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ST NICHOLAS CHURCH - OLD MARSTON
Vicar: Rev. Paul N. Rimmer, M.A., ll Elsfield Road, Old Marsron.
. Tel. : 47034.
I'arish Worker : Miss O. J. Lodge, The Flat, 15 Mill Lane, OId Marston.
Chrrchwardens : Dr. C. _W. Carter, Eaglesfield, fack Straws Lane, Oxford,

Te]. : Oxford 41167.

Mr. B. G. Oliver, 13 Jack Straw's Lane, Odord.
TeL : axlord 47997.

Organist : Mrs. E. A. Garner, " Barn Gates,,' 3l Oxford Rd., Old Marston.
Tet. : 41E88.

SERVICES :
SUND-A.YS IN THE MONTH

- ,IIoly Communion Mattins Evensonglst. 8.0 a.m. and ll.0 a.m. 10.30 a.m. (said) 6.30 p.ml
Parish Communion.

Znd. 8.0 a.m. ll.0 a.m. 6.30 p.m.3rd, 8.0 a.m. and 9.30 a.m. ll.0 a.m. 6.30 i.m.Family Communion.
4Lh. 8.0 a.m. 11.0 a.m. 6.30 p.m.
Saints' Days: Holy Communion - 7.15 a.m.
Holy Baptism : Second ard Fourth Sundqys of the month at 3 p.m. unless

otherwise annor:nced. Notice must be given. -

Holy Matrimony: Banns to be given in at the Vicarage.

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS AND MEETINGS :
As_ _the cowers ar.e printed in advance you are advis,ed to consult the

Notice Eoar"-l in the Church Porch, in case of alteration of times).
ChilCren's fflstruction : Senior Catechism and Crossbearers : l0 a.m. in

Church Hall.
I(indergarten and Junior : Sundays 1l a.m. in Church Hall.
Nursery : Sundays ll a.m. in the Village Hall.

Mothers' Y"jg".., Every fourth r07ednesday of the month at 7.45 p.m. in the
Church Hall (see separare notice).

Brownies : Wednesdays at 5.30 p.m. in Scout Hall.
Gir! Guides: Tuesdays at 7.0 p.n. in Scout Hall.
Cubs : Mondays at 5.15 p.m. in Scout }fall.
Scouts : Fridays at 7.15 p.m. in Scout Hall.
St. Nic!_o-tes_,Art Group: Thursdays at 7 p.m. in Scout Hall.

CHURCH PA,\.ADE : Once a quarrar at Evensong.

\TEEKDAY SERVICES:
Mattns-7.15-a.rn. (daily except Saturdays). 9 a.m. when there is a 7.15 a.m,

Se:v:ce of .Floiy Communion.
Evensong - 5.30 p.m. (daily except Saturdays).
Holy.Cornmunion 

- \Vednesdays and Saints Days at 7.L5 a.m.
Friday at 10.30 a.m. on every third Friday of month with Laying on of
Hand{s for Sick.

THE COVER PICTUR.E depicts the Marsron
bowl the spires of the Universiiy, the factory ch
homes with T.V. Masts-all symbolic of the lif-e of
is by Mr. Brian Cairns.
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Your sincere friend and Vicar.

JANUAS.Y, 1954

..HAR,AMBEE !"
enya. Its on the lips of

5if; I?.:,:?:,:::1,n:Jt:

TTIE YICAR'S LETTER
My dear Friends,

in *;1J:i:'#.nir%"j'"Jlixlti [:;Ti:T
it hapel from above have so often come notes
of

Ttre Annual General Meeting of the Ot'ord Council of Churches

And in March, well over forty churches of different denominations will
t_e igintgg iI the Bib_le Veek to discover what the Spirit is saving through
God's Vord to the Churches in Oxford.

. Good Neighbour Schemes, Inter-Church Aid and so many other
activities are now t}le concern of Christians, not of denominational bbdies.

Thank God for these sigrrs of the Spirit's activity. Do more than this.
Make sure ttrat you are part of it.

A very Happy New Year to you-



CCNGRATULATI$NS
m was sent from the Parish to the R.ight Rev. Gordon D.
p-designate of Southrvell, as soon as the news came through
ment. Please pray for Bishop and -[4rs. Savage as they move
God bless and use them gteatly in the days ahead.

From our own Chapter we shali soon be losing the Vicars of St.
Andrew's, Headington, and of St. Mary's, Littlemore. \We send our good
u,ishes to the ltev. and Mrs. Derek Eastman as they rnove to Banbury, ancr.

to the Rev. and }lrs. M. E. Young in their departure for Wootton, neai
Nottingham.

TF{E BEATLES CO&TE ITO &IARSTON
stayed Year's Parish P hoias'

are app (Death $7atch) were
school Rimmer look iik e wes

ng - " Christmas is a

l-hose who attended the Party rvill know that it isnt only the young ll'ho
swoon at the sight and sound of the Beaties !

It was wonderfui to have l4r
Although she declineci to take the
the past forty yeals, she was deii
gift of the parish. and presented b

I-;IYMAN VIS:TS S1'. FIICi{OLAS'
IJnder the heading " Christiali Ilopt," I-ryman oi the Oxford Mail

rvrote a glowing accollnt of worship at Evenscng at St. Nichoias'

Il is encouraging in these days vrhen so otten the
fin.1 a paper rvhich considers it lvorthw'hile to '-epo:t
uiiiage Chuich, and rvhich 1.ras the courage tc belleve
" Christian llope " lvill attlacr its readels. 'lhank yon,
report, ar-rd for the 'laimth oI 1:our appreciation.

OVER 60s - CORRECTION
The amount raised by the Bring and Ruy Sale was l'{9 10s. 0d ancl r:o1

i?:. lild. rs repolied last month.
.d sLrm cf t12 3s. has also beeit forwrrded to Cancer R'eseaich b-v the

i:rembers, in toicen of their ap-oreciition of the iate &1:'s G',vendoline Cliver

WEEK CF ['R,dYgR FOTI CHfiqg IAN T,JNITY

from January 13rh--25th. 'lhe Annual
tr{ee i1 will be on Tue:ciay, January 2ist at 3 15

p.m. i:rken by the R.ev. B. Drewery, and the
iitle eriments in Unity."

GUIDE NOTES:
Guiding Janet Ciaike, Helen

Nichoia Berger i.Ioith, Jarice
irgtcn," ',vrit;s Guide Captain
ln ihe Guides," she continues.
Nes' Yeai's (ireeting; to ali

Criiiles rnd Gr.riders ever-trwhere i "

Press is maligned to
on the r-r-oiship in r
that a titie such as

Leyman, io: 1,ot:i



Action Now!

(800.'

THE SIGN JANUARY 1964

The fact is that missionary giving of
this kind has declined. It is a lament-
able and grievous thing that this is so'

And though it might be interesting to
sDeculate upon the reasons for this-
and a decline of a sense of mission or

an over coflcern with our own financial
affairs might well be among them-yet
the great need is to stop this decline

before it is too late.

Work goes on

Perhaps the Prime need is for a

dramatii and exciting restatement of
the whole case for the work of the
Church Overseas. After all, our fore-
bears rvere enthusiastic enough' That

this need is still there, and that
this work still goes on.

Of eourse, it is a manY-sided

work. Of course, i.t is a vast
undertaking. The work ofthe
Chrrrch Or er.ers to-day is

social, medical, educational,
and evangelistic. But what
does thrs sorrrctin:es mcan in
terms of actual human ]ives?
A glance at the PhotograPh on
this page gives one among

I



many possible answers. For that
smiling boy, br-rt for the work of the
Church lv{issionary Society, would be
by this time a helpless and hopeless
victim of leprosy. Instead, .,ve see hitn
rvorking as a member of the staiT in
the very hospital which gave }rim a
new lease of life.

The tiouble is that this kind of work
has bcen going on so long that it is

now taken for granted, It has, in
some sense, strangely enough. appar-
ently lost its glan-rour appeal to many
of us here at home. And yet the l-rard

fact is the need is greater than ever.
The world is stitl abounding in the
under-privileged. Leprosy, that scourge
of hot clinrates, still exists. Illiteracy,
another scourge, still exists. And, as

the call came to our forebears to sup-
port, in the name of Christ, the work
of those who u,ent beyond the seas to
labour in that name, still tire call
comes to us.

The question is, are we prePared to
hear it? It rvill be more than a plaill
dereliction of dut-v if we are not. lt
will be more than plain failure in
imagination. The missionary work of
the Church, which involves missiou-
ary giving here at home, is as necessary

THE SIGhI
Not ashanted to cottfess the failh
of Christ cruciJied

JANUARY 1964 No. 709

I Circumcision of our Lord,
5 Second after Christntas.
6 Epiphany of our Lord.
8 Lucian, P.NL, c. 312.

12 First after Epiphany.
13 Hilary, B.D., 368.
i7 Ar,tony ol Egypt. Ab., 356.
18 Prisca, V.N'L, 265.

19 Second after EPiphany'
Wulfstan. B., 1095.

20 Fabian, B.NL. 250.
21 Agnes, V.NL, c. 304.
22 Yincent, Dn.M , c. 3C4.
25 Conversion of St, Paul'
26 Septuagesima,

Pollcarp, 8.M., c. 155'
27 Johr Ciuysostom, 8.D., 407.

DL1!s oJ'fas!ing, or abslinence:
Fridays, 3, 10, 17, 24, 31.

ancl as urgent now as ever it was-
probably more so. \\re fail at olrr per-il

to obey the cali: 'Go Ye unto all the
world. . . .' It all depends ot.l us. Our
motto in this respect rnight rveli be:
'AclionNott,,...' Srcxer

w.
s.
M.

S.
M.
Tb.
S.

S.

M.
Tu.
w.
S.

S.

M.

WITH I.IEART AND HANDS
I prayed I might have MarY's lteart;
but God has given me Martlm's hands

with which to nleet the day's denwnds.

7'et there is roomfor MarY's Part
in all that Martha striYes to do'

Since Mary's love maY well exqress

through Martha's hands a gentleness

nruliing them deft and kindlY too,

Martha mlY gain before she tires

the peace that Mary's heatt desires'



SEX and
MORATS

by the Archbishop

of Canterbury

t-rxuAL moraIi(v is itr a rtterr Sorne
Jruould ."y ", u,l." tlr.it the rcaqon
is the decline of religious beljef and
sanction. since it is witl-r thal belief
and sanctior.r that morality has been
tround r-rp, Others would say that on
the contrarl, this belief and sanctron
had been thc causc ol false repression.
neurosis and '.rnhappiness and that the
contemporary revolt rlas freeing sex

to be the lrappy, caretiee, innocent
delight it R'as nroant to be artd rvas
pointing the way to ne-,v r'ttoral in-
sights. Here the Chrisiian has to n-rake

his response It is not enough to poii:t
to a traditioD or to assert an autholity.
Christian morality is to be comnrcnded
to reason and conscieirce. Vle need,
while abhorring evil. to try 1() arlalyse
where the evil iies, and $'hat are the
causes rvhich rlake for it. That is nry
plrrpose in this articie.

What are the facts ?

Tl-re debris of bad apologetics, faise
imagcs and narrow moralism t.lust be
clearcd away. The Christian eti-ric is

not primarily a set ol' rules arrd prohi-
bitrons: 'thor.t shalt,' 'thor: shalt rlor."
II is not art isolate d conce-nt-i-ation

Chu r ch i nfor motion a fftct

r,rpon sex, as if fornicatir:r.r li,ere ihe
only grave sin, and chastity the para-
mount virtue, [t is not, again, a hush-
hush smugness rvhich eannot talk of
scx and leaves it to be dee;rred unclean
oI smutty"

\.Vhat are thc lacis urd princiLrles
upon rvhich monogarr)' rests? Male
and female, the dilTcrence of gender
belongs to nran)' parts o1' llature as
.,veli as to huliranitl It links humanity
with nlture, and also serves hunranity's
di'rinc goal rvhich r:irches far beyond
it. The delicate divisior.r oi grfts and
qualities leaves rlan eager 1'cr \toman,
and wornart eager ioi' rnan. Eros, or
lovc, is the desire cf the orre for the
other', a! the one feels incorlrplete
wirtrout the other ; ii is a desirc to
possess ancl 1o be possessed. Verrus is

3



the pleasurable act in which union is these drive them to find in Venus a

;r;;;;;;ea"ep.n.o, it serves Eros realm where they can succeed' ln the

and Eros craves lbf it. adventures and sensations of Venus

But Eros and VenLts together do not there is the chance to achieve' to

.*h';;-iir"-;eaning o1 man and dominate, to win' to enjov'. to prove

;;;; in their togetherness' Man oneself to onesclf and to others'

and woman are selves, they are per- Misunderstandings
sons: they bring to one anotner a

wealth oi thoughts, a.tionr,'ini.it1tt, - Hence Venus looms largc' And with

concerns and these are to become the the preoccupation some- great mls-

stuff of the unity between tfreni, wittr- understandinss follow' One is that

out individuatity disappearin"g." Wtttt Vt"; is iiself the substance of

;;r&;t Oo.i i, nii only-to unite marriage, and the clue to its success'

Eros and venus to or. unoii., b.rt to It is assumed in much popular, and

unite them both rvith tne iriioG ieafm even in some 'scientific" literature that

of unities in rvhich ,-r-tun urrd woman success or. failure in marriage is con-

;;" b"l;]r.d' Thus it is ilr"i trtti" "it 
cerltrated in the realm of Venus: but

linked with philia, the *rror. iui J" of the fbct is.rhat breakdown in marriage

."-ira.tirip in rir" tog.tt.i witi' att is often in the realm of character'

that this involves. patlence' forbearance in living to-

A riferong bond 
-:;;::i;oilo,r3lHsb'::ie;;!:ii,,,":

Such is monogamy. Its emergence So, too' is it assumed by n-rany that

;.r hiriory, its in-terior aepttr arid its as the art. of marriage will be the- art

.i"ti" 
"o.iir"un." 

..qr,i." ih" sacrifice of venus in excelsis, therefore the best

;i;;;a t;.iraint: tLat v"n". i, not readiness for marriage will be a train-

indulged outside the .nui.iug" Lo"O ing in sexual experience a1d. teclt-

;;; i"h.a Venus is ,ot lna.,ig."o r"tot" niques' This assumption helps to

ii.-Uui.;ug"to-day,whetheiinchurch eniourag" the widespread increase of
ract to accePt Pre-nuPtial
ough it a man the tragic
on not just a of Pre-matr
er but a slc1tts. makes for

riages. In truth, this misconceives the

nature of the marriage relationship'
This, however, can be said of the

contemporary preoccupation with sex'

Linked as it ii with frustrations and

distortions in life as a whole it is in
large part a mental preoccupation due

this come about'l to a pervasive kind of mental condi-

It is not that the native impulses of tioning' It is not that the power of

."* ur" stronger, or that men and Venus to allure men and women rs

stful. Rather is it stronger is it that

ations rvhich beset our disto led upon

ities, their want of Venus a she can

of meaningfulness properly to her a

in work or home or human re-lations, ioie far she was

iheir tack of significance for the ego- created to fulfil'
This a.t ticle is reprocluced by kind perntissiott ol the Ectitor of'The Sunday Times' @

4
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Question
Page
Blaming God

So manv peoPle bclieve lhat we rtho
are disablett or'lante should blome God

for our condition, Could 1'otr give your
views on this?

To blan-re God for disablement and
temptatlon.

in the Bible.
called uPon

ings to'curse
God. and die.' Btrt this is a sitt to he

resisied. II has nercr been the rviil oi

offer thcir sLtfferings end their couragc

fact been of people richer and more
valuable than-those in the full tide of
health.

Half-Way House?

The Position of Honour
What is meant in the CreeC bY the

vorrls'sitteth on the right hand ofGocl'?
Surel;,, Jesus is God.

The framers of the Creed thought
of God in terms of a heavenll' king
The position 6 of a

k.ing was t1-re p and
theriforc thelr n ol
our Lorcl. thaL right
hancl of Gocl.' God
in that tie see itl hirn ttre ttlllness
of rhe Coiihead rer'ealed. But it is

correct tl:ro to refer to hitr as the Soil
ol Gcd. as rndeecl the Scriptures do.
For instance: 'God loved the rvorld so

nruch tl..at he gave his onl1 Son, that
evervone uho has faith in hirn maY
not di. br,t have eternai life' (.5t. Johtt
3 l 6)' 4307

Sextons and Vergers
Cort yott plectsc tell tne iJ there is any

dilJ'eretice 
'beittcen o settot ancl a

rerget ?

The word sertott is derivedlromsacri-
stan. Onginally the dutjes of a sacristan
were to sei to the cleanliness ofth.e chan-
cel. After the Re{-oriration the sextcn
becrrn. tire JlgSer'.

,A verser c ofici:rl u'ho
carries iire d of clice in
fronl of a c tarl. br:t here
again the rt-,elti-,ing of the r',crd has

c[anged, ancl it is no* genela]ly
applied, like sertcn. to a' church care-
taker, although ir nrttnl cf oul larger
churches the ciii-etaker does act as

a verger, ir iie srrict sense, rvhen
req'"rirecl.

4305

Does Church teach that
there is or hal.f-wa1' stoge
before c io\l with God ?

The Anglican Church tee-ches that
nothing that is impcrlcct can enter
heavenl Since lew of us uould ciaim
to be perfect when we come to die, and
God alone can make rLs Perfect, it is

anrl Practice ttf reach' 
ciittrl'. Oni.,- atr be

tt:lten a'stampic! losed"

sr Stcr, 2E -1'1ar i'
5
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PORTRAIT OF
A CI.IURGH SCHOOL

CcHooL dinners are not alrvals the
Jsignificant fart of a school day.
But at the Harris Church of England
High School, Rugby, school dinners
anr significant.

Any teacher who believes that school
is conlined to the classroom-and
rumour has it there are a fel about-
had better stay away fron.r the Harris
school. For there at each table in the
dining hall at dinner-time sits a member
ol staff-not iike a skeleton at the feast
but, as one of the boys told me, 'one of
us.' Each table is a family gathering
rvithin the larger family of the school.

A fund of goodwill

'Children come to the Harris and
expect the relationship between thern-
selves and the tcachers to be one of
constant warfarc,' said Mr. Macleod,
the deputy headmaster, 'and they find
they'r'e mistaken. There's a fund of
goodwill that soon breaks that feeling
down.'

Everything really stems from the
headmaster.

Mr. C. H. Wellington has been head
since the school opened in 1954 r.vith
two classrooms. lle's a huge and
happy man with an int'ectious enthusi-
asrn for everything oonnected with his
school. He rvears authoritS, with a
rlig;riliecl inlormality, and his sta{[ have
n lfenrerdous cft-ection and loy;rlty for
him.

'The Church has cnormous oppor-
tunities in schools like ours.' he said.
'We've got to take then.r.'

6

by Peter Croft

This is a Church School which is
succeeding in being what a Church
School ought to be--where there's not
just religious instruction attached to
the syliabus and marked out of ten,
but religious educatiort; the whole life
and all activities are penetrated by the
Christian faith.

The Harris starts with a great mary
advantages. For instance, unlike most
Church Schools, it's a fine new onc.
And because it's a fine new school, in
delightful surroundings, in a pleasant
town, it's able to attract the right staff,
and, after all, it's teachers that make a
school"

Not only that; its name in the town
is such that it can't take all the
children who lvant to come. And so
to some extent it is able to screen its
entrants, who state on their application
forms whether they have been baptized,
what church they attend, whether the
parents are willing for them to receive
Church instruction. This forrn is then
countersigned by their parochial clergy.
On the whole, though sometimes there
have been objections raised in the
town, the scheme is now accepted and
works reasonably weil.

Priority
'This isn't a closed shop, you know,'

said the headmaster. 'We have to sort
out the lamilies that come, though I
don't like it. But what can you do?
There arc more applications than we
can cope with, and it's hard on Church
people if they can't have their children



educated in a Church School-so we

give priority to them.'- 
The clergY, of <;outse, teach in the

school. They conle as links between

home and classroom, Parisl-r and

school, world ar-td, L]L-irist.

'We're on the edge of four Parishes,'
the headmaster told me, 'and clergy

from them come in one mornl11g a

rveek. They take the morning worship
on that occasion, and teach in one of
the classes.'

The headr-r-raster hinself takes the

morning setvice u'hich la-sts about a

qualtcr of an !'rour. While the school

waits assembled in the main hall the
piano plaYs so then at 9 o'clcck
prompt tire he his Place otr the

deis;there's x :I hvinn. a slnior
reads a short iesson, arother tiymn
and then pra)/ers' The wl-roie ilring is
reverent, unhurried; evidentl.v great

pains are lakcn over its prcparation.
The highest number in a class is

forty. 'fhc sPecials or D-streatn

chilciren are less than thirty to a

class-in Ma-y, when I u'as there, they

ve-ricd between se\/en[een and twenty-
eight to a class. To care 1br these 620

ch"ii<iren are thirty menbers of siaff,

ilciuriing the headmasrer and part-

later in ihe 
"';eek,I think Sheila Hasrvell, one of the

senioi girls, hit the nail on the head

for me.
I was Prodding, and trYing to flnd

out wiry they v,'ere so proud of their
school-rvhat it $'as that made it differ-

ent from a non-Chlrrch School 'We're

a lan-rily,' she said. $/hich iakes us

right back to the sqhoerJ dinners'
'7



It happened here a . .

William Neil looks at Places in the-Holy. Land

i,iJi#?'ii,li ".i;";-.t.d 
witli ttre events of our Lord's

' life and MinistrY

home of Old Testament ProPhets'

Places our Lord knew

woven
These
knelv,
d, the

8

WHERE THE BAPTIST WAS BORN

fields, the flowers and the birds of
i"f.ti.tt fr. spoke. We should be dull

creatlttes indeed if
ence a lifting uP of
come face to face rr'

inextricablY Part of
ol our Christian life'

The eternal truths



t he Church of the Visitotion

of their two sons, one of $/hom, St.
John Baptist, was shortly afterwards
born in this selfsame spot.

The Magnificat

Against the sky in the picti.rre is the
Chuich ol the Visitation ol the Yirgin,
built on the site of the sumn'rei cottage
where Elizabeth, the mother of the
Baptist, had retiled during her prcg-
nancy (Sl. Luke 1.24-2-s). Ii rvas herc
that Elizabetir was inspired to exclainr
at the unexpected visit of her kins-
woman: 'Blessed art thou allnong
\\,omen, and blessed is the fruit ol thy
womb.' {i we sometimes feel that
Roman Catholics i-iave ovel-ernpha-
sized the importance oi the N(other of
our Lorrl we ought very carelully to
ponder the significance of the v;orCs of
Holy Scripiure. For it *'ls in repl],r to
this salutation that our Lady ut[ered
the imperishable Magnificnt'.'Ivly scrLl
doth niagnily tl',e tord and my spirit

\4illiam Morrcw & Co. lnc.

hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For
he hath regarded the lowliness of his
liandmaiden. For behold liorn hence-
foltl-i all generations shall call ure
bles:ed . . .' lSt. L,tl'e I. 46-:i j),

The Eenedictus

Not far away fi'om this piace is the
Church of St. John, markirg the s.ite

of the normal residence of Zacharias
and Elizabeth within the rr1lage where
the Btrptist was borl h is a strtrlgely
tranquii spot to be thc birthplace of
one rvho was destined to becone such
a contioversial iigure and meet slrch a
tragic end. Yet u'ell n-rigl-rt his father
Zacharias at his birth gire thanks in
the grcat worcis ol lhe Betteclictus:
'Blesserl bc the Lord God of Israel, for
he hatLr visitcd and lecieen-red his
people' (.9t, Luke 1,68-79), for as the
Latin inscription tetninds us: 'This is
the birthplace of the Foreiunner of the
Lor<i.'

9



I. THE BROAD PRINEIPLES

rrrHRrE hundred years ago the Book
I of Common Pra;er. as \\e now

have it, was first Published' An Act
of Uniformity was passed by Fallia-
ment rnaking it thc only authorized
book for public worship throughoilt
the land. It remains the on11' Jegal

Prayer Rook for use in the Church of
England.

This book has presented succeeding
generations with an incomParable
handbook tbr Public worsh'iP and
private devotion" It set out to achieve

three aims:
To ensure the naximum nse of the

Bible both as the fo'-rndation of its
teaching and the means of iLs worsl-rip'

To use latlguage u'hich would corn-

bine dignity with intelligibiliry.
To order worship il-t such a wa'y that

the congregation cor-ild actively par'ii-
ciptrte.

In these three objects, as we s1'"a1[

see in this antl succeeding articles, ihe
creators of the 1662 book were

admirably successfui. Not only Sun-

clay worship, b-'rt all the spintual neecls

KNOWING
YOT.lR
PRAYER
BOOK

By Canon Edward PateY

arising out of the cha,ngirg scenes of
life 'ii-r rronblc and in joy' have been

u'on<1,erlu1ly n.ret.

As the Cl-r'.rrch of Englanci spread

througholit the world, so this book of
1662 becirnrc the parent of similar
books within the Anglican Corn'
rnuni'rn. VrLt ittioris righ'.iy crept in.
Thcr-e are rroticeable differences ilr the
Praycr Rooks uscd in Scotland, in
Canada, in thc U.S.A. and in South
Africa But the donrinating itlfluence
ul':ire 1662 bork is alua5s rccogrtiz-
ar.rle. and it is this common ancestry in

The Story of Saint Francis



worship which provides the world-
wide Anglican Commrnion u'ith one

of its strongest ties.
Yet it is now generallY tecognized

that the Prayer Book is in need of
revision. ln 1927-28 a Revised Prayer
Book was presented to Parliament, bt-tt

it was rejected on tuo occasions.

Although the 1928 (or Deposited)
Prayer Book htrs no formai authority,
parts of it (especially the Baptism,
Marriage, and Burial Services) have

come into common use with the appro-
val of the BishoPs.

Most of us have been familiar with
parts of the Prayer Book since child-
hood. Even if familiarity does not
always breed contempt, we ail too
readily come to take for granted the
things with lvhich lve are most familiar.

These articles are designed to help
those who think they know the Prayer
Book to take a fresh look at the things
they say week bY week. TheY wili
examine the services of Morning and
Evening Prayer, the Holy Comn-runion,
and the special acts of worship with
which the PraYer Book helPs the
Christian to lace the great occltsions,
joyful and sad, which Iife brings'

But before looking at the services

thenrselves, it is vie1l u'orth trying to
see thc broad prrnciples upolr rvhicl-r

the compilers of the Prayer Book
based tl-reir $'ork. Th.e three rnairl
Prefaces to the Book of Common
Prayer give a fascinating insight into
therr minds.

These Prefaces shotv that they asked

themseiYes three questions :

Is this irr agreement \\ith the teach-

ing of Scripture?
Is this easilY understood?
Is this simPle enough to be of

practrcal use?
It might well be asked 

"ihether 
every

singlL' practice in c,tmnlott L'c irl lur
parish churches to-day is able to pass

this threefold test.
The third preface, 'Of Ccrer-nonies:

Why some be aboll:hed and sonle

retarned,' is a brilliant stateffent on the
use and abuse of cercmon)' in Public
rvorship. It contrasts the ruan '',rho

thinks it a matter of conscience to de-

nart fron) the leasl of the.e ceren'l()nies.

they be so addicted to their old custom'
rvith the man who is 'so neu-fangled
that he would innovate ail things.'
There aro plenty of examples oi both
these tlpcs of men to be lound in all
our parishes I



W. E.

Shewell-Cooper

ln the Garden with

r-ro think ol me as Your gardening

-!.Jadviser for 1964, and il you want

any advice or leaflets please send me

a stamped addressed envelope. I have,
for instance, a new ieaflet on lalvns
(3ri.) which any reader may have gratis,

and a leaflet on rose-Pruning. You
will have to start tackling both these

subjects sooner than you think. Don't
forget that this is seed-catalogue

month and if You want to grow some

unusual vegetables now is the time to
put Your order in. I can stronglY
iecommend the AsParagus Pea, the

Fenland broad bean, the Pea-Bean,

the Crimson sPinach, the Seakale

spinach, Celtuce, the Japatlese cl)cutn-
birs, the Butternut squash' and the

Cordon Bleu iettuce.
Spend time in the shed or kitchen

mending the seed boxes and seeing

that they are diPPed in a bucket of
green Cuprinol which will ensure that

they last longer. If You have heavY

soil it may PaY, if the weather keePs

open, to dig it and leave it rough' but
if the soil is light leave it until the

spring. People ought to grow endive
more because it is a delicious salad at
this time of the Year. You cover the
plants now with upturned large flower
pots and keep the plants in tl-re dark
ior three weeks. The leaves are then
what is called blanched, and all the
bitterness has gone out of them.

The moment the seed Pctatoes
arrive, put them in trays with the rose

end upwards. The rose end is the end
of the potato where there is the greatest

number of eyes. Put the boxes into a
frost-proof place where there is plenty
ol light. The idea is to make those

eyes grow out into little shoots known
as sprouts or 'sprits" The two best are

retained and the others are rubbed off
whe:t they are I inch long. Sprouting
ensures a heavY croP'

Some people do not realize that it is

possible to grow mushrooms in the

home. Betasol takes the mystery out
of mushroom grou'ing. A small lrial
pack costs about 5s. 611. If you lvould
like to try let me know Plus a s'a.e.

and a leaflet shall be sent You. You



Vegetable Recipe: Make the most of Brussels Sprouts

We usually have plenty of sprouts available in January and I like
to make the most of them. In my opinion they are always better
lightly boiled than steamed" I pick off any dead or yellowing leaves
from the outsides, wash well and then ailow them to stand in some
well-salted water for half an hour. A saucepan of water is then
put on the stove and brought to the boil. A tablespoonful of salt is

then added and a saltspoonful of soda. The washed sprouts are
then put in and they are troiled until just tender. They should
never be allowed to go mushy. During the boiling put a coiander
into the oven to warm and when the sprouts are ready drain them
in tlne warnecl colander, artd when drained put them into a well-
warmed vegetable dish with the lid on. Put on a knob or two of
butter or margarine, dust with pepper and salt, and serve, if pos-
sible, immediately. Brussels sprouts cool far quicker than cabbage,

An alternative method is to prepare the sprouts as for boiling;
piace them in a deep, lvarmed, fire-proof dish and adding only trvo
tablespoonfuls of boiling water to each half-pound sprouts. Put a

tablespoonlul of butter or nrargarine in the dish just above the
sprouts, cover with a lid, and place in a rcally hot oven until cooked.

Irene R. S hev,e I i-C o op er

can even grow mushrooms on the lawn
ifyou like. If the ground is frosty and
hard take the opportunity of wheeling
out the compost on to the soil where
you \flant to fork it in later. Put it in

convenient heaps. The menfolk will
probably w:Lnt to make a borfire of the
prunings. Tf thei' do, do keep. the wood
ashes for the raspberries, red currarts,
strau,berries and tomatoes.





MOWBR.AYS
Church Woodwork, Metalu;ork

and l{eedlework

We undertake the design and suppll' of

Church Woodu'ork, Metalwork an<l

Needleu'ork from the smallest indii'idual

itenrs to schemes for the con-rplete

furnishing or rearrallgelllert of Churches.

Illuslrations of t'ork recentlY

cornpleted ntaY be obtoined

frotn anY of aur shoPs bY Post"

28 MARGARET STREET, OXFORD CIRCUS' LONDON, W'I

35 PEMBROKE STREET, ST. ALDATE'S, OXFORD

I4 KING'S PARADE, CAMBRIDGE

5 ALBION PLACE, LEEDS, 1

ST. MARTIN'S BOOKSHOP, THE BULL RING, BIRMINGHAM' 5

44 BRAZENNOSE STREET, MANCI{ESIER' 2



STAR BOOKS ON
REUNION

Second Series

Five books for Study Groups on the ArTglican/Methodist conversations

General Etlitors.'Tgr Btsnop or BRrstor atrcl'fsr REv' RuPERT E' Drvrss

3s.6d. each

A. R. MOWBRAY & CO. LIMITED
28 MARGARET STREET, LONDON, W'1

7. WORSHIP IN A TINITED
CHURCH

Tnevon BrrsoN and RoerN SHInP

8. CHURCH GOYERNMENT
T. A. R. Lpvrtt and Eowlno Rocrns

9. SOCIAT QUESTIONS
KeNNnrs G*er:r and ManrlN RunooN

10. THE
CHURCHES' OUTREACH
Doucrls IIunrnY andD:"wt MonclN

11. UNITY AT THE LOCAL
LEYEL

Hrrrrv Pprct and GonooN Wnrrrrr-o
(Marchl

'This series of books is intended to heip
those who without being technical experts
or professional theologians, are never--
thel6ss readv to make a careful study ol
some of the'outstanding issues a: they ure

From the General Editors' Introduction,

Ladies all wool stockings,
Under slockings and IJnderwear

our sPecialitY.

Also Lisle stockings in various rveigtts,
fu terlock Underwear and Comblnations
Full details from:

MIJSGROYES, (S)
KENDAL, WESTNIORLAND

Journev of a Lifetime to the
HOLY LASID

CRUISES tO TURKEY & GREECE
Visiti hesus'

Pergam rraneant
Marmar sclnatlng

Adoqtisements for THE SIGN thould be sent to Eaerslel Publications Lld'
33-14 Crooen Street, Strand' London, lV.C,2



OI-D MARS}-GN SECONDAR,Y MOSET{N SCHOOL
T5ACHER PAREN'T AJSOCqATION

Did you r:,iss it ?

an " Any Questions " session. The
lgy, a doctor. Probation officer, and
Iiandard and i stimulating evening

d.

December 12th saw the School Plays and Concert' If any R'A'D'A'
,.ort, iiJ uttended Mr. Di:nsby would now be minus several budding stars.

On Friday, Februaiy 28:h there will be an inte-house Quiz. with mixed
teams of onterrit and pupils Do corne ! You're sure ro enjoy it'

P.S. I(eep June 6th cpen. Its the School Gala Day. Remember thc
l'isi one' 

George Tasker.

MAGAZNNES
'We are gratefuJ. t I'ne-s-of Cross Farm 

"vho 
enter-

tained the .N[agazine in November and p:ovided .an

"lrp"it""iiv 
to 

""o^. s varrous aspects of magazine

distribution.
Willalldistributorspleasehandinanyoutstandr::gmoneyfor1963to

&Irs. Flolmes, i! Cavendish Drive, as soon as possihle

PA.RISa={ CALE}iID.AR FOR JANUA:IY' 1964

ian. l. \\'ednesJay. Circumui:ion oI our Lord'
9.30 a.nt. FIoIY Communion.

" '{ 
5 15 p'm'
(Tea: 5.30 Pm.)

)t
tt

6.30 p m. Evensong.
oI our
HoiY

_rr. 'j.7 r Comrunion.- 
Quiet ar ^\lrs. leqkins.
C':.tec oss5earers Palty, 6 p.m 

- 8 p,m.
y after

S.00 : r,r. I{oly Com,rrunion.
11 C a.m. A,[atins.
3.00 p.m. Holy BaPtism'
5.30 p m. Evensong.
\\'cdncs.{ay. 7.1j a.m. Holy Co:rmurion. 

-Fr;day. 1-C.30 a.m. Holy Communion with Laying on of Hands
for Srck.
25th Week af Frayer for Christian Unity.
2nd Sun*a;* .:fter lloipiranY
8.40 a m. Holl' Corr,n'rt:rion.
9.3C a.m. FAMILY COMMUNION'
11 0 a.m. Nlatins.
6.30 p m, Evensong.

6.

8.

11.
12.

t<
i7

r2
i9.



,, 21. 'Iuesday. 8.15 p.m. "EXPERIMENTS IN UNITY."
Meeting iir Towa Hall.

,, 22. Wednesday. 7.15 a m. Holy Communion.
7"45 p.m. M.U. Meeting. Christian Marriage. Mrs. Hunt.

,, 25. Conversion of St. Paul.
7.15 a.m. Holy Communion,

,. 26. Septuagesima
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
I1.0 a.m. Matins.

Preacher : Rev. Denys Ruddy, Rector of Longworth.
3.00 p.m. Holy Baptism.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.

" 29. r#ednesday. 7.I5 a.m. Holy Communion.
8.00 p.m. Parish Meeting in Church Hall.

" 30. Thursday. 8,00 p,m. First Confirmarion Talk.
(Application Forms in Church to be completed and retruned
beforehand).

BAPTISMS

Nov. 10. Alison Dawn Edwards, 7 Rippington Drive.
Penelope Jane Freeman, 86 Cherwell Drive,
Gary Mark Taylor, 9 Cromwell Way. Kidlington.
James Michael Oram, The Cross, Stonesfield, Oxon.

,, 24. Neil Duncan Grant, 61 Arlington Drive.
Marie Frances Knibbs, 451 Marston Road.
Peter David Phipps, 38 Cherwell Park Caravans.
Linda Anna Tanner. 12 Arlington Drive.
Graham Bernard W'esron, 5 Windsor Crescent.

Dec. 8. Tracey Dandridge, 21 Arlington Drive.
Raymond Baker, 2 Gladstone Road, Headington Quarry.

COLLECTION AND COMMUNICANTS

November lTth ,F, ,:; 
o; communicants

November 24th 25 L5 4 26
December lst (Advent Sunday) 50 19 8 125
December 8th (St Nicholas'Day)... 20

Total Number of week-day communicants - 41.

CONFIRMATION TALKS

There will be a preliminary Confirmation Talk in Church on Thursdag
January 30th at 8 p.m. Those wishing to atrend rhe course should compleie
and return beforehand one of the forms available in Church.



CHURCH G LOCAL CI-UBS, SOCIET!ES, ETC

CHURCH.
Bell Ringers. Sec. : Mr. A' Gammon, 50 Oxford Road'

Btowries : Brown Owl : Mrs. Dornan, 26 Cavendish Drive'

Choir. Choirmaster : Mrs. E. M. Garner, 31 Oxford R'oad'

Cubs. Leader : Mr' I Brough, 7 \Tindsor Crescent'

Girl Gddes. Capiain : Mrs. J. Clarke, 30 Cavendish Drive'

Parish Magazine. Sec.: Mrs. E. Holmes, l0 Cavendish Drive'

Mothers' IJnion. Sec. : Mrs. N' E. Green, 60 Oxford Road'

Parochial Church Council. Sec. : Mrs. M' Harlow, Fir Tree House'
Oxford Road

Scouts. Scout M"ster : Mr. C' McCartney, North \ring, W'ytharn----Atu"y, o"o.,. G s.M. : Mr- A. Smith, 4 \Windsor crescent'

St. Nicho as' Fellowship' Sec : Miss E' Warburton, Cross Cottage'
Old Marston.

LOCAL.
St. Nicholas' Art Group. Sec. : Mr. P. Sheppard, 4 Raymund Road'

Altotment Association' Sec. : Mr" R. Bowerl 135 Oxford Road'

British Legion. Marston & District Sec' : Mr' S' Gregory, 6 Hardings
Close, Littlemore.

Old Marston Players. Mrs. Yates, Boults Lodge, Boults Lane' Old
Marston.

Parish Council. Chairman: Mr. Rumbold' 8 Beechey Avenue'

Refugee Committee. Miss E. Warburton, Cross Cottage, Elsfield Road'

Teacher-ParentAssociation.St.NicholasCountyPrimarySchool.
Mr. D. G. Balsdon, 15 Cromwell Close'

Teacher-Pareut Association. OId Marston S/M School'
Mr. F. Idaund, 4 Ashlong Road.

Over 60's Club. Sec" : Mrs. J. Harley, The Orchard, Oxfo:d Road'
Treas. : l"4rs. \7. Tcmliason, 35 Oxfo d RoaC

Women's Institute. Mrs. L. iennings, 8 Oxford Road'

USEFUL INFORMATION
District Nurses, 6 Broughton's Close, Old Marston' Tel' Odord 44417

Infant Velfare Clinic : The Village HalI, Thursdays 2-4 p'm'

Library : The Village Hall, Old Marston.
Adults Tuesdav,3 to 5 p.m.;5.30 to 7'30 p'm'

ThursdaY, 3 to 5 P.m.: 5.30 to 70 P'm'
FridaY, 3 to 6.30 P.m.

. Children: Mondav, 3 to 5.15 p.m.; \Tednesday, 3 to,5'-15 p'm'
O*,.t-3b1. Cttlt. St. Nichotas Chuich Hall, Mondays at 2'45 p'm'

Reeistrar'of Births, Marriages and Deaths : St. Nicholas' Church Hall,
" Elsfield Road.-OiC Maiston. Thursdays 4 to 4.30 p'm'

VitlageHall.AliBookingstoMr.Earl,ll2OxfordRoad,OldMarston'
St. Nicholas Church Hall. A11 Bookings to Miss O' J" Lodge, The Flat'

15 Mill Lane, O1d Marston.

'_



DIRECTORY
!ile hope all readers will patronise the shops advertised in this Directory

where excellent service is assured:
Baby Linen, General Drapery and Shoe Repairs:-" 

Mac's," Cherwell Drive, Marston..............."........"......".Tel, 61423
Baby Linen, " Tots to Teens " and Ladies Wear" Wool :-"Joyce's," 

18 Cherwell Drive, Marston......"..."."..............TeI" 63845
Baby Linen ald Ladies' Wear, Wool, etc. :'North, 5 Salford Road, OId Marston... .......Tel' 41451

Butcher (tIish Class):
V. C. White (Marston) Ltd., 17 Salford Rd", OId Marsron. Tel. 43177

Chemist :

B G. Oliver iilxford) Ltd. 1l Ola Marston Rd., Marston Tel. 43824
Christian Book Centre :

57A St. Clement's Steet, Oxford .".."............TeL" 47567
Coal Distuitrutor :

Dunlops. L.MS. Whart. Oxiord . . ..Tel. 42421
Dairy:

Jo:'s-The Family Dair1,-Pony Road" Horspath
Tel 77341

"Tel. 42757

Frneral Director :

W. Reeves & Son. l0 Cambridge T'ertace, St. Etrbe's . Tei. 425J9
-c3 Botlev Road, Oxford 'fel. 42529

General Household, Walloaper and Paints, Paraffin and " King Kole "
Delivery Service :

o

tr
0a

o
6

Eo
D

E

n
o

G

Grocerv
Simpson, 7 Salforcl Road Old Marston
:erv Provisions and Old Marston Post i

Tel. 42776
and Old Marston Post Ofce :

L. E. H. Hayle, Oxford Road, OId Marston........ Tcl. 49668

Etrairdressing :

Ladies' & Gent's :

S. T. Greenaway,402 Marston Road, Oxford. "..........TeL, 48726
Ladies' & Children's :

....TeL. 41632

....TeL.63842
.Nlarjorie Organ- 9 Salford Road, Old Marston

Michrrel, I{air Fashion,., 16 Chenveli Drivc" N{arsron
flardware Stores and Pa;ailEn De)ivery Service :

L. C. Boiteux. 8 Chen-,-eli Drirre, -N{arstcn................ Tel.
Men's, Youths and Juvenil: Wear, Alterations and Repairs :

Percy's, 1l Salford Road, O1d .N{arston .,.Tel.
Music for Parties and Wedding Receptions" Tape Recordings :

Michael Berg and lohn Bleay fel.
14 Fairfax Avenue, Old A4arston Tel

Newsagents, Tobacconists. Confectioneers and Stationers :

Baxters (Oxford) Ltd., 7 Oid folarston Road, Oxford ., Tcl.
and 22 Cherweli Drive.

61668

43212

44322
43785

42t23

G. C. Green, 13 Salford Road, Old .Ularston... .,..TeI. 48932
Plurnber, Sanitary Engineer and Decorator' :

A. J. Walton, A.I{.Inst.B.E., I Beechey Ave., Old Marston . Tel. 47107
Radio and Teievisions, Rental, Sales or Service :

W. R. Hammond, 76 Oxford Road, Old Marston... ." ..Tel. 88313
Taxi - Car ftrire (Long or Short Journeys):

Marston Taxi Service, Mr" & Mrs. Leach, 2 Cavendish Drive,
Old Marston. .. ..Tei. 47197

Wavy Line Grocer'
Harwood. Salford Stores, 15 Salford Road, Old Marston... Tel. 431/4

Prrted by Otiver & Son (Oxford) Ltd , 73 George Street


