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ST. NICI-{OLAS CHURCH - OLD MARSTON
Vicar : Rev. Paul N. Rimmer, M.A., 11 Elsfield Road, Old Marston.

Tet. z 47034.

Parish Worker : Miss O. J. Lodge, The Flat, 15 Mill Lane, Old Marston.
Churchwardens : Dr. C. W. Carter, Eaglesfield, fack Straws Lane, Oxford.

Tel. : Oxford 41167.

Mr. B. G. Oiiver, 13 Jack Straw's Lane, Oxford.
Tel. : Oxford 47997.

Organist : Mrs. E. A. Garner, " Barn Gates," 31 Oxford Rd., Old Marston.
Tel. : 41888.

SERVICES:
Sundays : Holy Communjon 8.0 a.m.

Also on First Sunday of the month, 12 noon.
PARISH COMMUNION: 9.30 a.m. on 3rd Sunday of month.
Matins: 11 a.m.
Evensong : 6.30 p.m.

Saints' Days : Holy Communion - 7.15 a.m.

Holy Baptism : Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 3 p.m. unless
oiherwise announced. Notice must be given.

Holy Matrimony : Banns to be given in at the Vicarage.

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS AND MEETINGS: +

(As the covers are printed in advance you are advised to consult the
Notice Board in the Church Porch, in case of alteration of times).

Children's Instruction : Senior Catechism : Sundays 10 a.m. in Church Hall.
Kindergarten and Junior : Sundays 11 a.m. in Church Hall. ir
Nursery: Sundays 1I a.m. in the Village HaIl.

Mothers' [Jnion : Every fourth Vednesday of the month at 2.45 p"m. in the
Church Hall.

Men's Forum : As announced.
Youth Fellowship : First Sunday : Holy Communion and Breakfast'fhird Sunday : After Evensong"

Friday : 7.30 p.m. in Church Hall.
Brownies: W'ednesdays at 5.30 p.m. in Church Hall.
Gitl Guides : Tuesdays at 7.00 p.m" in Church Hall.
Cubs : Mondays at 6.15 p.m. in Church Hall.
Scouts : Thursdays at 7"15 p.m. in Church Hall.

CHURCH PARADE: Once each quarter.

\X/EEKDAY SERVICES :

Matins - 7. 15 a.m. (Daily except Saturdays)
Evensong 

- 
5.30 p.m. (Daily except Saturdays)

Holy 9ommunion - Vednesdays and Saints Days at 7.15 a.m. (in place
of Matins).

HoIy Commuqion 
- 

10.30 a.m. every second Friday in the month (with
Service of " Laying on of hands."),

THE COVER PICTURE depicts the Marston Chalice, reflecting on its
bowl the spires of the University, the factory chimneys' of Cowley, and
homes with T.V. Masts-all symbolic of the life of our parish. The design
is by Mr. Brian Cairns.



t\ry Dear Friends,
HARVEST THANKSGMNG: As you will see from the calendar

this will take place this year on &Iichaelmas Day, Sunday, Septernber 29th.
IThilst we should be grateful for fruit and flowers with which to decorate
the Church, we are asking for gifts of tinned and packed foodstuffs for
distribution to the needy.
MONTIItr Y COMMIJNION at lI a.m.

This is an advance notice to say that beginning on Sunday, October 6th,
and subsequently on every first Sunday of the month Holy Communion wiil
be celebrated at 11 a.m" with hymns and address.

There will still be the 8 a.m. H"C. Service and Matins rvill be said
earlier. whilst the noon H.C. Service will be discontinued.

The reason for this change is twofold :

1. To make the Eloly Cornmunion Service on the first Sunday a rnore
corporate act, raiher than something that is " tacked on " to Matins.

2. To acquaint our Senior Sunday School children with the H.C. Service
so that they become more familiar with it by the time they are ready to
be confirmed.

I'AR.ISH MEETING ON CITILDREN'S WOR.K:
Please read Miss Lodge's article later in the magazine on a special

rneeting for Parents and Parishioners on October 9th.
CHOIR BOYS:

rVe are in desperate need of choir boys, and would be glad to hear of
boys who are willing to serve the Church in this way. Any boys who wo'"rld
like to join the choir are asked to contact Mrs. Garner after any of the
services or at her horne, "Barn Gates," 31 Oxford Road, Oid A4arsion.
I,AR.ISEd FR.OGRAMMES :

These wili be available for distribution with the Octobei magazine,
which will also contain details bf the EVENSONG BIBLE SCHOOL to
be held in October.

Your sincere friend and Vicar,.

'o)n*.91^2=\J./
J@A

Sept. 1.
PAR.ISH CAI-ENDAR. FOR SEI'TEMEER.

I2th SUNDAY AFTER. TR.INITY
8 a.m. a:rd Noon. Holy Communion.
11.0 a.rn Matrns
6.30 p.m" Evensong.
Wednesda,v. 7.15 a"m. Holy Communion.
13th SUNDAY AFTER. TR.INITY
8.00 a.m- Hoiv Communion.
tl.0 a.m. Matins
3.00 p.m. Holy Baptism.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
$Tednesdey. 7.1 nion.
!1i!ay.__]Q!0 1. with ,,laying on of hands.,,
14th SUNDAY
8.00 a.m. Holy Comn:union.
9.30 a m. Famiiy Communion.
Senior Catechisr:n at 9.3C a.m. Family Cornmunion.
11"0 a.m. Matins.
Chiidren's in:t:uction resurned at ll ,.m.
6.30 p.m Evensong
Young People's Service and Chlrch parade.
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. 11.
,, 13.
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,, 18 Wednesday Ember Day' 7 15 a'm Ho'ly Com;nunion

., 21. SaturdaS
Fesrival ot St r\'latthew, Ap' Evang' and Martyr Ember Day'

7"15 a'rn. I{olY Communion'
.. 2). llrir St-\l)At'AFTER -I'RINI't\'

8.00 a'm Holv Comrn''lnion'
I l.[i a.ur Xlatins
3.00 P.m. I{oiY BaPtism'

8.00 a m. HolY Commurrior''
l'l .0 a.m. Marint.
Preacher : 'I'he--iev. John Cowdrey, Cha.llarn of Si Edmund's
Hall, Oxford
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
Preacher : Thc Rev. G. Gater. S S T'E'

PLEASE NOig. &leeting of Parochial Church Council :

-fUfiSiAY, lst October, at 7''15 p'm', in Church Hall'

I{OLY MATRIMONY
lulv 10. Martin .f anrc: \X'est and Ann Reyno dt-'

h;. i0. F"r". AL" Franklin and Sandra [ean T.ouise Frost'^^,: ii. A;ih""t william Plowtnan and ianet Kathleen Carter'

HOLY BAPTISM
Peter John CowdreY, 30 Oxford Road.
Tames Michael Havold,
ki- T"."t, Havord, 64 .\4ortimer Drive'
Richard Brian Havord,

Lane, Marston.
Lane.
98 Arlington Drive
Cxford Road.

July 23.
,, 28.

,, 28.
Aug. 18.

COLLECTIONS AND COMMUNTCANTS
! s. d" Communicentr
24ll 9 62Trinity VI

Trinity VII
Trinity VIII
Trinitv IX- Totai

2854 40
27 14 lr 36
16 slO 19

number of u'eek-daY communicants 34



fHE StGl\i SEPTtr}i{BEt{ 1963

Getting Rid of the Rubbish
Cori,te three years ago, on this very
Jpug., comrnenting on the porno-
graphic literature whicl-r is such a
feature of our times, we had this to
say: 'Spare a glance at some of the
posters advertising certain films. One
does not have to be a puritan to regard
these things as dirt. Look at any book-
stall. Have a look at certain of the
Sunday papers.' These spicy stories
labelled 'frank' have become as
familiar a part of our surroundings as
litter. They are iitter; but of a very
dangerous and pernicious kind.

What harm does this litter do ? It
does as much harrn as bacteria in
drinking water. It poisons tr,hat ought

to be pure. It offends, or ought to
offend, about every standard of good
taste that exists.

Decline in Standards

And then, after a comment on what
appeared to be one o[ the main causes

of this gadarene rush downhill towards
the sex mania which seems to affect so
much of our culture-the decline in
broad standards of right and wrong-
we added this: 'Nothing can be done
about this mass of printed dirt which
we've come almost to take for granted,
unless enough of us are prepared to
see it for what it is and to speak and
act accordingly 

)29

Rodio fimes



What has happened since? Has
anything been done? Has anybody
got angry about the steady seepage of
this kind of sewerage into the pubiic
consciousness? The answer would
appear to be, yes. Here and there, we
are happy to note, there have emerged
definite signs of a growing public dis-
taste for this sort of thing. Here and
there, we are proud to note, it has been
churches, acting in some c:lse: through
their clergy and church counciis, in
others through the personal rvitness of
their people in the public life of their
neighbourhood, who have taken a
lead. The results have been consider-
able and heartening in some places.
But the great thing is that the eflort
has been rnade. And perhaps the most
striking of all the efforts ha,s been that
made in a certain part of the north
country where it has been the youth
organizations ol the town who them-
selves have been active in this matter.

Of course, the evil is still with us.
Of course, the exploitation of sex is

To poEe 140

TI{E SIGN
No l^a shq n ted t o 

^confe 
ss t he fa i t lt

oI Lltrfil ciltcified

SEPTEMBER 1963 No. 705

s. 1

s.7
s.8
F. 13

s. 14

s. 15
M, t6
Tu. 17
Th. 19s. 2t
q, ,))

s. 29

M. 30

Twelfth after Trinity.
Giles, Ab., c. 720.
Evurtius, 8., c. 34)
Thirteenth after Trinity.
Nativity of the B.\'.M.
Cyprian, B.M., 258 (or Sep-

tember 26th).
Holy Cross Day
Fourteenth after Trinity.
Ninian, 8., c. 430.
Lambert, 8.M.,709.
Theodore, Abp., 690.
St. Matthew, A.E.M.
Fifteenth after Trinity.
St. Michael and Ail Angels.
Sixteenth after Trinity.
Jerome, P.D.,120.

Dal,s o.1 firtr,rf , or abstinence:
Fridays, 6, 13, 20,27;

EnrberDays,18,20,2l.

.AS WE FORG!VE'
'As we forgire , , .' How many limes we say
The vords our Father taught us, when v,e prcy.
'As we forgive . . .' so often :aid, and .yet
How often y,e, reluctatt to forget,
Dwell on past wroilgs, thougll saying we forgive,
And carry gruCges, long as we shall live.

Not so our Lord, who sorron-edfor lis foes,
And, dying on the Cross, pleaded fcr those
Who nailed him there, wlto spat, ancl ntocli.e,l hi'n roo,
'Fcither, forgite, they knotv not what they do.'
Or Stephen, vltom metr stoned, love still witliirt
His heart, as he asked pardon for their sin.
How generous such lote, v,hich, near the grave,
,9till, in compassion, iilterccdes to save.

May we,for whoni Christ d:ed, kneel dovrn each clay,
Forgivirtg and foryettitlg, wlten we pray. 

Lucy Bredin
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How

Birmingham
is fraining
Priests

by

David Skinner

A NYoNE wanting to see a good
I Iexample of a typical English indus-
trial down-town parish could hardly
do better than visit St. Peter's, Spring
Hill, Birn.ringham. Spring Hill is a
misnoner, for the parish is grey and
crowded, dark and grimy, and few
birds sing. lt is a parish at the heart of
industrial England, and from its serried
streets earJy stream many o[ the men
and women who feed the city's in-
dustries"

Typical of any down-town parish?
Yes, but in one respect at least St.
Peter's, Spring Hill, is unique. It
provides a centre in which men who
are hoping to be priests in the Church
of England are being trained for their
work in a particular way. The rran
behind the scheme is the Vicar of St.
Peter's, the Rev. A. R. Gordon. St.
Peter's is a large Edwardian church.
Nearby is an equally large vicarage,
and it is from this vicarage that men
are being prepared to make the Cospel
relevant and real to Britain's industrial
society.

This year Ronald Gordon has
twelve young men under his care. All

are ordinands, and most are at urlive r-
sities or colleges, or preparilg to go to
them. Eiglrt of the men live in the
vicarage, anci fout'of thenr are in digs
in the parish. All o1' them have
tcn"Iporary jobs in B.irmingham. and
pay for their board and keop out o[
their earnings.

13r

Priest. ond Priest to be



Practical Experience

Why do they go to Spring Hill, and
why do they do this sort of rvork?
Largely because they are all men who
are concerned at the gap between the
experience of industrial lile of n-rost

ordinands and the daiiy life of most
of those, in an industrial parish, whorn
they will one day be serving as priests.
It is a matter, largely, of 'learning how
the other half lives.' To minister to
people, Ronald Gordon believes, You
must not only have sYmPathY lvith
their needs and Problems, but a real
understanding of what those needs and
problenls are. The best rvaY for a

young ordinand to learn, he thinks, is
to share in them by 'becoming part of
industry' and gaining practical experi-
ence of its character.

What They Do

Ronald Gordon tool< his first ordin-
and into St. Peter's, Spring Hill, in
1959. This was the same Year that he
took over the parish, after three years

as a curate in Stepney and four as

chaplain at Cuddesdon Theological
College. In 1960 he took six more; in
1961 nine new nlen joined him, and in
1962 ten more came; at Present there
are twelve men living at Spring Hill.
Some come from universities, some
straight from National Service, sorne
from jobs, and some straight from
school. National Service helped rrany
young ordinands to lviden thcir
experience, to mature, to meet people
and situations outside their own
educational and social backgronnd-
Now that National Service has ended,

Ronald Gordon believes that the con-
tacts and experience which the men
gain in Birnringham are even more
important. In tnany cases a man goes

as a deacon to an industrial Parish
with only the experience of school,
university, and theological collcge
behind l-rim. Those who have shared,
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iri most cases for a year, in the indus'
trial con.rmunity of Spring Hill, will be
that much closer to the life of their
parishes when theY get there'

But rvhat do thcse men actually r/o

in Birmingham? First, tliey must earz
a living-something the majority of
ordinands have never done before they
join their first parish. Most of the
Spring Hill men work as skilled or
semi-skilled hands in local Birming-
ham factories. One has a job as a

hospital orderly, and another as a
clerk in an employment exchange.

Secondly, they do a certain amount
of parish work. But the Vjcar of St.
Peter's insists that this must be on a

very limited scale, since the men's first
duty must be to do a full week's work
outside parish church life. One night
a week helping at a local Youth club,
for example, is as much Parish work
as a man will be asked to do.

Thirdly, the n-ren are expected to
study. Son-re make a start on learning
Greek. Some prepare for 'A' level
examinations. Most confine them-
selves to general reading, especially of
books about the work of the Church
in an industrial society. Talks from
visiting speakers provide stimulus from
time to time, and attendance at extra'
mural lectures at Birmingham Univer-
sity is encouraged.

Fourthly, the men are expected to
live a community life. In Ronald
Goidon's words, 'TheY PraY, discuss,
have rccreation together both as mem-
bers of a community of ordinands (and

men considering ordination) 4rlrl as

members of a parish.' It is significant
that at the annual retreat this year the
ordinands did not go away bY them-
selves, but shared a retreat with other
parislfoners.

Why They Come

What brings these men to SPring
Hill and Ronald Gordon? About this,

To poge 142



Questiom
Fage
Evolution Again

I hav whor
is mean Gocl.'Is not man'sgruclual ?

. Evolution ol all li.rirrg tirirrgs must
havc proceeded by stages. Nd dotLbt
at one tirne conditions were such thai

caused it to outnumber all others in a
ief space of time. A
can reproduce itself,
fi-om one which cau-

not, is lundamentally different. One is
alive, the other is not. There woulcl

Lady Readers
Could you pleo.se tell me if there are

vomen Lay Retrclers in the Clnrch of
England ?

The feminine ecluivalent of the
Licensed Ltiy Rearder in the Church ol
England is the Licensed Lldy Wor.ker.
While, however, Lay Readers are pal.t-

tirne wolkers and receive no remunera-
tion, Licensed Wornen Workers are

try in the Church, which has an ofllco
at._-9- Tufton Street, Westminster,
S.W.l . 428e

Churchwardens
lYhat are the duties of a church-

warden ?

The duties of a churchwarden are
briefly to attend to the material needi
ofthe.congregation in church, to keep
order il need be, to see that the build'-
ing is. kept in good repair, and fre-
quently to act as treasurer of the
parochial church council. We can
recommend A Handbook Jbr Church-Tvardens and Parochial C'hurch Coun-
cillors- _by Kenneth Macmorran (6s.,
pc.st 6d). 4290

Telling the Tinre
What is a mass dial, and what vas

its functi<tri?
A mass drrrl is a mediaeval sundial

cnt in the stone above a chuich porch,
or on the south wall of the church
itself. Its function, in the days before
clocks and watches, was to indicate the
time when the service would begin.

Fish or 
--?

reg,rrdlesli ol cost.

lVhett ya.t th? custon of eating t'ish
rtn tluyt tl obstiltL'nc? instittttL'.t? jVlten
ftsh is expcnsive, would it not be better
lo ltaye the cheapcst meal w,e can?

-Thc crrstonr ol eating fish on davs
of abstinent:c ar.rse in the Middlc

4291

4292
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The voiee of the proPhets
by Williant Neil

9 HAGGAT AND zEcHARIAH: BUILDERS FoR GoD

CECoND Isaiah had had high hoPes of
Jwhat rrould happcn uhen his fellow
countrymen rvere offered the oppor-
tunity to return ftom exile to Jeru-
salem. His imagery cc)nveys vividly his
sense that this would be an event as

dramatic and impressive as the Exodus
under Moses-a niraculons highrvay
opening up across the desert, super-
natural provision for the returning
exiles on their journey, the ingathering
of scattered Israelites from every land,
and a glorious resettlement of the Holy
City as the living witness to the poiver
of God, as the light of the rvorld and
the repository of divine truth.

In the event nothing like that haP-
pcned. Many Jews preferred to staY

in Babylon rvhere they had more com-
fort and securitl'rather than to embark
upon the long ar-rd arduous task of
rebuilding their ancient city. Those
who did return to Jerusalem were hard
put to it to eke out sonre kind of living
in a devastated Iand and were not
helped by the antagonism of surround-
ing peoples to the resurgence of Israel
as a nation.

The Empty Shrine

It was not until seventeen years aftet'
the Jews had been given permission to
go back to Palestine that a start was
made to repair and reconstruct the
Ten-rple. This was largely due to the
enthusiasm of two of the lesser known
orophets-Haggai and Zechariah.
Their preaching is to be found among
the collection of 'minor' prophets at
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the end of the Old Testament. TheY
do not inspire us with the depth of
their insights like Isaiah, Jeremiah and
Ezekiel, but impress us rather as men
who saw that if the new comtnunitY
was to come into being religion must
be at the heart of it and nten must be
prepared to put God's work before
their own convenience.

As we read the little book of Flaggai
$e can sense the passionate conviclion
of the prophet that Jerusalem was an
empty shell without its Terrple. No
people that claimed to be God's
specially chosen instrument to make
his name klown among the nations
could possibly pretend to be so vtithout
the outward fabric of religion. A
ruined national shrine, however much
Israel protested her allegiance to God,
was a standing reproach and a national
scandal. Let us think of ourselves in
a similar situation, claiming to be a
Christian country but unprepared to
repair a tumbledown St. Paul's or
Westminster Abbey.

Skyscrapers or Sanctuaries?

In a whirlwind campaign of three
rveeks Haggai made such an im-
pression on politicians, ecclesiastics
and ordinary folk that they set to
u,ith a will. A n-ronth later, and yet a

thild tirne, he had to stir up their
flagging interest, but once the work
was properly started it went on apace
and in four years the u'ork of rebuild-
ing was complete.

We cannot rank Haggai anrong the



greatest of the Prophets. He was

ioncerned with the stone and lime that
provide the framework for Public
worship morc than rvith the inward
attitude of worship itself' History tells
us that true religion can exist and has

existed for a time at anY ;.ate in the

homes of the PeoPle or, indeed, wher-

ever two or three are gathered together

on a hillside or in a barn. Bttt he u'as

surely right in asserting that when men

are more concerned abolrt their own

material comfort than in building
nity's
ofa
f the
Salis-

bury, Norwich and Durham, as in our
own daY it has been triumPhantlY
maintained in Liverpool, Guildford
and CoventrY.

Zechariah was a more comPlex
character than Haggai even if we

accept the view of nrost scholars that
chs. 9-14 of his book, among the most

obscure chapters in the Old Testament'

come from a later ccntury than his'
The author of the first eight chapters

was contemporarY with Haggai and

shared his iot ".rt 
that the TemPle

should be rebuilt. For two Years he

used his influence alongside Haggai to
get the work well under waY' But
*h"rea. Haggai had sPoken of the

effect a restored centre of worshiP

would have on the well-being of the

oeoole. Zcchariah rhinks morc ln
i"..r of the Temple as the vetitable
dwelling-Place of God. Without it
God's plan for the conversion of the

rvorld would be frustt'ated.

The Temple and the Church

We may think that tl'ris is prophetic
hallucination rather than inspired in-
sight. But is it? Is the -femPle at

JJrusalern not, in fact, the cradle of our'

iaith and the birthplace of the Church?
It was here, clespite tlivial ceremonial

ancl the unlovely features of animal

sacrifice, that the Old Testament con-

cepts of worship and personal piety

were nurtured. Here the psalms were

sung in their proper setting, the Law

of God was held in honour. sins wcre

confessed and absolved and the devo-

tion of manY centuries was offered'
Here our Lord was dedicated as a

child and to this same TemPle he

returned time and time again as to tire
place of God's appointing, the ancient

ihrine of his PeoPle. It was to the

Temple that after his Resurrection and

Ascensior-r the first Christians turned
as the fitting place for their thanks-
giving, and in all likelihood it was in
Ih","io." sacred courts that the Holy
Spirit came upon them. at Pentecost

and sent them out to win the nations

for Christ. In the providence of God
Haggai and Zechariah rvere building
something bigger than theY knew'

FROM THE BOOK OF HAGGAI

s You have looked for much, and, lo, it came to little; and rvhen

you brought it hon-re, I blew it away' Why? says the Lono of hosts'

Becauseofmyhousethatliesinruins,whileyoubusyyourselves
ro each with his cwn house. Therefore the heavens above yort have

withheld the delv, and the earth has withheld its produce'
Hoggoi I
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H OW IT HAPPE N ED

9

D ur if the foot of rhc Mount of Cod,
lhhat silent deserr place, were in
itself terrifying, there was also another
reason why the people whom Moses
was leading found themselves at this
time oppressed in spirit. This was the
first pause in their great march onwards
across the wil<ier.ness. This was the
first time that the tension of events,
the ever-present dangers of their desert
journey-all.those things which had
held them together with a serse of
common dangers shared and a common
purpose-was slackened.

Moses hintself seemed overcome
by a strange tension, a sense of inner
expectancy. The people looked at him
askance, fearing him, .,vondering what
had come over him. For hours he
would stand at the door of his tent
looking upwards at the mountain. He
was a very dift-erent man now from the
one who had been their leader in
Egypt. But now he was back in the
place where he had first encountered.
God, and he was filled tvith a sombre
sense of how momentous this second
meeting was to be.

And this time, too, he had the
responsib
him. As
tion, at t
him and
was this: 'Ye have seen rvhat I did unto
the Egyptians, and how I bare vou on
eagles' wings and brought yo, r',nto
myself. Now, therefore, if you will
obey my voice indeed. and leep my
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar
treasure unto me tiom among all
peoples: for all the earth is mine: and
136

THE
PI LLAR
OF
FI RE

The story of Moses
retold by John Lastingham

ye shall be unto me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation. These are
the words which thou shalt speak unto
the Children of lsrael.'

It was a high and solemn command;
a prornise of an eternal agreement
between his people and God. So
solemn was it, indeed, that when Moses
looked from the r.nountain whence it
seemed God had spoken to him, down
towards the Iittle straggle of tents and
the poverty-stricken people scattered
about-the people who but a little
while before had been slave labourers
in an alien land-he could not but
marvel at the lowliness of the instru-
ments which God had chosen for his
purposes. Then he shook himself out
of his reverie, and went, and spoke
with authority to the people wl-ro
gathered apprehensively around them.
He warned thern that the mountain
was sacred, that they were not to go
near it, and that great events \ryere
close upon then all. Apprehensive and
silent, the women gathering their child-
ren close about them, they went to
their tents.

Covenant

Night time in the desert at the foot
of the Mount of God was especially



terrifying. The volcanic flrcs in the
crater far at the summit ol the ntoun-
tain cast a glow up the base of the
cohrntn of smoke which arose from it,
and this glow in its turn lit up with
weird effect the pinnacles of rock
below. It was during this time, when
the people thus camped below, that
Moses communicated to them the
terms of the covenant which God had
laid before him-that covenant which
said that if they would obey God,s

voice then they should be a chosen
people, a kingdom of priests, a holy
nation. It was a formidable relation-
ship which was thus offered, and long
the people debated i t. At last, the
debate concluded, they nade reply
through their elders to Moses saying,
'All that the Lord hath spoken we uritl
do.' Shortly afterwards God told
Moses that he would come to hirn in
thick cloud, and that the people would
hear when he spoke to him. That

Writing of the time of Moses British lVuseun
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promise was fulfilled in the course of
a frightening night very shortly after-
wards,

To those cowering below in the
camp it seemed that the mouttain
sprang into volcanic activity. High
above, under the stars, up towards the
colunrn of smoke, there were run';blings
and crashings and grindings as of rocks
working themselves together. Hot ash
fell into the carrip. The fire which had
glowed up above now glared uPon the
base of the clouds. And out of the
chaotic jumble of sound it seemed that
a trumpet sounded, louder and louder.
Far below, the people cowered in their
tents while their sheep, penned nearby,
set up a terrifled baaing. It frightened
the people still more to know that
their leader, Moses, was somewhere
up there in the mountain, alone with
God.

Ten Commandments

He returned with the dawn, with all
the marks upon his face as of one
who had been through a tremendous
experience. And a few days later he

was drawn again to the mountain, and
vanished into its vastnesses. Once

again the voicano seemed stilred into
activity, even more violentiY than
beforc Sotrrer"'hcre in lhe thick dark-
ncss at the top of the utottlltain where
the smoke was, God gave to Moses his
iaws to take dowu to the PeoPle'
Those laq's have echoeci down the
ages since. Tl-rey hai'e been elaborated
since. Btrt in thcir simple lbrm as first
thc)'were delivered they n-ray well have
been rhlts:
'Ihou shalt not worship any other god

but nle.
Th\\u shalt not nrake a graven imag.'.

Thon shait not take the nanre of Cod
ln varn.

Thou shalt not break the Sabbath.

Thou shalt not dishonour thy parents.

Thou shalt not murder.

Thcu shalt not commit adulterY.

Thou shait not steal.

Thou shalt not commit Perjury.
Thou shalt not covet.

Thus for a long time Moses cotn-
muned with God uPon the mountain.
He was not to know that trouble was

brewing dorvn below in the camP.
To be coatinued

Quo Vadis ?-a story of ancient Rome



Have y&ffi

rgadr.'P
By Canon H. G. G. Herklots

-T-HERF has been much talk recently
I about the place ol the Old Testa-

ment in Christian worship. Many are
disturbed by the continued recollection
of far-off events, the actors in which
display a morality which is at the best
sub-Christian. What we necd, it seems

to me, is an understanding of the Old
Testament itself and of its'relationship
to the New. Both are best r-rnderstood
as the Holy Scriptures of the Old and
New Covenant.

Books about the Bible

It is a weakness of much traditional
Bible teaching that Old and New
TestameDt are treated separately, so
that many students hardlY see the
connection between the two. It is a

sirength of Teachittg rhe Bible To-day,

by N{r Clif}brd .Iones o[ the Univer-
sity ot- Lecds Education f)epartment
(S.C.M. Press, 12s. 6d.), that the books
of the Bible are considereci together in
successive themes. This is a fairly stiff
book. To work tl..rough jt. ibllowing
rup allthe Biblical references, would be

a liberal education. It is a book for
teachers and for many otllers-'not a

book about method, ain-red at iurprov-
ing the teacher's technical skill, but a

book abont ttre Bibte atlc", to a iesser
degree about communic:ltiL)n It aims
primarili, at imparting a knoli ledge

and an undersianding of the living
message of the Bible.' Ald rirat is

rvhat we need.
How Came Our Faitlr, b1' \\I" A. L.

Elmslie, now available in the Fontana
series for 9s. 6d., is a book helpful to
anyone who wishes to understand the
hisLory behind the Otd Testament,
how its books were wriIten and
assembled, and how they hai e been

inlerpreted by the Chnrch. Dr.
Eln-rslie does not approve ol allegorical
interpretatiorl. 'Cod did not treat
Israel as a sort of picture-gallery, in
which to hang up fronr i ime Io time



futurist sketches of the life of Jesus, so
mistily painted that their subject would
remain hopelessly obscure until Chr-ist
had come.' Yet the New Tesiament i s
written in terms of the Old; and
quotations from the earlier Scriptures
surround the life of Jesus fron-r birth
to death and resllrrection,

Prophets and People

Penguin Books have done well to
make available at 3s. 6d. The Old
'Teslamenl Prophets by Canon E. W.
Heaton. Heie is an admirably fresh
interpretation. The prophets are not
treated as if they are the only figures
in the Old Testalnent in whom a
Christian can rightly be interested.
They are reiated to the life of the
nation as a whole. Thus welearn how
'Amos fulfils the moral nature of
Israel's vocation'; how Hosea affirms
the personal, Isaiah the transcendent,
Jeremiah the inward and Second Isaiah
the ultimate nature of Israel's voca-
tion. fhus we are not thinking of the
propl-rets only, but of the people with
whom they were inescapably related.

Three books which help us to under-
stand the Bible as a whole:

Teaching the llible To-day by Clifford
f,{. Jones (S.C.M. Press, 12.r, 6rl.).

Hoy, Come Our I'ctitlL by W A. L.
Elmslie (Collins: Fontana Library,
9s. 6d.).

The Okl Testoment Prophets by Fl. W"
tleaton (Penguin Books ,3s. 6tl.).

GETTING RID OF THE R.UBBISH
(from poge I 3O)

still good business arld js still going on.
Of course, thcle is still a neecl for
vigiiance and for the u illirrgncss, in so
good a cause, on the part of those u,ho
oppose snch exploitaticn, to be called
puritan and narrolv-n.rinded. But cer-
tainly it is heartening to know that
the;-e are sonre now wiro, in the name
oi thc Church. are making this cause
their own. For in this, as in othcr
fieJds, right will in the end prevarJ. It
rray well be tl.rat, in lime to come, the
Lrnrestricted pornography of orLi day
r'r,ilI seem as extraordinnry as the open
drarns of ttre Middle Ages do to us.

StcNrr

....-



HOME AND GARDEN

My Garden
in $eptemher
BY \M. E. SHEWELL.COOPER

CEPTEMtsFR is the third most impor-
)tant sowing month ol' the year, I
always think. Fortunately there is
plenty of ground available where other
crops have been harvested. One is
Iikely to get better results in the south
than in the north from such sowings,
but it very much depends rvhere one
lives in the northl However, try sow-
ing an onion Iike Unwin's Reliance or
Giant Zittav They are both quite
harciy, and will live through the
winter, and good keeping bulbs will
be produced. It will help to warm the
soil if a forking over is given, adding
at the same time a bucketful of sedge
peat per square yard. This is invalu-
able because of its high humus content.
Then give a fish fertilizer with a 7 per

cent potash content at 3 oz, to the
square yard.

Ready for Sowing

Tread the ground rvcll aftent'ards,
wearing your heavicst boots. This will
firm the surface-and alter a iight
raking, a fine tilth wilJ be produced.
It is a good plan to aeld sorne old
weathered sooi at t\\'o harldfuls to the
square yard. Nor.v the gro,-rnd is ready
ibr sorving" Drar.v out the drjlls 12 in.
apart and I in" deeP onl-v-. Sow the
seeds a littlc bit thicker than usr.tal and
rake lightly to cover them. Lrse the
rake head to firm over the line, and
this is quite importaot. Alter this there
is nothir-rg more to do, other than to
keep the rows free lrom rveeds until
thc winter sets in.

Feas

Have you tried making sonings of
peas in September'? They ar-e olten
vely successfr:I. Choose a variety like
lvleteor, whicir is only 18 jn. high-
and, incidentally, i-s grand for the

north. Lartou SLrperb is another good
variety, lvhLch bears qr.Lite large pods,

and crops heavier on the u'hole than

I TOO ONCE HATED

EECT. Tr.louqH\OU HAVE

\our ANDTOSA\E\OU

THEN THEY PARTED.
CHITO, ON REACHING
HOME, WAS ARR.E5TED
BY THE PR,AETOR]AN
quA-e!s. HE \,vAS
C,HARGED WITH
IN3UL:lNq CAE3A.F.,
REIU5ING-IO RTTR.ACT

V/HAT HE l-]AD SAID r

HE WAS TORTURED)
AND CRUCIFIED, STILL
coNFEssrNg cHtuST,
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Mcteor. Treirt
the seeds beforc
sowing with an
olgan o -tncrcury
dust" This you
can obtain
lr-ont any good
chenr is t.'fhe c!rills
shouJd be no
deeper tJran 2 in
and, in fact, il
the soil is realll,
heavy, 1] in. is
a;rpJe, Space the
seeds out in these
at 3 in. apart. and
cover thent in
.rilr, with a little
sifted peat. This
helps then-r to
loot. Give a rak-
ing to level ancl
cover them rvitl-r
soil. Stake the
seedlings as soon
as they are
throirgh- this
u,illgive the
necded support
as the), start to
grow, and keeps
them of[ the
ground.

lrene Stteyyell-Cooper oCmires tie delphiduns



Vegetable Recipe: Curriecl Cauiiflot,er

Irene R, Shewell_Cocper

SUNDRY TIMES,
SUNDRY PLACES

A new book bj the
Bishop of Coaentrj

Order frorn

MOWBRAYS
28 MARGARET STI{[ET,

LONDON, W.I
enclosing a postal order for 6s, 6d.

dren grows fron their trust in
isdom aDd judgement. Wiie
entrusted their money to ay where it is srcure_arrd so

Write for a free booklet telling you all about

UL(DVDS
the building society of clist ittction
LLOYDS PERMANENT BUILDING SoCIET
2t Pall Mall, London, S.W.t

TRUST



Biblcs tj
Prayer Books

We can supply Bibles to meet
every need, at prices whicl.r
range from 5s. to f,50. If
necessa prayer
Books ,by post

MO WBRAY S
28 Margaret Street, London

Help to end a broken life
wer thrc^e or more appeals for help. The chilLlren

; 13 J,i ffi :,%y;,'f, 3i t,X i",tl; ;$:I fl'; l,B.
r*,herher ''"'t "u*,i;",,h, children or sDasrics ordiabcrics. 

"pp.ri. 
w"istl'vo, io"iniri., orrc

oY scnorn the Children's Societv.

t6;/n4,",4* 90?/24
Church o! Eryland Childreis Society,l OId Toun Hall, Renningtot, Lorulor, S E)"\

TT{E GUILD OF AI,L SOULS
I-tte Gui.ld ofAll Souls is an ioterc-essor) guild ofpraycr whose menrbers pray lorthe repose of the souls of rhe fairhtul dci.itea. tr iiai-ltLrn,Lealn-i sz: as a sr)cierv

wilhin the Church ofEngland. -

lfyou ate intereste.l it! the torlc of the guilcl, plcdse ||rite to:
The Rev" the Secretary, The Guild of AII Souls

39 \/ictoria Street. London. S.W.1

lforne &Training
Girls at our Eshel House
home are trained as far as
possible in professions of
their cl1oice. Costs of
evetythin g continually in-
crease; will you help us

balance our budget ?

'ATROX 
H.M THI OUTlN

164 SHAT"TESBURY AVENI.IE
LONDON, W.C.2

Adoertivmeats for IHE SIGN should be sent to E*rsle 9 pubticationt Ltd,
33-34 Craz,en Street, Stand, London, ly-,C,2

RY HOITIES &

Please sencl a dondlion lo the
Gen. Sec.: Mn F. A. Thorp



I am sure all the workers on " Operation Churchyard " would wish
recorded thar rhe success of this venture was due to ihe derermination
the People's !flarden and the energetic leadership of our Vicar.

J.c.
OLD MARSTON SCOUT TROOP
_ As Scourmaster, I would_ like ro congratulate Tony Ballsdon, MarrinBolton,.John Guest and Alan Mierczarek o-n their investiiure i"to ti.,. Siout
Brotherhood.

C.Mc.C.
WAIIING LIST FOR BROWNIES AND GUIDESIr i is so, but the BrownCaprain uld warn their childrewaiting along to Brownies of
not disa thai they cannor be
iately.

. .It is. a goo see that their names are placed on rhewaiting list anC a vacancyr rhen rhey *itt'Ui iota. fiiinames and add Owl and'Guide Ca[tain may be found
ar the back of
CHILDREN'S INSTRUCIION

There will no..,v be a Senior and Junior Catechism, ro carer for rhosewho will be coming up from the Junioi Insrruction group.
HARVEST THANKSGIVING

rhis will be on Sundav, 29rh
ir gifts to the ll a.m. i\{ar:in:
hese could take the form of

:l'*:fi [::,1.' l.i.','# l'::,,::
Arrangemenrs will be made for the Nursery children in the Vilrase Hallto come to church on that day at ll a.m. and ieceive their instrucriorilf-ter-

wards in the Church Flall.
o'l'r'

OCKENDEN VENTURE
a in aid of rhefo tember t4rtr,

,a
e. 's Clorhes in
ter

ir
of



take care this child be
Do we really CARE ?

are not oniy the future

Y the Font and the Chancei
il the co-operation rhat is
School and the Church, if
ithful soldiers afld servants
loyal worshiPPing members

All invited and especiaily Daients.'

member 1, Da-y .School Teac.hers, ,and
I-eaders we do hooe rhey wlII make a

special point of ioining us.

. On the 9th over the Past two. years)

wi[ bb on view, our inslructlon wlth the

wtrrshiriping'ff,i L.
NOTIGE - OYER 60's CI-UB

Mot i"S and Bring and Buj Sale, Saturday, 19th October in
the Church Hall' 10.0 a.m.

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA
Seotember 1. Mrs. n.
Se'otember 8. Mrs.
September 15. Mrs.
September 22. Mrs.
S.pt"mber 29. Mrs. Harvest Thanksgiving.



CHURCH E TOCAL CIUBS, SOCIETIES, ETC
CHURCH.

Bell Ringers. Sec. : Mr. A Gammon, 50 Oxforci Road.

trlible Reading Fellowship. Sec. : Mrs. A. Anderson, 6 Haynes Road.

Brcr,rnies : Broll,n Orvl : -NIrs. Doman, 26 Cavendish Drive.
Choir. Choirmaster: N{rs. E. M. Garner, 31 Oxford Road.

Ctrbs. Leader: Mr. E. Morse, 51 Portland Rcl., Summertown, C)xford-

Girl Guides. Mrs. Clarke, 30 Cavendish Drive.
Parish Magazine. Sec. : Mrs. E. Holmes, 10 Cavendish Drive.
Men's Forum. Sec. : Mr. H" Starmer-Smith, 15 Rippington Drive.
Mothers' IJuion. Sec. : Mrs. N. E. Green, 60 Oxford Road
Parochial Church Council. Sec. : Mrs. M. Harlow, Fir Tree House.

Oxford Road
Scouts. G S.M. : Mr. A. Smith, " Riseley," 4 Windsor Crescent.
Women's Fellowship. Mrs. P. N. Rimmer, The Vicarage"
Youth Fellowship. Scc. : Miss M Cozie:, 15 Brookfield Crescenr

I-OCAL.
Allotment Association. Sec. : Mr. R. Borver, 135 Oxfold Roed.
British Legion. Marston & District Sec. : Mr. S" Gregory, 6 Hardings

Close, Littlemore.
Cricket CIub. Sec. : Mr. J. Clements, 8 Lewell Avenue
Old Marston Players. Mrs. Yates, Boults Lodge, Bo:rlrs Lane. Cld

Marston
Parish Counci!. Chairman : Mr. Runtbold, 8 Beecirey Avenue
Refugee Committee. A,liss E" Warburton, Cross Cottage, Elsfie)il Ro:rJ
Teacher-Parent Association. St. Nicholas County Primar_v rlci-,ool.

Mr. D. G. Balsdon, 15 Cromwell Close.
Teacher-Parent Association. Old Marston S/M School.

Mr. F. Maund, 4 Ashlong Road.
Over 6C's Club. Sec.: Mrs. J. Harley, The Orchard, Oxfo:d Ro:.1

Treas. : Mrs. V/" Tonrlinson. 33 Oxfoid Road
Women's Institute. Mrs. L" Jennings, 8 Oxford Rord.

USEFUL INFORMATION
District Nurses, 6 Broughton's Close. Old Marsron. Tel. Oxford 44417
Infant \X/elfare Clinic : 'fhe Village Hall, Thursdays 2-4 p m
Library : The Village Hall, Old l..4arston.

Adults Tuesday, 3 to 5 p"m. ; 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.
Thursday, 3 to 5 p.m. : 5.30 to 7.0 p.m.
Fnday, 3 ro 6.30 p.m.

Children: Monday, 3 to 5.15 p.m.; \Tednesciay, 3 to 5.15 p.m.
Over 60's Club. St. Nicholas Church Ha1l, Mondays at 2.45 p.m.
Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths : 22 Oxfoid Road, Tirursdays

4-4.30 p.m.
Village Hall. Al1 Bookings to Mr. Earl, 112 Oxford Road. Old Marston.
St. Nicholas Church Hall. All Bool<ings ro Mi:s O. I. Lodge, The FIat.

15 N,lill Lane, Old Marsro-r.



DITTECTORY
_ Ve hope all readers will patronise the shops advertised in this Directory

where excellent service is assured:
b s:
B ;; iir;i;""" ""'ret' 61423

.Tel. 63846
B

Butcher (High crass): 
""TeI' 41451

V. C. Whire (Marsron) Ltd., L7 Salford Rd., OId Marston . Tel. $l7i
Chemis.:

B. G. Oliver (Oxford) Ltd.. f l Old Marston Rd., Marston, ..Tel, 43824
Christian Book Centre :

57a St. Clement's Street, Oxford .................TeL.47567 :

Coal Distributor :
Dunlops, L.M.S. Whart, Odord ..... Tel. 42421 .

Dairy: :

83 Botley Road, Oxford ..Tel, 42529 Fa

General Househotrd, Wallpaper and Paints, paraffin and ,, King KoIe,, ,r,
Delivery Service : E'

Tyrers, 7 Salford Road, Old Marston........ ...Tel. 42776 $
Grocery Provisions and Old Marston Post Office I A'

L. E. Road Old Marston............,........Te1. 49668 E
Hairdressi - -' - --- 

f;
Ladie

Ladie 402 Marston Road, Oxford............Tel. 4g726 E

Sa Marsron.........Tel. 41632 6,Micha L6 urrston........ .ii1'. ejeal EFrardware De ^ "' """: EoL. C. ell ..Tet. 61668 E
ro4an'c \In. P

Percy's, 1l Salford Road, OId Marston.......1.....:........:....Tel.432i2
Newsagents, tioners and Stationers :Baxters Marston Road Oxford.........Tel.4ZL23

and
G. C. Green, 13 Salford Road, Old Marston........ .............Te1. 4g932

?iurnber, Sanitary Engineer & Decorator :
A. J. Valton, A.M.Inst.B.E,, 1 Beechey Ave., Old Marston...Tel. 47107

s or Service:
Road, Old Marston...............TeI. 88313
Journeys) :*lt 

_Titl1 ::::::i:l ::F", 0,,n,
Harwood. Salford Stores, 15 Salford Road, Old Marston.... Tel. 43174

Prinred by Oljver & Son (Oxford) Ltd.,73 George Street.


