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deiivered to every home in the Parish

Mv oe,tn FnteNos,

"The summer is ended, and we are not saved" is what the Prophet of
old once wrote. But many of you, alas, will wonder whether our summer

in 1956 ever started, let alone ended: our hearts went out to many with
young families who were not able to enjoy the sands and sunshine as they

had hoped.

tsut when Jeremiah wrote those words, they were meant as a warnlng

to those who put off <ioing what they know they should do. Some are

content to stay in the ways which they know are wrong; opportunities are

lost, the season of action is soon ovetr, and a cold and melancholy winter
succeeds. The harvest is not reaped unless the seed is flrst sown at the

right time.

Many of us will know how true this is in our work and homes-as well
as in our gardens ! It is also very true of our spiritual lives : don't wait
until death or disaster before you call on God! At the harvest time the

farmer counts his gains and assesses his prospects' May our joyful Harvest

Services on Sunday, October 7th, be not only an occasion for praising God
for all His mercies in nature but also for spiritual stocktaking and for
drawing on His mercies in grace. I-ooking forward to seeing you al1 some-

time over that week-end.
Your sincere friend and Vicar,

GORDON D. SAVAGE.

OCTOBER

The Harvest. "Harvest Supper" on Friday evening, Oct. 5th; Decoration
of the Church, 10 a.m. onwar^di on Saturday, Oct. 6th; Harvest Services on
SuNDAy, Ocr. 7tr, at 8.15, 11.0, 12.0, 3.0 and 6.30.

concert. In response to popular demand, the flrst-class Concert Party
which came to us in April is coming again with a fresh programme on



S,rruno,,it, Oct.27rH. at 7.30 p.m. a1 St. Nicholas County Primary School'
Come and have a good laugh. and at the same time help -the Restoration
Fund. This is a cieil. goodlhumouled concert party. providing a rollic,l':rg
time for the whole familY.

I-aity challenge. All supporters of the Laity Challenge are rnvited-to
the Annual General N{eeting-ic O;<loi-d on Saturday afternccn. Cct lOli'
(Details in Church porch.)

Service.

old People's week, Oct. lst to 6th. See notice in porch

Home-ca,l. Our sympaihy to Mrs. Vernede and \'Irs' Starm:r-Smith on

their recent losses, and t6 the relatives of Mrs. Emma \\'ard and \1rs E11en

Lawrence.

month.)

Two Schoolboy llowlers:
"False doctrine means giving people the wron-q medicine'''

"Churches are supported by the tribulations of the members "

AVersetoTreasuret..IwillsayoftheLord.Heismlrefugeandmy
fortress: My God. in Him will I trust" (P-t' xcr' l)'



REPORT OF THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF THE
RESTORATION FUND

1 March, 1956, there was in the Fabric Fund a total of f334. mainl-u-
r _;d in 1955 towards reparr work on the Church, iocluding some uigent
repairs alreacly thcn in hend to the guiiering, including painting of a[1 guttei-
ings and the renewal of wcocl il:stro1'cci by death-waich beetle. lt wa:
realised thai velv considerable resioratron work on the exterior stonervork
of thc Church was also urgently necessary, and an Appeal for at least f2.50C
il'as launched.

Parisl-lioners ard frignds of St. Nicholas Ci:urch rvill want to know r.vhat
has happericd during the first six uronths ol the Appeal, how the money
has been raised, ald how much. arid pJans for the iuLurs'.

The ainount raised cluring the six monihs Apui lst to Scptemblr 30th
was t9B5 l5s.2d. This with the i334 in har:d makes the total to daie
€1.319 15s. 2d.. over half-way to the irnal target.

The Rcsponse to thc AppE,{L LerrtB has beeir enccuraging, and sums
vari;ing from 2/6 io fl5 have been receired. Some of the letters have been
interestLng arrd tcuching. We have haci cionatiors trom Ausiralia and Canacla.
and many paris of tire British Isles. An old lariy of ninely lvrcte. "J would
like to send a donation to you as that is my old horne vrhere I ',vas botn .

I loved the old village . I have not becn lirere for some tirne as I don't
get out ver.v iar. Mi, old hcme ra'as cjose b1,- a pond, a llLtie thatched cottage
whicl-r is pulled down now. We wele a greai family anC I went to the dear
otd Church to SunCal, School whcn I was icur years old. I think.'' Some
copies of the Appeal lettel are siill avaiiable for those who have lost them
or who wish to send copr'cs to friends.

A ver-v successful Ferr rvas hcld on the last day of Jure and raised ovcr
f284, resulting in a net sum of {258 19s. 6d. being handed to the Restoration
Fund, as fuily derarled in the September isssue ci Marston Neus. Once
again it rvas noticeable how man,v were the willing helpers. how genetous
was the response. anci how very happy was the a:mosphere.

Su.ur, CotecrrNc Bo;{ES. the shape of a Church (and incidentally bear-
ing a strcng resemblarce io St. Nicholas), have been given out to all w]ro
ask for them. Abcul 100 boxes are in the homes of tl-re parish, and the-v
bring in a small and steady sum. In addition, small Weexry GIFI
Ervet-or,.ss. similar tc the Weekl1, OiTcring Envelcpes, are used by sonre
p::oplc. Cot-lecrrxc TrNs hai,e been placed in all public houses in the
village, in shops. and vrith the differert locai organisations.

Church orgaaisaiions have been active too. The Mornens' UsloN and
the YouNc Wrves'Gnoue have been ingenicus and original in their mone-v-
raising efforts. Small saies of work, pockets full of cash in a patchwor,k
apron, snowball iea-parties and a "sausage sizzie" have raised nearly I25.
And the Cnouwr'rr CLue, the Youth Club of the Church, gave a Folk Dance
Display. A Coxcenr P.tnrv, of the o1C.-world variety type, rvas a marked
and appreciated success: it packed the hail of St. Nicholas County School
during the Easter holidays and brought in over f43. There is the promise
of at least two more concerts during the winter.

One of our Marston family from north of the border with a touch of
genius made an innocent and tentative suggestion that "it might be a good
idea to have a little stall for three-quarters of an hour each Saturday morn-
ing to sell surplus garden produce and home-nade cakes and jams", and the
result has been a unique way of raising a regular sum every lveek through-
out the summer through the MARSToN M,lnrBr. The result has exceeded the
lad.v's wildest hopes. Each week there is a regular stream of customers, and



there irave never been too many home-made cakes! Anything between !3
l;rd [5 is taken each week. and the toial now stands at f.86 9s' 1d. The
Moo;r- oF TrrE Cuuncs which has been on view at the various Restoration
:l'forts has raised over I11. and thc PHorocRApns of the Church taken
\{r. J. A. Swain from almost evcry angle both before and during
R:sioration have greaLly addcd to the interest in the work.

And what are the future plans? Almost before you receive this report
Lhere rvill be a Hanvesr Suppr.n, on Octobcr 5th, and all our offerings at
thc FI.\RVEST Tu.rNrsctvtNc this year, October 7th, will be for the Fund.
A Co.{ceer. similar to the one after Easter, but with a dillerent programme,
rvili b: held at St. Nicholas County School on SATURDAY, OCTOBER
27tw: be sure to book the date! Christmas Cards and Calendars and post-
card views of the Church and village should be available quite soon. One
enierprising lady is planning to bring a B.tnneL Oncri! to Marston for the
ciay to help the eftort.

\"arious members and friends of the Church have been particularly help-

to all -i:arts of the parish every week.
' to all en in monel'. in time. in work
so that Church. our verv own church,
ily and tored, but ma-v also continue in
e a pla le find Peace with God, joY in

worshrp and lasting fellowship.
Ths next f] .200 need the help of

every sin"le person d this report you
nl.ay cere to ask fo or ask to have a
Collecting Box or a

Secretary of the Restoration Fund: Mns. C.ln'rrn, Eaglesfield, Jack Straw's
Lane, Headington. Tel. Oxford 4067.

Treasurer ol the Church: Mn. B. G. Ouvnn, Marston Road Post Office,
11 Old Marston Road.

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIABY

Chulc5 Services : Ever munion; 11.0. Ilorning
Prayer; 3.0. ning Pral er.

(FuJI details of ait. oth , in Church Porch and

OXON]AN PR[SS, QT]EEN STREET, OXFORD


