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MARSTON NEWS
The News-Letter of St. Nicholas Church, Marston, Oxford

A MESSAGE FROM THE VICAR-DESIGNATE

Dear People of NIarston,

Mv wife and I are greatly Iooking forward to coming to live amongst you

in the-near future. I have heard so much already aboul lOur parlsh and y_our

beautiful church that I count it a great privilege to have bec'n callecl to
minister to you.

Do come along 10 the Service of Insti'Ltttion by the Bishop of Oxford at
7.30 p.m. on Octo"ber 31st if you.can: yol-lr p.resence will be a great source

of en'couragement to me. Ma!'I invite'you to pray for me as I take up the

work as your Vicar.

My wife joins me in sending you our very good wishes' May God bless

you and your homes.
Your sincere friend,

Lesrte WR.tcHr.

Thought lor the Month: Seek ye first the Kingdom of G^od,-and.His
righteouiness; and all these thingi will be added unto you (St. Mntthew,
ch.6, v.33).

Congratulations 1o se\eral young people in the parish Jrr gaining their
Ceneral Certificate of Educaiion. or al "/\" level'



camps. At a Girls' Pathfinder Camp held for a fortnight during August,
two girls from St. Nicholas Church, Marston, were privileged to attend. It
was their first visit to Torquay, and how thoroughly they enjoyed every
moment of it-from the second they woke up in a dormitory with ten other
girls to the time they returned to bed, but not always to sleep, because no
camp wouid be complete without its midnight feasts and apple-pie beds!

The girls had a little orderly duty to perform some days, such as washing
up, peeling potatoes, and helping generally; but after this they wete free to
visit many places of interest around Torquay-Paignton Zoo, Brixham Har-
bour, Dartmouth, Babbacombe, Anstey's Cove, to name only a few places.

At the close of each day we had evening prayers, when several girls
yielded their lives to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.

Perhaps another year many more young people-boys as well as girls-
will go atong to a Pathlinder Camp. lf you do, you will never forget it, not
even the holly in the bed ! - M.S.L.

The Scouts. The Oxford 49th Troop (St. Nicholas, Marston) held a suc-
cessful Summer Camp in ideal surroundings near Brockenhurst in the New
Forest. In spite of a lot of heavy rain and a high wind which blew two tents
down at 2.0 a.m. one morning, the Scouts spent an active and enjoyable
week; and some Scouts hitch-hiked as far as Bournemouth, Southampton
and Portsmouth.

The Scout Troop is now able to take some recruits; and it is hoped to
form a patroi for Seniors (fifteen and over). Any boys interested should
make contact with Roy Jones, 118 Oxford Road.

The Bible. A compJetely new edition of the American Revised Standard
Version of the Bible can now be obtained for only 12/6 During the past
flve years since the first publication of this edition over five million copies
have been sold.

By using pts 
- some of them morr: than one

thousand yea e to the translators of the AuthoriseC
and Revised of the R.S.V. have corrected many
mistranslation s.

The English language has changed considerably since 1611 when the
Authorised Version was made. but this new version substitutes the living
language of today without losing the grandeur of the old tert.

Library Books. What do you do other than ing the winter
evenings? A worthwhile hobby is to read the b by the MobiJe
County Library Service, which visits Marston No charge is
made if books'are overdue! Any number of b be borrowed.
Books on travel, biography, the arts, cooking, gardening, fiction, and manlr
other topics may be obtained. Requests fot ncw books are also received.
The van-visits the White Hart (alternate weeks) on Thursday evenin-es from
5.50 to 6.10 p.m., but every week on the same evening at Mortimer Drive
from 6.15 to 7 p.m.

Young Wives' Group. The Group recommences on Wednesday, October
2n<1, in the Reading Room at 7.45 p.m. All young mothe-rs and,yor-urg
women will be moit welcome. The meetings are on the flrst and third
Wednesdays of the month. Leader: Mrs. A. Smith,4 Windsor Crescent.

Aulumn Activities, Manv other activities have recommenced; for further
particulars see the church porch and notice-boards.



Special Notices.

H.rnvEsr Fasrrv,c.r.-Sunday, October l3th. Services : Holy Communion,
8.15 a.m.; Morning Prayer, 11 a.m.; United Children's Service, 3 p.m.;
Evening Prayer, 6.30 p.m. (Gifts for decorating the Church will be most
welcome on Saturday, 12th, by 10 a.m. in Church.)

INsururroN of the Rev. L. V. Wright, Thursday, October 31s1, at 7.30
p.m., by the Bishop of Oxford.

THE RESTOBATION OF THE CHURCH

The main work, for which estimates with details were printed in the Mav
issue of the Marston Nervs, has now been completed. and the accounts
passed for payment. The accounts include, besides the 3781 18s. 0d., an
additional f34 for work found necessary when the roof of the south aisle
was more closely inspected. On September 19th there was f809 16s. 7d. in
the bank, and it is confidently expected that this sum will have increased 1o
f8l5 18s. 0d. or more when the account for this sum is paid on October 19th.

Well Donel This means, further to the statement in the February issue
of lhe Marston News, that in 1956 and up to September 191h, 195'7, the sun-r
of f2,444 14s. 3d. has beeo raised by the Parish for the Restoration of the
Parish Church of St. Nicholas. The actual amount spent on work is
f2,383 17s. 8d.

Third Stage of Restoration. During the course of August, the firm of
Axtell & Perry sent an estimate for work omitted from the original schedule
now considered to be necessary. The details of this are given below. This
amounts to f1,22 5s. 0d., and in view of the comparative smallness of the
sum, the Churchwardens decided to put this work in hand forthwith. The
order was placed on August 8th, and it is hoped that it may be done before
the winter frosts.

Estimate for Third Stage

itlnncel: N.E. Angle, 3 quoins; S.E. Angle, 7 quoins.

Entrance Porch: L.H. Side, 2 quoins; R.H. Side, 2 quoins.

Buttress No. l: 4 quoins.

Buttress No.2: 2 quoins, one ashlar.

Buttress No. 3 : Repairs to base only.
Buttress No. 4: 2 quoins.

To cut out, supply and fix selected-quality Clipsham Stone Masonry as
detailed above; to supply al1 necessary staging, etc., for access to works, cut
out and fix the items detailed, delivery of materials and clearing of site upon
completion: the sum of One Hundred and Twenty-Two Pounds Five Shil-
Iings (1122 5s. 0d.).

The stonework of the West Window of the Tower will require more
extensive restoration at a later date, but the stonework is not at present in a
condition requiring immediate attention.

The windo-l in the south chancel appears to be leaning out badly, but it
has not been included in any speciflcation.



The Restoration Account (up to September 19th):

Carried forward from 1956
Rarsed in I957

Expenses in 1957

Cash in Bank on September l9th, 1957 ..

fs.
42 t6

7'75 5

d.
6
'7

818 2
85

1

6

f809 16 '7

the Resroration. costing f8l5 l8s. 0d., will
paid on Ocrobel l9Lh, a [orrnieht before
as Vicar. l-he esiimate (see aboie) for the
hows that a further fl22 5s.0d. will be
e generously to the Fund to enable the

Marston Market. There will be er 5th because of the
instilltlon of-our r-etiring Vicar, t uckingham, that day
1t Whitchurch at__3 p.m., nor on se of-decorating thL
Church for the Harvest Festival. Market will bl on
Saturday, October 19th, at 10.20 a.m. onwards. This we hope will be a
"Super-Market". Please come and bring and buy fruit, floweri, vegetables,
cakes. jams. etc.



Wedding Bells.

December Bth, 1956.-Lawrence P-ea.cuev and Patricia Ann WBsroN.
March 30th, I957.-Alan RocERS and Muriel C. Wnsrs.

Frank C. DowNIe and Kathleen E. P,tvNB.

July 8th, 1957.-Bernard F. SlNsou and Prudence A. Tocr.
August 31st, 1957. James B. H,tnrny and Beryl C. HteesNs.

Paul Cnoor and Maureen G. Horr.
September 7th, 1957.-Ronald P. Rtcn,raos and Janet G. Too:rn.

Kenneth J. R. JoNBs and Mavis L JoNes.

September 15th, 19-57.-Alexander CHe.MsBns and Molvic I. Eowanos

Marston News. This issue has been edited by lttiss M. S.
also produce the November issue. due to be published on
Items for inclusion should be sent ro Miss Liles for hel to
Vicarage noL later Lhan Friday. October 181h.

i,iles. who will
OcLober 2Sth.
receive at the

Vacancy. The living of Marston will be vacant from October 5th to 30th
inclusive. Duling that time the services are arranged by the sequestrators,
who are the two Churchwardens and Rural Dean. Requests for Baptism,
etc., should be made either to Nliss N{. S. Liles, c/o The Vicarage. or 1o
Mr. B. G. Oliver, Old Nlarston Road Post Office.

Any personal correspondence for the retiring Vicar, not relating to the
parish of Marston, should in fuiure be addressed to him at the following
address: The Venerable Gordor D. Savage, Whitchurch Vicarage, AyJes-
bury, Bucks. Telephone: Whitchurch (Bucks) 216.

Voices Wanted ! More members are invited to join the Marstoo Choral
Society which meets every Friday from 8 to 9 p.m. in Marston Church
School. Members of rhis Society are performing at the Concert given by
the Oxfordshire Villages Musical Association in the Sheldonian Theatre on
October 19th.

Sopranos, altos, contraltos and bases are all needed. If you join you can
be certain of a very happy and enjoyable evening's outing.

Acconrmodation Wanted. As Miss Liles' room where she is at present
lodging will be required fol other purposes in the very near future, she is
looking for other suitable lodgings. A bed-sittingroom, furnished or un-
furnished. where she can look after herself will be ideal. Miss Liles has
several callers from time to time to interview. but we feel that whoever feels
they can entertain the possibility of giving her a room will fully appreciate
this important factor.

Parish Supper. It was found to be impossible to arrange a Parish Supper
before the Harvest Thanksgiving in October this year; but it is hoped that
it may be possible to arrange a Supper to welcome the Rev. I-eslie and Mrs.
Wright sometime before Christmas.

Times Change, The following extract from a Visitation in this parish
two hundred years ago gives us some idea how things have changed. We
now have ovet 3,000 parishioners; over 100 scholars in the Sunday Scl-rools;
Holy Communion is administered at least once every Sunday. These are
only a few of the changes brought b,v time and progress, yet our beloved



St. Nicholas Church has stood thr,rugh all these changes and proclaimed the
same Christian news of salvation thlough Jesus Christ. Our Church is eight
hunclred years oid.

AnrrcLes or ENqurnv ADDREITiSED To THE Crpncy oF THE DrocESE
oF O,rf,,iiD ,..r rHE Pnlu,tny Vtsrr,rrrox or Dn. Tuorr.r,rs Sgcren.

I7iE". ccncerring Marston Parish:

l. The extent of the Parish is two Miles, the nuirrl,ci of houses forty-four.
and no familics of Note in the place; nor any Hamlets or Villages
belonging thercto.

2. T'here are no Papists in the Parish.

3. There are no Presbyterians. lodependents nor Anabaptists.

4. There are no Quakers.

5. There are no Persons who plt.fess to disregard Religion, that llnow of.

5. I constanlly reside upon m)r c;rre, having taken a house ncar the church
for thal purpose.l The Revd. Mr. Price of A11 Souis College in
Oxford is rny Curatc, and he serves no other Cure.:

7. Pubtick Service is duiy perfoL'med every Lc.ti's l-)ay and one Sennon
Preached; Praycrs are reaC in the Church on Fryd,ys and all Holy
Days throughout the ycar.| The ChilJren arc cate;r is d every Sunday
in the afternoon during the LIoJv sca,on of I..nt. They have ye cate-
chism explained to thenr. I know of no Persons u,ho fi-equent publick
worship that arc not baptis'.1" The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is
administ'red five times in re year and usually thirty Oommunicants
present.

8. There is no Frec School llos1 ital or Alms rlouse in ye Parish.

9. fherc is No Voluntar,v- Cl-rarity School.

10. No lands or Tcnements that I know of have been given at any ti,ne io
Church or poor. )

11. The Nfoney collected at ye Sacrament is dispos'd of hy mt :rr .uch of
the poor who constantiy a1,end Divine Servicc and receive re Holy
Communion.

12. I know of no other matter reiating to the Parish which it is propcr to
inform yr Lord"hip of, besides what thcse answel. contain.

John Warner Curatea

John Coxe Vicar5

(V. Thomas Berdmore 173: 8)

1'l'h,:se n'ords arc slruck out ! Thc's,: l'ords rrre ;rtltlerl in anolirr:L L,u,l-
\\'ritirg. 3 l-he rlorcls "on Fr1c1rLl's ." arc slrucli out. J Thesc u'orcls rLr,r

crossi,rl through. 5'lhcse n'orrls arc added in arother handt'ritirrq. Johr
(lorc s'ns institutecl \ricar in 1758

Oxoniat Press, Oxlord


