
A LETTER FROM ]THE VICAR.

It's very strallge that rain on Sunday
Seems so much wetter than on MondaY ;

And weekdaY Pains that we ignore,
On Sundays seems to hurt tnuch more,
"f ill we decide to staY in bed,
rWhen we should go to chutch instead

My dear Friends of Marston,
When Alfred L Tooke wrote the lines quoted above, he hadn't seen

the Marston people faithfully make their
way ay, wharever the weather and .despite
the his month I want to share with you
An

An Encouragement. It rs heartening ro see our Congregations and
Communicants and various church organisations grow in size and enthusiasm.

which will see what we are made of ! We for our part will spare no efiort
or expense in keeping our ancient church as lvarm as possible for you
Sunday by Sunday.

a simple building near Mortimer Drive for use as an auxilialy SundgV
School and for the many ways in which the Church seeks to serve the
community. Important and practical suggestions have been made, and a
site considered. This comes as a Challenge for further hard thought and
prayer, for any venture of this sort must be the result of people being clearly
led in their planning and giving to produce a worthy building adequately
endowed. That is an aim whether it is fulfilled next year, or the following,
or several years hence. What comments have you ?
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Your friend and Vicar,

Gonnou D. Sevecr



Elandroell Ringing and Carol-Singing, One of tL-re very oid customs of
Marston is the ringing of hand-bells round the village at Christmastime.
Thanks to the Choir and Beil-Ringing Fund, which did much to keep ,

Choir and Bell-Ringers together when the parish had no vicar, the Chu
row possesses a first-class set of handbelis. During the ten days befolE
Christmas these will be used for pealing out Carols in all parts of the parish.
It is not difficult to learn horv to use handbells, and those who would care
to learn and to ring them at Christmas are rnvited to come to the Church
on Friday evenings from 7.15 to 8 p.m., November 6th onwarcls, when Mr.
Lrtorr wiil be giving iristructiorr.

Visit of the tsishop of Oxford. Or:r Bishop (the Right Rcvcrcnci thc
Lord Bishop of Oxford, Dr. I(. E. I(irk) has kindly promised to visit us otr
the last Sunday evening of this year, Dec. 27th, at 6.30, when he will preach
and wiil also dedicate the Gifts given to St. Nicholas Church during the
Coronation Year. We value this plivilege of a visit frorn " our Bishop,"
who is the Patron of this living, and we shall pray '.hat his presence wlth
us on the evening of St. John's Day, coming as rhe climax of our Christmas
services, may bring spiritual blessing and encouragement to the whole of
our Parish. We shall speciaily appreciate this visit at a busy season for
our Brshop in addition ro bearing the heavy and varied responsibilities
which fall on a Diocesan tsishop in these days, has the care of an exception-
aily large number cf parishes-over 600-scattered over the two tho-usand
and more (2165 to be exacr) square miles of the CoLrnties of Oxford, Bucks
and Berks which comprise this Diocese.

A Church " on the rnove."
a church?" "Yes, dear." "Bu
don't move." " Oh yes they do,
mighty army moves the church o
girls and men and women r.vho he
part of the living Church !

Children's Society. Mrs. Vernede, of Manor House, held a social after-
noon with tea, puppet show and,.Bring and Buy,'Stali, on Oct. 24th. As



a rcsult somc f lC is being sent to the Church of Engiand Children's Society
(formerly known as the " Waifs and Strays Society "), of which Nlrs. Vernede
r the local Secretarv.

! Visit of the Rev. J. FI. Mortimer. It was a grear disappointment that
orving to his having a heavy cold thc Rev J H. Mortimer was unable to
visit us in Octobc: as expected. However, he has suggested a visit for the
week-end oI November 22nd, which is very appropriate, for this is St
Cecil.ia's day. He hopes ro be oresent at the Services on the Sunday, and
then on the Monday evening at 7 30 he will unveil the tablet in the Vestry
(sce ncie on back page) Many of his friends will wish to greet him, and it
is hopel that xs many as possible will come 10 the short service on the
l"'lonCay evening, stay to tea and biscuits jn the Reading Room afterwards,
and then with hirn enjoy the films to be shou,n at " Monday Night at Eighr "
h; rhe Rer'. E. Barncs.

Sickness. Our prayers and sympathl, to many who have been laicl
eside in recent weeks. It is good to have with us again Mrs. Bert rJTard,
l4rs. Hazel Bleay, Miss Drewirt, Mrs Nlarsh, R.oy Marsh after their time
in hospitai. Ifl/e remember 1t{rs Comley, Mr. Pope, Mrs Barratt and Mr.
i'lumley, who a::e stili away ai the time of writing, and also the " shut-ins ',
rvho for various reasons cannot leave their rooms. Our remembrances and
prayers also go our ro our neighbours, the Rev. Dr. Hope, Vicar of New
Marston, and to Canon Swainson, Vicar of Beckley, whi have been laicl
aside with sickness.

. Squash What rs a " Squash " ? Bovs and girls of
thirteen to si re invired io con.re io the Vicarage after ehurch
at 7.45 p.rn. see. There will certainly be sohething to eat.
something ro to hear and something to thinl< abour !

ol the Mount on Sunday mornings

Cost of " Marston News." also
cortribureC to the cost of the Mrs.
Caiter, Miss C. Drewitr, Mrs also
coliecreC by Mr. Oliver,_6/4; llg.(ithers have given to collectors

i
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Prn this Ist up. For further detaiis of Sei'vices and Mectings, see "-I'h"
St. Nicholas Guide to Marston " (free) and the Notice Boards, or ask

Mr. Oliver's (Marston Road Post Office). 
.,

Even
with ite
furth ot
no responsibilitv for errors or omissiuns

1. S. All Saints' Day. Tririty XXII.
l. Tu Marston Parish Cottncrl.f
.1. !(. Oxford Diocesan Conference lSlicl.lonian 'I'heatrc).

rWonen's Open MeetinS G.R.). rMrs. Stallworthl' :

Christian Home Life Matter ? " -

5. Th. 4.0, Church $Torking Party (Vicarage).ff
8 S. Trinity XXIII. REMEMBRANCE DAY. ii,15, H.C,:

A{.P. (A SEIr.vIcE or Rrllel,rsRelcl attcnded b1' the
Legion).ff *6.30, E.P. ; *7.30, H.C.
Church Assembly (Westminster).

8.0, " Monday Night at Eight " (R.R ) : the rvork nf thc (lxt'ord
Committee for Famine Relief.

2.30, \W'omen's fnstitute, Demonstration of Icing f
St. Nicholas School Teacher-Parent Meeting.f
Trinity xxIV. 8.15, H.C. : 11.0, M.P. (Preacher: Mr. A. W.

Cunninghame, of Dr. Barnardo's Hotnes) ; *6.30, E.P. (" Bring
a Friend " Service, and at R.R. afterwards) ; 7.45, " Squash " for
'teenagers' (Vicarage).ff

*7.45, Young Wives' Group (Alan Court) ; Miss !7ood : " Mother-
craft." Bring and Buy Sale.

Trinity XXV (Last). 815, H.C. (M.U. Corporate). 11.0, M.P.
(Scouts and Cubs parade. Preacher: The Rev. E. Barnes);
*6.30,E .P. (Preacher : The Rev. E. Malik).

*7.30, Unveiling by Rev. J. H. Mortimer of Bell-Ringing Tablet
in Church, followed by tea in Reading Room, 7.45 to 8.15.ff
At *8.15, "Monday Night at Eight" (R.R.), the Rev. E" Barnes
will show films on Crypt work at St. George's, Leeds, and Youth
Camps in the North.

24. Tu. 2.30, Mothers' Union (Alan Court). Film strip on " The Bible
in Africa."

to 28. Diocesan Missionary Exhibition (Reading).
F. 8.0, Finance Committee of P.C.C. (Vicarage).
S. Advent Sunday. 8.15, H.C. 11.0, MP a6.30, E.P. (Subiect:

" Why Foreign Missions ? ")
DEC.
l. Tu. St. Andrew's Day. 11.30, H.C. and Address.
2. W. *7.45, 'W'omen's Open Meeting (AIan Court). Rev. D. Nicholson.
3. Th. *7.45, Parochial Church Council (R.R.).
6. S. Advent II. ST. NICHOLASTIDE WEEK-END. Watch for

details.

This Month's Pazzle z Why are there two forms, longer and shorter.
of the Lord's Prayer ? (Answer on previous page).

This Month's Laugh : " SThy is singing in the Choir like reading a
thriller ? " The official answer is " Because it gets more breathtaking every
minute," but a boy in one parish is said to have given as his version.
" Because we murder har:nting melodies."

A Text to Treasure : " Thy Word is a lantem unto my feet ; and a

light unto my paths " (Psalm 119, 105).
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