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MARSTON N EWS
'l'he News-Letter of St Nicholas Church, N{arston, Oxford'

A HAPPY CHRIS'|MAS 'l'() ALL ]'HE PEOPLE OF A/IAIISTON

FROA,I'IHEVICARAND(IOUN(III-oFSl'NI(lHOi'ASCHIIR(lIl!

CI{R,ISTMAS ARR,ANGE]1dEN'fS

I. PREPARATION FOR CHRISTIvIAS.

Please note :

(a') You are wclcome to come and help us sing. A pract.icc in Chtrrch
on Friday, Dec. l0th, from 6.30 to 7.15 p.m.

(b) \When you hear the hand-bells and carols, do please turn on yo-ur
lights, iisten to us and give the young people a welcome, especially
if the night is cold or wet !

(c) We will gladly come and sing your favouritc Carol outside your
house if you will kindly send the Vicar a request in advance.

(d) W'e shall be collecting for the Funds which providc treats ar-rd help
for the Choir, the Bell Ringers and other young people's organisa-
tions; and if you have forgotten to send in your Heating Envelopc

' you can give it to the collector then.

be very popular last year. Ihe
s Church, and the Carols are sung

?l'Jifl?l'fl Enl,"""f,l?'i,i.Tl[",';
Tree., Note the date : The Sunday before Christmas, Dec 19th, 6.30 to
7.30 p.m. Aiso on Dec. 26th.

Decoration of the Church. This will be done on the Saturday before
Chrisrmas, Dec. lSth, from 10 a.m. onwards. Offers of help by men and
womenr .gifts of evergreen Ior the decoration, and a Christmas Tree, or
decorations for it, will be welcome !

\ilomen and Childten. The Carol Service for the Mothers' ljnion and
Young Wives' Group will be held in Church on Tuesday, Dec. 21st, at
2.30'p.rn. Al1 IITomen and their children invited. No children admitted
without a Mother 6r relative. Illuminated Christmas Tree.



II. CTIRISTMAS SERVICES
The Christmas Communion. The people of God make a special effort

to gather as His Family at His Holy Table on Christmas Day, and our main
Clelebration of the Holy Cornmunion will be at 8.15 a.m.

The Family Service on Christmas Morning. There will be a Familf
I{our of W<lrship, with Christmas Hymns, from 11 to iust before 12, on
Christmas Morning. Children are invited to place a small present each on
the Christmas Tree during the Service, and these presents will be taken on
the Monday morning to children in the Oxford Hospitals. There will be a
service of Holy Communion at 12 o'clock.

Sunday, Decernber 26th. In the evening at 6.30 p.m. there will be a
second " Carols by Candlelight " Service, in addition to the Holy Com^
munion ar 8.15 a.m. and Morning Prayer at 1l o'clock.

County Library. Instead of the County Library being operated from
the Reading Room, rhere is now a Mobile Library which calls on Thursdavs
at the White Hart Yard from 2.30 to 3 p.m., and at Mortimer Drive from
6.30 to 7 p.m. Anyone of 15 years or over may make use of this service.
The Church Library is now on the shelves in the Reading Room formerly
occupied by the County Library, and these books are available for consulta-
tion or borrowing whenever there is a Church function at the Reading
Room ; this service is free and the Vicar hopes that use may be made of it by
any who live in the parish whether they are members of the Church or not.

Cricket Club. The OId Marston Cricket Club is in great need of
support by players and by well-wishers. If you play cricket, or would
anyway care to support the club, please communicare with the secrerary,
Mr. H. Messenger, I Mill Lane.

Marston Church Charities. A statement as ro how these are
administered will be on the Notice Board in the Church Porch from Dec.
5th ro l3th and from Jan. 3rd to l0th. The Trustees would be glad to
recerve a mes
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Weekly Offering Envelopes. A number of friends of the Church who
wish their support of the funds to be regular instead of willy-nilly have
offered to take a set of weekly envelopes, whereby they contributi their



elher It or rlol.. IJnvclopus eru suppliuci fol'
with ; when the contributor is presertt he plrts
in th if he cannot be present it is put itl next
es or him at the end of the month. You can

,ntribute any sum, whether it be 3d. or 3/-, and thc Vicar or Treasurer rvill
-gladly supply free of charge a leaflet giving full details of the Scheme.

display in Church on December 12th.

Children's Society. Congratulations to the Sunday School scholars arrd
their friends on collecting a purse of money which was presented by Rose
Heatley to the Princess Royal in the Royal Albert Hall on November 3rd.

Dr. Barnado's flomes. Mr. and Mrs. Bangs report tbe collection of
lll 6s.9d. through the house-to-house collection and wish to thank those
who helped to collect and those who gave.

Helpers Wanted. Several teachers ate required for the Srrnclay School
on December l2th and l9rh and on January 2nd and 9th. Also someonc to
play the organ.

Heating the Church. The new Gas Radiant Heating is now installed
and everyone seems highly satislied with the results. Everyone in rhc
parish will have had a Ietter about the financing of this project, and Marston
people must be proud par
load " and have shared oun
a sum Iike l/- a week rha
If by any chance you , pI
because your contribution is not welcome ! Just speak to the Secretary of
the Heating Fund, Mr. rV. R. Greenfield, 23 Rippington Drive. At rhe
fust opening of envelopes, on November l7th, a sum of f 53 4s. 5d. was
counted, approximately a quarter of the sum required.

Michael lloward's becember Concert. This will be on Sarurday,
December 4th, in the Reading Room at 7.15 and you will have read a notice
about this. A few tickets remain unsold ar rhe rime of going ro press.

Village tlall. A Christmas Fair for Village HalI Building Funds will be
held on December llth ar the Reading Room. The Committee now has
e2,100 in hand, and hopes to be able to announce plans for a Village Hall
in the near future..

A Text to Treasure : " God so loved . . . rhat He gave His only-bcgortcn
Son . . " (St. John 3, 16).

Something to Think About : " A Smile." It costs nothing but crcares
much. It enriches those who receive it without impoverishing rhose who
give. It happens in a flash and the memory of it tasis for ever. None are
so rich that they poor but are rhe richer
for its benefits. o the discouraged, surr-
shine to the sad fr cannor be boughr,
pegse$, borrowed is no earthly use tnitil
rt rs grven a\tray.



trJOR YOUR, DIARY, DECEMBER, 1954.

Pin this list up. For further details of Services and Meetings, see the

Nctice Boards or ask at Mr. Oliver's (I{arstcn Road Post Office)'

" H.C." denotes Holy Communion, " M.P." Morning Prayer, " E'P'"

Evening Prayer, " R.R." Reading Room. * indicates that a bus connecls

with the beginning and/or end of this item' fi indicates that there are

further details inside. f indicates item not arranged by Church, which takes

no responsibrlity for crrqrs or omissions.

4. S *7.15, Michael Howard's "December Concert" (RR')-

5 S. Advent II. St. Nicholastide. 8.15, H.C. (followed by breakfast) ;

11.0r M.P.; 12.0, H.C.; 16.30, E'P. "Youth on Service"'

11. S. Christmas Fair for Village Hall.
12 S- Advent III- 8.15, H.C. ; 11, M.P. and Litany; 16 30, E'P' :

*7.30, H.C.
15. $fl. t7.45, Young r,)0ives' Group (R.R.), " Icing the Cake."

7.4s, P.C.C. (R.R.).

16. Th. CAROLS : St. Nicholas Park, Church Lane, Mill Lane area.

17. F. Marston Primary School T'erm ends' CAROLS : Boult's I-ane,
The Close, Oxford Road (South of Recreation Ground).

18. S. 10 onwards, Decoration of the Church. CAROLS : British Legion
and other invitations.

19. S. Advent IV. 8.15, H.C.;11, M.P.; *6.30, E.P. CAROT:S BY
CANDLELIGHT.tt Bring. your Family and come with your
Neighbours !

20. M. CAROLS : Beechey's Avenue, Rippington Drive, Cromwell Close,
Fairfax Avenue.

21. Tu. St. Thomas. *2.30, United Carol Service for M.U., Young rJUives

and all Women, ind also for their children (in Church).ff
CAROLS : Mortimer Drive, Lewell Avenue, Nicholas Avenue'
Ashlong Road.

22 W. CAROLS : Cherwell Caravan Park, Cavendish Drive, Haynes
Road, STindsor Crescent, Cotswold Crescent, Raymond Road.

23. Th. CAROLS : Through the old part of the Village.

25. S. CHRISTMAS DAY. 8.15, THE CHRISTMAS COMMUNION.
ll-Lz, A FAMILY HOUR OF \TORSHIP : " The Message
of Bethlehem " : Children invited to place gifts on Christmas
Tree.ff 12, H.C.

Oliver & Son (Oxford) ttd.


