, fack Straws Lane, Oxford
Tel. : Ox{ord 41167.

Mr. B. G. Oliver, 13 Jack Straw's Lane, Oxford.
Tel. : Oxford 47997.

Organist : Mrs. E. A. Garner, " Barn Gates," 31 Oxford Rd., Old Marston.
Tel. : 41888"

SERVICES:
Sundays : Hoiy Communion 8.0 a.m.

Also on First Sunday of the month, 12 noon.
FAMILY COMMUNION: 9.30 a"m. on 3rd Sunday of month.
Children's Church: 1I a"m. in Hall.
Ivlorning Prayer : 11 a.m.
Senior Catechism : 10.0 a.m., Sunday. (Hall).
Evensong : 6.30 p.m.

Saints' Days : Holy Communion as announced,

tloly Baptism : Fourth Sunday of the month at 3.0 p.m. unless othenvise
announced, Notice must be given.

Holy Matrimony : Banns to be glven in at the Vicarage.

Ci{URCII ORGANISATIONS AND MEETINGS :

(As the covers are priuted in advance you are advised to consult the
Notice BoarC in the Church Porch, in case of alteraiion of times).

Mothers' Union : Alternate Wednesday afternoons (2.45 p.m.), and
Evenings (7.45 p.m.).

Young Wives'Group: Alternate !flednesdays in Church Hall, at 7.45 p.n.
Men's Forum : Monthly on Wednesdays at 8 p,m.J as announced.
Youth Fellowship : First Sunday, Holy Communion and Breakfast, also

ThirC Sunday after Evensong, and as announced.

Senior Catechism: (Boys and Girls, 11-13 years), l0 a.m., Sundays.
Brownies : Fridays, 5"30 p.m. in Hall.
Girl Guides : Tuesdays, 7.0 p.m.

Cubs : Mondays, 6.15 p"m. in Hall.
Scouts : Thursdays, 7.15 p.m. in Hall.

WEEKDAY SERVICES :

Matins 
- 

7. 15 a:r,. (Daily'ercept Saturdays)
Evensong - 5.15 p.m. (Daily excepi Saturdays)
Holy Communion - Wednesday, 7.15 a.m. (in place of Matins)

THE COVER PICTURE depicts the Marston Chalice, reflecting on its
bowl the spires of the University, the facrory chimneys of Cowley, and
homes with T.V" Masts-all symbolic of the life of our village. The design
rs by Mr. Brian Cairns.

OLD MARSTON

ry



PARISH CALENDAR trOR NOVEMBER,
Nov. i. ALL SAINTS, DAy.

,, 2.

,, 4. from Oct' 31st).

. Br"akfast).



Scpt

Oct.

1.
8.

29.
6.

HOLY MATRIMONY
Cl;vc Hollorvay arrd Mary I(ay Wilkir-is.
James Christopher Boyce and Sylvia Heather Clarkc-
Edward William -Nlorse and Patricia Anne Lane.
DaviC Tob and Diana Mary \Winifred. Jones.

IN MEMORIAM
Francis lames Haynes, 75 years.

(Lodge Hill Crematorium, Birmingham).
George Sharp (I-eiccstcr).
William Boultwood, 65 yearr;.
Lena Victoria l{,.rlcup, 39 years

COLLECTIONS A.ND COMMUNICANTS

Trinity XI
Trir-rity XII
Trinity XIII
Feast of St. Matthias
Trinity XIV
Feast of St. Michael & A1l Anqeis
Trinitv XV

€ s. d. Communicants
29 72 rA 46

Ar.rg. 28.

Oct. 3.
u15,<

Sept. 2.
a

,' 76-
u 21.

)1'
7q

,, 30.

)it t/
4t u 9

303I
3666

28
61

7
4l

6
19
l0Total Number of \y'eek-day Communicants

ALT.AR. FI-OWER ROTA
Nov. 4. Mrs. Harlei.

,, 11. Mrs. Vernede.
,, 18. Mrs. Bellingham.
u 25. Mrs. Jenkins and r\,Irs. Sprav.

TEIE VICAR'S I-ETTER
My Dear Friends.

Novernber rnarks the season of Remembrance

services. If
the sacrifice
holding our
we do not

f peace, and

Peace is not an idea. It means people becoming different. It demands
a_ willingness. to sacrifice our selfishnesi for the sakl of our nation, rath.;
than the nation for the .ate of ,lu- .elfi.hne::.



Your sincere fr.iend and Vicar,

%^.Q^2=
TI{E NEW YII-LAGE I{ALL

STU-DY GR.OL?S
The Studv Grouns on the Christian Faith are now meeting on the 3rdweek o[ rhe month ar various-Lime;: ']i;;;';:Lrd 

tike to join one foi anhour or "o please send in your name to ihe Vica., and you will be put intouch wirh a qrouD. rrre boot_-wrriJ i;;"r:''rh6 urriJ r"r"aTir."*rl# i,,
,'nl1'*nt?i'" ";*t?fl ." 

ou t';;; Fi' 
-e:- 

H;;iii;'; u',a -op1.,,i.- i'jir juG
cHrL 

flock......"
C of Infants.

are th one place. lfe
of the e into the care



Vitiage Hall and not return to the Vicarage. A "thank-you" to all the
parents who have co-operated so well during the temporary re-organization
of or:r SunCay School. \We shall be returning to the Church and the Church
Hrll as soon as it is practicable.

PAR,ISH MAGAZINE
o.J.L.

If there is little news in this month's parish magazine, you must blame
the Vicar who has had to write the major part of it himself, as scarcely any
contributions were sent in by our various church organisations. Secreiariei
are reminded that anything for the magazine should arrive not later than
the mid4le of the month, and should be written our in full, and if possible,
typed. This wiil add a great deal to the inrerest of the magazine.
PARISH I"ROGRAMMES

These are available in church free of charge and you are invited to take
one at anytime for yourself, or your friends.
CONFIR,MATION TALKS

The first Confirmation Talk will be on Thursday, November Sth at
7.30 p.m. in the Vicarage and forms are available in Church. Candidates
should be at least 13 years old, and will be expected to attend every session.
THE GALLERY, THE LIGHTS AND THE ORGAN

At the time of writing the main beams have been cemented into place
for the.ringers loft, and soon work will begin on the part of the galleiy to
be used by the congregarion.

haul Ii'i"f 
dismantled for repair and over-

rhe ?3 ini.S,'ii'lr"in3t#.".','.1r',',#'lrr,,fi
present wiring system over the years.

The Bishop of Oxiord has mosr kindly consented to come and dedicate
S_._grt].jy-_r_,_3_special service on St. Nichdlas'Day, Dec.6th ar 7.30 p.m.
TiIE SCOUTS

rom a strenuous ten
Group Scoutmasters
he course dealt with
an active part in all

4_rp ought to go to Mr. Smith for throwing
himself s responsibilities, and for sacrificing aI
least one ouse-rs during tfie distempering of"the
inside of

GUIDES AND BROWNIES
When the Guides and Brownies organize a Jumble Sale in Marsron,

there are few people who are unaware of it.
At their last sale they raised r22 rs. 5d. Such a mountain of articles

were collected for sale thar many young stallholders stood on chairi i,, ;il;;to be seen by the customers.
_ Og, thanks go to Mrs. Airies and to Mrs. Cousins for all their help inBrownie activities.

Mrs. Clarke has now been handed her $Tarrant as Guide Captain.we wish her every success in the future with her enthusiastic .oLp-""'}a --'



HOME WORDS NOVEMBER, 1962

W, R. MITCHELL TELLS OF AN ABBET

*

In The Vale of Nightshade
WHICH BECAN,IE ONE OF THE LARGEST

CISTERCIAN HOUSES IN ENGLAND

UST over a century ago, in 1857,

the railway came to Furness,
north of Morecambe BaY, and

the old approach to the district, across

miles of sands at low tide, was

abandoned as travellers and goods

were taken the easier way to llarrow
and the Cumberland coast. A short
distance from Barrow, the railwaY-
builders entered a secluded little
valley, the Vaie of Nightshade, and

broke the 7oo-Years-old Peace of
Furness AbbeY. Soon ttains were

clattering within sight of where the

High Altar once stood.

Farrning Pioneers
Furneis AbbeY, in mediaeval times,

was one of the largest and most
progressive Cistelcian houses in
England. The Abbot seemed almost

as powerl'ul to the folk in Furness as

the King. He Presided over a latge

organisation which had as its pr'imary
p.rrPo.. the worshiP and service of
-God, t.rt which also pioneered trade
and farming in a then remote and

almosr unknown part of the Kingdom'
The Abbey's Possessions were

enormous, ranging northwards into
the Lake District; eastrvards into
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire; west-

wards to Ireland and the IsIe of Man'
The Abbot did not need to go into
lodgings when he visited York, for he

had a mansion there.
AII this prosPeritY began when a

small group of Savignian monks

braved the terrors of Morecambe
Bay's shifting sands in rrz7. It
ended with the dissolution of the
monastery almost four centuries later.

Secluded Site
The red sandstone ruins of Furness

Abbey lie on the outskirts of Barrow-
in-Furness, yet they are still delight-
fuiiy secluded, except from the gaze

of railway travellers. The station that
intruded last century is now closed to
passeflger traffrc, though many goods

and passenger trains pass along the
line which shattered the Peace of
the Vale of Nightshade, so called
because of the old-time profusion of
deadly plants of that family, scarce,

bur not extinct, today.

Built to last
One of the last buildiogs erected at

Furness was the western tower' It was

tackied so late, in fact, that some

historians have wondered whether it
was completed before the havoc of
dissolution. The remains rise in
their perpendicular maiesty, and on the
buttresses you see niches in which
statues were placed. The monks
were skilful builders, for,when the
superstructure of this lvestern tower
fefl, formilg a great heaP on the
ground, and being drenched bY rain
over the years, it became so sttoogly
cemented together that gunPowder
was needed to break it up for removal'

r6r



llth Century Arches flonking the Chcpter House.

Hardly arything remains of the
Norman nave.

As you stand in the presb)'tery,
and see the stub of the great east
window, ponder on the fact that it
must have been nearly 5o feet high
when completed. The best preserved
feature of Furness Abbey is here:
a combined sedilia and piscina. The
sedilia were stone seats, richly
canopied, which were used by the
priescs ministering at the altar.

Sceae uf Surtender
Also well preserved are five semi-

circular arched openings, put in
place about r23o. Two of them led
into book closets, and another was the
entrancer through a vaulted vestibule,
into the Chapter House.

It was in the Chapter House that
the saddest event in the history of
Furness Abbey took place. rVhat
King Stephen gave, Henry VII[ took
away. In 1537, the deed of surrender

use. Photo: fhe.{utho,-

was signed, and the property was
handed over to the Crown. The
"lamp of our Lady of Furnesse was
extinguished tbr ever." The monkJ
dispersed, each clutching 4os.; the
King's Comrnissioners began to sell
up the wealth of the Abbey, and
valuables were removed. Then began
pillage and destruction. Y/ithin a

very short time a thriving Abbey was
iust a cluster of ruins.

Many Oumers
Since the r6th century there have

been a succession of owners-
Curweos, Preston Patricks, Prestons,
Lowthers, Cavendishes-and it tgz4
the ruins became the concern of the
countrvt through the Ministry of
'Works. They set to work tidying up
the seven or eight acres of hallowed
ground which had degenerated into
a playground, and they preserved the
masonry) which lay like the stumps of
old teeth on a gum of verdant green,



. A PS TCHIATRIST CO NSIDERS
A HUMAN PROBLEM

To Comfort All
That Mourn

/^t RIEF,

Lr }ro'o',
broken, overwhelmed, someone who
is openly expressing his sorrow for a
loved one ? It is not difficult to be
aware of such a person's need or to
recognise his cry for sympathy,
encouragement and support. Many
people, however, are shy and withdraw
into themselves because they are
vulnerable-but their need is for
someone who will reach out to them
and who will not be deceived by the
strength of their reserve.

A family who have been hit by

- some desperate tragedy may meet
the crisis by a brave attempt not to
let the tragedy get them down. They
may react by controlling every
expression of emotion, may push aside

' the grief and cover the hurt and tty
not to let it affect them. rJflhat of
such families, do they want our help
or are we unwelcome intruders ?
1Ve often comfort ourselves by
saying that they are better Ieft alone,
better helped to forget, better dis-
tracted from their sadness rather than
encouraged to feel it, Because we are
uneasy we cannot tolerate the ex-
pressions of their griet we cannot
stand being involved. rVe have not
the compassion that will suffer with
them, but only the pity of the out-
sider. Experience, however, in clinics
and hospitals shows that grief that
has been pushed aside may be the
cause of anxiety, depression and
failure to function fully in later life.

A child failing in school work and
unable to make friends, or another
who is overactive, restless, des-

tructive and antisocial, or one with
physical symptoms for which no
organic cause can be found, or with
anxieties and fears, may be reacting
to the loss of brother, sister or parent
for whom he cannot express his
mourning. Depression, instability,
moodiness, or symptoms of physical
illness may be the a.dult's reaclion to
a death the pain of which has been
denied and repressed and these
symptoms may be prevented if the
sufferer is helped to mourn deeply
and to grow through thc experience.

tiThen we love someone we can also
feel angry, critical and irritable with
them, so death brings not only
sor-row but genuine feelings of guilt,
and the sharing of these feelings is of
posirive value; by this sharing sym-
pathy, love and support can be experi-
enced. Thenifthe pain ofthis experi-
ence has been deeply felt, trul-v shared
and spontaneously expressed the family
or individual can emerge from the
suffering stronger and more mature.

To comfort those thar mourn means
understanding the validity of rhe
guilt feelings, knowing the true value
of the expression of grief and sorrow,
sharing the feelings and supporting
the family who may be unable to
make demands and may try to c)ose in
on themselves.

To do this means discarding all the
hearty efforts to cheer them upr to
help them forget and think of orher
things. It means avoiding al.l advice
however well meant, It involves
being in the siruation with them, not
trying to get them out of it. It may
sometimes mean asking fot specially
skilled help from priest or docrorl
it may sometimes mean encouraging
the family to get help from a psych.ia-
tric clinic, but it will always mean for
the comforter a time of testing when
his capacity to help will be measured
by the quality of his listening and the
strength of his compassion.

Dn. Mrr,onro Porr
r63



o Saron Caraings at Langford
fua beautilul thurch ar [.angford in
r Oxfordshire has some Saxon can'ings

built into the much later porch. In rhe
group at the Cross rhe figures of St.
John and St. iVlary have been transposcd
from their usual positionsl always they
are found looking up to the Cross instead
of alvay liom it as now. For their great
age the figures are well preserved.

Nl \?. (Hrnrronn).

liel.l.r Chut'ch's Linhuith Abirgdon
Abbey

tTtst neu' church of Chrisr Church,
I Nortircrurr, near Abing.lon. u'hich

serves a ncu, housing area of 7,ooo
people, maol,of whom work at the
Atomic Energy Research Establ.ishment at
Harwell, has becn converted from a r5th
centur]. tithe barn which rvas built by
the monks of Abingdon Abbey, and much
of the conversion work has been done by
voluntary labour The Right Rev.
Frank Houghton, formet Bishop of
Eastern Szechwan, China, preached at the
Harvest F-eslival last year.

The history ofthe tithe barn is recalled
in rhe new church's furnishings, The
Abingdon Ctoss is used as the focal
emblem of the Christian faith, and its
square design is repeated on the Altar-
The Lectern is of stone from Abingdon
Abbey, and the stone for the pulpi.t base
comes from the old Abbcy Mill q'hich the
Barn suppiied with corn for grinding. A
threshold stone from the ancient North-
cotrrr l\{aaor has been used as material
tbr the Font

Church l{otes
and Views

o
Choir Relations
FBw members of St. Nicolas' church,
^ Percnsey, arc no'r rclateci to one or
more felloq' members, In keeping rvith
this tradition the vicar, the Rev. J. E.
Robertson, recently admitted two
brothers, Gavin and Stephen Turner.

Already the 3o-strong choir includes
the brothers Mr. F. and lvlr. H. J. Miller.
H. J. has tw'o daughters, Suzanne and
Pauline, in the choir, and two nephews of
the brothers, Hugh Miller and David
TrottJ are joined by their cousin, Mrs.
'Pamela Tomsett, and her husband.

The deputy organist, Mr. V. S. J.
Woodward, sings in the choir, as does his
son Davir{; so do Mr. and l\fus. C.lements;
and I{r. John $0ootron and his daughter,
Miss Mary-Jane Wootton.

The fullcr family providcs three girls-
the twins Yvonne and Christine, and
sister Jean-their father, Mr. Roy Fuller,
being also a bell-ringer. Frances and
Pauline Cheshire have the company of
their.brother Martin; Brenda Chapel
attends rvith her sister Rosemary; and
Josd Turner and her brother l\'Lartin are
ioined bt, their married sister, Mrs.
Barbara Richards.

Recently a relation of the Miller farnily
who had been out of touch for many
years heard of the appeal for d3,ooo
initiated b1, choir members to defray the
cost of a new organ in place of the present
very ancient and dilapidated one.

He rernembered that an ancestor of,

theirs, Samuel Albert Miller, u'as for 6o
years organist at the church. In r93o he
died, at the age of 84, and is buried in the
churchyard. His photograph still remains
in the vestry as a reminder of his long
servtce.

In gradtude lbr this, the relation sent
a donation to the orgatr testoration fund.

D, M. HoLDswoRrH
(Prvrusrr).
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Church Touler qt Cascob
I r Cascob in Radnorshire, the lowerI \ parr ofthe rvestern tower has a mound

of earth heaped rornd it. Probabl_v this
is Iater than the building of the torver,
as uas found recentl]' b]. excavation ar
Bleddfa in the same county- And excava-
tion might reveal the same origin, the
mound containing the remains of an
earlier or perhaps the upper part of the
tower, which had fallen. In rhe latter
case, it would seem to have been replaced
by the timber-lramed bell chamber, pro-
bably a few centuries ago.

M. !7. (HEREFoRD).
Well Worth Preseroingrfaur spire o[ the modern Church arr Pillirg can bc seen [or miles ovcr thc
Fylde district between Blackpool and
Lancaster, but rvhen the new Church
rvas buiLt, the old one, a Eeld away, rvas
not closed and is still uscd for funerals.
With its unusual gallerv on one side only,
its tlrree decker pulpit and beauriful
plain glass window behind the altr, it is
certainly worth a visit.

E. KrrcErNG (THoRNTitN CnrvErvs)
The Face o;f Fatnine
\[fe are living in a world of hungry
Y v mouths. Nearly half of th. o.orId't

population-perhaps more-will 1ie down
to sleep todav, not merely without having
eateq as much as they would like, but
suffering in some positive degree from
malnutrition.

Therc are something uoder 3,ooo
million people in the rvorld; berrveen
3oo and 5oo miliion are sufering from
aclrre malnutrition; another r,ooo million
suffer from malnutrition in varving
degrees.

In the last ten years some 8oo million
children have come into the world. Of
these, roo million are already dead from
hunger aud disease.

GraceJul Epitaph
fn the parish churchyard of Great
^ Linlbrd in Buckinghamshire, I camc
across the simple grave of a young girl.

The surrounds are of ordinary brown
stone and the follou'ing inscription
neatly carved on a small stone at the foot
of the grave presented to me a truc
picture of the damsel as she was in life:

"It uas as if she were a rose tree uhich
climbed the garden wall, bur blossonrcd on
the other sid,-" A. l.yNcH (BEDFoRD)-



Church Totaer at Cascob
A r Cascob in Radnorshire, the Iower

I L part ofthe rvestern tower has a mound
of earth heaped romd it. Probabl-v this
is larer than the building of the tower,
as uas flound recently by excavation ar

Bleddfa in the same count-g. And excava-
don might reveal the same origin, the
mound containing the remains of an
earlier or perhaps the uPper part of the
tower, which had fallen, In the latter
case, it would seem to have been replaced
by the timber-framed bell chamber, pro-
bably a few centuries ago.

M. W' (Hrnrrono)'
Well Worth Preseroing
rTtne spire o[ the modern Church at
r Piilirg can be seen lor miles ovcr Lh(

Fylde district betrveen Blackpool and
Lancaster, but u.hen the new Church
was built, the old one, a field ar*'ay, lvas
not closed and is still used for funerals.
With its unusual gallery on one side only,
its tlrree decker pulpit and beautiful
plain glass *'indow behind the altu, it is
certainlv worth a visit.

E. I(r'rcnrxc (TaonNrou Crrrvmrvs).
The Fqce of Farnine
Itr/r are hvtng in a uorld of hungry
v v mourhs. Nearlv half of the q'orld's

population-perhaps more-will lie down
to sleep toda),, not merely without having
eaten as much as they rvould like, but
suffering in some positive degree from
malnutririon

There arc something under 3,ooo
million peopie in the world; betrveen

3oo and 5oo million are suffering from
aclre malnutrition; another r,ooo million
suffer from malnutrition in varying
degrees.

In the last ten years some 8oo million
children have come into the world. Of
these, roo million are already dead from
hunger md disease.

Graceful EPitaPh
fN the parish churchyard of Greac
r Lirib.d in Buckinghamshire, I came
across the simple grave of a young giri.

The surrounds are of ordinary brown
srone and the tbltorving inscription
neatly carved on a small stone at the foot
of the gravc presented to me a true
picture of the damsel as she was in Iitt:

" It uas as i{ she were a lose tree uhich
climbed the garden'aall, but blossonted on

the other side" A. LYNCIT (Beoronl).
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YOUNG

ARRANGED

Is Your l{ame Martin ?

St. Martin's Day is November r tth.
Who was St. Martin ? He was a

Roman soldier, and his name, Martin,
comes from Mars, the Roman goJ or'
war. "Belonging to Mars" is the
meaning of the name Marrin.

But it is not for his exploits as a
soldier that we remember St. Martin.
One very cold winter day a shivering
beggar asked St. Martin for alms.
But St. Martin found himself without
any money at all. Drawing his
sword, Sr. IVlartin cut his military
cloak in two, and gave one half to the
poor beggar. \7hen he had finished
his term of military service St.
Martin worked as a missionary in
France for some years, and was
eventually appointed Bishop of Tours.

The lives of other bearers of the
name Martin remind us that we can
show courage, even if we're not
soldiers. Martin Luther, for example,
was a very brave man.. By fearlessly
denouncing the evils that were
spoiling the work of the Church in
his day, he risked his life as much as
many a soldier.

The Englishman, Martin Frobisher,
who lived in the days of Queen
Elizabeth I, was a gallant explorer.
He was one of those who, in a frail
little ship, risked his life in trying to
find the North-West Passage to India.

Martin Rinkart was a brave German
pastor who refused to leave his
people when a great plague was
killing thousands. rVhen at lasr the
plague was over he wrote a hymn we
still love to sing, "Now thank we all
our God." Another brave German
pastor in our own day was Martin
Niemoller, whose church was in
Berlin. \When Hitler and his Nazis
persecuted the Church, Martin
Niemoller !*,as the leader of those who
resisted them. G. E. Drccr,r

Reading The Bible
Together

lfere is a reading for All Saints'
Day, November rst, for which
you will need four people to read
the parts:-
Reaelonon, ch.'7

v. 9... ...,Nerrator
ro..... ,.Saints
rt-r2 . . .Angels
13..... ..Elder
14-17 . ..Narrator

Bequ.est Boards
In the porch of you! church you

may find boards on which you may
read what people in the pest have
said shall be done with the money

r66
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they leave when they die. Some have
left a certain sum of money to provide
bread for the poor, or to give neces-
sities to the sick and needy. You may
think that the amounts left-perhaps
only a pound or two--do not sound
very much, but You must remember
that at the time the mooey was left it
was worth much more than it is
today. Some of the details of these

Prayer Book Puzzle
$V'hat is the people's resPonse when
the ptiest says the follolving ?-

O Lord, save the Queen.
O Lotd, open thou our liPs.
O Lord, save thy people.
O God, make speed to save us.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Endue thy ministers with right-

eousness.
O God, make clean our hearts

within us.
Check your answets in the services

for either Morning or Evening Prayer
in the Book of Common Prayer.

A Young Organist
After being Deputy Organist at

St. Ann's Church, Tottenham, for
two yearsr Nigel J. C. Gotteri was
this year appointed Organist and
Choirmaster with effect from rst
Januaty, 1962.

Nigel is the youngest person ever
to hold the joint office at St. Ann's,
and at r4 years of age is possibly the
youngest Organist and Choirmaster
in the country.

The Deputy Organist, Roger G.
Green, who is only 15 years of age, is
following hard on the footsreps of
Nigel.

fhorpeness Mill, Suffolk Phoro: E. Wells

bequests make
reading.

very rnterestrng

s. P. G.

The oldest society in the Church of
England for sending out missionaries
is the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel, known as S,P.G. It was
founded in r7or. \(ith its money, it
sends out clergy, teachers, doctors
and nurses, and helps men and women
to train for service overseas. It builds
churches, schools, colleges, hospitals
and dispensaries. In the Far East it
has had to help to rebuild the Church
which suffered very much during the'War. We must always remember
that the Church Overseas is part of
oar church, and it is up to us to learn
as much as we can about it, to give to
it and to pray for it regularly.

Why Do We
I{eep Sunday ?

The answer to this is because ir is
the day on which Our Lord rose from
the dead-the day of the first Easter.
Every time we say the Apostles'
Creed we say "The third day He rose
again from the dead", and this was
such an important event in the
history of the world that it was
decided to keep it as the first day of
the week, and as a specially holy day
for all Christians. So every Sunday
is like a little Easter, and we go to
church to offer God our worship and
prarse,
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Party Decarations

A pretty and unusual decoration may
be made by flring eeergreens and baubles
on to an ordinarv coatllanger.

Following the lines of tbe coathanger,
fix on (rvith sellotape) greens-such as
hoily, laurel, etc.-interlaced rvith fir
cones, coloured berries. Next cover the
v'ire hanget part wirh metal lbil and tie on
a brightly coloured bow of ribbon or
crepe paper. Fix small cup hooks in the
wood on the undcrside and use to hang on
coloured balls and porn^poms.

These arrangemerlts are specially
useful in a large hall and make economical
splashes of colour at very little cost.
Holly balls mav be made by using raw
potatoes in various sizes. First push a
piece of pliable *'ire righr through the
centre and join the ends by twisting them
to form a loop for hanging, Stick into the
potato small pieces of holly or other
evergreens to form a complete ball.
Decorate with bright coloured ribbons or
tinsel and hang where required.-
Manrow Hunsr.

Photo: €ric l. King

Party Gatnes

Potaro peeling can be great ful.
First give each player a large potato

(everybod1,'should have equal sizes) and a
klife or potato peeler. Te1l them to peei
the potato as quickly as rhey can and ia as
tew pieces as possible.

\0'hen they have all finished. give them
each a handful ofpins and tell them to pin
the pieces back on to the potato so that ir
iooks as jf it has not been peeled.

The one who completes his potato first
is the winner and the idea is to put the
peel back so that the pieces fit together
and looks rvhole once again,

The main thing is not to tell the players
the second part of the gme until they
complete the first.--N.L{rroN Hr,'RST.

yi, If you know of a good hint for out
household pages, serd it to the Editor,
Women'a Page, rr, Ludgate Square,
London, E.C,4. We offer six 5s. prizcs
eYery month.



SHORT STORT FOR NOVE4vIBER

It A11 Comes Right in the End
BY EILEEN WEBB

/^t LORTA Swannage edged herself
I -l carefully out of her armchair,
\zt retrievea n.. silver-topped
walking stick from the floor and,
without a glance at the other old
ladies in the large, sumry lounge, left
the room.

She had overheard matron telling
the housemaid that a newcomer was
expected ar eleven o' clock, and she
wanted to be the fust to see her. If
she liked the look of her, she would
wait until the housemaid ieft her in
her bedroom, then she wouid knock
on her door and bid her welcome. She
hoped she would like her, because,
although she got on quite well,
superficiallS with the others, there
was no one for whom she really cared.
They were noi her kind; too narrowly
domestic in their interests.

She walked across the red-carpeted
hall to the self-operating lift, and
pressed the button. Such a silly fuss
most of them made about the lift;
it was obvious they had never travelled
far from home.

In her own bedroom, she drew a

chair up to the window and watched
the drive. Two minutes after the
hall-clock struck eleven, a rryoman,
carry'ing a small suitcase, walked
through the open gates.

Gloria felt her heart coiltract with
disappoiotment. The woman had
the scrubbed-clean Iook of an old
kitchen table, and iust as stripped of
uoessentials. A faded grey costJ
Iimp and washed, clung to her thin

figure, and a blue hat, too bright for
her pale face, slipped to a rakish
angle over wispy grey hair.

Neoer judge a sausage by its shin,
she reminded herself, unwilling for
her own sake to condemn. Vrhat
finally brought a look of martYred
disgust to her blue eyes was the
gait of the newcomer. She appeared
to have no control over her body as

she proceeded along the drive. She
lurched into the privet hedge on the
left, and from this impact scuttled
forward in an oblique direction to
the herbaceous border on the right.
Her small suitcase swung out from
her hand and fell with a thump
against her thighs, and all the time
her pale face wore a beatific expression
of wonder and delight.

STith an impatient gesture, Gloria
got up from her chair.

"What a crab !" she said io a

clear ringing tone to the empty room.
She crossed the green carpet to

her limed-oak dressing table, took a
pink tipstick from her cosmetic case

and traced in the shape of her small
mouth. Her fingers patted the waves
of her silver hair, then fluttered
nervously at the froth of white
collar round her neck.

It was no use ; she just could not
bear it here any longer. Living
exclusively with a lot of old ladies was
Iike playing ten little nigger boys. Then
there were nine , . . then there zuere

norte ! She wished she did not live
here with its reminders of life's
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transiency, but where could she go ?

iliv. and she had lived extravagantly,
and now she had only a small personal
lncome.

"For the moment, Mrs. Swannager"
Matron said, "I want our new friend,
Mrs. Agnes Roberts, to share Your
table."

She was glad of companY, even if it
was this old cra-b scuttling into her
se^t. One of the little nigger boys had
shared lrcr table until last week' and
anyone was better than no one. She

took her table napkin from its silver
cylinder and spread it across the laP

of her blue silk dress. She had
difrculty suppressing a delicate
shuddcr as Agnes Roberrs whiPPed
a scarlet apron romd her middle.

Agnes had bright brown eYes, and
they darted exploringlY round the
oak-floored dining room. "This is
the most buutiful house I have ever
seenr" she enthused. "It shows that
people ere for us even though we
are old."

"The grounds are lovely, too,"
Gloria said politely.

Chops, new potatoes, garden Peas
on their plates, and not a smear of
graly left when Agnes Roberrs had
6nished.

"I was very lucky to get into this
homer" she confided as they waited
for the sweet course. "Mrs. Fielding
pulled a few strings fot me, otherwise
I wouldn't be here."

"Oh, I had no trouble," Gloria
replied. "Of course, I pay."

"\il'ell, it's only right if You have
the money, isn't it ?"

Agnes seemed oblivious of any
distinction. "It must be terribly
expensive for the council. The
furnishings and decorarions are so
colourful and modern. You know,"
she went on in a lowered voice,
"I'm not one of those who haven't a

good word for anything modern.
Same with the youngsters ; I'm all
for them. I've spent most of mY life

working in a small hotel for stage

folk, and, believe me, the Youngsters
with their coloured hair and iiving
afe no worse thao our own generation."

Sitting stili in her chair, the new-
comer looked as normal as any of
them. Her face, though it lacked
fine breeding, revealed an intelligent,
lively interest in everything. Gloria
felt a stirring of warmth towards her.

i'I was on the stage, mYself," she

offered tentativelY.
"Go on ! I wonder if I knew You ?

'swannage' the matron said, didn't
she ? Swannage. . . Swannage-no,
Gloria Swannage ?"

Considering it was thirt-v-five years

since Clive had insisted she give up
the stage, Agnes Roberts had a good

memory. She would know some of
the others, too. !0'hat exciting things
they would have to talk about.

"What I remember best about You
on the stage," Agnes began, and she

waited quite hungrilY for her, "was
when you played Deidre in-oh, what
was it ?-Waiting for loz'e, and You
recited that beautiful poem about not
being afraid to love, even though you
know you're going to get hurt. Some
of 1'our company were in our hotel,
and I meant to get hold of a coPY, but
I never did."

"I haven't forgotten it. I will write
it out for you, some time."

She was almost aftaid to encourage
the newcomer in spite of her longing
to exchange reminiscences, and after
she had her afternoon rest, she joined
some of the other ladies. TheY
sauntered into the near-bY Public
park and looked at the flowers and the
children playing. She did not see

Agnes until they were returning for
tea. She was coming out of the wood
at the south side ofthe park, scanning
the trees and referring to a small book
io her hands.

"I've always wanted to know the
names of trees," she said when they
were having tea, "And now I have
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the chance. fsn't it wonderful here ?
Plenty of time to learn about all the
things that matrer."

This was a refreshing change from
family and domestic chaiter.

"I know the names of rnost of the
trees in this area. In the morning
we will go rogether, and I will point
out their distinguishing features. You
.*'ill sooo learn."

As the days passed, she found her-
self looking forward ro Agnes,s
company. She was bright and chatty,
learning quickly about naturc, and
knowing so many people in her own
profc-ssion there lvas always plenty to
talk about.

On the first Sunday morning, they
sat together in church. She Ioved the
music and atmosphere, but God
seemed far away from her, and she
was never able to resolve her doubts.
She could not tell what Agnes was
thioking, but occasionally she would
look away fi'om the preacher, and her

Photot Reece Winstone

bright brown eyes would rest lovingly
on the beauriful scriptural windows.
Hel voice, when tirey were singine,
was thin and s$,eet, slipping easily
into a lower octave when the notei
were too high, as though nothing
should stop her from singing her
pralses.

Valking home together, Gloria
suddenly wanted to KNO\r(/ what
Agnes believed. "If some very clever
roen are atheistsr" she began, and stop-
ped rvhen Agnes interrupted her tvith
a rich chuckle, "There,s a big diff-
erence between cleverness and
wisdom !"

She scemed short of breath and
was beginning her oblique lurching
along the drive. Gloria caught hei
arm in a firm, steadying grip.

"Agnes," she said, and did not
notice that she had used her Christian
name, "Agnes, do you believe we
go to Heaven when w-e die ?,,

Agnes was silent for a moment,



then she said carefully, "I don't
beliL,r'c we shoot straight up intcr
God's presence, as though we had
taken off in one of those new-fangled
rockets. A few people migl-rt be good
enough, but I know I'm not one of
them."

She leaned against the privet hedge.
Her intelligent brown eyes were
dancing lights of encouragement.

"We are only pilgrims on our \4'ay
to God, dear. l.ike in that book,
Pilgrim's Progress, and we keep
stumbling; but we get there in rhe
end-when we have earned our
Heaven. "

This seemed very reasonable. But
what if you wcnt on making mistakes ?

"You rvon't if you don't want to,"
Agnes said. "The Apgels are there
to help youj they're not'fairies, you

know. They are real; God's messen-
gers who will help us on our journey,
if only we rvill let them."

She could understand that; it was
silly to be afraid when they were
rvatching over her, er.cn ,lozr, iust
as she had been taught in her child-
hood, but had forgotten as she grew
older. She felt happy now, after
talking with t'er new friend.

"Have you got your wind back,
yet ?" she asked her. "Well, come on,
then, or we shall be late for dinner."

She kept hold of Agnes's arm and
was content to 1et her lead. Together
they swayed torvards the herbaceous
border, and back again to the privet
hedge; but their footsteps were
purposeful and forw-ard as they
proceeded along the drive that took
them home.

Christmas Cards
The oaly cards we still have available are r

limited stock of those oflered last year:
Christmas Yerse Cards
An extrernely popular series of 6 of each of I
designs-all excellent examples of the csl-
ligrapher's aft-plinted in red and black on
single card Of instant appeal for their clean
and dignified appeartnce 4,8 Cards with
envelopes for only 5s.
Scries 3. ContempJrary Designs
Au exceptional and charming se.lection of z of
r4 different S.P.C K tolding cards, giving a
wide vuiety of refined contemporary deslgns,
For variet5.and value this series is outstanding.
z8 Cards v,ith envelopcs for only ros,
Seties r3o. Winter Landscapes
The well-known I(esrvick Cards made up of
rz diffcrent winter lmdscape scenes in colour,
each with a Scripture text and seasonable
verse inside. 50 Cards with envelopes for
onlv ros.
Series z4o. Winte. Landscapes
Larger cards than those in Series r3o, this
set contains rz difi'erent winter landscape
sceqes in colour, each with a Scriptute text
and seasonable verse inside, 3o Cards u,ith
envelopes for onl-v ros.

Wc t egret thar pat t seties carmot be sttpplied
Please state second choice, Postal orders ancl
chcques shoul.i be made payable to " Homc
'Words. "

CAN'T WALK-
CAN RIDE

Help this ctippled cirild regain its heslth and
happioe.-s {r providesone week'sriding ex-

ercise. [Iany require a year's tleatmeDt.

HOME WOliiDS, Church of England
i SQUARE,Booksellers, rr LUDGATE

LONOoN, E.C.4.

, Please hell, ur to help thefr,

I potly nrorNc rRusr FoR THE DTSABIED
I

i ,t,Highfield,Horlow,F-ssex"

j tn"g. it ate . N-ar. ,4ssisr. Acr tg18:
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All Saints' Day-
Nouember lst

Top People
o

f ra yHO are the " Top People" ?

I A / Accordins to rhe adver-
V Y tising deianment of a very

famous newspaper they are the
persons who have the sense and
discrimination to read that journal.

But who arc the Top People ?

It all depends, does it not, upon what
kind of standards we judge people by.

By Top People do we mean those of
highest ranh-Her Majesty the Queen,
the Prime Minister, the Archbishop
of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor ?

Do we mean the best-knownpeople-
Stirling Moss, Peter Mry, John
Gielgud, Miss Angela Mortimer,
Mr. Kruschev ?

Do w'e mean those who receive the
most money for what they do-film
stars, television "personalitiesr" "pop"
singers, big business tycoons ?

Do we mean those who have done
great things-Sir Edmund Hillary,
Sir Winston Churchill, Helen Keller,
Maior Gagarin, President de Gaulle ?

Well, ( am not sure about the big
money makers, but I suppose the
others could all claim, in one rvay or
another, to be Top People. Yet, at
the same time, ir is difficult not to
wonder wherher it is really the people
who hit the headlines most frequently
who are the folk who do matter most.

I wonder what God thinks about
it all. Someirow I cannot believe
that He worries very much about
newspaper headlines, or television
appearances, or titles, or bank balances,
or fantastic salaries, or publicity.

I have the impression that God is
much more interested in what a
person is like rzsrde-in character,
and in those personal qualities which

most of us admire when we don't let
our eyes become dazzled by fame or
rank or wealth. f seem to recollect
that Jesus had something to say on
the subject of "Top People." Do
you remember ?

"Blessed are the poor in spirit,"
the meek, the peacemakers, the pure
in heart, the mourners, the seekers
after righteousness, the persecuted'

Vell, there it is-we can take our
choice: the Beatitudes or what old
John Bunyan called Vanity Fair. It
all depends, I suppose, upon how
deep our Christianity goes; whether it
is the real thing or iust a polite
surface decoration, for Sundays only.

On the first day of November we
keep AII Saints' Day, in honour of
those who would never make the
headlines or achieve 'q,hat the world
reckons as fame; men and \ryomen
whose standards were those of the
Sermon on the Mount rather than
those of Vanity Fair. This great
festival should remind us, too, that
it is by the standards at which the
Saints aimed that we shall all be
judged in the end, and that it wiII
not necessarily be the world's "Top
People" who will count for most in
the Kingdom of lleaven.

H. A. L. RrcD

A DOUBTER'S PLEA
Tell me, O Believer, pray tell

me) ls lt true,
There's a life beyond the veil,

peace, and ioy anew ?

Life may treat us hardly, life
seem cold and drear,

Yet we fain would hold it, when
the end is near.

Teach me, O Believer, from thy
wisdom's store,

Give me understanding, and faith,
to doubt no more,

M.F.
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lsrmplynustsit down! CHILDREN'S
SOCIETY
formerly WAIFS ANO STRAYS

Will you pleose tdke o PENNy-A-WEEK
BOX or help with clothing for children ?

z Old Town Hall, Kennington, S.E.l I

POOR circulation is the cause of many
everyday ailments, particularly those
affecting the lower Iimbs-rheumatism,
swollen ankles, aching feet, and weariness
and heaviness in the legs. Sluggish circu-
lation may also mean tiredness and
depression.
By putting new life into the bloodstream,
ELASTO tablets go right to the source of
these troubles and the improved circula-
tion, which quickly follou,s, brings lasting
reliel to leg sulferers. ELASTO tablets
are pleasant, economical and effective;
they tone up the whole system and help
you to remain young.

A user writes: " I have made a splendid
recovery since I started takins ELASTO
Tablets . . I am also in muclt le,ss pain
than I was tln'ee months ago; can walk
very much better ond not tired
feeling. Please accept my very besl
wishesfor what ELASTO has done . ."

(Ref. No. 85213, Ammanford)

Get a month's supply from your chemist

can
that

CHURCH OF ENGLAND

N0W-for the first time ever

HOLY IAND
BY BOEING JET
for the journey of a

lifetime

15lll1*... ll0o*'.
Departure dates 4th April

& fortnightly
Also by LANDiSEA

24 DAYS ALL INCLUSIVE
I33 GNS.

Conducted by Christian Leaders

Write or phone for brochure
No. F9

oRTENToURS (roNDot{) LTD.

87 Regent Street, London, W,l.
Tel: REG 7971

GIYE TOA REil RaTIEF



let your light
so shine

vou will be silently blessed by the heart of a little
.l'tita in our care if you give to Dr' Barnardo's

this Christmas' For like all children, our

children too await the coming of Christmas Day

with unconcealed excitement' To care for our

Iarge family we rely on your generosity'

Plcase .sand o tlonalion Jbr Christnns rLt:

DR. BARNARDO'S HOMES
14o Barnardo House, Stepney Causeway, t"td"irt;l
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CHURCH TJ LOCAL CLUBS' SOCIETIES, ETC

CFIURCH.
Bell Ringers. Sec' : Mr' A' Gammon' 50 Oxford Road'

Bible Reading Fellowship' Sec' : Mrs' A' Anderson' 6 Haynes Road'

Brownies : Brown Owl : l\4'rs' Doman' 26 Cavendish Drive'

Choir. Choirmaster: Mrs' E' M' Garner' 31 Oxford Road'

Cubs. Leader : Mr' E' Morse' 2'{ Tyndale Road' Oxford'

Girl Guides. Mrs. Clarke, 30 Cavendish Drive'

Parish Magazine. Sec' : Mrs' E' Holmes' 10 Cavendish Drive

Men's Forum. Sec. : Mr' H' Starmer-Smith' 15 Rippington Drive'

Mothers' Union. Sec' : Mrs' N' E' Green' 60 Oxford Road'

Parochial Church Council' Sec' : Mrs' M' Harlo'*" Fir Tree House'

Oxford Road.

Scouts.G'S.M.:Mr.A.Smith,..Riseley,,,4WindsorCrescent
Senior Catechism.
i,ii"* bl.'-i;g-', .ft" Etut, 15 Mill Lane' o1d Marston'

Youth FellowshiP. Sec :

LOCAL.
Allotmetrt Association' Sec' : Mr' R' Bowen' 129 Oxford Road'

British Legion. Marston & District Sec' : Mr' Gratton' 13 Che;*'ell

Drive.
Cricket Club. Sec. : Mr' J' Clements' 8 Lewell Avenue'

OldMarstonPlayers.Mrs.Yates,BoultsLodge,BoultsLane,old
Marston.

ParishCouncil.Chairman:Mr'Rumbold'8BeecheyAvenue'
Refugee Committee. Miss E' Warburton, Cross Cottage' Elsfield Road'

Teacher-Parent Association' St' Nicholas County Primary School'
----M;. D. G- Brlrdo.t, 15 Cror well Close'

Teacher-Parent Association' Old M-arston S/M School'
- -- ttl.. F" Maund, 4 Ashlong Road'

Women's Institute : Mrs. Standing, Almorrds' Oxford Road'

Over 60's Club. Mrs. B. G. Oliver, 13 Iack Straws Lane' Headington'

USEFUL INFORMATION
District Nurses, 6 Broughton's Close, Old Marston' Tel' Oxford 44417

Infant Welfare Clinic : Church Hall, Thursdays' 2-4 p'rn'

Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths : 22 Oxford Road' Thursdays

+-4,30 P.m.



DlRECTORY
We hope al.l reaoers will patronise the shops advertiseci in this Directtxy

rhere ex.:ellent service is assureo :

tsaby Linen. General Draper and Shoe Repairs :-'Mac's," 
Cherwell Drive, M;rston....,............."..'..,........Te:'.61421

Bibles and Christian Literature :
Gospel Book Depot, 57e Sr. Clements Street, Oxford.... ..".Tel. 475c7

Butcher (High Class) ;
V. d" tfnite (Niarstot) Ltd.. 17 Salfcrd Rd., Old Marston " Tel 43177

Chemisi:
B. G. Oliver (Oxford) Ltd., 11 Old Nlarston Rd., Marston..Tel" 43824

CoaI Distributor :
Dunlops, L..L4.S= Whart, tlxford Tel. 42421

Dairy :
iob's - The Famiiy l)airy 

- 
2.{ Chelvcii Drive }larston Tel. 61666

Draper and Ilousehold Harclware :

Ncrth, 5i7 Salford Road, Old Nlarsicn Tei. 41451

Driving Tuition :
Sr. Christopher School of l,lotoring,
B- McParlin, Rose Villa, Church Lane, Old i\4arston Tel '12175

Fish & Poultry, and Frozen Foods:
G. R. Porter, 19 Salford Road, Old Marston..

Funeral Directoi :

W. Reeves .t Son, 10 Cambridge Tertace, St. Ebbe's....... .Tel.42529
83 Bottey Road, Oxford ... . . Tel. 42529

Grocery Provisions ancl OId Marsron Post Oflice :

L. E. H. I{a-vlt, Oxfor,l F.oaci, Oid lllarsrcrn Tel. 49658

Hairdressing :

I-adies' & Gent's :

S, T. Greenarva-v, 402 lvlarston Road, Oxford ., 'f e|, 48V26
Ladies' & Chilcirel's ;

Margery Organ, 9 Salforcl Road, Old Nlarston, ...,,.,.Tel" 4L632
Elardware Stores and Paraffin Delivery Service :

L" C. Boiteux, 8 Cherrvell Drive, A4arston..".....,...... ..Tel. 61663
Men's, Youths & Juvenile Wear, Alterations & Repairs, Dying & Cleaning :

Percy's, il Salford Road, 01d Mrrston., .."..TeL. 43212
Nelvsagents, Tobacconists, Confectioners and Stationers :

Baxteis (Oxford) Ltd., 7 Old Nlarston l{oad, Oxforcl ....., Tel. 42i23
G. C. Cireen, 13 Sallord Road, Old .i\4rrston"..... ..Tel. 48932

Flumber, Sanitary Engineer & Decorator :

A. J. Walton, A.M.Inst.B.E., 1 Beechey Ave., Old .lVlarston...Tel. 47107
Radic & Television ; Re:rtal, Sales or Servic: :

W. F.. Ifanrnond, 75 C)xford Road, Old l"larston Tel. 88313
Taxi 

- Car Fllre (I-cng or Short journeys):
Marston Tal Sen,ice, Mr" 3t Nlrs, Leach, 2 Cavendish Drive,

OiC Marston .."...."..........Te1.47197
Wavy Line Grocer :

Haiwoo:l, Salfcrd Stores, 15 Salford Ro:d, Old Marston,.. TeL 43774

Prjntcl b1- Oiirr; & Son (Orfoid) i-rj., 73 Gcorge Street.
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Tel. 42757


