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My dear Friends,

EXPLAINING OURSELVES

The ' is delivered to every horne in the parish. Although
it prim hurch news, it also contains other inforrnation of
general hope that it may be of service to the whole of our
commu n a deliberaie policy cf our Church to send it to
EVERY home in OId N4arston, parily in ordcr to help the many newcomers
to this parish to feel ''at home'' and "part of the famiJy" as earll'as po_ssible-
and partly in order to ernphasise thar our Church seeks to heip all and
welcomes the support of all.

That is rvhy various invitations fr o to evei'y house'
No-one can say he is left oui. It is the Churches are
intcrested ir-r onl-v a chosen ferv rvhci em and that they
have little concern for those .ilo c! ''ptous few" r.vho

possible for this to l.rappen. and u'e therefore
Church cf St. Nicholas. Mat'ston. alI ale rvel-
ties eclually. Anyone may aiterd any Scrrice
ay come dressed as Lhey please ! We are also
nter the homes oi members of other Churches,

so that we may have their pra)rers and intcrest.

The Church of Engiand is the established Church of this land. This

when a parishioner, rvho has little or no connexion with the Church. recog-
nises his relation to it. and turns to the Vicar. as he has a right ro. for help
or advice in time of trouble. whether spiritual or material. Hence' for
instance, the nam bies. of all people in hospital, and of those
away on active se the Prayer Board in Church. whoever they
may be. Thus to e of the parish of other.persuasions reco,q-
nise the work of behalt of all. and contribute to it by gifts
and interest. Some who support our Church never attend it!

receive the
ot co.ascien-
on as man).
num) to the
only to a.k



for mon us, and when
the distr it is chiefly in
order to creased seivice
to you, you want oui
prayer! s and neeC

Yours friend and Vicar.

CORDON D. SAVACI:

FREE CHURCH OR R.C.?

As might be erpected. there ar-e manv tamilies in this parish who are not
Church of England. Someiintes this is bl co;rviction. sometirnes through the
accidents of history. 'Ihe divisions of Chlistians are a scanCal. and i-c live
in a day when Christians ought to be drawing much nearer to one another.
The area of agreenrent is far greatel ihan the ground on which there is dis-
agreement. We ct St. Nicholas have all we can io
heal difTerences. 1o repair ntisunclerst co-operation.
fol u,e are the only church in this pari scme^ notable
instances of co-operation. toleration '. Often it is

Confirmation. Aftcr Baptisnr. the next step tou,at.ds fulI menrbership of
the Church is Confirmation. A usual age for Confirmation is thir.teen or
four-teen 1eals. By that age many boys and girls wilj have thought sufiicientli.
about the Chlistian faith to be leady to ccme to classes. and parents ought
not to deny their children tlis plivilege. Some adults, as well as children.
have alreadl, signified their intention to prepare {or the nexl Confirmation.
tvhich will be later this 1,ear. Any others at-e invited to give their names tc)
tlre Vicar or to rvrite to hinr as soon as possible. It is expected that classes



will commeuce at the end of January. Parents and/or intending Confirmees
are invited to have a word with the Vicar at the monthlv.,Brinc a Friencl"
Service on Sunday evening. Jan. 15, or at the Reading Roorn ai.tir-wards.

the balance of f9 5s. ld. being retained for the Restoration Fund. We are
sorry that in view of the wet weather it was necessary to curtail some of ihe
visits to houses this year.

r. fl""#iri'i
d , you will
I if ycrL can
o the Bible

cao prove anything by raking verses out of their context, and we koow this
he religious people who are calling so regularly at tl're
trying to sell iiterature and argue and io play gramo-
t be worried by them, but do listen to God by r.eadinu
such a book 6f the Bible as the Gospel according to

January is a ntonth of parties and treats. especially for the chilclren.
Thank you to so mauv for all thar vou are doing in various *a1s to gile
pleasure to neighbours and friends, especiallf in the pariies ar-ranged bv the
Church.

On the Sick List. Our sympathy and prayer with the many people.
including a number of children, who have been unwell in recent weeks. -

Sunday Scho0l and Bible Classes. In order to increase our Sundav
School's.influence, some senior classes ate now being held in private housei.
in addition to the classes in Church, the Reading Room and the Church
School. From January 15 onwards a new kindergarten class will be held at
4 Windsor Crescent at 3 p.m. Further infoimation from Mrs. Smith, at thar
address. or from the Vicar. So that parents may get to know the teachers
and the poiicy of the Sunday School, the teachers will be present at the
"Bling a Friend" Service on Sunday evening, Januat'y 15. and will look
forward to meeting the parents of their pupils at the Reading Room afier-
wards. Sunday School Party on Jan. 21.

Men's Discussion Groups. Manv men have useful criticisms to make of
the Church, and pertinent questioni to ask. If these are worth making and
asking, it is worthwhile to call a small group of men together in order 1o do
this properly, and the Vicar wili not need to be invited twice to meet with
such group, however small. It is encouraging to find that more men are
thinking seriously about spiritual matters, and the Vicar will be glad to meet
privately or in groups with men. This is of course in addition to the various
organisations which ah'eady exist for children, teecagers and women.

Electoral Roll. All who reckon on St. Nicholas as their Chtrrch ought to
see that their name is on the E,lectoral Roll. This is specially impoltant in



ihe case of those *'ho Iive outside rhe parish, as otherwise it is not possible
icr them to be married or buried in this church. It costs nothing to have
one's name added to the Roll. and the Vicar will be glad to give particulars.

Organist: verger. Both these posts are vacant; applications or rec
mendations to be made to the Vicar.

cromwell Youth Club, The Cromwell Youtb Club is "camping" at
Wytham from Jan. 6 to the evening ot Jan. 8.

Bid You Hear That? A garrulous atheist was filling the room with his
profane language. "God! Godl There ain't no such being as a God." he
shouted. "That's curious," observed a quiet man in the corner, "I happen
to know Him." After a pause he added: "More curious still, you happen
to haie Him."

A Verse to Treasurer "Herein is love. not that we loved Cod, but ihat he
icved trs, aod sent his Son to be the propitiation for our Sins" (I John iv.10).

SOME DATES FOR JAhIUAFIY, 1956

6. F. Epiplturtt of out Lctd. l0 30. Hcl.v ContmrLnion.

8. S. I Epi p. 8.15, H.C. ll, M.P. 6.30. E.P. 7.30. H.C.

9 \1. St. Nicholas County Plimary School staris.

i0. iu. 2..1-5. W.I. 8, Choral Socieiy's N{eeting and Party.

i-5. S. ll Lpip.8.15. H.C. 11. \,I.P. 3. Surday Schoc'J re-cc-tnmcnccs
6.30, E.P "BRING A FRTEND" SERVICE and mcet Sr.tnila"
School Teachels. Tea at R R. afieru,ards.

18. W. 7.45. Y.W.C. ("Entertaining Children in \\'ci \\'calher").

19. Th. Christian Unity MecLings (sec r,otice insrde)

11. S. Sundal, School Party in afternoon.

21. S. III Epip.8.l5, tt.C ll, MP. 3. S.S. 6.10. EP

21 Tu. 2.45. M U. ("\{emories").

15. W. Conver"'iott of St. Puul.

)7. F. 7, Choir Party.

).9. S. Sepruagesintu. 8.1i. H C. (NLU.). 11. \1 P. 5 30. E.P.
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