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Christmas Services 1963

QANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICES :

SundaS December 22nd,6.30 p.m.
Chtistmas Eve 7.30 p.m.

(Admission by free ticket only. Tickets available after Sunday
services, and from B. G. Oliver, Chemist).

CHRISTMAS EVE: 11.30 p.m. Midnight Communion
(with carols and address).

CHRISTMAS DAY : 7 a.m.,8 a.m., and noon, Holy Communion.
11 a.m. Family Matins. Paul N. Rimmer, Vicar.

let us adore Him, Christ the Lord I "

No. 70



A Message from your Vicar :

Marston Vicarage,
Oxford.
Christmas 1963

My Dear Friends,

A Happy Christmas to you all !

May Cod bless you and all with whom
you will be sharing your Christmas this
Year.

Here are three simple thoughts for
Christmas :

l. Christmas is the Festival of Christ'st Birth. Make time for Cod this Christmas-
time.

2. Christmas is the Home Festival.
Remember the homeless and hungry at
this time.

3. Christmas is the Festival of Joy.
The true happiness of Christmas will
depend not on what we spend in money,
but what we give of ourselves to others.

My wife and I join with our family in
wishing you and yours every happiness.

Your sincere friend and Vicar,



CHRISTMAS IS COMING !

are, lvhoever you are.

UNITED ACTION:
Since October rve have seen two united efforts amonsst denominations
c-^...'^- ^ -^rlantinn t." ii*fr--*frich raised over !130, under the abl<srnce ucroocr tut ""i"o."'di't;;"*;i;'h;^i; ovir stlo, under the able

The first was a collection -, , - ^-r^-r;, ra.lrlrI Ile 111)L w4r a evar!v!,v^^,"t-. -irtit is a splendid result'
treasureshiP of Nlrs. AheI

e v th e time this ma gazine':. q*11*,'-1.::*'.:f, "':: ::it"33.";t*"::bv tne Ilme llll\ lrrdsaz,re aJ Psvr'v'v- --

ui,;,.?uil'-.;L-..;-;i u "'u-u". "l q.l"Fl:l,iRi::-l*,,:'3"i'"*:":?t'JS#
:::'::$.?,il-'T::i! ;il ;."':;;,"'r';";"C;e' N;lshbour S chemi or emer-

g.".-r t Etp in old Marston'

i;.';;;.' .;",-ending this .sch95ne 
n*1 b::" Xq::^l 

b{-t}'^X,.T' tF'
I'he letter corrunsuurrrP C5*u.r, ind ML. L. C.n.t.'fr. ^si""r, it. Rev] C' Attridge' p.t' .{r^..-:--c \Yrh;lar thc ""nJtJit fti"*i'Lt't-r"d by the Christians of variousi)L'"i"^ ri"rtii.i the scheme is being

J-""-'i_' :- :-.,:+^r f-^- .ll
y the Christians of various

1t_i'1"-il;,,^11'i"ir"'1". i"ri,"a m- ^ti 
wherher they are Christians or nor.

t hear in the near future if such a scherne is
^riJ n"rituut.. In the meantime'.do s1q Lhat

to you, who, may have to spend thelr Lnrlsr-
emember them.

BIBLE wEEKle_eit"Xti\idft rE-RF.o\.B.IBL.EwE,151%4--',1"XL*1XF:t'-::;PLIIAU -tr rs'E .,r r' "ii^#ir i# "ai" Ji"-i"-'ti"* 
- 
on the ojol<l council

ence @venings only) in rx r- 1-^a^-.-.:r L6 r,.a Rprr Frtu,in Roheit-
SiTnt"J?,?i't^)f i'J',i'rli,ig^p'ii-.ri'-r"a* *il-b?tA'5ll;"*q:]i"*Xbi^i"or unurc'e5 

"-;h; " t;; io eight " B'B'c'
son, frequent broadcaster -rr ^,,.,- +L6 ^^,rnrr\/

ho has;ilH';,:';,';;rd.;;i"; 
-on'the " ten to eight " B'R.c' Drosramme! who nas

Ied Bibte Weeks in -rrry".rrrri ,li-ov.r th"e country. ThJ cost wtll be 215



IN MEMORIAM: MR'S. AUDREY DAY, AND NIGEL
Theparishwasstunnedwhenitheardthenelr'softhedeathofAudrey

Oavr-u"a-Nlgii, i. u tragic car accident at Princess Risborough'

ressed through
need, for their

ur prayers, and
courage at this

tragic time

N.B. Will all those w set of .weekly t-1:'
Mr. Oli"". know as soon that they can ll:
6+l;i"g of the year. P users are ask rne

enveloDes of the current y-e e1p in keeping ight'

Thank You.



SCOUTS NEWS
Our G.S.M. was recenrly presented his STood Badge by the Com-

missioner, and Skip Carson McCartney reports rhat he has welcomed eight
Cubs and two new recruits into Scouting.

He sends his congiatuletions to tlvo Senior Sccuts rvho took over traffic
control after an accident ir-r Oxford recently

nt recently was a midnight G.S.M. and
In congratulating two juniors er and I(erth
out the fifteen miles, Skip p nge a similar
),eals time when he hintself

BELLR,INGERS NOTES
In this month's Tower Notes, our Caprain of Beils, Mr. F.r,.Tones.

welcomes to the tower Mr. Paul Caitermole, i'hose home ,o*.i ir-s, p,.;;;;;
Droitwich, arrd who is at present studying in Oxford

David Oliver distinsuished himseli bv rineine hiDavid Oliver distinguiihed himseli b! ringu
ld Marston, and was congratulated at Berrick

_llavld Ulrver dlstlnguished himself by ringing his firsr peal of Doubles
ql! Old -\,larston, and was congratulared ar Berrick Salome b1'-Miss Cross, the
Guild Secretary, on his ringfrg.

A quarter peal r.r,as rung as a farervell to,\1r. and,\lrs BelJingham to
whom the ringers extend rheir warm wishes for the future.

Mr. Jones extends a wel.come to all rvho *,ould like ro learn ho*' to ring.
both the bells in the tower and the handbells, Practice niqhr:: Fridavi
7.45 p.m.

MARSTON VILLAGE HALL
Boxing Night Gala Dance with " The Electrons."

_ , Specialities. Refreshments. Novelties. 8 p.m.-l p.m. Tickets, price
5/6 from 43 Eden Drive; 118 Oxford Road; ana ar Danies.

CHILDREN'S GTFT SERVICE
The St. Ni December

:-.1 the childre asked to
bring their gifrs be offered
and later distrib adolescent
and older childr often for-
gotten at such t
TIIE CHURCH invites her children of the Sunday School to a Christmas
Party on SATURDAY, 4th JANUARY, 1964. Please make a note of this
date, so as not to clash with family parties.

KINDERGARTEN and NURSERY 3 p.m. to 5.15 p.m.
Tea at 3.45 p.m,

JUNIORS 5.15 p.m. to 7 p.m. Tea at 5.30 p.m.
Arrangements will be made for the Senior Catechism and Crossbearers later.

OVER 60's.
We are pleased to announce that the final amount as a result of the

Coffee morning came to 47s. 10d.
Gr_ateful thanks go to all who helped to make this such a happy and

successful occasion.

COLLECTION AND COMMUNICANTS

October 20th
Cctober 27th
November 3rd
November 10th

Total

S s. d. Communicants
2518 7 56

.. 3216 0 36
3516 0 80.287440

Number of '"veek-day communicants 
- 48





ALT':\R FI-OWER ROTA : DECEMBER

lst December and Patronal Festival - Mrs' iiarlolv'

Sth December - Mrs. BarnsieY.

15th December - Mrs. Silk

22nd December and Christmas Day - A'lrs llaynes'

HOLY BAI'TTSM

Oct. 13. Kathryn Louise Simpson, 50 Cherwell Drive.

Nicola Dorothy Hoicombe, 66 Cherwell Drive'

Heler-r Rosemary Clack, 15 Beechey Avenue'

Clive Anthony I7oodhouse, 26 Beechey Avenue'

Anne Mary Duthie, 41 Exeter Road, Kidlington'

,, 27. tr{artin Richard Bulpitt, 16 Gordon Close'

Nov. 3. Harvey Stephen \ffhittam, 46 Davenant Road, Oxford'

Katherine Margaret Jean Jenkins (by adoption), 8 Cots-

wold Crescent.

IN MEMORIA}T

Cct. 26. Audrey Elizabeth Day, aged 35.

l"ligel John DaY, aged 6.

Nov. 16. James Edward Quiggin, aged 56.



tlo YOU
belong to the
Fellowship of

5t. ro;cholas?
Eetails gladly supplied on reguest by our

Fellowship ecretary-[Viiss Eileen Warburton,
Cross t""i??":r 

Ii;;"" 
oxford



Our Bishop talks to tts
about his own appeal

_for new Churches
Diocese ol Oxford



BRITWELL 1958

My dear friends,

At the lecent ArchdeaconrY meet-
ines ahout 1.000 clergt and la1
pJtrple heard Itom mc und others rn
account of m1 Appeal f oL Nerv
Churches since it was launched in
March 1958. and also of what we
foresee to lic before us in the conting
5 yeals. On the nert page is plinted
r sr.rmmsr'y ol thu lectual position
-- pas1, present and future - Pre-
sented by Brigadier Hill at the meet-
rngs-

The Spiritual ImPlications.
I want to give you now my own

summing up of the call as it comes
to us today, in order that you shall
all understand the deep spiritual
implications of this task, to which
wc are clearly called by God. 1 want
to emphasize that we can only suc-
ceed in answering this call by great
effort and sacrifice on the part of
every parish and every individual
member of our Church.

Our population in this .Diocese is
incleasing by leaps and bounds. Ex-
pcricncc shorvs that a new housing
irea of about 3,000 or more peoPle
needs its own centre of rvolship if

church life is tn be established.
Otherwise the mission of the Church
will sirnpl-v not reach it with anY
e1lec t.

1\ ho is Responsible?
\\/hr: indeed is resPonsible f or

sceinq that the mission of the
Churih does rcach these PeoPle?
The mother parish? Yes. CertainlY-
And each mother parish is exPected
to mlke its orln ver)' spccial elTort
and contrilrution lot the prorision
of its o*n neu church buildings
But feu p:rlisbes can shouldel the
whole burden. It nrrtst be shared by
the uhole Diocese. Thesc new com-
munities are a missiot.t field in our
nidst! Thcl ate our own and no
one else's The resPonsibilitY for
them rests uPon us all.

l\ hat I anr asking.
In the nert five years we shall

need on a sober estimate f500,000.
Th. greatcr part of this must come
flom the parishes. And so I ask each
parish 1o contribute ttl my APPeal
annualh during the next fire yeals
a sum equal to half its Dioccsan
Quota. An1'thing less than this will
hold back the work and rnake it
harder to accomplish in the end.

It is rery much a matter of Prior-
jties which onl1' you can decide. It
will involve sustained unselflshness
which I have no hesitation in calling
for confidently, because the vision
I seek to shaie with you all is the
spr-ead of the CosPel.

I do not ask f or- Promises :Ls I
asked before. I simply ask you a1l
to consider u'hat I saY and act on
it rvith good heart. like the good
sround Lrn which the sced fell and
EroughL forth fruit abrrndantlY.

Your sincere fr iend rnel Bishclr,

courtesy of the Oxfortl Mtil ond Timcs



Secretarl"s Revier.v of the
Bishop's Appeal
presented at the

Archdeacon lv }leeting s

at Reading,
Aylesbur.l' arrd C)xford

Brigadicr Hill reported that rhe
4ppeal Fund had already helped to
build 9 nerv churches. I I halls and
2 clergy houses, all rn use

Srncc 1 958, f390.000 had become
available Ior new chulch buildings.
€120,000 of this had bcen provided
by parishes receiving he)p: f100,000
by the rest of the Diocese; and
f 170,000 by the Church Commis-
sioners Thc f 100.000 fr-om the resL
of the Dioccsc was the total of con-
tributions received and crcdited to
thc Appeal Fund Two-thirds of
this had comc fr-onr parishcs. Not
one single penny giren to the Appeal
had been \pent on edmrrr ist rrtion
because lnterest rcceived had morc
than paid for that

Twenty parishes had completed
new buildings irt I totaI cost of
t300.000 ft50,000 of rhis had been
met b-v'. grants, t40.000 b), interest-
free loans from the Appcal Fund to
parishcs (f10,000 had already becn
repaid), and {110.()()O lrad bccn pro-
vided by the t,,\ent\ parishes
themselves lVhen the ioans were all
lepaid these parishes rvould have
provided t]50.000 just half the
cost, As Br igadier FTill said; "thcy
have donc a gtcat deal for them-
selvcs'',

In addition Lo the 1300,0t10 spent
on these completed buildings..l
further- tl00.00tl had been promised
for pro.;ects on the wa), This made
a lotal of 3100,000 on thc spending
side, as against thc {390.000 avail
able The missing t10.000 would
have to come from future contrib-
utt ons.

Ihe Futule.
Br igadieL Hill thcn se t himseli

the diflicult task of assessins the

BRI-T\\IELL 196J

posirion over rhc nert 5 rears. The
population of the Diocese had rn-
creased by a quarter of a milljon
bctween l95l and 1961, The rare of
increase had since risen and the
1971 census would undoubtedly
show ntuch ntorc than a quarter of
rt million increase for the cLrrrcnr
decade, Such forecasts as were
obtainable included at least sii.
placcs likell 1o add berwcen 10.000
and 20,000 10 their popLrJatir-.n
Furthcrotore a nurnber- of tentporar'1,
churches put up -10 or 40 1,ears ago
werc orerdue for- replacement

"At th;s lery monrent". hc saicl.
"ther-e ar c needs which erist but
cannot evcn be the strblect of
serious pJanning yet for iack of
melns Io get these present pro.lects
mor ing w,ould involve provision of
help in the region of .tlll0.0U().
Beyond them lie thc future housing
estares and new distticts inherent in
the population forecasrs. For these
we think a Iurthel f 300.000 will be
r equirecl. without including an l thing
for tu,o morc vcry large Ncrv Towns
which arc still hr poLhetical "

"Thus". hc concluded- "rhe best
assessment we can make todav.
l.r.ed on crpcrience and suih luri-
knou ledgc a. ue drr foS:eS\. is
thal thc need over Lhe next live yeals
clnnot well be less than f500"000".



ANONYMOUS €TOO CTIALLE,NGE

A lady who was at our Reading
meeting and insists on remaining
anonymous has offered fl00 to the
Bishop's Appeal Fund, provided 100
other people will do the same before
the end of this year.

This lady is by no means well
off. The sacrifice which she is pre-
pared to make is in the nature of a
personal thank-offering. She says
she will be content to count two
individual gifts of I50 as one of
f100, as long as a total sum of
f10,000 is given ro the Appeal in
this way additional to parish con-
tributions.

The i.mmediate response has been
encouraging, but there are still
ple[ty of vacancies on this lady's
list.

Donations should please be sent
to the Appeal Secretary, Diocesan
Church House, North Hinksey,
Oxford, payable to the Bishop,s
Appeal Fund.

Forms of covenant will very gladly
be supplied if desired. Tax recovered
on existing covenants has so far
provided over f5,000 for the Appeal
Fund.

A Message of Gratitude

"We ask your help in thanking
those who actually gave the money
which made possible the building
of our church. We believe they will
be with us in spirit in the new work
they have helped us to begin".

Some Contributions of Special
Significance.

The Mothers Union of the Diocese
has given €100 as a thank-offering
for Christian Family year and the
increase in family worship. Abing-
don and Deddington Deanery M.U.
have also sent donations"

The Children of the Diocese by
their Whitsun Gifts have contri-
buted no less than i2.140 over the
past 3 !ears. Sereral schools and
colleges have made the Appeal their
own. Pangbourne Nautical College
contributes ever), term, and
Wl,combe Abbey repeatedly.

A contributor writes: "This is a
capital venture, so I am capitalis-
ing m)' f4.4.0. subscription and
enclose a cheque for fl20 to score
one tou'ards the fI00 challenge."

Another sending {1,000 says: I
had lef t this in my will to the
Appeal but have now deciiJed to give
it at once".

A Visit to a New Church

The visitor (from Headington)
wrires:-"The visit was a great suc-
cess for the 50 of us ,r,ho went. The
combined choirs sounded splendid
in that resonant building. We had
lu \erl warm welcome."

The hos[ (Si George's. Britwetl)
writes: -"A tremendous success. I
harc ncrcr knoun tuo congregations
get on so well togetlter. After even,
song our people guided the coaches
on a tour of the estate One of the
happiest events in our history."

Published ht otrrhotitt ol
inquiries tct rlu' Bishop's
Hirrksev, Oxford. Printed

the Bishop of Orlotd. Contributions and
A ppeal Secretary, Chur ch HouEe, Not tlr
at lhe Ahbey Press, Abingdon, Berkshire.



TI.TE SION DECEI\{BER I96-1

Men gs

CHRISTMAS
One time there is alone of all the year

When life is yielded to the loving thought
Of nuking others glad-otrc time when naught

But happy word and helpfttl deed are dear
To ts-one time , and lhat the time when here

On earth a great and ioyous thirtg was vtought.
When God sent him by whom the world vtas taught

That lrc is lot'e-glad message of good cheer.

One time alone; yet can it be ltis wil.l
Thst one time should be set apart for lhis?

Nq,; but his hope we surelY best l'uffil
When Chrislmas is the culminaling bliss

That crowns a kindly year-as two may fill
A day with love, and then at ev'ning /.^r. 

^rr".,. 
Dunkertey
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The voice of the ProPhets
by William Neil

t2 THE LEGAGY OF THE PROPHETS

LIoNTH bv month tiris Year we have

.LVl.u, at the feet of those magnificent
Old Testament sPokesmen of God-
marvelling once again at their un-

shakable certainty as they uttered
their words of admonition, encourage-
ment, judgement and hoPe: 'Thus-

saith thi Lbrd'' Strange men most of
them, saying what they felt they must

sav in a setting now comPletelY un-
familiar to us and in a bYgone age'

Much indeed of what theY said is
therefore no longer relevant'

Yet behind this ancient fagade we

should be very blind not to see eternal

truth. God's revelation of himself and

his purpose has intentionally been

siven in particular places and at par-

icular times, irr the Judaean hills, by

the record of how God taught men to
know him through things that hap-

pened and through men who could see

their meaning.

The Origin of our Faith

The proPhets Provided an almost

unbroken &ain of witness to the truth
about God lbr a thousand Years'
What have theY to saY to us to-daY ?

The fact that the answer to this ques-

tion must be something of an anti-
climax is in itself a proof of hor'v much

our
Al-
rth,
ble'
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we are saying something that we take
as a matter of fact' But there is

nothing matter of fact about it' We

can only say this because it has come
into the Chrjstian faith as a legacy

from the proPhets.
When the rest of the arcient world

prostrated itself in fear before nalne-

iess demons and the Powers of dark-
ness, Israel was given from Moses

onwards a gtowing nnderstanding ol
the nature of the universe and of our
place in it. When other natiorls

thought of their gods as caprlclous
pot..,tut", and sought to placate them

*ith giftt, often of l-tunlan lives, Israel

was being taught to see through Anros,

Isaiah and the rest that the supreme
Power behind everything is rational,
consistent and just, full of goodwill
torvards all his creation.

Religion and Morals

We have seen how it was given to

Bcine who is Lord of the universe,

Contioller ol thc destinies o[ nations
to
ite
of
he

oroohets of Israel.' The weakrress ol all rcligions has

always
belief
propel
ceremo



nothing whatever to do with our
private lives. The deatl-r kneil of this
separation of religion fronr morality
was sounded by the I'Iebt'erv prophets.
They were the first to see that rvhat we
do is inextricably bound up with what
rve believe. Ceremonial and credal
correctness are a caricature of worship
if they are not accompanied by moral
responsibility, obedience to the com-
mandments of God and chaLitv to our
neighbours.

Religion and Society

All this we accept as part of our
Christian faith and practice ho',vever
loyally we nray observe it is another
story-but its origin lies far lurthet
back than the apcstles. The Nerv
Testament Church is built foursquare
on the heritage of the prophets which
our Lord and his disciples wele reared
on and which they handed on to us.
St. Paul's theology and ethics alike
are but the faith and obedience of a
Jer.vish rabbi, n'rodified ard restated in
the light of his conviction of the
significance of Christ after his con-
version on the Damascus road.

In an age rvhen u,e have corle more
and more to see that the Church is
involved in the world and its affairs
and cannot stand aloof in the pretence
that she must not interlere in what does
not concern her, we may thank the
Hebrew prophets for their precept and
example. For them the scope of reli
gion was the whole lile of society,
politics, economics and the social
order. A Hebrew prophet would have
stood aghast at the nineteenth-centtrry
fallacy that the Church's business is

merely to preach the gospel. In their
view God was as much concerned with
injustice, poverty, international affairs
and the nation's l-realth as with per-
sonal piety and public wolship.

One aspcct of the prophets' legacy
rvhich cannot be far ltom the fore-
frolt of our minds as Christmastide

THE SIGN
\ot oxhot:ted to conle.\.t the faith
ol Cltrist crucrfied

DECEMBER 1963 No.
S. I First in Adyent.
W. 4 Clement of Alexandria,

c. 210.
F. 6 Nicolas, 8,, 4th century.
S. 8 Second in Advent.

Conception of the B.V.M.
F. !3 Lucy, V.M., 303.
S. 15 Third in Advent.
1,4. 16 O Sapicnrio.
fu. 17 Ignatius, B.Nf., c. I10.
S. 2l St. Thomas, A.M.
S. 22 Fourth in A,ivent,
W. 25 Christmas Day.
Th. 26 St, Stephen, N{.
F. 27 St. John, A.E.
S. 28 Innocents'Day.
S. 29 First after Christmas.
Tu. 31 Silvester, 8., 335.

Days ol fastirt,:. or abstinerrce

Fridays, 6, 13, 20, 27 : Twsday, 24
Ember Days, 18,20,21.

approaches is the unanimity with
which they proclaimed the coming of
a Mess.iah. They may not always have
agreed on rvl-rat kind of a Messiah he
would be, but clearly they were at one
in recognizing that nothing less than
a God-sent Saviour could put the
world to rights.

The Nativity
Men might be given divine guidance

and be moved by the authentic voice
of a genuine spokesman of God, but
in the last resort there would have to
be a direct intervention of God in
hnman affairs before the world would
begin to recognize the measttre of its
failure and its need of his power to put
itself right. W}ren the first Apostles
went out into the streets of Jerusalem
after Pentecost their first clairn was that
what the prophets had hoped for had
now come true-Messiah had come.

tT9

708
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HITDREN IHE FAITH

i80

BY the Rev' C' Buckmaster

I



altd cluty of Christian Parents'

over-en-tPhasized.

Parents' Role

room text-books''"iJ,,t 
rion meatrs nurtttring' allow-

t,,; ;;-;;;, and this is the Parents'

,,"]n, oi departure' A willirtgness to
'allow children to grow up as persons'

FamilY WorshiP

To Doge 137 
18I

t



hrow rr r{APPENED T H E
FELLAR
OF
FI RE

The story of l[oses
retold b1' John Lostingltant

12

slowlY
spread
all no
flocks,

The Lord's PeoPle

It was ai a result of one of these

l8z

north.
Meanwhile, the Process of 

"veldinghis wandering PeoPle into a nation
could not be accomplished without



Ihe Ooses of Kodesh

stress and strain. Ever and anon there

were rebellions in one form or another

against his authority. Even Aaron and

his wife Miriam turned against Moses

when he took for a wit'e a Cushite
woman. Yet even though this clearly

contravened the very laws which God

ceded for her' Yet in this very incident
there was an evidence of the change

which had come over Moses. For

when Aaron and Miriarn had frrst

objectecl to his wife he acted

as once trPon a time have

done-with furY and P took
it meekly. It was only the anger ofthe
Lord which bronght the jrLdgement

uoon Miriant,
But infinitely more seriotts uas the

urajor threat to his authority which
aroie in the rebellion of the two
Reubenites, Dathan and Abiram' This
was a straight fight for power, begin-

ning with a refusal on the part of the

two men, who had gathered a strong

faction about them, to obeY the

customary summons of Moses to
183
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thev were able to refer to Fgypt itself -
that land rvhere thel had sv'crtcd in

forced labour-as a place of milk and

honey! Thus do nlen tleceive then'r-

selves, looking u t L1s a

t i.rdty ti,-,r" arrd t harsh'

ihe whole thing s s to his

soul. He was gr of his

o[ Korah, except that this time ii u'as

based noi so much on a naked claim

for power, as uPon the denlarrd that

he and his PeoPle should share the

honours of the priesthood with Moses

and Aaron' Once again Moses knew

that it was the will of God that his

authority shorLld prevail' And this

time the rebels perished in the flarres

from the very altar itself rvhich they

sought to serve'

The Death of Moses

Yet these internal ma-tters lvere

small comPared to the trials which

came upon i\{oses during tl-rese years

from outside. There ''r'as the ctlnstant

strain c.rf the rl'arfare rvtrich, in order
rad to
them.

i'"',T:
mixed

marriages invariably lecl to the women

bringirig rvith them the pagan reli-
gioni of their own PeoPle' In these

184

vears the exclusiveness of the people

of Israel rvas forged nnder the iron

hand of Nloses, ire knew that, to

survive. theY had to be one'

And'thetl at last the time came for
he himself to go He was never to

enter the promised iand; r'vas never ro

cross .Iordan. He rvas iu the p)ains

above Moab whelr the summolls callle'

Ancl frorl those plains, in a final act

of comntunicn r'vith God, he rvas led

to clirnb up the high molttltain and

fror-u it to look out acrcs.; l-olling hills

to that lancl into sight of v;hicb he had

at long last brou.qht his people bnt

which hirnsell' he lvas never to tread'

And it was therr that God said to him:
'This is the lantl rvhich I sware ttnto

Abraltanl, unto [saao, and unlo Jacob,

saf ing I will give it unto tl-ry seed: I
heveiaused thee to see it with tl-rine

eyes, bltt thou shalt not go ovel'

,hith...' And so Moses died in the

land ol Moab, at a great age, and

there was not to be another like him

in alt the historY of his race'

Seeds of the Kingdom

' This achievement was so vast as

alrnost to esceed imagination' For oLlt

of the small-scale, localized events

besirrnine ri ith the liberation in Egypt

"ni 
l',i. leading lris people forth into

the rvilderness, he had founded not

only a nation but also the religion of
Israel. From out of that religion have

sDrunq meastlreless conscquences lor
ri-,c d.'velopnrent of nrankind Out of
that religion, indeed, has come Chris-
tianity itsell The heart of the matter
is surely this: that Moses u'as all

instrumint of God, that God worked in

and through him always so that he was

for that reason of a stature sufficient

to make him unique among men' For
had not God said to him long ago: 'Lo,
I cloud, that

r sPeak with
t for ever'?

The End



Question
Page
Evasive ?

I do think some of your replies ore
utlscttisfqclory oncl evasive, Por example,
itt .Irrne yctrr .ttole.l thol ')Vlcn's present
,'tate, includittg llte cristctrce of n'rctilal
sickness antl deformil.v, is rlue to tin'
But whol etbcitt tlrc stlJbrings ol onintols ?

No one suggesl.s thul onittnls ctlt si;t,
sceing lltel, lnye tto ittoral natru e.

Sut clv the ltonest answcr vouid be th.ot
Clrisliarts sinply do nol lounl wlty
mongols oncl ctetins ore botn.

Thc words to r.vhich yotr take cxcep-
tion are based on St. Pnul's teaching
in Ronrans 8, in r,rhich l-re says that
'th.c rvlrolc c:-c:'Lion hai heen groarring
in travail togcther until noiv.' Chris-
tians assert, although they cannot
expJain horv, that sickness and death
were no part of God's plan for the
runivelse but are the r-esult of its distor-
tioD by sin; that is to say, of its separa-
tion fronr God. 430 r

Honest to God
Is il possible lo reconcile vhat Dr.

Robittson sa.vs in his book with lhe
simple faith hasecl on the Gospels t,hich
is held by so many Christians?

No image of God presented in
hrlman terms can ever be adequate,
because Cod is infinitely great. The
essence of thc Cospel story is that
Cod, being infinitely great, laid aside
his glorl,and became man so that even
the simple can understand. The
simple faith based on the Gospels is
the trlre faith about God. Yet it is not
the whole truth about God, which is
beyond the grasp of any man. And
because man does not rer-nain a child,

but rlevelops fiom generation to
generation in the understanding of the
world and of himself, he cannot avoid
thc struggle to deYelop his faith also.
Those who are troubied by Dr. Robin-
son's book sl-ror.rld read tbe Arch-
bisJ-top ol Canterbury's own booklet,
Innges Oltl attd Nev. 4302

Defender of the Faith
Ilhot is tlte olhciul position of the

Qttcatr, il anl . itt tlte Anglican Com-

\\'hile thc Queen has an official
]r()srL on ,' itnir rhe Church of England
shc h,rs rrr su.h p:s1tjon in Churches
rrhich brlong to the An,slican Com-
nILl|ia1l bLLi iir-c or.rr:ice rhe Comnlon-
rienLth The rn,:st notrble eranrple is
rhe Lr-.i-copal Church of the United
Statc:,. IL riould. of course. be ltn-
tl-ijnkr,ble 1br the Qneu-n to have any
say in the appointnrent of Amerjcan
bishops b1, Americans, or for the
lJnitcd States'citizens to prav for 'our
Sovereign Lady Queen Elizabeth' In
Arnerica bishops are eJected, and the
State Pra]'ers lefer to 'the President of
the t,Jnited States.' 4303

Red-Letter Days
Could you please tell me if all

Christians slnuld observe and keep all
sainls' days ancl receive Holy Com-
muniort on lhem?

At the time of the Reforn-ration it
rvas the comnlon custom of English
people to receive Holy Communion
only once a year! on Easter Day. One
of the objects ol the Relorrnation was
to encourage more frequent Com-
rnunion, and our Prayer Book lays
down a minimum of three times a year,
of which Easter shall be one. But this
is a minin-rum, and it is an excellent
practice for those who can do so to
receive Holy Communion on at least
all the red-letter days, namely those
for vrhich the Prayer Book provides a
Collect, Epistle, and Gospel. Bo4

Readers' letters regarding the faitlr and practice of the Church of England reach
Queslion Page front all ports of the country. Only a fev oJ'lhe queslions can be
printed, but all are ansv+'er ed by post h,hen a siamped udclressed envelope is enclosed.

Our acllress is; Question Page, Tur SroN, 28 Margoret Street, London, W.1.
ta<
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Have you
rgadEr.P
By Concrt H. G" G. flerklols

r rrnsr realized uhat sufl'elirrgs HitJer

I end the Nazis uerc tikelY to bring
upon some Cbristians in the Germany

oi those days when I attended a con-

fcrence at Oxford it was on Chr"rrch,

Community and State -- in 1937.

Christians from manY lands and

Churches were grappling with urgent
questions. Yet the deepest inlpression
was made uPon the conlerence bY

those who were trot there The Evan-
gelical Church in Certrany had agreed

r bltt manl' \\erc re-

arld the delegatiou
l-oessage sellt to the
r.1) lloted 'the graritY

of the stluggle in u'hicl'r not )'our
Church alone but the Ronran Catholic
Church as v;ell is engaged against dis-

tortion and suppression of Chtislian

witness, and for the training of the

\onns i;r I liring laitlr rn Jesus Christ
as S,'rr,'i(i,,r1. rrrd King trf Kings and

Lord of Lords'
These nretloric-q stirred as I read

Cltristian: againsr Hitler bY E" H'
Robertson (S,C.NI. Press, 6s. 6d.)'
The writer insists ihat 'for the sake o[
good hcalthv relati ain

and GermanY. we the

Nazi Pcrio,j....T ing
is to haYe our fact lng
story is epito zed in the words of
Dieirich bon effer: 'Christians in

Cernrrrrl uill lace the terri
natlve of either willing the

their nation in order that
civilization nray sltrvive, or rvilling the

victory of their narion and rhereby

destroling olrr civilization. I know
rvhich of these alternatives I must

choosei brri I canttot make that choice

in secrtt it1'.' This book deserves a
lride cLrculation; not least becattse

nrany of its printed sottrces are now

otLt of print.

Fibres of Faith

Hcnt'; S.utL Holland uas a Pioneet
ol a.n earlier daY. When he died in

Quo Yadis ?-a storY of ancient Rome

ATTER TiE DEATH OF FiTER
AND PAUL, V NICIUS WENT
WITH LYGIA AND URSUS]O
LIVE IN SIC]LY WHEPE THE/
REMAINED IN PEACE AND
HAPPINES3.

THE UNEASINESS AND
DLSCCI.I-]-ENT OF l?OME
CONTINUED, AND RFVOLTS

BROKE OLIT IN VAF.IOUS
PARTS OF THE EMPIRE NERo
TMK LITTIE NOTIC€, BT]T

CONTINUED TO LIVE FO'ITHE
THEATRE AND MUSIC, UNTIL.
ONE NIGHT.,,. '



1918, Bishop Gore rvrote: 'There l^,,as

in him nothing secondhancl or bor'-
rlllved ol c,-,.nvci.rtionll less tJrln arry
man I knorv.' lle rvrote no largc
books. His publishccl sernrons hardly
fit the lastc of to-day. He gave his
best in reiigious journalisr.i-r; zrncl u,e
may be gjad that the S.P.C.K. has
issued in a Seraph Book at r-ivc shillings
his I'ibres of Faith, fimL issr:ecl as

articlcs irr'[]Le ('ontntoitweo,ttlt This
gives a ve',':v gooci idea ol his ier.ching.
As the editor ol thls reprirt. B. r\,1. G
Reardcrn, pLris it^ 'Scott Hollaird r,,,'as

in tlre best sense a hullranist, a huniir.il-
ist s,.rch as only n Clrristirtr-r can br.'
r\nd hc krery better thzrn most rvhat it
nreant to be a Chiistitn

A Future for the l:ree Chn'cltes ?
(S.C,l\,i. Prcss, 7s. 6rl.) is by Christo-
pher l)river, a journalist on thc staff
of the Grrordicn. lt shoulci be reacl by
rnany u,ho are not Noncorrtbr:nrists;
for its concern is to nse 'dissenting

attitudes. insights. social and intellec-
t,lal capital to help Clrristian ity to keep
pace with a penod ol rapid social
change"' This book should bc in the
hands of groups which are cliscr,rssing
the possihility ot Chri:rirn rcLri)ron,

Wilt they agree that 'We have got to
ihe stage ir', this country where, if it
were left to the t.ireolosians, the
reur.rion of the ChLrr:ch rvould be con-
siderably larthcr lorl,ald tiraLr it is'?

Three books rvhich. in their different
ways, are coircei'ned Lvith the under-
standing and erpressi,;n olChristianity
in days oI risk an j clrrrr-c'
Chistians agoinst Hitler by E. H.

Roberlsorl (S.C,l\,1. Press, 6s. 6rl.).

Fibres o.[ Fuirlt bi Henry Scott Ho]lar-rd
(S.P.C.K . 5r.),

A Ft.ritu e Joi tlte Ftee Chrn ches ? by
Chri.tclrher Driver- (S.C,\1, Press,
7s.6rl.\.

Teaching ChilCren the Faith
f'tr poge l8i

meet ti1!'ir si)eci:r1 needs. ..,1 s!)l.Lr. siage
in tlic coursc of the ser,, ice

Such rvorsirip can giye a child or
yor-lng person a vrsion of the greetness
and the wolrder of the love of God. a
point of spiritLral swaieness fixed and
secure, in a rverrld rvhcre the nraterial
va-lues shift and chnn-se frorn cial to
da1, '*,ith the Lrncertainty of the sands
ol the desert.

.-
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HOME AND GARDEN

{llly Garden

in Deeemher
BY W. E. SHEWELL.COOPER

-I-"Hou(;H you lliily read this t';rrly in

L D.aa'l,b.,- r)lua>c let it :lor be too
early to u'ish You a verY blessed

Christrnastide. We love Christnras in
our honre becattse not only is it the

birthday of our Lord and Savionr-
but also we ha\c fronl outr oun garticn

such lovely fruits and vegetables to
eat" There is olten a rriee Aylesbttry
duck as rvell.

There is rro doubt also that tlLtits

and vegetables taste 1al', far belter
when grcrvtr ol-t nd led as God mcatlt
it to be. So ple e be ii contpost-heap
rral<er anci I'oi do\\'n all the vegetable
refuse you can coliect. My rvife saves

all the tea [ei*'es. coiTec grounds, <,ld

newspapers. banaua pcel-and little, in

fact. goes into t the

tops of tlre Pota the

peas aitd bearls the

.ia*n morvings. ick-
ttcss srl' rcl'lL:e r iS

spnnkled rvirii 3 ottlrces of special flsh

man'rtrL'. l.his is an ltctivatot" and is

ver)i inrporLaill,, nt to know
nrorc, r'ead ntY A'B C. oJ

Soilr, prblisircti rglish Llni-
vcrsitirs Prcss-r ake ri good

Christnr:is prescitt incidentaliy )

Tar Oil

It i.; Lrcrrcn'doLLslY' important to gtve

all the fr Ltit lreos irnd huslLes a spray

*,ith ir r,irr oil ivash such as Mortegg
this nroirtit l)ecen.rber is alrvays a dr5

mor)tl) lnrl il lotr delay rvirrter'pra) irtg

r-rntil Jaruary, there's bound to be r-airt

ancl 1ou rvrll find it difficult to get the

*,o.k don.. The object o[ this tar oil
spra.r irg is ro kill ihe inscct eggs rvirich
aie iaici on the lrLnrks and brauches o[
ihe trees. ll you kil) thetr norv then

)',-ru \\ or'r't have a bad attack ol'aphids
eni c;iLelpillars in the sprillg iLud eally
sLr:rrrer. (The ailhicl':, b}'the *ay, al'e

the gre.it0)', bllreil-r' ::ld '.hlit v'icked
rosy fl-v thilt ctrrls the lcrves,)

ro rrx rHs vlcTlM's NECK

IN A FORK, TO FLOq HINITO
DEATH AND -iO CA<T HIs
BODY INTO THE TIBER I -

-



thev ask for

so'little hut

Plea'se send a donation to '

DR BAF{NA'it'ti'E'5 HoM Es
- - 

iro Bu.ru.do fro"tt, Stepney Causeway' London' E'l' 
^^^,,^

need so tnuch

sfofM,

E 4AD

PERSECUTED WAS

FisR YEARS TO CO^l

5PREADTHROUqH tD

30 IYAS PROCLA]MED -iiE
ANSWER TO 'THE f,UE5TION -

qUC vAD 5 XI)lAlriE ?

i*.iao cot,te ro ANNoUNeE

- 5



Vegetable Recipe: Sweet Pototo PLtdcling

very hot with'sufEcient' buttcr.
fr. also mal<e a Sweet Potato Ptldcling' For this you nced 2 lb'

rroit"a-fttuto"s,2 eggs,3 oz. butter or ntargarine, a small cupfurl

.i i.i i.irr., tbe jtice and rind ol one lenron, a pinch of salt and

Irene l - Shewell-CooPer

CHRISTMAS CR IBS
for home and SundaY School

COLOURED PAPIER I1ACHE

Holv Familv. u ith Or and Ass (fivc piecesl

Hoiv ni"riiv, rrith tuo Shepherds. tr.r'o Sh-'-'p. and Magi
(tri,elve uieces)

Prices include postage arrl packing, Please send cash wilh order'- 
Sq[e arrival guaranleed'

A. R. MOWBR.AY & Co. Limited

28 MARGARET STREET, LONDON, W.I

4lin. high

23s. 6d.

6!in. high

35s.

57s. 6tl. 92s.6d.

lr:laclc ond Printed, it Creat Brilain by A. R.
28 Margqret Streat, Lonclon, W.l

Mctvbrtr.v & Ca Linlil?d. Puttlishets
at llteit Otfotl llrot l{!

!=! '



(hristmas Gifts
To most children, Christmas is a time of happy
excitement, some are less fortunate" For thse
poor children we make this Christmas Appeal.
We have 700 in our Homes and in 1l.rc
'Arethusa,'who depend on u-s lor everyllring.
Neither nationalised nor subsidised ir'is iri-
possible to make ends meet, u,ith constant
increasc in costs. We hirvc to deDend on vour
subscriptions.... Will 1ou help irs?

Please send a donatiotl to the
General Secrelary, Mr. F. A. Thorp

SilAFTESBURY HOM^ES" 
f" *.T"1I* 

rSA TRArn !H G Str I p

I64 SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, LONDO}I, W.C.2

MANORMEAD NURSING HOME, HINDHEAD, SURREY

HOUSING and NURSING accommodation is now provided by the

Pensions Board for over 450 retired clerg5'men and their wives

and clergy rvidows.

GRANTS are being paid to over f ,300 CLERGY WIDOWS
and depcndants rvho would otherwisc have insullcient on wlrich to live.

The Church ofEngland Pensions Board has accepted the cballenge

to f nd 1100,000, the cost each year-will YOU help ?

Please send YOUR personal contribution or your P,C.C. subscription to

TEB SECRETARY & TI{EASURER, THE CEURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOAIID

53 TUtrON STREET, LONDON, S.W.!,



MO!TBRAYS'
CHRISTA,IAS CARDS

Obtainablc

froru all good -rtttioaers

or b,v Post frorn

MOWBR.AYS
z8 Margatet St,, Lonclon, W.r

Ladies all wool stocl<ings,
Under stockings and Utrderu'ear

our specialitY.
Also Lisle stoqkings in varic'rtts rveigirts,
Interlock lJnderu,ear and Conrbinations
Full detailt front:

MUSGROYES, (S)
KENDAL, WEST}IORLAND

TIHE
HI$

FAT*{8ffi
He's getting a big lad norv Funnv horv nruch
like his fatier he-is. The sanre rnerry laugh. Tlla
same serious ponderitrg ofi ngs-
likc \1\ inc uo to cet sometl \vants.
u"'.i',ilio be li[e hi. fath and i[
he's wise he'tl invesl in

R
FJ

the builcling socieD' of dislincliol

He'll be slad he ilid. Llovds is the best place for
his sx\ ings-and l,ours.

SeDd Ior an investment brochure io:

LLOYDS PERTIANENT BUILDING SOCIETY

2I PALL N{ALL, LONDON' S'W.I

broE<en Iife
Every day or more appeals lor heJp, Thc childre n
rve hilp m r a u'eek or a ljlelinle, They.are (he
victimi of e, death, or divorce has broken their
homes and oftcn their lives.

healthY children or sPastics or
appeal. We ask you to answer ours

the children's society.

t/ti/a+o,* 9*4
Church of Eryland Children's Society,I Old Towtt llall, Kenttingto t' Lotdou, 5'8"11

Aduettisements Jor TIIE SIGN shau!.l be sent to Etersleg -Prrblicatioxs 
Ltd'' il-aq Creven Street, Strand, I'ondon' IY C'2



e send Christmas Creetings to
all our advertisers, who have

helped during the year to make possible
the publication of our Magazine

B. G. Oliver (Chemist). Christian tre.

B. McParlin (St. Christopher School of Motor

W. Reeves & Son (Funeral Director).

ers (General Household and Hardware).

L. E. H. Hayle (GrocerS Provisions and Post Office).

S. T. Greenaway (Hairdress s).

Margery Organ (I,adies and Children's Hairdressing).

Percy's (Tailor, Dyrng & Cleaning). Baxters (Newsagents).

G. C. Green (Newsagents). A. J. ton, A.M. Inst. B.E. (Plumber).

W. R. H d (Radio and T.V.).

Mr. and Mrs. Leach (Taxi).



4
"@[ory to @r'rD irr the hfgbest

anb 0r Earth, lpeace, ,

@c'rclbwi[[ tlrwarDs nlan" r-

A Prayer for Christmastime :

O Father, who hast declared thy love to men by the

birth of the Holy Chiid at Bethlehem; help us to welcorne

him with gladness and to make room for him in our

common days ; so that we may live at peace with one

another and in goodwill with all thy family; through the

same thy Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*

Oliver & Son (Oxford) Ltd


