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ST NICHOLAS CHURCH 
- OLD MARSTON

Yicar: Rev. Paul N. Rimmer. M.A., 11 Elsfield Road, Old Marsron.
TeI. : 47034.

Parish Worker: Miss O. J. I-odge, The Flat, 15 Mill Lane, Old Marsron.
Churchwardens : Dr. C. W. Carter, Eaglesfield, Jack Straws Lane, Oxford.

Tel. : Oxford 41167.
Mr. B. G. Oliver, 13 lack Straws Lane, Oxford
Tel. : Oxford 47997.

Organist : Mrs. E. A. Garner, " Barn Gates," 3l Oxford Rd, O1d Marsion.
Te1. : 41888.

SERVICES:
SUNDAYS

Holy Cornmunion
8.0 a.m. and 1I.C a"m.

Parish Communion"
8.0 a.m-
8.0 a.m. and 9.30 a,m.

Family Communion.
4th. 8.0 a.m.

IN THE IIONTH
Mattins E';ensong
10.30 a.m. (said) 6.3J p.m.lst.

Znd
3rd.

11.0 a.m.
ll.0 a.m.

11.0 a.m.

6.30 p.m.
6,30 p.m.

6 30 p.m.

Saints' Days; Holy Communion - 7.L5 a,m.

Holy Baptism : Second and Fourth Sundays of the month ar 3 p.m. unless
otherwise announced. Notice must be given.

Holy Matrimony : Banns to be given in at the Vicarage.

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS AND MEETINGS :

As the covers are printed in advance you are advised to consult the
Notice Board ru the Cirurch Porch, in case of alteration of times),

Children's Instruction : Senior Catechism and Crossbearers : l0 a.m, in
Church HaIl.
Kindcrganen and Junior: Sundays ll a.m. in Cburch Hall.
Nursery: Sundays 1l a.m. in the Village Haii.

Mothers' Union ; Every fourth ]$ednesday of the monrh ar 7.45 p.m. in rhe
Church Hall (see separare notice).

Brownies : Wednesdays ar 5.30 p.m. in Scour Hall.
Girl Guides ; Tuesdays ar 7.0 p m. in Scout Hall.
Cubs: Mondays ar 6.15 p.m. in Scout Hatl"
Scouts : Fridays ar 7.15 p.m. in Scout Hall.
St. Nicholas Art Group : Thursdays at 7 p.m. Ln Scout llall.

CHURCII PARADE : Once a quaner ar Evensong.

ITTEEKDAY SERVICES :

Mattins-7.15 a.m" (daily excepr Saturdays). 9 a.m. when rhere is a 7.15 a.m.
Service of Hoiy Communion.

Evensong 
- 

5.30 p,m. (daily excepr Sarurdays)
Holy Communion - W'ednesdays and Saints Days at 7.15 a.m.

Friday at 10.30 a.m. on every third Friday of month with Layilg on of
Hands for Sick.

THE COVE the Marston
bowl the spires he factory ch
homes with T.V. of the lifl of
is by Mr. Brian



No. 73. March, 1954.
EDITORIAL

Forty people from forty churches doing Bible Study togerher wou.ld mal<e
news. . Forty congregations getting together, and from many denominations,
to do lust this, should make headlines.

This is what is going to happen at the Oxford Bible Veek from the lTth
-20th March. The lVeek ',vill be Ied by the Rev. E. H Robertson, a Baptist
minister, often seen on T-V., who has organised such weeks in all parts of the
country.

THE VTCAR'S LETTER
My dear Friends,

You will make a ANNUAL CHURCH
MEETING, wont you ? It March l2th, ar 8 p.m.,
pleceded_by--the appointmen ch wardens it 7.45-p.m.
(Church Hall).

What happens ar rhe ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING ?
W'e11, for one thing your Parochial Church Council is elected-and what is

: " I propose,
ire each year,
forward, and

Its primary duty is " to co-operare with the incumbent in the initiarion
cond.ucr, and dlvelopment of Church *ot[ Uoit ;ithilth; p;;ih-;;J;;;l
side."

Ivlay Gqd_bless you this Easter-tide and flll your heart with His
Victorious and Triumphlnr Message.

Ycur sincere friend and Vicar.

%-%2'
UNIVERSITY RUGBY:



PARTSEI CALENDAR FOR MARCH

11.0 a.m. Matins'

11.0 a.m. Matins.
5.30 P.m. Evensong.

TUE FRIDAY'
lTth' Hall Street' oxford

,, 18.

u 22. t"itn^ilx:" 
'TEEK

11.0 a.m. Matins.

6.45 p.m.
uNitg'bSERVICE.St.NicholasCountyPrimarySchool'
7.45 P.m.

,, 28. iiA-Sfiin EVEN' Decoration of Church from 9'00 a'm'



:::-

Mar. 29. EASTER DAY
Holy Communion 7 a.rn, 8 a.m. and 12 noon.
Ll.0 a.m. Matins.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
(Children's Instruction at ll a.m. as usual).

,, 30. Monday in Easter Week. Holy Communion, 9.30 a.m.
Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy Sale - Over 60's Club.

HOLY BAITTISM
Ja* 26. Julie Naomi Rodgers, 52 Noakes Avenue, Great Baddon,

Chelmsford.
u 26. David Richard !7ard, Lamburn Close, Oxford Road.

IN MEMORIAM
Feb. l. Robert Jagoe, aged 53.

HO[-Y MATR,IMONY
Feb" 15. Douglas Charles Foreman and Sylvia Mary McNamee

COLLECTION AND COMMUNICANTS
e s. d. Communicants

Jur. 5. Christmas II ,, 33 7 6 86
,, 12. Epiphany I 34 l0 11 32
,, 19- Epiphany Itr 24 8 1 59
,, 26. Sexagesima 29 | 9 i0

Number of week-day communicants - 49.

MOTIIERING SUNDAY, March 8th,
Please note there lvi1l be a special service at St, Nicholas' for Pa:errts

and Children ar l0 a.m., u,hen we shall give thanks to God for our lrol:e:
and families and for a1l that .N,4.other Church means to us

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS SER.VICE WILL TAKE THE PI-ACS
OF THE NORMAL CHILDREN'S INSTR.UCTION A'I 11 s.m Ccme
to Church as a Farrily on Mothering Sunday at 10 a.m. !

N.B. Our worship and instruction on Sunday mornings at 11 am. wiil
continue throughout the Easter holidays.
PALM SUNDAY: March 22nd.

The United Service at the conclusion of Bible Week will be at the To.*.n
Hall at 7 p.m. Evensong ra,ill be said at St. Nichoias' Church at 5 3C p.:n.
but there will be no sermon. A.1l who possibly can are asked to attenci the
United Service in the Town Hall.
PR.OCESSION OF WITNESS : Good Friday, March 27th.

Christians of all denominations are invited to ioin in rhe Procession of
Witness through the Parish on Good Friday evening, leaving St. Nichoias'
Church at 6.45 p.m. The Procession will eventually make its way ro rhe
County Primary School for our local Ur:ited Service at7.45 p.m.. w-hen choirs
from St. Nicholas' Church and the Marston Road Congregationel Church wiil
lead the singing, and a short film on the events of the firsr (loorl Fliday rvill
be shown. Join this procession and show that you are " not ashamed ro con-
fess the faith of Christ crucified."
EASTER. DECORATIONS:

The decoration of the Church for the Easter Festival r.vil1 begin at 9 e.m
on Easter Eve owing to weddings on that day. If there are any who would
care to give flowers it would be a great help if they could be brought to
Church on Good Friday evening. Alternativeln if it would heip people,
flowers will be ordered in any event from Rymans Nurselies and we should



be ations. These should be given to Miss Lodge. Mrs.
Ry to the parish and we can be assured of fresh flowers
at t.

Festival is Yellow and white.
FROM TEIE

In accor (including Pledge
envelopes) on ft to the Vicar.

r{7L fe.l o will be unable to
attend any of like to be associated
with this Gift either of the follow-

B. G. Oliver, 13 Jack Straws Lane (or 11 Old Marston Road)
Dr, C. I7. Carter, " Eaglesfield," Jack Straws Lane, Oxford.

BELLR.INGER,S NOTES:
At the A.G.M. the following officers were elected : Captain : Roy Jones,

Deputy Captain: Noel Deam, Secretary: AIec Gammon, Stewatd: Ralph

welcorne !

Extr
century ...... Marston,
first five bell tower to
the last war, mostly in

n mentioned in the list
peals in 1955 ! Con-

gratulations to Marston ringers."
(A11 ihe parish will wish to congratulate our ringets on this record - 

yet
another to add to their collection ! Editor).
GIF'T TO TFIE CIIURCH:

Church.
OXFORD IJNITED:

At the time of writing, Oxford United has just won a great victory over
Blackburn in what must have been surely one of the epic matches of the

is sparkling result. It
Oxford Mail of young
Marston faces were in
w what the score was

without leaving his garden, because of the cheers half a mile away. Others
claimed to have heard the Victory cheer at Windsor Crescent after the match.
trs this a lecord ?

JUMBLE SALES AND
Easter Monday, 30th

morning. 10.30 a.m.

COFFEE MOR.NINGS:
March. Over 60's Club. Bring and Buy Coffee

Easter Satuiday, 4th April. Bellringers' Jumble Sale, 2.30 p.m.



TFIE SIGN I\1 ARCH 1964

Mothering Sunday
'THEY went to church with us rcgu-
I larly as soon as they could rvalk.

They were never any trouble, and now
they began to link public worship with
our private worship. The twin aspects
of intercession and meditation became
second nature to them. It is a long
time since we knelt together at the
settee for an altar. Anthony sang in
the cathedral song school choir rmtil
his voice broke. Diane is a Sunday
School teacher.'

Those words are taken from an
article later in this number called
'Learning to Pray.' It is a moving
article; it is a simple and true account
of one mother's efforts, in bringing her
children up in the knowledge of God
and in habits of worship and prayer.

It is also an article whioh has quite a
lot to tell us about tl-re real truth behind
Mothering Sunday.

Often-far too often-the t:'ue mean-
ing of that day is obscured behind
clouds of sentimcnt, ltot to say sellti-
mentality. 'Mother's Day,' they call it
in the United States. And here, as

there, it tends to be observed, for no
particularly clear reason, as a time for
the expression of a vague gratitude to
mothers for being mothers. That is
perfectly proper, and very understand-
able. But it begs a question as to what,
in the highest sense, is a mother?

Certainly, to have brought a child
into the world and to have worked to
bring that child up througl.r all the
changes and chances ofchildhood into

55
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TFIE SIGN
Not ashamed to confess the faith
oJ ('htist crucifi.ed

MARCH 1964

Th.
g.
Tu.
w.
F.
S"

S.
l\.{.
Tu.

Tir.
F,
s.
S.
M.
Tu.
Days offtsting, or absti/lencc;

All weektiai,s in Lent

i Third in Lent.

2 ntury.

7 *parrions,

8 Four.th in Lent.
12 Gre3or-1 the Great, B.D., 604,
I -5 Fifrh in Lent,17 461.
I 8 IvI.
20 Ae'l
2t tr., ..' S+0.

29 Dar..
30 ] in Eosfer \\'cck,31 y in Easter \\'ceh.

No, 711
S.

M

S.

MARY
AT
THE
cRoss

Thqt it slrculcl come ro this-ihis thot.n_crowneci shame !Thar he, wlro tvore her rerl,fiesh, s/toul) ie 
'-" """""

Rcri/e'l onJ cast ro igttorttirtiL.Us dc.Ltth
By tltosc whosc reccnt breath cried,.\lai,sty.,
Onc.e, u,hen a stable room il)as sanclifiecl
And God's rlcor Sott lo.t ,ra, n: a:,ti,tst /tcr brcast,
M.ight the prerlL'sritrcd Trtttlt oI l-ri-/cr1:s ,"orr""'
IIa.;e spre ad brief shaciotv o,, thri, girtl, ,:ns:t ?

Yet, she couirl not hat.e conprehertclec! then
The ,earittg lot.lnc:t! of ltis ,tgon-r,
That ct rtti-fic.l a t.otiorti .\4ot:lter:s hecu.t,
Who v'alked besicle lrcr Sorr to Calvari.

?orel,we.may meanly s??k to enter in,ro rolk vith him thelotnbre pqssiotis way,
griefs are ringed about tl,ith light,
blinding Truth of Easter Day.

JOAN B. HOWES34



Learning to PPaY
BY IETENE ROTHWELL

still at work, but when he rvas at home

35
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our bedtime worship with a hymn, one

of the simple children's songs to be

found in anY hYmn book.

Learning bY ExamPle

Anthony was much slower to talk
than his sister. He wonld kneel on one

side of me, a solemn little boy, listening
to his sister on the other side, as she

said the Prayers she had learned bY

heart. .B) the time lte uits exprcssing
himself, Diane was taking an interest
in the PraYer
compiling. As
prayer, I wou
We began to
night with Ant
in, sometimbs j
he asked for a
for boys and girls who were PoorlY'
I thought about this as we shared the
last cuddle, which always consolidated
the feeling of peace and well-being after
our worship. It occurred to nle that
prayer did not rtecessarily mean always
saying something. Listening was just

as important.
Each evening after that we had a

little silent time, after rvhich I rvould
say,

'O come to mY heart, Lord Jesus.'

Diane and AnthonY would rcPlY,
'There is room in mY heart for thee.'
I began to see that this was the

beginning of meditation.
Diane went to school, and we began

to hear the prayers she learned there.
She would say that they had Prayed
fot someone that morning, or that
they had learned a new PraYer. Our

36

book grew as our horizons widened'

Anthony listened and joined in.
The weeks and months Passed.

Anthony was now a schoolboY. One

night Diane wouid choose the hYmn

ond th" Prayers. The next night
Anthouy would choose. I took a back
seat as they read the PraYers, using
inore adult prayels, especially those
they heard at church. Instead of a

story we now had Bible reading, with 
.

p..top, an exPlanation from DaddY

or me.
They went to church with us regu'

larly as soon as they could walk' They
weie rever any trouble. and now they
began to link pubtic worship with our
private worshiP.

The twin aspects of intercession and
meditation became second nature to
them.

It is a long time since we knelt
together at the settee for an altar'
Anthony sang in the cathedral song

school choir until his voice broke.
Diane is a SundaY School teacher. I
think they know a little more about
prayer than I did at their age.

The Value of Silence

Probably the most imPortant thing
that happened in their evening rvorship
was when the usually silent Anthony
asked for a prayer that he had learned
from Diane. It was because of that
incident that we learned the va.lue of
silence in prayer. They and I realized

that we have to give God a chance to
speak to us, and to tell us what he

wants us to do'
In the silence, with only the flicker-

ing of the flames for light, we could
really feel the presence of the Floly
Spirit.

I sometimes look back longinglY on
those days, with their evening com-
munion. PerhaPs mY grandchildren
will come to stay with me one day, and

I shall be able to re-live a few of those
minutes of PraYer.



Question
Page
Other Religions

Can Chrislians say wilhout hesilation
that other great religions such as
Buddhism and Mohammeclanisn are
trrong, aild that we should try lo conrerl
those who profess them?

It is the duty of all Chlistian people
to play their part in proclaining the
Gospel, and in bringing all peoples to
the knowledge of Jesus Christ. It is
luot so nruch that Buddhism and
Moharnmedanism are u'rong; God
may indeed speak to us through
Buddhists and N4oslems. But they
cannot bring their adherents to a
saving faith in Jesus Christ. 4314

Crown Appointments
Can you please tell ne what is meant

by a Crown Appoinlment? Our reclor
has been ofibred such a living in Devon.

A Crown appointment is a living of
which the Crorvn is the patron. The
English patronage system originated in
Saxon times, when a landorvner who
had built a church lbr his village would
appoirt the priest and provicle for his
stipend. In course of time the rights
of appointrnent have changed hands,
often with the ownership of land, ancl
now many are held by universities, the
Lord Chancellor, or the Crown. Tire
Bishops themsclves also hold a large
number of appointments. 43 r5

Recognizing our Parents
Is it correct to beliete that in the

hereaftcr we shall not rccognize otr
porefits but shall all be chiklren of our
heavenly Fnther?

The Bible tells us very little of the
life hereafter, and we can be sure that
it rvill be very different from any kind
of life we know. But there is no reason
to doubt that we shall recognize those
whom we love. St. Johl probably
takes us as near to the truth as it is
possible to get in Revelation 21. 3
and 4.

Entering a Convent
4316

Please would you be kind enough to
tell me if it vlould be possible for a
woman who has beert married and
brought up a fomily of children to enter
a Church of England cont'ent?

So far as rve know there is no
Anglican Communiry u'hich admits
married women or rvidorvs as full
members. The vocation to motherhood
and the vocation to the religious life
are regarded as compJementary, and
an indivrdual *ho has chosen one
cannot choose the other. There are,
however, a number of communities
who receive widows as permanent
guests who take some part in the life
of the community. You $,ill find details
of such communities in the Cuide to
the Religious Comtnuniiies of the Angli-
can Cotnmunion (7 s. 6d., post 6d.). +:rz

Calling the Registrar
Is it the case that the registrar ntLtst

be present v,hen marriages take place
in builrlitrgs not belonging to the Church
of England? Wlrut is the ruling for
Greek Orthodox or Roman Catholic
priests ?

When buildings other than those
belorging to the Church of England
are registered for marriages, the
Marriage Act provides that the cere-
mony must take place in the presence
of witnesses, and of the registrar or
an authorized person. ln practice the
minister of the building concerned, or
Roman Catholic or Orthodox priest,
if circumsta-nces warrant, u,ill be
appointed as the authorized person.

43r 8

Readers' Ietters regardlng the faith and practice of the Church of England reach
Question Page from all parts of the country. Only a few of the questions can be
printed, but all are answered by post when a stamped addressed envelope is enclosed,

Our address is: Question Page, Tae SrcN, 28 Margaret Street, London, ,). 
^-3t
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Utopia . . . and nrarie me realize too
how difficuit a ci',aplaln'ii job is irr
those middle-aged plaees by com-
parlson.

At Keele all the 900 ()r so students
live on the campus Ar:d this is not
ooly tn:e ofthe students. All the staff
are on the spot too. In other words,
you feel that a university education is
not the punrping into people of gallons
of inforn-ration, but thc sharing o1' a
life. Staff and stuCcr.rts at Keeie are
learning to share iheir Iives, and this
nreans that Ci'rristianity is not foi thcm
a ttring .,-lir.,6r:ced !'rom iiving but is

visible in, for instance, a prot'essor's
hone. Christian meilbers c[ staff havc
groups in their houses; they take pirrt
in the Christian aciilities of the
campLrs.

The e haplain

The chapJain at Keelc is ihc .A.rch-
deacon of Stoke-on-Trent, lhe Yener-
able G. Youell. Thc rinivetsii),
reeoglizes him in u'a,v-s that 11rr-l-st n'.ake
the chaplains oi the n-ridrj ie-aged
universitics green rvith enl,y. ITe jivos
just off the caunrpus, t',velve minuies'
rvalk away frorn the Linion.

The chapel is a Nissen httt at thc
moment; bu[ plans are out for a
permanent building costing aborit
160,000. It is a stone's il'.t-orv lroni
the Union, and Anglicans, E otnan
Catholics and Free Church use it while
the university maintains it. At the
beginning of term all tl-rree chaplairs
stand in the chapel togeLller at a
trniiersity selricc ir hiic ,. ',,ri'.ir:ilv
official introduces them to Lhi: str,--

dents, and trvo-thirds of the sllldents
(last year 136 out of an intake of 240)
say they'd like to be put into tonch
rvith the Christian cot-irn-tunily in thc
place. In the chapel cncc a terLu
there is a Sutg liucllarist. T'1ie chapel
seais arc arrangcd in a circle; the
,''".-61ro6ccilor reads the Epistle.
Something like 150 stirdllnts-Runarl

Catholic, Anglicar and Free Church-
go to Communion each week. Angii-
cans and Free Church people hold a
uniicd service cach SLrnday morrring
at 9.45.

'Interest irr leligion,' says the chap-
lain, 'is phenomenal. For example,
last tern: we had a debate between
Dr. Soper and the Bishop of Lichfield
on the one side and two leading
Colnmunists on the other, atrd a
qua"rter oi the university rvas there.'

At I(eele every student takes a
science and a non-science subject
during the ibur-year coitrse. The
Universities of Sussex and Warwick
feel this is a bad thing and link sub-
jects in order io deepen ratl'.er lhan
spreacl interesl-they say it's bettei to
con'rbine classics and philosophl', bis-
toiy and sociology, than classics and
biology. Bui whether it's the best
system or noi it's ceriainly better thar-r
too narrow a specialization and it does
heip bridge the gap between the arts
anci scienccs and weld tlte tL;tilcr.ity
into a single community.

Everytl-ring at f\ecle is. ol co,:rse,
new, and because it's new therc i:
expectaocy and liveliness in the air.
A vivid contiast to u,hat a student
froru one of the rniddlc-aged univer-
sities said to me: 'Comtm-rnity! I've
been here t'"vo and a haif years anC I
don't feel I've belorged to anYthing
or anybody--exccpt rnY iandladv.'
Ard it couicln"t have been oi:1,v his
fauit.

Dynamic !-ife

It' the Church has not a valua,ble
conirib'.riiolt to ruake ro t1-re life (and
I mean lifc-throbbtng, CYnamic,
exciting life) oi eacl-t a;rC evcry com-
rlunity, u,liether il's factoly ot village
c,r '.rrivcrsity, il has nc right to call
itsell the Body of Ctrrist. -I(eele has
wherted my appetite. I shall look
forward to grear tiiing. happening irl
the Univ;rsity ol War''. ick. 

39
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tt haPPened here a ' 3

William Neil looks at olaces in the Holy Land

,"a,-.i"t, .;nnected witi trt" events of our Lord's

life and MinistrY

WHERE CHRIST \^/AS A CHILD
3

ttpbringing I

The Church of the Annunciation

40

ncrt miss a beat'

Child and SchoolboY



claims. Wl-rat right had this carpenter

whom theY
he u,as the
kilt him, P
recognized
for the las
knerv the truth of St. Simeon's words:

'You too shall be pierced to the heart'
(.5t. Luke 2. 35).

The CarPenter of Nazareth

been mr.rch diflerent in Jesus' day:

narrotv cobbled streets' 1t'adcd don-

ke,vs, vcudc.rs'crie-s. Dark 1itrle shops

i,ke'cat'..nt line ihe s-treet r'ccupied

br I ntt:;.ture ol nterclLalrs and trades-

iiit. Tt-,... ) ou can strli sec the srnith,

the nJ.son and the carpenler' In some

such rvorkshop Jesus nade the ti ooden

olouqhs. the loke: and thc clcthes'

cnests that are still used b1 pcasants

get from the
judge bY the
iddcn lears of
d irr'ritiul' The

Iike
felt
to

Jesu

criptions his aPPear-

anie, his Bur ge can

readalo sb1'noting
the illust uses in his

and hates,
s. This was
und of his
ng of ordin-

ar.v folk like ourselves.
4t

*.s



3. PREPARING OURSELVES

norH N'lorning and Evening Prayer

I} begin with an introductory section
designed to heJP the worshiPPer to
come ready and PrePared into the
presence of Cod.

So in both Matins and Evensong the
first act ol'thc three-act drama is con-
cernetl with helping the Christian to
enter',vith proper preparedness and awe

into the court of the King of kings.
The exhortation is often shortened,

or the alternative version from the
l92B book is substituted. Thete are

sometimes good reasons for tloing tilis,
but the'Dearly beloved bretirren' flom
the 1662 Prayer Book canrot be sLir-

passed as a clear and cogeilt sLlllrmolls

to worshiP.

A Good Exercise

First it insists on the necessity of
confession and the assurance of God's
forgiveness before tru n

begin. Indeed, the 'Sc h

us in sundrY Places' to it
is a good exercise in Bible study to
search out sonre ol the 'sLrndry placcs'

KNOWING
YOUR
PRAYER
BOOK

By Canon Ed+rcu'd PateY

both in the Old Testament as well as

in the New Testament where scripture
talks about the necessity of confession
and repentance.

Tl.ren follows the four-fold definition
of the purpose of worship (to render
thanks; to shorv forth praise; to llear
God's rvord; and to ask for necessarY

things) which were discussed on this
page last month.

Then follows the Coltlcssion:
have erred and straYed . ' .'
olten these trenrelrdous rvords
taken for grantcd I Each lime we

'We
How

are

The Story of Saint Francis

) WANT TO.I'M
NNGTO WAR LIKE THIS, EYEN IF
I ts{AVE TO LEAVE THE i.dTHERE

9OTHF/CIIAN(ED Ct THES

AND/ARMoUR'
ON REACHING THE UTTIi
TOWN OF SPOLETTO
trEANCIS \^vAs TAKE}{
VERY ILL! AND-THE
TROOPS WEI.IT ON
WITHOTT H["1. DAi'AFTET
DA/ HE STruCQLTD]O 6€T
uP AI.|O FOLTOW -THEM,
BU( HE WAs TDO I II,THEN
ONE DAY, JI.,/S.r BEFORE
DAWN IlE BEqAN TO DRE.AM



ought to be dist'.rrbed atiesh by the

challenge of this pral'cr'. There are so

nrany scarching questiotis io bc zrns-

wered. This is a 'Cenel'al Ctrn{ession'

to be said by the uhole congrL'galion'
Then there is the strong meat of the

declaraiion that 'there is no health in
us,' ls the Confession too strongly
worde'd? ls it possible lo he sincet e as

wc say these rvords ? It rnttst be noted

that the word 'miserable' has changed

its meaning sirrce the seventeenth cen-

tury. In the Pral'er Botrk it simPlY

means 'in need of n'rercY.'

But this prayer is centred rtpon Cod'
This is not the man's-eye vie*' but the

God's-eye vi tY. In terms

of bis grcat certainlY be

counted 'mi there is rrot

one of us, however holY, who is not
in need of his mercY'

Thc Confession is followecl bY the

Prayer of Absolutiorl. fitit it a pro-

clamation of the for-giveness of God'
The right to forgi're sins belongs to
God aloue.

Yet the risen Christ committed this
ministry to his chosen disciples whom
he comtnissiorred to speak the lvord
of forgiveness on his behall. (See St'

Jol.rn 20. 19-23.)

The Church continues to exercise

this ministry, and every priest at his

orclination is comnrissioned by the

bishop in these u'ords:
'Reieive tl.re HolY Ghost for the

office and work of a Priest in the
Church of God. . . ' Whose sins thou
dost forgive, they are forgiven; and

whose sins thou dost retain, they are

retained.'
Many peoPle to-daY sulTer fi om

nervous disturbances due to an un-

resolved sense of guilt. Tl-rey long to
knor'' tlre essurance of forgir enes''

The Forgiven PeoPle

The final Part of Act One-the
preparation for worshiP-is 

XT*ii:Ii
le of God.
re thc \'lini-

ster shall kneel and say the Lord s Pray-

er rvith an audible voice, the people

aJso kneeling and repeating it ivith
him'

Priest and People should sPeak to-
gether $'ith conviction. At.rd ue have

io see that, as far as oLlr per-<L)nal part

is concerned, this is ''r'hat does rndeed

happen.

\riHtcH ts tT 8f,Tf ER rcs=NE,-
TIE MASTER OAGE Si\Affi7



tn the harden with
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Have you
rgad r, P

By Canon H. G. G. Herklots

FOR HOLY WEEK

F1HTRE is no saint more PoPular
L among English Christiarts than

Francis of Assisi, whose life is illus-
trated in Tue SrcN this year' Ilis name
is known, not to regular churchgoers
alone, but to many 'on the fringe'-
some of whom think of him onlY as a
kind of patron saint of animals,
especially good with birds. But Francis
cared for men and women lnore than
for animals;and for God most of all,

An opportunity to know St. Francis
better is provided by the publication
by the S.P.C.K. in their Seraph Series
of Saint Froncis of lssisi by Dr. John
R. H. Moorman, Bishop of RiPon.

Has there ever been an English St.
Francis? Richard Rolle, the four-
teenth-century Yorkshire hermit, re-
calls him often both in his life and in
his rvritings. Rol.le was a poet, a
singer of the love of Christ, and at the
same time the first rvriter to use

Middle English for a serious purpose.
His devotion was rvholly biblical, to
thc incarnate Christ. We maY be
grateful that Selected LYritings oJ

Richard Rolle have been translated for
us and edited by the Rev. Johl G.
Harrell, a priest of the American
Episcopal Church, and rnade available
by the S.P.C.K. in a Seraph Book at
4s. Richard Rolle was l1ever canon-
ized; but after his death from the
Black Death in 1349 his influence

Journey of a Lifetime to the

HOLY LAND
GALILEE, .IERUSALEM, BETHTEHEM,

I{AZABETH, SAilABlA, etc'
By AIR Non-stop flight

16 wouoenruL DAYs 1 12 cns.
Weekly deps. from March l9 to June 4

fortnightly from June 4 to Occober 8
Easter and Spring deps. (l l5 gns.) limiced
accommodation only-plere book early.

By LAND/SEA 25 DAYS 145 Gns.
l2 full days in the HOLY LAND

and cruising on the Mediterranean in
luxurious ltalian ships. Deps, March 20

&27,May 15, luly 3l & October 16.
Prices fully inclusive with excellent full

board accommodalion and sighEseeing tours
everywhere. Conducted by experienced

Chrisrian Leaders.

Send for brochure of Holidoy of your choice
to DePt. E9.

oRTENTOURS (LONDON) Ltd.
87 Regent St., London, W.l. Tel. RXO ?971

" Do people
really care if
I liue or die? "

Such is the apathy cnd despair ofrefu-
gees nho hare liveil for years in camps
and hovels, Lifeline not only tends to
refugees' meterial needs, but tries to
conlcy to each individual that people

in this country do care rvhether they
lire or die. Not a large organisation,
Lifeline's concem for the individual,
like Paolo for instance, an aged and
ill refugee of 82 years, has enabled
them to successfully help others. You
can become a friend and a sponsor for
someone like Paolo bY sending a
donation to: LIFLLINE, k\"
67a Camden High Street, l\5
Lonrlon. N.\Y.l. Vs

Made qnd Prinled in Greot Britain by A. R. Mowbroy & Co. Limited, Pablishers,
28 Mdryaret Strcet, London, ly,l, al fheir Oxjord l1/orks.
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its greatest contributors., The reader
will find much in this small volume tcr
substantiate the clairn made in the
Introchrction.

In Fire Minutes tt Sqint, Dr. John
Foster, Professor oI E..clesiasr ical
History at Glasgow, has repriuted
talks given in 'Lift Up your Hearts'
programrnes of the B.B.C. TJ-rc tbrty-
two short chaptcrs arc in ser..en scc-

Church and the World. Here are
'arguments straight from the Apo-
logists, testimony in the words of ihe
Fathels, confessions an<i pra_vers of
the saints, ey.e-r,vitness accounts of the
martyrs, pen-pictures of heroes of the
Faith.' No one can do this sort of
thing better than Dr Foster.

So I commend these three books
about saints:

Saint Francis of Ass,isiby Dr. J. R. H.
Moorman (Seraph Books: S.p.C.K .
5s.).

Selecled ll,ritings of Richat c! Roile
transiated by John C. Harrell
(Seiaph Books; S.p,C.K . .1s.).

Five Minutes u Soinf b) .Tohn Foster
(S.C.Ivl. Pless, 6s 6rJ,),

MANORMEA D NURSING IIOME, HINDHEA D,MANORM]::A D N URSING IIOME, HINDHEA D, .SL',C,C'}

HOUSING nnd NURSING accommodation is nou prc\,ide,J b-v rh9
Pensions Board lor over 450 retired clerg5'men and their rrives

and clergy rvidows.

GRANTS are being paid to over 1,300 CLERGY \!,IDO\\'S
and depcndants who rvould otherrvise have insuftleiert or tltich to live.

The Church of England Pensions Board has accep!ed the chaiLenge
to find f,100,000, the cost cach year-uill yOU help I

Please seod YOUR personal coniributioa oi _\oui p C C. sub;criptioa to
T'iE SECF.ETARY.t TREASI'RER, TEE CHURCH O: L\C:Ai'D PENSIO\S BO.\RD

5! TUFTON STREET, LONDON, S W.t.

!!!! I ::= :=la; a 
-- 
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Easter Appeal
The spiritual needs ofour clrjldren
are the first consideration: our

your sympathy for our aims\i\\ by sending a special donation
to help us in these difficult times?

Please send a donation to Mr. F. A.
Thorp, General Secretary

SHAFTESBURY }IOMES &.ARETIIUSA 
TRAINII{G SIIIP

PATRON HX THE OUIEN

164 6haftesbury Ayonue, London, W,C.2

MO\vBRAYS

for tralm Crosses

z8 IvIARGARET STREET

LONDON, 'W.T

Laciies all wool stockings,
Under slockings and Unclerwear

our speciality.
Also Lisle stockings in various rvcights,
Interlock Undern,ear and Conrbinations
Full detuils from:

MrrscRovEs, (s)
KENDAL, 1VESTM OR.I,ANT)

homes and the 'Arethusa' have
their own Chapels; and in the

trainins of oLrr child-
*-Z ren to b-ecome worthyren to become worthy

citizcns due rggard is
/ paid to tlie claimiof the'spirit, mind and body.
This Easter will you show

to those
we l()ve

to those we love we give
presents, We show our affec-
tion in a thousand different
ways. The little children in
our care felt they had no one
to love them when they came
to us. We try to supply that
lack and to give them all the
loving care we can. Will 1,ou
help us in this task? Spare
a little of your love this
Easter and make a child's
life happier.

Pleqse send a
donation to:

DR. BARNARDO'S HOM ES
376 Barnardo House, Stepnel, Causeual,, London. E.1

2159tB

Adoctritements for-THE SIGN should be .rent to Ftersley publicttiou Ltd.
33-34 Crooet Street, Srrond, London, lV-.C.2



CHURCH b LCCAL CLUBS, SOCIETIES, ETC,

CHURCH
Bell R.ingers. Sec : Mr. A. Gammon, 50 Oxford Road.

Brownies. Brown Owl : Mrs. Doman, 26 Cavendish Drive.

Choir. Choirmaste: : lvlrs. E. M. Garner, 31 Oxford Road

Cubs Leader ; Mr. I. Brough, 7 lVindsot Crescent.

Gir! Guides. Captain : Mrs, J. Clarke, 30 Cavendish Drive
Farish Magazine. Sec. : Mrs. E. Holmes, 10 Cavendish Diive
Mothers' IJnion. Sec. : Mrs N. E. Green, 60 Oxford Road.

Parochial Ch,rrch Council. Sec. : Mrs. M Harlo*', Fir Tree I-Iou:c,
Oxford Road.

Scorrts. Scout M:ster : NIr. C. McCartney, Norrh \\'ing' W1'thanr
Abbey, Oxon. G.S.M. : folr. A Smith, 4 Windsor Cre:cent

St. Nicholas' Feliowshio. Sec. : Miss E. rWarbunon. Cross Cottage'
OIC Marston

LOCAL
St. Nicholas' Art Gro:rp. Scc : Mr. P. Sheppard, 4 Raymund Road

Nlotment Association. Sec. : Mr. R. Bowen, 135 Oxford Road.

British [-egion. Marston & District Sec. : Mr. S. Gregory, 6 Hardings
Close, Littlemore.

Old Marston Players. Mrs. Yates, Boults Lodge, Boults Lare. Old
Marston.

Parish Council. Chairman : Nlr. Rumbold, 8 Beechey Avenue
Refugee Committee. Miss E. Warburton, Cross Cotrage, Els{icld Road

Teacher-Parent Association. St. Nicholas County Primary School,
Mr. D. G. Balsdon, 15 Cromwell Close.

Teacher-Parent Association. Old Marston SIM Sehool
Mr. F" Maund, 4 Ashlong Road.

Over 60's Club. Scc. : Mrs. J. Harley" Thc Orchard, Oxford Road.
Treas. : Mrs. !f 'fomlinson, 35 Oxford Road

Women's Institute. Mrs. L. Jennings, 8 Oxford Road.

USEFUL INFORMATION
District Nurses, 6 Broughton's Close, Old A.{arston, Tel. Oxford 44417

Infant Velfare Clinic : Thc Village Hall, Thursda,"-s 1-4 p m.

Library: I'he Village Hall, Old Marsron.
Adults Tuesday, 3 to 5 p,m. ; 5.30 to 7 30 p m

Thursday, 3 to 5 p.m.: 5.30 to 70 pm.
Friday, 3 to 6.30 p.m.

Childreu: Monday, 3 to 5.15 p.m. I Vlednesday, 3 to 5.15 p.m
Over 60's Club. St. Nicholas Church Hall, l{ondays at 2.45 p.m.
Registrar of Births, Marriages and Dcarhs : St. Nicholas' Church Hall,

Elslleld Road, Old Marsron T'hursdays 4 to 4.30 p.m.
Village HaI1. All Bookings to Mr. Iiarl, l12 Oxford Road, Old Marston.
St. Nicholas Church Ha1l. All Bookings to Miss O I, Lodge, The Flat,

15 A4iIl Lanc, Old lt{arston,



DI RECTORY
. $7e hope all readers will patronise the shops advertised in this Directorywhere excellent service is assured:

)Eaby, epairs :

Eaby. \,ir;;;.'ii,;i;""'""""'Tet" 6t423

on..........."...............TeI. 63846
Baby Linen and Ladies' Wear, Woo!, etc. :

North,5 Salford Road Old Marston........ ...TeI.41451
Butcher (High Class) :

V.. C. White (Marsron) Ltd.. ll Salford Rd., Old Marston . -f el. 43177
Chemist:

B. G" Oliver (Oxford) Lrd.. 1l Old Marston Rd., Marston .Te|.43824
Christian Book Centre :

57a St. Clement's Street, Oxford .............,..Tel.47567
CoaI Distributor !

^ . Dunlops, L.M.S. tWhart, O:aord .....Te|. 42421Dairy:
Job's-The Family Dairv-Pony Road- Ho:soath

Induslrial L.srare Corr l<r - 
.

Fish ani Poultry, Greengrocery ind Frozen Foods:
G, R. Porter', l9 Salford Road. Old Nlarston........... ..

Falne:al Director :
W" Reeves & Son. l0 Cambridge Terrace, St" Ehbe,s... ..Tel.42529

8_3 Bcrrley Road, Oxforcl ... .Tel. l2SZ9
Gemeral Household, Wallpaper and paint!, paraTn ana;.firrg Xol;;; ---"
Delivery Seivice :

_ Simpson, 7 Salford Road Old Marston
G:ccery Provisions and OId Marston post OEce :L. E. H. Hayle, Oxford Road, Old Marsron,...........
Etrairdressing :

Ladies' & Gent's :

S. T. Greenaway, 402 Marston Road, Oxforci.,.
Ladies' & Children's :

. Tel. 77341

..Tel. 42757

. .Tel. 42776

......TeI.49668

.... ..TeL. 48726

Tel. 48932

o
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G. C.-Gr.een, 13 Salford Road, Old Marston."....,,,,F,.=tcr. Sanitary Enginecr and Decorator:

llarwcod, Salford Stores, 15 Salford R.ad, Old Marston ., Tel. 43114
Printeri t1"f)liver & Sor (Oxlord) I"td.,7j Georg€ Sr.eet


