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ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH
- OLD MARSTON

Vicer: Rev. pryJ N. Rimmer, M.A.,Tel.: 47034.
ll Elsfield Road, Old Msrston.

Perish Worker : Miss O The Flar, 15 MiU Lane, Old Marston.Churchwardens : Dr. C. ,_ Eaglesfield, |ack Straws Lane, Oxford.Tel.: 67.------'-,
Mr. B. G. Oli.v_e^r,_13 Jack Straw,s Lane, Oxford"Tel. : Oxford 47997.

organist : Mrs. E. A. GgSlg_r, .'Barn Gatcs,,, 3l oxford Rd., old Marston"Tel. : 4l88ti"

SERVICES :
SUNDAYS IN THE MONTHHolv Communr^on - --- ,t4-"il.li" Evensonslst. 8.0 a.m. and 11..0*?:m irj3'd"ll,n. f.rial .:ib:H:parish Communron,lnd. 8.0 a.m.3;A i.d.li,il *a ,.r;n,.i.,T: ii.3 ?.H. E.38 i.H.Family Communron4th. 8.0 a.m_ ll.0 a.m. 6.30 p,m.Saints' Days : Holy Communion _ 7.15 a.m.

Holy Baptism; Secontl .and 
-F_our-th 

Sundays of rhe monrh at 3 p.m. unles:otherrvise announced. N6ii* musr 59 g;ysn.
Holy Matrimony : Banns to be given in at the Vicarage"

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS AND MEETINGS :

_l'"*":Ti'"io"iili::g,l"T,:$;ff:J.":.r:;**#".,.;,,.11,:,"*rt;*:-n 
"*iffction : Senior Cute.r,ir_ u.,i 

-C.orru.urers 
: l0 a.m. jn

s ll a.m. in Church Hall.
Village Hall.

sday of the month at 7.45 p.m. in the

Scout Hall.
Scout Hall.

Hall.
Hall.
7 p.m. in Scout Hall.
rter at Evensong.

ERVICES :

ays). 9 a.m. when there is a 7.15 a.m"

turdays)
aints Days at 7.15 a.m.
tnday of month wirh Laying on of

THE
bowl the E depicts. the .N{arston Fhalice,
homes wit versity,, the factory chrmneys
is by Mr. symbolic of the lifi of our pari
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ougling. deeper
I Get y w-orlh_
to think I allenge
" School n wiih

My dear Friends, 
THE vICAR's LETTER

beginning February 12th has as its
you look at rhe ropics you'll find that
should interest everyone. Do come

come everyone to theSe gatherings,

Your s;'ncere friend and Vicar.

%*'9*;-
1964

except for Ash
Church.

S stcalfe, Church's Mission to the Jews.Feb. 26.

: Vere T. Ducker, Assistant Secretary of

Mar. 4.
Speaker : Miss Winifred Heilmuth, Birmingham International
City Mission.

Mar. 11. " Through Christian Drama.,'
Speaker : ,A,4.iss Norah Ratcliffe.

Mar. 17th-2lst. BIBLE \7EEK IN OXFORD,



CONGR.ATULATTONS :

THANK YOU
til we put up ised
hind it !,, said eer_
he new nottce and
Mr. Christoph ers_
e-

is fine piece Thank you also to Mr.M ded and dec as tree for u ""-tr.i otye Mr. Furber "who risked their necksto on the roof

LOST _ AND FOUND AGAIN
The Film stri s home ar the Vicarage. Iihad gone to stay f nqregationaalii."a, *il. a"not take either the !" It"would i;t" io 1nu"t Ilthose who enquire

STRANGE ADDRESSES
diesses on Christmas mail to the Vicarage :_One letter
" The Old Vicurage pryer, Marston.,, - Anothe, t--
ed to the Rev. & Mrs" Rimmer, The Vicalate, angfica"
gland.

'$7e feel flattered that the post Office wrote .. Marston ? 
,, on the bottornleft$and corner !

LIRGENT NEEDS



else is addeC...... so lve had to go for-"vard. with much faith. and hope and
pianning.for great.things whatever seems right, completely looking unto Jesus
and leaning on His promises. LTsually, the heip comes one rvay or oth?r in
a most mystetions ,.vay."

- Perhaps someone who reads this magazine may feel that God warts
them to share in ans',vering that prayer in a " mysterious w,ay.,, p.N.[t.

$-D f?LARST'On\r YOUTEI C{-UE:
The Youth Clutr entertained the Management Cornmittee and other

guests to an excellent Turkey dinner on Dec. 2Jrd. Entertainmert rr.,as
qrgvidgd afterwa::ds by the mernbers. The Club ii to be congratriated on
this effort.

ETOUSE TO FIOI.JSE COLLECTION
From tirne to time l{ouse to House Collections are held in Marston for

worthy causes. unfortunateiy theie seems to be little co-ordination in
arranging these with the resuli that during 1963 House to I{ouse collections
for three Children's Socieries, Oxfam, andlhe Boys Club clashed ol followed
in quick iuccession. Noi oniy is rhis r.r-ndesirabie, bur it is embirra,rirg i"i
those who are willing to colleit.

If organrsers tvould iet the Editot know (ll Elsfietd Road. Old Marston)
when they propose to hold a coilecrion. a lisr mighr be drawn t,p and ahei_
native dates suggested so as to spac. ort collectiois at even inter'vals.

DOCTOR. SNORT EEFORE TRIBUN.qL
It is reported by our special correspondent that Doctor Snort who wassum the Medic or failing to visir a sick patientpiea of the fact ill in thJfirst place. He f,ointedout t been told t's sickness, and could noi there_foie call The n of the Tribunil in imposing the fine

of f,300 roundiy condeinned l-ris attitude.
" It is quite unreasonable " he pointed out to the accused .. to expect

that relatiols, or friends should inforrn you of the parienr's illness. Were
not clergy for the mosr part expected to- discover ivhen people we;.e iil by
hearsay, rumour, or casual comment ? The doctor,s attitude was quitL
replehensibie, ,and no National Health Service would work if doctors expecteJ
to be contacted personaliy every time a patient was taken iil,,,

On paying the fine. the Doctor made the comment that he had nor,v
decided to take up market'gardening, as he felt inadequate for his iob.

P.dR{SH CALEND"AH. F'OR FEER{J.A.R.Y
Feb. 2. SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY.

Fresentarior of Christ in the Ternple.
8.00 a m. Holy Communion.

10.30 a.m. Matins (said)
11.0 a.m" PARiSH COMivIUNIO].i
6.30 p.m. Evensoag.

., 5. Wednesday. Holy Communion, 7.15 a.m.
r e. QUINQUAGESTMA SUIdDAY.

8.00 a m. Ho)y Cornrnunion.
1.1.0 a.rn. AIetir:s.
3.00 p.m. Hoiy Eaprism.
5.30 p m. Evensong.

I



,, 12,

, 16.

u 17.
u 79.

ASH WEDNESDAY. lst day of Lent.
Holy Communion, 7.15 a.m. and 10.30 a.m.
7.45 p,rn. Service in Church.
lst SUNDAY IN LENT.
8.00 r m. Holy Communion.
9.30 a.m. FAMILY COMMUNION.
11.0 a.m. Matins.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
C.M"S. Day at Wycliffe Ha1l. (Details from Vicar).
\Wednesday.
7.-15 a.m. Holy Communion
7.45 p.m. " School for Christians " in Church Hall.
lst in series " The Bible comes Alive."
Speaker : The Rev. Metcalfe-Church's Mission to the Jews.
Friday. Holy Communion, 10.30 a.m.
2nd SUNDAY IN LENT.
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
ll.0 a.m. Matins.
Rev. J. Cocke, Vicar of All Saints, Highfield (Deuteronony vi).
3.00 p.m. Holy Baptism.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
Monday. Festival of St. Matthias, Apos. & Martyr,
7.15 a.m. Holy Communion.
$(/ednesday. Holy Communion, 7.15 a.m.

COLLECTION AND COMMUNICANTS
C s. d. Communicants

2L.
23.

)A

,, 26.

December 15th
December l2nd
December 24th, Christmas Eve
December 25th, Christmas Day
December 29th, Christmas I

.367720
155

86
16

. 23 8 5

27tE 2

12 t2 t0
15t4 5

Number of week-day communicants - 35.

HOLY BAPTISM
Dec. 22. Tanya Ann Vard, 45 Mill Lane.

Angela Teresa Ward, " Highview," Church Lane.
Tracy Mavis Wheatlen Cannon's Faim, Elsfield Road.

HOLY MATR.IMONY
Jan. ll. Sylvia Margaret Jones and Peter 'William Andrew Watts.

IN MEMORTAM
Jan. 7. Mary Elizabeth W'ard.

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA
Feb. 2. The Mothers' Union.

o

,, 12, Ash W'ednesday, beginning of Lent.
No flowers during Lent.

EASTER DAY. Mrs Tomlinson.



Stahi Iity
'Tur trouble ',vith young PeoPIe
I to-day,' said a nragistrate recently.

'is that they lack stabiJity.' 'I find it
very noticeable,' a headmistress was
quoted as saying not so long ago, 'that
girls nowadays seem to lack stability.
They don't seem to know where theY
stand in life, or what they want to do
with it.' 'One ol the diitculties about
getting people settled dorvn to a job
of q,ork,' an eruployer larr-rented, also
recently, talking of the question of
training 1br indr:stry, 'is ihat so many
of them dort't sceitt to want io settle
down to anything.'

How n-ruch is there in all this ? When
all allowances have been macl'e for the
age-long tendency of seniors to imag-
ine that their juniors are going to the
dogs, it would seem that there is, in
fact, a great deal of truth in the general

TIfE SIGN FEBRUARY I964

irnp)ication. tsLrt it is not only young
people who are iuvolved. The eviclence
accumulatcs on ali sides. and afTects
al1 age grotLps--a limrJy-bascd attitude
to lile is indeed something which marty
of us to-day lack.

What does it mean?

What is this quality. StabilitY
mealrs steadiness, firtnness, not being
lopsided or wobbl.v. A stable car will
irold the road u,ell. A stable building
rl,ill stand up well to wind and weather.
Similnrly, a stable pcrson is one who
rl,ill be able to stand itp to the stresses

of life, and will know where he ol she

stands when temptation comes alotlg,
How. then, is siability to be acquired,

ancl why do so manY to-day seem to
iack it? One thing is clear: nobodY is
born with a ready-made, flrm outlook

17



on life. That is something wi'rich has
to be implanted in a budding person-
ality by other people. And it has been
the agelong experience of humanity
that no other people can do this job
anything like as well as fathers and
mothers. In other words, stability
begins-if it begins at all-like charity,
at home.

Forming of character

The Feast of tl:re Purificatiol, this
month, has something to say to us
here. We knorv nothing of our Lord's
life between the time of his birth and
the time of his presentation in the
Temple when he would be about twelve
years old. What we do know quite a
lot about, however, is the quality of
that marvellous character and person-
ality which, under God, was formed
under the hands and under the
guidance of his earthly parents, Joseph
and the Mother. This is the ultimate
symbol of the responsibility that is
every parent's in the forming of
character. This is a God-given task,
if ever there was one. It was said
of our Lord that, 'The child grew,
and waxed strong in spirit, filled
with wisdom; and the grace of God
was upon him.' It was God's v/ill that

THE SIGN
Not ashomed to confess the faith
of Christ crucifc<!

nL
w.
S.
\Y.
F.
S.

S.
M.

FEBRUARY 1964 No. 710

S. 2 Purification of the B.Y.M.
Sexagesinra,

3 Anskar, 8., 864.
5 Agatha, V.M.,251.
9 Quinquagesima,

12 Ash Wednesday.
14 Valentine, 8.N4., 270.

16 First in Lent.
23 Second in Lent.
24 St. N{atthias, A.M.
Days offasting, or ebstinence:

Saturday, l; Friday, 7.
All weekdays in Lent.

19, 2l, 22 are Ernber Days.

Mary and Joseph should have a part
in the folmation of that character. It
is God's will also that we who are
parents must have a responsibility in
the forming of the character and
personality of our own cirildren-a
personality in u,hich sta.bility must
ah.vays play an essential part.

Srcrrur

GOD'S HOUSEKEEPERS
There are a faithful fetv, ttho work unseen
and unobtrusively give of their best.
lYho spend their lives petfecting little thlngs,
which often pas's unnoticed by the rest.
1'heirs are the hands that dust the altar rails,
thal change the Jiot,ers and lceep the lilLen fair,
They sweep tlrc aisle with cheerful rererence
and polish silrer with a nturmured prayer,
These are the quiet ottes, who freely gfie
their time and thought and love wilh glo.tl accord;
who softly tread the b),-ways of resolve-
and share lhe peace of Godfor their rev,ard.

JOAN B. HOWES

18



C}II[0ffiEtr
in i{ EE

What fostering has taught me

by lvy Russell

tr is now eiu.hteen months since rtc
L b..un,. fosicr-parents for bahies in
need of care and protection; eighteen
months of hard work and anriet5,, of
fun and laughter. of ner.v ideas and
new understandings. When rve first
took the plunge and appJied f,:r" per-
mission to foster our hearts were eager
and our minds exalted. This was to be
our contribution to society, and lve
were going to put all we had got- into it.

No doubt alsc there was a b.ig streak
of scntimentality in o'.tr outlook. Un-
wanted babies, we felt sure, usualJy
belonged to unfortunate young girls
rvho were more sinned against i.han

sinning, and who, having paid the
price of their foJly, lvere now unable
to cope with the baby they had brought
into tl-re rvorlci.

Haze of romance

We had often read accounts in the
newspaper of some Lrlue-eyed baby
beir-rg found abandoned on a raihvay
station, and handed over to the
authorities for protectiou. There was
even a slight haze of romatrce about
a child of unknorvn parentage, who
might be the son of a princc or a Poet
or...,

But that was before we started

fosteiing. Eighteen months of baby-
minding has put an end to sentimen-
tality. We have been faced with facts,
and facts can be very revealing"

But first of all, why do we need
people to act as foster-parents ? In
this enlightened age, when there are
government grants and pensions to
cover every eventuality from the cradle
to the grave, why is it that tens of
thousands of children should be in
need of care and protection? trn Lon-
dorr alone the flgure is around 9,000 a
yeat. Nine thousand children who
must be given immediate help, or their
lives will be in danger. lYhy?

lllegitimacy is only part of the
answer. There are many genuinc cases

of hardship-mothers taken i1l and

t9



helo with the children No one seetns

eagcr to admit tlr'rt these dark-eyed

litiie mites are their blcod relations'
The problem would indeed be great

it tt'r" W.tfot. Oltcer vrere not at hand

to help.

Unable to coPe

and lost his job; the rent \!as never

would be willing to adopt if the oppor-
tunity ever arose. This was not a case

20

t the tragic
family who
he Problems

for them.

No sentimentalitY

ians. Love, of the right kind'



Question
Page
Seeing God

Can you please explain these apparent
contradictions between 1 St. Johtt L 12,
'No man hath seen Cocl at any time,'
arul St. John 14. 9,'He thttt hath seett
me hoth seen llte Fathei ?

It has been well said that in Christ
we have the 'mirror' of God the Father,
i.e. that we can see God as we look on
him. There is thus not any essential
contradiction between the two pas-
sages you quote. Whereas 1 St. John
4. 12 is saying that no one has ever
looked upon the Coilhead itself, yet
St. John 14. 9 is very rightly saying
that those who have seen Jesus have
seen God reflected in him. 4309

How did they F{ear?
[Iow do you suppose il was possible

for Jesus ro he heord b1.' 5,00C and 4,000
people in the open qir withoul tnoclertt
okl,s? St. Mark 6. 34 ond St. Mark 8.

The Bible often uses numbers
figuratively rather than accurately,
and it is not necessary to slrppose that
four or five thousand people were in
fact addressed by Jesus in the open
air simultaneously. Ali the Bible is
saying is that there was a trultitude
or a considerable number of people
present" The question is none tlie less
an interesting one. -l 

Ire grcrt preuchcr.
George Whitfield, in the eighteenth
century did as a fact make himself
heard to very nlany thousands of
people by the use of the naturai voice.
So did John Wesley. It rvoulcl there-
fore seem that it is quite a possible

Prayers for the Dead
Romans 6.7'.'For he that is dead is

freed fr'ont sin.' In view of this, why do
some people pra1, for the dead?

Paul is referring in Romans 6. 7 not
to physical dea.th but to that death to
sin and resurrectiori to righteousness,
i.e. to a new li1'e in Christ, which is the
corsequence of the reception of God's
grace. Verse 4 is the key: 'By baptism
we were buried with him, and lay dead,
in order that, as Christ lvas raised froru
the dead in the splendour of the
Father, so also we might set our feet
upon the new path of life.' The ques-
tion of prayer for the dead does not,
therefore, arise in this context. 43ll

After the Third Collect
N[ay a humble member of the laity

ask why the practice is creeping in of
deserling llte Prayer Book aJter the
Thit'd Coliect, and proceeding with a
series of 'honte-made' prayers ?

The practice of extra-liturgical inter-
cessiorrs after the Third Collect has a
long and respectable ancestry. At the
cnd of the ThiId Collect the Office. be
it Mattins or Eivensong, was, until 1662,
concluded, and u,hat followcd was not
determiLred b),any particular order. It is
thercfore quite in accordance with good
Liturgical praciice to dra\v the prayers
used afier the'fhird Collcci from many
sources and even, if need be, to use ex-
lemporary prayer. The pulpose is often
to associate those playels with the par-
ticular neecis of tl'Le corrmunity. 4312

When is a Parislr not a Parish?
l|/hen tloes a 'conventional' district

becone a parish in its otutt right?
A conventional district becomes a

parish rvhen sufficient money has been
raised to pror.ide a regular income for a
vicar. Until this stage is reached it is in
the care of a 'curale in charge,' whose
stipend is provided by the rnother par-
ish, altl-rough no doubt the district will
make what contribution it can. 4313thing to do. 4310

the Church of England reach
a few of lhe questions can be

addressed envelope is enclosed.
cN,28 Margoret Street, London, ll'.1.

2t



The Church in
the hlew Universitles

T LlcLsrLR, where I l:egan this in-
Lvestig:tion, is in frct a rniddle-aged
university. One built in the full flood
of secularisrn rvhen the Church was
not popular in scholastic circles. So,
apart from a single Christian service
a year, tl-re university does not officially
recognize the existence of Church,
and so the Anglican Church, like the
others, has to find a piacc to work
from, and mcney to pay its chaplain
with. In Leicester they have solved
(or partially solved) this problem in
two ways: by n-rakir-rg the chaplain
incumbent of a city church with a
parochiai populatior of trvelve, so that
his ircor.le comes from endowments
and his cirurch can be used as the
IJniversit), Church; and by making his
vicarage an Anglica-n Celttre. The
chaplain's name is Canon \Yiddess, a
young northcrner full ol plans and
enthrisiasm. The centre irolr ulhich he
rvorks is St. Nicholas' House.

Making contact

All around this pJace in Knighton
Road lies the scattered uriversity
population (though staff and students
may live miles alvay) and the chap-
lain's problem is to establish contact
with them. He has to be available ('I
spend a lot of time in the co1}'ee bar');
to afford them the same pastoral care
a priest affords his parishioners ('N{y
wit'e helps with the women students');
to provide for tireir special needs as
Christian students ('l'n-r always starting
)')

by Peter Croft

and stopping. We put on something
that's needed-like a course-then it
wilts and we knock it off'); to give
them a centre to meet in.

The Anglican Church here, as in all
the universities I visited, is working in
close collaboration with other Christian
bodies. All the chaplains meet for
a staff meeting twice a term; they
pray together (the Roman Catholic as

well); they see that their services and
plans don't overlap; and they work
out a series of lectures to be given
in the Students' Union.

Constant tension

'Altbough I think my first job is the
pastoral care of the students,' said
Canon Widdess, 'there's a continual
tension for me between that and the
fact that there's no theological faculty
in the university. I have to keep up
rvith the latest thought, and to a
certain extelrt "pronounce" on it. I'm
doing at least two full-time jobs.'

From Leicester I went on to Bir-
mingl-ram University, Here there iire
nrore students-a yearly intake of
1,200 as opposed to Leicester's 600-
and 90 per cent of them live in lodgings
up to eight nriles out from the univer-
sity. At St. Bartholomew's House in
Edgbaston, a n-rile from the university
campus, the Rev. Bob Turnbull, the
rvarden and chapiain, is trying to
meet the need to create some kind of
comn-runity within this scattered body.
He has about thirty-six people at St.



Bartholomew's. .ds we toured the
horLse the warden told r.ne about the
place.

'It's a Iong story, lt all started seven

),ears ago, providing lodgings for
students in the curate's house-I'n.t
still on t1-re staff oI Edgbaston parish
church. We buiit up what I call a

vacation practice. Gradually it becarnc
known, and thc rnoney we got Paid for
the housekeeper dnring the year. We
moved. We expanded. Canon Allen
and the parish of Edgbaston raised
f 1,200 in a week-in a week, think of
that-to buy another house. TheY
were as sold on the idea as I was. Now
it's no longer just a lodging-house. It's
a Christian Residential Communit5r"
They're not all Anglicans living here-
in fact they're not a// Christians-but
they'r'e htrnd-picked. I have as rnany

l,eais of stude;rts and as many depart-
ments of the university as possible
represcnted.'

An experiment
Birnringham, like Leicester. is a

micldle-aged university. So there is no
such thing as a university chaplaincy-
only chaplains to denominations. and
even they were not recognized until
1958. The chaplain has no rooms or
oflice on the campus, though he is a

member of the Senior Common Room
and Staff CIub. To care for everY

stLrdent would be a physical impossi-
biUty in so Jarge end scattered a

ur.rir'ersity, so the Church in Birnling-
ham is co;rdltctittg an experirrreat in
conrmunity. (This is not 4ll that the
Church in Birmingham U;riversity is

doing. But this is its partrcular contri-
bution.) It has its iimitations. But its
value is not limited to the thirty-six
residenis. The community itse'lf is-
and cart be tc art even greater exteni-
a single crystai in a jar of solution,
around which a larger crYstal can
form.



It happened here u . a

William Neit looks at places in the -Holy. Land
intim"iely connected with the events of our Lord's
life and MinistrY

2

Tus picture on the oPPosite Page
I sho*s the busy r)riLrk([ square of

Bethlehem, looking dcwn from the
belfry of the Church of the Nativitv.
Atthough it rcveals clear signs of life
in the twentieth century, and although
we read each year of the special per-

mission that has to be grar-rted for
pilgrin-rs from Israel to cross the angry
irontier into Jordan, it saves us from
the sentimentality of thinking only of
'O little town of Bethlehen'r, how still
we see thee lie,' and forgetting that in
that 'still' liitle torvn there was no
room in the inn for the tr4other of our
Lord and the infant Saviour.

Yet eveu looking at tl-re Bethlehen-l

of real life r,r'ithoul- rose-tinted spec-

tacles-and like any other tovzn it is a

mixturc of seints and sinners-lrc
ought stil1 to be rightly m.oved by its
associations. Those of us who love
our Old Testament stories cannot for-
get that this was the 'city of David,'
where Ruth, his great-grandmother,
gleaned the corn; r.vhere David, that
turbuient but lil<eable poet-king, was

born and learned his shepherd's trade,
and rvas propheticalty ancinted to take
the place of mad king Saul.

It was into a quiet sleepy little village
that two travellers came almost two
thousand years ago, but it was the
birth of the Son in a cave that trans-
formed it into a place of pilgrimage.
The first pilgrim visitors were shep-

24

WHERE CHRIST WAS BORN

herds and astrologers-s)'nbolic of
the lordship of Christ over tl-ie work
and learning of the rvorld The cave

in which Jesus rvas born soon became

a place that drerv n.ien alrd tlonlen
froln all walks of Jilc. l'r.-rrn rirany

nations, and speaking nany ton-gues'

One of the earlY Roiran clllPerors
tried to discor.rrage this veneration by
building a pagarl temple over Christ's
birthplace. It only scrved to per-
petuate the site. So that ri'hen the
Roman Empire beoanre ChListiau and
the enrpeior Constantine, ilrspired by
his devout nrother, St. Helena, built
the first Church of the NatiYity in 325

there was no doubt that this lvas one

cf the most sacred spots in Christel-r-

dom. Traces of this carly building
have receutl3'been discovered, but the
church as it stands nolv is the lvork of
the errperor Justinian trvo centLries
later. Mercifully it has escaped the
depreclations of at-n.iies-oti one occa-

sion in 614 because the Persian in-
vaders saw a ltrosaic of the adoration
ol the Magi rvho were wearing Persian
dress.

Sorre peoPle are Put ofi' when theY
go to the Churcb of the NativitY at
Bcthlehem and find themselves inside
a great R.omau basilica, a chLrrch like
that of the Holy Sepulchre in Jelu-
salem, divided and jointJy owned by
several branches of Christendotl who
jealously guard their rights. They find



Bethl ehem

the ornamental Grotto of the Nativity
with its star on the floor and the
inscription 'Here Jesus Christ was
born of the Virgin Mary' something of
an anti-c1imax.

It is, of course, possible for those
with a passion for realism to wander
through the streets of old Bethlehem
and find houses with caves under them
which must be as old as the Grotto of
the Nativity and which give a clearer
picture of the actual conditions under
which our Lord was born. But surely
the veneration of millions of men and

Williom Morrow & Co. lnc.

women who have visited the Grotto
over the centuries has a greater power
to kindle our imaginations and awaken
a like devotion. The history and
tradition that are wrapped around this
holy place are beyond all telling, and
the thought of the pra),ers that have
been said there and the tears of happi-
ness that have been shed by those rvho
have come from a1l over the world to
worship at the shrine is enough to
make the most matter of fact among
us humble and grateful that we are
part ol this great company 
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2. MATTINS COMES ALIVE

FI-ur chutch and playhouse have this
I in 

"onlnlon' 
both are built for the

presentation of drama. For drama is

the con-rbination of language, move-
rnent, costumes and scenery for the
telling of a stor), or the proclamation
of a truth.

In the Church of England the Book
of Common Prayer provides botir the
'script' and the 'stage directions.' It
also gives some instruction about the
costumes to be worn when the drama
is presented.

When Christians rneet they use this
drama in older to tell the story of
God's mighty acts, and mcre particu-
larly about the life, death, resurrection
and saving power of Jesus. who 'for us
men and our salvation came down
tiom heaven.'

The parish ch,-'.rch is the theatre
where this drama has been le-enacted,
Sunday by Sunday, fol centuries past.
But there is one big difference between
the parish church and the playhouse.
In the theatre there is a sharp division
between the stage and the auditoriunr.
The play is performed by the actors on

KISOWI NG
YOTJR
PRAYER
BGOK

b-v Canon Edward Patey

one side of the footlights, thc audience
sits on the other side to u'atch the
drama aud to aprplatrd.

But this is not true ir the church,
rvhere the drama oi our ledernption is

acted. Therc is no riivision between
actols and a,.rciience here. Thc rvhole
cl'rurch buildir-rg from the west door to
the sanctuary is the stage, and all who
take part in public rvorship----clergy,
choir, sidesrnen and congregation-
ere all actors participating in the
dralr a.

Sometimes, of coursc, the congre-
gation thinks of itself as a passive

The Story of Saint Francis



audience. Sometirnes it is difficult for
the people to know what the clergY
and their assistants are doilrg, anel

sometimcs organist and choir secm
almust to resent that there is a congre-
gation at all.

But this is not the intention of the
Prayer Book, rvhich so orders public
worsirip that both ministers and laity
have an equally important share in
the presentation of the drarna. This is
particularly true of Morning ano
Evening Prayer. In no other Churcl-L is

so great a part ailcited to the people,
tsoth Morning a.nd Evening PraYer

ale carefnlly planned sequences oi
Bible and other material designed to
set forth the wonderful rvorks of God
in history and in Jesus Christ.

Each service is in the tbrm of a
three-act drama.

The First Act sets the scene bY
preparing the rvorshipper for the siory
rvhich is to follovr.

The Second Act sets out the narra-
tive of God's redecming work, begin-
ning with the Old Testanent (Psahrs
and First Lesson), proceeding to the
New Testanent (Canticles and Second
Lesson), and reaching its clinrax in lhe
Affirmation of Faitir (the Creed).

The Third Act tells of man's re-
sponse to the Gotl whc has now
r*,ealed himscll so uuiquely in history
in Jesus Christ and in tire life and
teaching of the Church. OnlS' when
this point is reached is the worshipper
ready to bring his needs, his hopes and
l-ris fears to God.

The Exl-rortation with which both
Morning and Evening Prayer begin
provides a kind of s1'ropsis of the
d-rama to come. We 'assemble and
meet together' for four purposes:

To rerrder thanks lor his great
benefits.

To shor.v forth his most worthy
pralse.

To hear his most holy Word.
To ask for those things necessary

for our spiritual and bodily
welfare.

It is interesting to note the Prayer
Book's own priorities here. The first
three reasons for worship are all
focused on God-we come together
to te1l of a1l the wonders of God's
great goodness. Only when this has
been done are we abie with any reality
to come to that same God to ask for
the things which we need in body and
soul.

SO FEANCI' SAN6,
AYEAT. LA'IER, THE \{AR,
ovE& THEY WESLfRlE
TO GO HOME.

THERE HE REC6/€RED
HIS LOST IIEA!'TH, €UT
NOT HIs OLD
ETiJOYAEl T OF LMNE
THER.E WAs A LEADEN
WEIGHT WHIGWOUID
NOT BE SITAKEN OFF.
THEN...,,



I n the G arde n w ith :: i:i 
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w. E,

$hewell-Gooper

r's a very good thing to rot down
every bit of vegetable refuse that can

be got hold of in a wooden compost
bin. Mine are 8 ft. by 8 11., but in a
small garden the bin can be as srnali as,
say, 4 ft. by 4 ft. Be sure to treat the
wooden pJanks making this bin 

"vithgreen Cuprinol, for this ensures that
the wood lasts 1br a very long time,
almost for ever ! Cuprinol is not
poisonous to plants and so can be
used in safety. As the vegctable rEfuse,
tea-leaves, orange peel and soaked
newspapers are collectetl and put ,:n
to the heap tcgether rvitl-L the leaves,
straw, tops of the potatces and the
like, the heap is sprinklcd with fish
manure at the rate of 3 oz. to the
square yard for every 6-inch thickness
collected.

The fish manure, with its 5 or 7 per
cent potash content, can also be used

If y-ou have any diffic,.rlty in getting
this lccally, let n-re know and I will
send you an address. Some of you
nay have a shady part of your garden
and here you can plant ferns. I have
put in 58 different species and varieties
of ferns in my orvn garden, iike Os-
mundas Aspleniurrs, Polypodiums and
Athyriums. fhese ferns can be ob-
iained from the Waithrnan Nulselies
of Silverclale, Carnforth, and are a
great joy.

For a r.vonderfirl sitou, in May and
June rvhy not plallt. a collection of
irises? These are not diflicult. Tlhey
are what I call 'look-alter-themselves'
plants. Good varieties are Ebony
Queen, Sunny Spain, Midday Sun,
Rocket. Jane Piiillips and Slble.

At the back of n-ry iris garden some
fir: trees were gror,virlg, and as they
procluced too lruch shade, I cut them
ciorvn to rvithin 6 inches of soil level.
Then to .'set rid of the sttLmps and
roots, I treated them ivitl-r S.B,K. and
the result was tirey rotted a$'ay natnr-
ally and perfectly. S B.K. is first ctass
for getting rid of branrbles, gorse, briar s

and ivy, as well as neltles, thistles, bind-

,VV 5ON, YOU LOCtsi.
SPJ.ENDID ! YOUR ARI{OUR
:.] -THE FINEST HERE



Vegetable Recipe: Stuffed Beetraot Salad

For this we shalt need 3 large beetroots, 2 hard-boiled eggs, i
bunch watercress, 6 pickled onious, 2 apples, i pint linegar, 4 oz'

sugar. 2 teaspoonlu)s ol- ceasoning.

fuash the beetroot and boil then-r until they are tender, then cool

on a flat dish. Tl-re chopped-up uixture must then be put into the

egg-shaped holes as well as to form a little pyramid on each beetrr:ot

slice. Serve surror-rnded r.vith the watercress.
r with h.undreds of others, 

"vi1l 
be

Publisl-red bY MorvbraYs and obt
2 8 Margaret St..",, .r?l,X"i: 

Iri, 
j

weed and seedling docks. Fortunately
S.B.K. does not affect soil fertility.

In October so many gardens are dn I I

Why not therefore plant a Micl'.aelmas
Daisy bolder and have a blaze of
colour in the latc autumn? There are

dwarf orres and iall ones and they can
be had in blues, reds, pinks, mauves
and rvhites. To keep them free fron-t
mildew, dr-rst them rvith Karathane
once a fortuight from the beginning
of July onwards.



Have you
rgad ! r, P
by Canon II. G. G. Herklots

T\ FFoRr: the war. the late Canon
I5 McLeod Crnrpbell, Sccretary of the
Overseas CorLncil, issued a memorable
series of'unified statements' in rvhich
the missionary needs of the Anglican
Communion were graphically set out.
ln The Church on Asian Frontiers his
successor, the Rev. Gilbert Baker, has
done son-rething sil-rilar. The reader is
taken to the Jerusaiem Archbishopric,
to India and Pakistan, to South-East
Asia and to the Far East, and is shown
some of the needs as estimated by the
bishops, There is a need for more
clergy; for theological teachers; for
literature; for holy and humble men
of heart who will enter imaginatively
into the minds and hearts of Hindus
and Buddhists and Muslins as these
religions are infused with a new
missionary spirit and given a fresh
opportunity through the revolt against
colonialism.

Great problems

Problems are everywhere great, 'In
Durgapur, West Bengal, a huge new
steel city has come into being; it
stretches for eleven nriles along the
Grand Trunk Road to a depth of five
or six miles. How is the Diocese of
Calcutta to minister to Church mem-
bers-and they include many British
as well as Indians-who find them-
selves in this new community?

'Better use of theLarty.' This is being
said everywhere. But what does it
mean ? This is being exan-rined by mem-
bers of a World Council of Churches
Department, and, of course, bY manY

others. Results of this work are evident
in an important paper-back from the
S.C.M. Press, We the People, bY Dr.
Kathleer-r Bliss. 'Instead of being ex-
horted to live as a Christian and, as it
were, thrust out into the world to do his
best on his orvn, the layman ncw has
more confidence thxt his lay situation is
being better understocd in the Church.
AII the lalty of all churches are in a

common situation in the world.
Wherever he works. wherever he meets
the community at large, he finds that
Christians are in a minority. His faith
comes under flre or is ignored, or evcn
pitied. He is regarded often as a relic
of the past.' The discussion is biblical
as well as contemporary, and reaches
a ccnclusion that 'there is no such
thing as a theology of the laity alone,
but that there is the possibility of a

real shift of emphasis in the doctrine
of the Church.'

Changing situation

In this changed and changing situa-
tion, what is the vocation o[ Anglican-
ism? This question must be new for
rnany in this country, who have
taken the Church of England for
granted. It is important that theY
should be understood and discussed;
and the Rev. Dervi Morgan has Pro-
duced in Agenda for Anglicans an
attractive paper-back, which will serve
as a stimulus to discussion and provide
some ol the information which will
enable discussion to lead to under-
standing.

Three books on the task of the
Church throughout the world:

The Church on Asian Frontiers bY
Gilbert Baker (Church Information
Office, 6s.).

We the People by Kathleen Bliss
(S.C.M. Press, 5s.).

Agendafor Anglicans by Dewi Morgan
(S.C.M. Press, 7s. 6d).

Made and Printe(l in Great Btitain by A. R. Ltowbtay & Co. Limited, Publishers
28 Matgaret Slreet, London, W.l, at their OxJord lVorks.
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STAR. BOOKS ON R.EUNION
SECOND SERIES

For Anglican-Methodist Discussion Groups

Ry joint Anglican-Methodi st a uthors

Each containing Questions /br Discussion

Gencral Editors:

Tue Btssop oF BRIsroL and Tse Rsv. Ruprnr E. D.lvrns

3s" 6d. eaclt

WOR.SF{IP IN A UNIT'ITD CFIURCH
TREVOR BEESON arrl ROBIN SHARP

CI{UR.CFI GOVER.I{&fENT
T. A. R. LEVETT arrd EDWARD ROGERS

SOCIAL QUESTXONS
KENNETH GREET ANd N{ARTIN REARDON

THE CHT]RCIIES' OUTR.EACF{
DOUGLAS HUBERY CTd DEWI N,IORGAN

UNITY AT THE LOCAL LEVEL (irarch)

I]ETLEY PRICE and GORDON YTAKP,FIPLD

,{.. R. MOWBRAY & CO. LIMITED
28 Mancansr SrREEr, LoNooN, W'l

iav ocoule who tlnd themselves ntetnbers of discttssion Sroups, . or
*intlng'to go clcepei into peLrticular issues than the loca.l discussion
has so far illur.ninated for them.'

Frctm the General Eciitors' Introduclion

_
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0n Guard !
Our aim is not only to turn out
trained seamen, but to equip the
boys of the "Arethusa" with a
moral character that will guard the
flnest tradicions oi the Bricish Navy,

Will you help us in this work,
rendered yearly more difficult by
increasing costs?

Please send a donation to the
General Secrerary, Mr. F. A. Thorp,

SIIAFTESEI'RV I{OMES &
ARETTIUSA TRA!t{lHG SHIP

1 64 SHAFTESBU RY AVEI{UE
LONDON, W.C.z

Ladies all rvool stockings,
Under stockings and Underwear

our speciality.
Also Lisle stockirrgs in various rveights,
h-rterlock Underwear and Con-rbinations
Full detoils from:

M{]scRovES, (s)
KENDAI-, WEST$,IORLAN t)

Journey of a Lifetime to the

HO!-V E-AEUD
GALILEE, JERUSALEM, BETHLEHEM,

I{AZARETH, SAMAR!A

By AIR Non.stop flight
16 woNoEnruLDAYS 112 cns.

Weekly deps. lrom March 5 to June 4
forcnighrly from lune 4 to October 8

Easter and Spring deps (l l5 gns ) Lmiced
accommodarion only-please book early.

By LAND/SEA 25 DAYS 145 Gns.
l2 full days in the HOLY LAND

and cruising on rhc Medicerranean in
luxurious lcalian ships. Deps. March 20

&27,May l5,July3l &October 15.
Prices fully inclusive wich excellent full

board rccommodarion and sightseeing tours
everywhere. Ccnducted by experienced

Chrisrian Leaders.

Seod for brochure af Holidof of your choice
ta Dept- E9-

oRTENTOURS (LO NDON) Ltd.
87 Regent St., London, W.l. Tel. REG 7971

Advettisetents for THE SIGN shauld be sent to Eoerslet Publications Ltd.
33-34 Ctaaen Stect, Strand, London, W,C.2



CHURCH G LOCAL CLUBS, SOCIETIES, ETC

CHURCH.
Bell Ringers. Scc. : Mr. A. Gammon, 50 Oxford Road.
Brownies : Brown Owl : Mrs. Doman, 26 Cavcndish Drive.
Choir. Choirmaster: Mrs. E. M. Garner, 3l Oxford Road.
Cubs. Leader : Mr. I. Brough, 7 W'indsor Crescent.
Girl Guides. Captain: Mrs. J. Clarke, 30 Cavendish Drive.
Parish Magazine. Sec. : Mrs. E. Holmes, l0 Cavendish Drive.
Mothers' IJnion. Seq.: Mrs. N. E. Green, 60 Oxford Road.
Parochial Church Council. Scc. : Mrs. M. Harlow, Fir Tree House,Oxford Road
Scouts. Scout Master: Mr. C. McCartney, North Wins. l7vthamAbbey, Oxon. c.S.M. : Mr. A. Smith, .i'\vin;.o, d.i.?"i. ""-"'
st. Nicholas' Fellowship. Sec. : Miss E. rvarburton, cross cotr.age,Old Marston.

LOCAL.
Group. Sec. : Mr. p. Sheppard, 4 Raymund Road.

ation. Sec. : Mr. R, Bowen, 135 Oxford Road.
Marston & District Sec.: Mr. S. Gregorn 6 Hardings
more.

OId 
*M^ar^ston 

Players. Mrs. yates, Boults Lodge, Bo..rlts Lane, Oldruarston.

eechey Avenue.
Cottage, Elsfield RoaJ.
ty Primary School.

Teacher-Parcnt Association. Old Marston S/M School.Mr. F. Maund, 4 Ashlong Road.
Over 60's CIub. Sec.: Mrs. J Road.Treas.: Mrs. d.
lflomen's rnstitute. Mrs. L. J

USEFUL INFORMATION
District Nurses, 6 Broughton's close, old Marston. Tcr. oxford 44417
Infant \P'elfare Clinic : The Village Hall, Thursdays 2_4 p.m.
Library : The Village Hall, Old Marston.

Adults Tuesday, 3^to 5_p.m.; 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.
Thursday 3 to 5-p.m. : 5.30 to 7.0 p'.m.
Friday, 3 to 6.30 -p.rn

fi



DIRECTORY
I7e hope all readers will patronise the shops advertised in this Directory

where excellent service is assured:
Baby Linerl General Drapery and Shoe Repairs ;

" Mac's," Cherwell Drive, Marston.............."..................TeI" 6L423
Baby Linen, " Tots to Teens " and Ladies Weaq Wool :

"Joyce's," 18 Cherwell Drive, Marston....".."...................Tel.63846
Baby Linen and Ladies' Wear, Wool, etc. :

North,5 Salford Road, Old Marston........ ...Tel.41451
Butcher (High Class) :

V. C. Whitc (Marston) Ltd.. 17 Salford R.d., OId Marston . Tel. 43177
Chemist :

B. G. Oliver (Oxlord) Ltd.. l1 Old Marston Rd., Marston.,Tcl.43824
Christian Book Centre :

574 St. Clement's Street, Oxford """..............Te[,47567
Coal Distributor :

W. Reeves & Son, l0 Cambridge Terrace, St" Ebbe's......"..TeL. 42529 d

83 Botley Road, Oxford ......"Tel" 42529 i
General Household, Wallfapemnd f"irrti, paraqn i"a " king Xol"'l i
Delivery Se:vice r E.

Simpson, 7 Salford Road Old Marston Tel. 42776 F
Grc"Sry Provisions and Old Ma(ston Post Offce : $L" E. H. Hayle, Oxford Road, Old Marston Tel. 49668 6'
E[airdres E

Lad $
y,402 Marston Road, Oxford.......... "."fel.48726 

*
Lad ^*' '-'-- 

E
. e Salford Road' ord 

illxi:l8l : . .F:1. il3i3 3

Tel. 61658 $
Repairs : f;

Music for Parties and Wedcing Receptions,. T"p" R;;;;dirr*r'i""fU' 
43272 le

Michael Berg and John Bleay ..Tel. 14322 :

14 Fairflx Avenue, Old-Marston .,,.. Tel. 43785 :

Nervsa3elts, Tobacconists- ConfectioEreers and Stationers: i

Baxters (Oxford) Ltd., 7 Old Marston Road, Oxforcl ......,.Tel. 42123 :

and 22 Cherwell Drive. :

G" C. Green, 13 Saiford Road, Oid Marston"..".......".........TeI.48932
Plr:rnber, Sanitary Engineer and Decorator:

A. J. Walton, A.M.Inst.B.E., I Beechey Ave., Old Marston.. Tet.47107
Rsdio anC Televisions, Rentai, Sales or Service :

\W. R. Hammond,76 Oxford Road, OId Marston... ".. .....TeI.88313
Taxi - Car Hire (Long or Short Journeys) :

Marston Taxi Service, Mr. & Mrs. Leach, 2 Cavendish Drive,
Old Marston .................Te1.47197

Wavy Llne Grocer'
Harwood. Salford Stores, 15 Salford Road" Old Marston... Tel. 43174

Printed by Oliver & Son (Oxford) Ltd.,73 George Street
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