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ST NICHOLAS CF.iL'RCH 
- OLD MARSTON

Rev. Paul N. Rimmer, M.A., 11 Elsfield Road, Old. Marston.
Tel. : 47034.

Parish Worker : Miss O. J. Lodge, The Flat, f 5 Mill Lane; Old Marsron.
Ctrru-rchwardens : Dr. C. I7. Carter, Eaglesfield, Jack Straws Lane, Oxford.

Te1. : Oxfoid 41167.
Mr. B. G. Oliver, 13 Jack Straws Lane, Oxford.
Tel. : Oxford 47997.

Secretary of the P.C,C.: Mrs. M. Ifarlow, Fir Tree House, Old Marston.
Organist: Mrs. E. A. Garner, "Barn Gates," 31 Oxford Rd., O1d Marsron.

TeI. : Oxford 41888.

SUNDAY SER.VICES
HoIy Communion: 8 am.
Parish Communion with Hymns and Address: lst Sunday ar 11 a.m.

3rd Sunday at 9.30 a.m.
Matins and Sermon every Sunday (except the lst in the month) at 11 a m.
Evensong and Sermon: 6.30 p.m.
Holy Baptism : Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 3 p.m. unless

otherwise announced. Notice must be given.
Hotry Matrimony : Banns to be given in at the Vicarage.

WEEKDAY SERVICES
HoIy Communion: \X/ednesdays and Saints Days at 7.15 am.

3rd Friday ar 10.30 a.m. with Laying on of Hands for sick.
And at other times, as announced. (See Notice Board).

Matins: 7.L5 a.m. (except Saturday and when there is a 7.15 a.m. H.C.
Service).

Evensong : 7.15 p.m. (except Saturday). Friday 5.30 p.m.

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS AND MEETINGS :

Children's Instruction : Corrfirmation School and Crossbearers, 10 a.m. in
Church Hall.
I(.G. and Juniors : Sr:ndays, 11 a.m. in Church HaIl.
Nursery: Sundays, 11 a.m. in Mortimer HaIl.

Motlrers' IJnion: 4th Tuesday, 7.45 p.rt. in Church Hall.
Young Wives Group: lst and 3rd \7ednesdays,7.45 p.m. in Church Hall.
Bellringers: Practice Night - Friday nights, 7.45 p.n.
Brownies: Monday, 6 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.
Girl Guides : Monday, 7.15 p.m in Scout lfeadquarrers.
Cubs : Thursday, 6.15 p.m. in Scout lfeadquarters.
43rd St. Nicholas' Scout Troop : Friday, 7.15 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.
St. Nicholas' Art Group: Thursday, 7 p.m. in Church Hall.
Youth Group ; See Notice Board.

As the covers are pri:rted in arlvance you are advised to consult the
Notice Board in the Church Porch, in case of alteration of times.



VICAR'S LETTER
My dear Friends,

Firstly, I a very The Christmas
services and well. I choir and all who
put in such ng for t

The sta arols in es I attended this
year seemed higher than ever.

^ ." Fiv9 hundred parents have applied for seats tonight for our Carol
Service-I hope they don't all comel I " one Headmaster-said to me. 500

I ospel in this
way, a ard than wedeman of the HolySpirit the secular
world.

Many of you will remember the visit of the Rev. Bruce Larson of

Miss Lodge, e available to help on any
urgent matters, a ar of St. Michael and All
Angels, Nerv Mar 

.in for me in an emergency
lcar,

%*.9+=/-
FREEW]LL OFFERING ENVELOPES

Leach's, Abingdon, the
d for the first quarter of
s some dozen enveloues.

rssible, and the
soon as they are

mak,e your pledge on St. Nicholas'Day and would
please ask for some as soon as possibie.

BUM['ER. JUMBLE SALE
Mr. f,3g was raised by rhe Scours, Guides,

Cubs and air of the Scout tt.q. This is a .pl."J
did result re thanked most waimly for this effort.
We send who has been laid up 'and wish him a
speedy recovery.

DR. BARNAR.DO'S HOMES
Mrs.-.Bangs thanks all collectors who herped in the recent House ro

Hcuse collection which realised the sum of f)l 12s. 6d.



CHURCH SERVICES

Convocations. (These are not very startling, and most have been used at
one time or another already ). However an interesting discussion arose

The Vicar would like to hear from any families (and anyone else) who
wo'r.rld value the introduction of a reguiar 9.30 a.m. Family Communion.

THE UNIVERSAL WEEK OF PRAYER - lSth-25th Januarp 1957
There will be a United Act of Prayer at the Town Hall on Monday,

23rd January,1967, at 8.15 p.m. It wiil be conducted by the Rev. Martin
Parsons, St. Andrew's, the Rev. Fr. Neil Smith, Littlemore R.C. Church,
and the Rev. John Thornton of St. Columba's Presblterian Church. A
special prayer leaflet, preparcd by the World Council of Churches and the
R.C. Unrty Centre at Lyons is available at .&4.owbrays or the Newman
Bockshop.

NTGEL STARMER. SMITI{
Congratulations again to Nigel Starmer Smith who gained another

blue and was selected for an English trial. The University match this year
has been acclaimed as the best one for years, and the whole village shares
in the honour brought to it by one cf its parishioners and former rnember
of our Youth Fellowship Committee.
YCUNG WIVES

No one who came to our evening - " fl6 Delicatessen " - s6uld
doubt Mrs. Faim's enthusiasm for this subiect. Sile found Mrs. Palm an
entertaining speaker and rve enjoyed sampling her delicacies. It was
encouraging to see so many people present at this meetinS.

In January we lock forward to an evening's entertainment by Professor
Symols-" Music for You " (for whrch we wili assembie at the iunction
of Oxford Road and Boults Lane at 7.40 p.m.). We shall alsor be holding
a meeting ent,tled " Around the Home " when we will contribute our
favourite recipes, gadgets, and usefui tips. (Church Hall, 7.45 p.m.).

"'*t:frt"ilflr'Ifr*, to Richarc Eing cn ringing his first quarter, :::
Martin Bolton on ringing his first " inside." Also to Leonard Porter on
conducting his first peal in fi.re methods-St. Thomas-and seven Methods



A"

[or Discussion

"The issue is not that if the laity were only given the
opportunity and the right to do so, they would corne
to the rescue of the Church" The issue is that both
laity and rninistry stand in need of a new vision of
the nature and calling of the Church ancl their
distinctive places in it, which means conversion and

Hendrik Kraemar.

T IS PROBABLY TRUE THAT W]-{ERE TF{ERE'S
NO EARTHLY HOPE, TFIERE'S THE MOST
LIKEI-IHOOD OF SOME HEAVENLY

Where is it 1ikely to appear? Well, it is clear
we have moved a long way towards Christian
unity,-have at last reached the stage of friendly
goodwill in pla-ce of je:rlous mistmst. Is it
possible that 1967 rvil1 see us sharing the
sacrament of the Lord's Table with each other?
Or, at the very least and as a practical gesture,
resolved to plan all nerv chulch buildings in
cclnsultaiion with other Chlistians, and to spend
money on nothing which can't in some way be
shared ?

But what is the good of sacraments without
ministers and buildings ivithout s1aff? Can we
find, train-and afford the men we need ?

Now it's at this point the real break-through
may take place. Almost any single Christian
body is desperately "over-clerica"lised": Church
committees appear unatrle to function without a
dog-collared chairman: laymen who act as
Readers or Lay-Preachers too often assume the
mannerisms of a parson, as though without them
they couldn't be accei;ted as genuine.

Inciced, rr.any conglegations feel that a service
ccnducted by a Reader is slightly sub-status-
as though they had accepted treatment from al
unqualilied doctor.

EHIS
YtrAR
@F
adffl m 6ll-F reformation of the whole Ch.urch, laity as well asgr{A5ift5\2ig ministr-v,,.
by

STEPHAN
HOPKINSON
Prebendary of
St. Paul's



A New Ministry?

What one longs
the recovery of the
laity. This would
alteration in all ou
of supposing the Church to consist of
a number 

- of geograPhlcal units,
called "parishes," each witl-r its own
full-time ollcer or "incurnbettt," in
absolute control of its activities, we

shotrld think of it as it was in the
eoostolic oc.e as a nuinbcr o1' scut-

tercd groLr[s ol convinccd and cotn-
mittedthristians. These groups mi ght
be in a country villa.ge-or a new
housing area-a factory- or a -ship'
But wh-erever theY were, jt would be
uD to them to choose onc of them-
t.lu.t ut rheir lcader and representa-
tive-tl-reir "elder," as the Bjble
would say. The elder, Culy nominated,
would be commissioned by the Bishop
to his-and surelY it could be her,

too ?-responsibility; they would also
be linked witl-r a mtmber of other
groups, a-11 of them together under the
iupeivision of one ftrll-time fu1ly

compel us to face the matter of superfluous
build.ings. At present. we are collectively
the custodians of a magnl'ficent range of
mediaeval liabilities. Our chief enerny is not
the Devil but the Death-natch beetle-and
year after year, churchpeople contriYe. to
iaise enormous sums to prop up our glorious
museum-pieces for a little longer.

Quite apart from the sheer strain in
terms of hard cash, this legacY of
responsibility has affected our thinking

-so that we find it almost impossible
to conceive of the church in terms of
people, but only ol bricks atrd ntortar,
nut toeether in rather an odd waY.
'surely ire are ready for a change here?

Is there not a moment when we
ly "if you
cular relic,
lves-we're

,":t$X-.11
doesn't want to preserve twenty or so

churches in a small cathedral town, is
it really the
so-specially
going to be u

There are
the Free Churches their (often) ugly
buildings, since theY can Pull them
down and build elsewhere and more
applopriately.

What Services?

Of ccurse, a church re-ot'ganised to
meet the needs of the world todaY
would have to think much harder and
more generally than it has done about
its fonns of service. lt must begin by
deciding which-if anY-of them are
"welcome" or "contact" activities
designed to bling in the outsider, and

which are family affairs for PeoPle
already inside. Are baPtisms and
weddings forms of blessing from
God to be given more or less uncon-
ditionaily, or are theY Privileges
which are linked with responsibilities ?

If the latter, what do we do about
people whose connection with the
ihurch is nominal or non-existent?
Do we brush them off altogether, or
Ieave it to the State to produce (as

with a civil marriage todaY) some

ordained parson.

countrv hamlets
Thns a parson rnight have a dozen
untrv hamlets ltnder his care-or a

housing eslate-or a
mercial area; the test wo
the total number of Peo
to live and work there,
church grouPs Snch a
system ivoirld P-rin-ritive
tiadition and the mis-
sionary aod of the
churcli in the modern rvorld. Christians,
that is 1() say, can no longer mould society;
thev cun only permeate it -as salt per-
meat.s a tlish, giving it flavour und
interest.

It would, also, make some sense of
our claim to a "three-fold nrinislry
of bishops . At
present we iests,
ind "L-pr des-
perately sh ned"
omcers.

What of Buiklings?
Of course, such a re-organisation rvould

ight have a dozen



briel' and non-reliSrious ccrenrony'/
And is illc sir\'rc.; oi Hcll Com-
munion itsclf restricted tc ccr.nn,itled
Christians, li,ho have been prepaled
to r-rndergo scme training fcr member-
ship and are all bound by certain
accepted regulations-or is it to be
open in genelal terms to all who like
to come? None of our tiilks about
Christian Reunion have leallv settled
that onel

Inevitably, the decline in attendance
at evening and otl-rer "opcn" selvices
--and the rise in attendzLnce at F{olv
Communion-has enrphasised th;
diflerence betu,een "insiders" and
"outsiders," without disccvering a
nelv place or tjme ol contact.

I)erhaps what we need, then, is some
sort of "dialogue" cl "iliscussiolt"
actir.ity, to which people citn come with
:r questioning and rrncomnritteci mind?
The trulh at this point is that we are,
on the w,hole, very hesitant abor-rt
letting go of our safe moorings and
launching orlt, We plefer to have
"sor-u-rd churcl-r teaching"-givrn with-
out the opportr-rnity for any come-back.
Incieed, we expect people to lcaln a
special theologicirl languagc, fLrll of
words like "r'egeneration" and "atone-
ment" beJbre they can evcr: begin to
uudelstand that tezrching rvhen thcy get
it. 1967-year of grace. We can pray
that Goci wiil do thc hu'..nanly inrpos-
sible and rvill so transform Flis Church
ihat it can comu-runic:rte the Gospel in
terms men will understand.

TIIESI AllICIEttlT BIJILDII{ff$
WALTHAM ABBEY, a beautilul
example of Norman architecture.
nestles in the hcart of \\/altham
Holy Cross, an Essex market town.

Prior to 1060 a Saxon church
housed a wooden crucifix pur-
ported to havc nragical po\\ers.
Ear'l Harold, son of Godrvin,
st ricken rvith a prrall:is, \\'as
broright here. His gtatitude upon
l'ecovery was expressecl by re-
pJacing t1-re small Salon chulch
with a great Norman btrilding.

Harold became King of England.
Afler the fateit-rt battle of Hastings,
his body was brought back to the
Abbey for br-iria1.

The Abbey continuecl to be rlsed
as a Pansh Church, br-rt gradually
became one of the richest monirs-
telies in the countly The nave
was still used by the people as
their Parish Church, and so this
part only was saved during the
dissolrrtion of the lrotasterics.

Thomas Tallis, r.vho wro[e sc)

much finc clrrrrch Bru)ic, u ils
olganist here ancl thc traclition of
gooC rr-rtLsic is upheld today.

Although therc has bcer.. a great
increase in population and tire
Lorvn has cxpaldecl, the Abbc','
remains the heart and ihc nricie
of Waltharn Holy Cross"

Photo arul article b:' E. Llt, Roe
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For Action

PLA]\ININO At'lD PURPOSE |t.l THI PARI
Canon Cecil

DAR TOO EASILY IS THE
f'u.g,tn',.nt trotted out that the
Church is rveak because of increasing
secularism and materialism and un-
belief. One rvouid not begin to argue
the truth of the matter. But it is nclt
the whole story by any means. WhY
are so marly churches alive and with
large congregations and their neigh-
bours dead and empty ? What does
one make of the various Gallup Polls
which reveal 90 to 94 per cent. people
beJieving in God ? There are import-
ant other reasons for the low ebb ol
many churches: incredible obscuran-
tism and amateurism; insensitiveness
and muddle-headedness; the blind
belief that one is doing the job
provided one has faith, hope and
charity; low aims and complete lirck
of organisational awareness and
ability.

Where dedica"ed nren! instead
of just courageously battling on
agaiust the deadness ol things.
dire to sit back artd allou tlre
Spirit to awaken their minds trnd
imaginations to the real needs, and
t...Iu. power to deal rvith them, new
ways artd pattertls enlei'ge.

Nearly evcry inctrrnberrt" I imagine.
could with such thor-rgh.t and con-
sideration name anything from three
to a dozen projects rvhich need
investigating and copin-e with in his
particular parish._ , It maY be the

problem of young
people; o1'gaining the
interest and support
of men; of the need
for some women's
organisation; of
general evangelism
in the parish; of
bet.ter music: of
better parish literary

efforts; of care ol buildings; cf
religious drama. Thc opporttrniiies
and needs are legion. Brrt the
golden rule is never attetrpt anli
development until onc is confident
(a) that it is necessary, and (b) that
there are the right pecple.,'person
available to head it r-rp and carry it
a1ong.

Now this demands the developm.ent
of a mentai attitude 1o be always on
th e look-out for wh at growth shouid be
taking piace and for those men and
women who can competently and
effectivcly help and so serve the
Kingdcm in leadership and partner-
ship. Mistakes in proposed projects,
ir.r choosing persons, rvi1l be marde and
a, ba,d nristake can ruin a dearly
plized plan completely. Yet one or
trvo misjudgmenis can sharpen one's
wits boih concerning needs and
perscns.

Of petsons, the type of persott one
shouLd be extremely wary of is the
well-mear.ring, imprecise, willing soul.
The persons who will always do and
can only do what they are told to do,
never make strong and steady leaders.
Yet ciergy so often seem to choose
"His Master's Voice".

The right person will not always
agree-lvh1, should they? And if
they have strength as well as dcdi-
cation and leadership, theY will
want to go some way with their
ideas and plans. And rvhY not ?

As long as they build others round
them and go foru,ard in dedicated
service for the Kingdom.

If we in Englancl itr our parishes,
be they large or sinall, after careful
thought and prayer and lnalYsis
had, to begin lvith, one or two com-



missions of half-a-dozen PeoPle,
headed by the best lay Person
availabl
aspects
seeking
su-egesti

the matter; reportlng
in detail to tlie P.C.C.,
to PlaY their Part in it,
il but begin to arouse

a hvely interest in oltr keener folka
and it will involve many r1-I

speciflc tasks within tl,eir patticular
rarrse oI abilitics.

B"y such tasks theY themselves
are-awarkened aild quickened to a

new understanding and a new dePth
of spiritual insight. There ccmes
a new awarerress of the task and
work of the Christian Church of
which they are members. And
there is every chance that rekindled
enthr-rsiasrn wiil spread outrvards.

Moreover by such a PolicY, cJergY

become increasingly set free for thcir
true and proper and so necessary
tasks as pastor, priest, preacl-icr,
teacher. And having interested and
understanding lay lolk breaks dcu'n
the awful isolaticn and aloneness so

many clergy feel in their work. Laity
become no longer perv-fodder, incap-
able of activity, nor semi-priests but
fellor,v-r'vorkers--the laos, the people
of God.

Is it not in this sort of environment
that laity can find a proper ministry?
With dedication and pra-Yer, discipline
and devotion, as surelY comes with
senuine. understood work lor God,
ihe kingdom olCod is no longer some
dreamed-of remote reality, some par-
son gin-lmick, but is instead something
reboin in the lives cf individuals and
grows up in lively lasirion in our midst.

Political Reioinder
Mr. Ray Gunter upbraided one heckler

with the observation : "I can but give you the
facts. God alone can give you untlerstanding

-and he has not been generous."

Anyhody
still
foel

hun$ry?

About half the families in the world.
Because hunger didn't end on

Christmas Day-despite the thousands
who gave and the millions

who sympathised.

But each gift which came to Oxfam will
help bring hope to one more

family. Your gift today will do the same.

You can never give too much or
too little-only too late.

OI{IAIH
Room 35

c,/o Batclays Bank Limited . Oxford



News Views

A Survey
The Rev. Arthur Bird, until recently

Methodist Minister in Mid-Rhondda, often
lisited working men's clubs, public houses,
bingo halls. In these with the approval
of the management he hanclecl or-tt and
received over 1,000 replies to a question-
nalre:

Do you attend any Church? 220 yes,
862 no.

Have you attended in last six months?
313 yes, 182 no.

Were you ever in a Sunday school?
960 yes, 229 no.

Have you criticisms of the Church?
254 yes, 276 no.

Do you approve of a minister coming into
clubs, pubs, etc. to hold a religious
service? 760 yes, 259 no.

He contments: (a) It appears more people
attend Chr,rrch in the Rhonilc'la Valley than
is generaliy recognised. (.h) The latge
number who had attended Strnday school
Things are now very different. (c) The
large number who had no criticism to make
of the Church. Those who did: Tl-re
Church removed from everyday life; not
keepirg up with modern ideas; old
fashionecl; not active enor-rgh; language
obsolete; don't do enough to bring people
to Church; ought not to condemn people
who slip up; work witl.r r-rs not against us.
"The survey showccl," he says, "there is
not quite the apathy or incliflerence lvhich
we have been ied to believe . . . A national
survey could possibll be encouraging .

There was a willingness to co-operate .

For many, long away from the Church,
the way would have to be c:rrefLtlly pre-
pared for their retr-rrn . . . certtrinly we must
care for them-then perhaps we corild go
places."

Another Effort
I wrote recently of the elTort and excellent

leaflet produced by Vicar and people ol
Gerrards Cross, Bucks. Another special
leaflet to mark the 25th anniversary of the
Family Service is to hand. Again it is most
attractive. informative and rvill surely
bring results. I hope many wrote for their
previous leaflet.

Reaching Out
A new effort to reach "lapsed" and

outsiders is developing in certtrin areas in
the United States-b1, taking over a shop
in busy shopping centres and turning it
inro a Chnrch lounge. All sorts of people
are coming in-jr-rst lol a rest, fcr a wash;
also nursery schools and classes ale helcl at
appropriate tines; and thcle are those who
are in spiritLral need and find srrch a place
far nrore colgenial for a talk than in some
large Church. I rvoncler if any Church in
Englancl has similar looms? It is an idea.

Our Great Churches
I sr.rv an intcrcsting suggestion recently

that far greater use could be made of some
of the finer and greater Churches of our
land-rvhich have tremendous devotional
atmosphere-if some very real effort rvere
made to bring people to them for Sunday
worship. Could not coach companies on the
South coast for instance, be approached to
advertise visits to Canterbury, Chichester,
Winchester, Salisbury, Wells, Truro
Cathedrals fcr the service on Sunday
morniugs? With imagination antl vigour
rvho knows what could be accomplished?

Up-to-date Anglican statistics
Total Clergy at work in England
Which includes
Non-parochial CIergy, Chap-

lains, etc.
Dignitaries without parochial

cures of souls ...

Clergy working overseas, out-
side the provinces of Canter-
bury and York ... 1,734

Deacons ordained in 1965 592
Number of parishes 14,539
Licensed Lay Readers ... 5,685
Baptisms 1965 ... 52.60/0 437,274
Adult Baptisms .. 10,503
Confirmations Males 59,084

Fernales 87,690

18,228

l'977 America Again
"Time" reports most favourably on

what the American Chr-rrches are accomp-
lishing on TV-"varicd, skill*cl, sophisti-
catecl and imaginative" ecclesiastical jazz
with Duke Ellington; C}rurch services;
Soap-operatic series; the life of St. Paul
(which dlew 10,000 letters); A I-ife of
Chrjst; R. C:. rnelodrama "tnsight"
(hall-hour pln)'lets); series on the Vatican
CoLrncil. Sa-vs the C.B.S. Directol of
religior-rs programmes: "OLrr problem is not
neu, icieas, bLrt finding enough Sr.rnclays to
express thet-n."

261



!-ord Fisher
Tirolrgh lotrg retirE-d

lror-t hjs aich ePiscoPal
n, )l .r Lorci F i"her oi
L,a,mbctir still h.rs his sny
in crisr; aitd agrecabl.e or'
,r.ovocitiv.- leiluls to the
Natiolai and Church
n:rrers. "lr4Y corresPond-

"n.e is r,ohtminotts," he
saicl recently irr a TV
rnLervierv. and lvlth l-ris

chiefly affected are
doing all in their Potler
to help-as the Church
did mcmorablY in the
gl:eat depression of the
1 9 30s.

The Arctic
Dr. Donald Marsh,

No Converts?

does that clrive us it-t ot.t Ou'l'set''es anil er-

New Christian

Bisl'rop of the Arctic,
h:rs reccntlrv been in Ergland trying -to
i....rir -o.'ti"cl Priests f'rr work in his
Diocesc v,'hictr is the largest in the

cram ChI istt.rn
hrLrch r,;ith a
ci orgartisation
the BishoP ol
Eric Tre acY)

great para-Chnrch.

Thev mercies."
,t q r e nt.Y T'tr') lc r (l 6 1 3- 1 667)'

"At lcatst vs ltcrvc gien them q \9w Commtryion Servicq"
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Prayer Book

OF TIIE

ATGtICAhI I.ITltrRGY
by the Rev. H. A. L. Rice

UI. TIIE SIIAPE (lF THII{GS

T[! E(}ME

position here is, presumably,,that the
-Comn-rission r,rill reconsider their pro-
oosal. in the light oi'thcsc criticisms,
and in due coursc will come forward
r.r,ith amendeC ProPosed forms.

The Revised Catechisrn appears to
have met wirh almost universal

clination.
Of *"he Revised Psalter it is much

version of the Psaims on a congl'e-

sational level does mean at Parish
ievel in flnancial outlaY, musical

Alter
Th 's more recent,

and excursion intcl

the -r cal revision was

'JHSH."# 5F=,il3IJI..=S TI{E [vIAl(iI{O-nai been behind'hand, oS

compared with her daughter
Chuiches, in providing herself
with a revised and imProved
Prayer Book, this dilatoriness
may in the end turn out to her
advantage.

Mention has been made, in a

Drevious article, of the astonishing
advanccs in liturgical thinking. since

the War, among Christians of manY
different denominations. It has also
been pointcd out, in the light ol'this
slow btrt widespread revolution' that
those Churches who have been fore-
most in revising their liturgies may
find that the task which they thought
completed, at least for manl' .vears to
come, is in fact only just beginning'

Not that the Provinces of Canterbury
and York have been inactive in the
meanwhile. The set-back caused by
the rejection in the House of Commons,
of thL Revised PraYer Book of I 928

the idea of revision, and to take note
of more recent trends in liturgical
thinking.

Liturgical Commission
In 1954 the ArchbishoPs of Canter-

br.rry and York set up, at the. request
of 

-the 
Convocations, a Liturgical

Commission to consider and rePort
upon all matters ol liturgical concern
referred to it bY the ArchbishoPs.

In the course of the twelve years of
its existence, the Liturgical Commission
has considered and published proposals
for revised forms of BaPtism and
Conflrmation, the Catechism and the
Psalter. Theie have been debated in
Convocation and the Church Assembly,
and varions constructive criticisms have

from competent
Y in resPect of the
Ptismal rites. The



the oublication, at thc crtd ol
Dccemhcr, 1965, of a sct'ies ol
Altelnative ltt:,inrs ['-'r ],4orning ar.rd

orescntccl 1o lttttl c,,tl.idcr'.'d h" tlle
tlouvoclrtirrlts l.ttrtl Hr'ust' rrl Laiil'
to test tlrc opiniorl .'l ciergy arld

laity alike and, blt inlbrmed debate,

s..k to discor-er' hcl*'. if at all, the
11'

oI

t:
Services. recotnnrended by tl:e Arch-
bishcp. These consist for the lr1ost part
ol vaiiants fuom the Book of Cornmon
Praver proposed in 1928, and already
widcly used in many churches. This
scherire is knol't't lls AlterrraIive
Services- F irsl Sel'ics (the rlrore rudical
and rnore itltcrestillg rclision is known
as Altclnatiie Serriccs- Seconcl Serics),
ancl its pLri'pose rvolrld irpllear to be to
obtain legal silncLiorl for w'hat hirs bcen

lairly u'idcsprcail prrtctice l-trr ttlore than
tl-riny ycars.

Ttieic motlcst rnodificiLtions arc to L'c

sanctionetl only by nvo-thirds nrajorities
in the Cor-rvocations arlcl tlle Hottse ol
Lait1, ' criocls
not ex ltch a

servicc llarish
u,ith t ochial
Church Coune il."

Br-rt long bclor-e theil. one ho1-rcs,.tbe

Cor-nn'rission's bolde r and nrorc itntrgirla-
tivc approacl'r r" ill har e begLrn to bear
fruit.

END

Ask God for his protcction agair:st all that
destroys thc siLrlctiiy of Iltrnlan life.

Thanl< God thrt sull'ering, pairl lncl
nelscclrl.iott iitn be tllu nlcJqs ul duL'puning

bur kno,r leJgc ol ,;,. fitrrl ,rl Iorc.

Praise God thilt iho\c \\ll(j:lle lrLll)
cirlletl b-r' ltitl clttt u ithstiltttl the itrllttcnccs
ol intlilfcrcncu. lllatcrialism antl ficklcncss.

The Rev. R. P. FLINDALL

Read the collect and ask, read the
eoistle and eive thanks, read the gospel
,ld orris. CTod. Let God speak through
voul thousht in reading the PraYer
'Book colieit, epistle and gospel for the
week.

The Circumcision of Our Lord
(Jlnuary I )

Ask God for thc strength to obey' his rvill
in till things, even thotrgh it mcan sacrificc
ancl sclf-tlcnial.

Thank God tlrat thc ct'oss of Jestrs gives all
n.rcn acccss to the Fathcr throtrgh the Holy
Spirit and the fellou'sJrip ol his Church'

Praise God that thc child Jesus, true to his
name, has brougl.rt nbortt out salvation'

Epiphany I (Janr-LarY E1

Ask God for that knori'lc.lge rvhich makcs
t-,a ,tn or" of ottr neecl fo t his grace ant-l

pL)\\ er.

Thank God thal or-lr boclies mu1'be ttsccl as a

rr'orthv suct'ificc to Gocl, tlnd as il contri-
bution to thc tilc o1'his ChLrrch.

Praise God thrlt thc child Jestrs sarv rvitllin
hir-lscli il \ ()c.rttot1 r.lf cotrlplete obcdience
to thc \\ ill Lrl Ctrcl.

Epiphany 2 1Jx1111x1'r' l5)

Ask God lirr l'crlcc ln thc knoslecige-

i ii t,"ing tlrc crer,tirr iln!i sLtstainer of
creatlon.

Thank God tllilt thc Christian life
enlenclcrs love. hospitality, faith and con-
ccrn for the lcs' iartunttte.

Praise God that Jesus revear,ed his trr-re

iaentitl ro thinking people, in unmistakeable
signs and acts.

Septuagesi ma (Janr-rarY 22)

Ask God for deliverance ftom thc con-
sealuences of otrr ill condlLcted Iives'

Thank God that he gives Lls a purpose tn

titc an.t thc singlerless of lnintl to attain it'

Praise God that Chlistiirn service is not
Incr'rsrrrccl ill tcrms ()l'tillrc and trouble, but
in light intcnIion.

Sexagesima ( IanLrarY 291

ol
all



books worth

The Rev. Leslie Timmins

\T7HEN WE LOOK DOWN
YY the ptrblishers'Iists in rhese

days, we might sometimes be par-
doned for thinking that we suffer
from a surfeit of surveys.

Statistics galcre-that is the cry of
a church in turmoil. We agottise over
membership retllrns, numbers of com-
municants, the drop in numbers of
those who offer-or do not offer-for
ordination.

A survey which has been recentlY
completed, however, gives some hope
that we can look furtl-ier than the
cold flgures and see what might come
of all this re-aplrraisal.

It is "Urban Churches in Britain"
(Lutterworth Press. 21s. and 25s.
cloth bound) and it has been com-
piled by Dr. K. A. Busia, the
distinguished sociologist fror:n Ghana.
Dr. Busia, during the Nkruhma
regime, was erjled in England, and he
undertook this survey on behalf of
the World Council of Churches. It
is of especial interest, for here we
have a Christian rvho is the prcduct
of African culture looking at the
Western urban scene, and he brings
to his inspection a detachment and
an insight which is refreshing indeed.

The usual masses of figures are
here, of course. The frequentlY
quoted figure of 10 per cent. of the
population at worship drops to 8 in
the area of Birmingham which Dr.
Busia and hjs team surveyed. The
sheer wastage of man-hours in the
work of the ministry of the churches,
and not enough time for study, is
made painfully clear by sorne of his
statistical tables.

The average congregations are small
indeed-not more than three assem-
blies lor rvorship can produce more
than a hundred people at any one
time. The introversion of church life
is made obvious, botli from reactiotts
from outside the church, as from
rvithin.

All this is familiar enough. What is

new about this book is the waY in
which Dr. Busja has prcduced his
own comment on the sitttatiou. He
hints at the means by which church
life in this land could be revitalised.

The role of the laity in the church
is discussed. Too often clergy are
regarded as the perscnal possession
of the congregation of the faithful-
sheepdogs, you might say, not shep-
herds.

On Unity: there is as great a

theological problem in disunity be-
tween ages, races, social attitudes,
and language as there is in the
division between the denominations,
so Dr. Busia thinks. There is a work
of reconciliation to be done here also.

One other point: while the funda-
mentalists in the churches he surveyed
have ccme to terms with an a.ttitude
towards the Bible, yet this apprcach
often leads them away from inrolve-
ment in social ar,d political questions.
For those who don't accePt such a

view of scripture, the rcading of the
Bible is minimal ; no longer the
"food'' ol the ChLrrclt ts ,'t'ice it \\'as.

"The strongest impies:icn that the
evidence lcaves cn m,r- n-,.ind," sa1's Dr.
Bnsia, "is not that the Churches are
irrelevant, but that thel' lack the
boldness born of conriction and
faith; the,v seem unable to take
dtastic steps a\\a)'from the apparent
security of established traditions to
meet new situatious."

Not jrrelerant. but curiously impo-
tent, and suffeling from loss of nerve.

Can lve come to knor,v ourselves
etlectirely enough to change?

readi
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Psatrms antl form a choir to teach them to

serve others better this year than last ?

What can we do for others so that \\'e

may love them with Christ's love?
';But Christian service is not onll'

rvork or action like collecting for
refugees or digging old people's gar-

dens. There is also witness; showing
our friends whY we do the strange
things our Christian faith asks of us.

Writl an article on whY the Youth
Club visits the local Children's Home

Church friends in local schools.
What about a Christian Education

Movement branch in yor'tr school in
1967'.!

Church can adoPt and tr1'. and work
out. I hope 1'ou'11 have a try at some.

Best lvishes for the Nerv Year.

q"r,"J q't/tfl
v _-v

/t'/'

Dear vicar . Dear us

IT That ought our church to be
YV specia!"ly dcing this 1'ear? ,Can

we make some gcorl New Year
resoluticns for the Yicar to carry cut?

t think he might rePlY something
like this:

Thank you for Your letter, but
vou whc have sent me Your New
Vear Chtrrch rcsclutions are rather
late. The Christran Year began on
Advent Sunda1,, four weeks before
Christmas. That is lvhen we started
to begin again in the Church, to PraY
that God would stir us uP, tha-t we

shoulcl wake ilP io receive Jesus'

comins lrot itLst ils at the first
Christiles but a.r ell occasions and

right dorvn into 1967.
""Anci -ihen you see, your resolutions

for the Church are not only late, They
are addressed to the wrong person!
I am not the Church, nor is the
Bishop, nor is our beautiful old
building: you and /, all of us here

who beliei,ie in Gcd, are the Church'
So what sha1l we do in 1967 ? Church
New Yeat resolutions ?ura ottt united
New Year resolutions !

Churcir Missionary Society's new
headquarters, with its marvellous
Chapel. Can rve straPe our Church
more like this ?

"Can we liven up our services this ycar

rvith nerv rmusic? Perhaps ttre young people

of the parish coultl Iearn the Gelineau
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held in various Private houses'*'-.. -.- 'In 1957, after StePPingMary Andere writes ot.t :

FR{}IU THE SHAD(IWS

aiong
aPital
King
Fund

enabled the Club to move
to iIS Dresent quarters-
a larqe'ho'.rse in its own

resoons ibilities begin'-itre 
Club was ltrmcd bY volunteer



frequently, it has itsell proclucecl. To
bc accepted is to becomc once more
integrated into the mainsti'cam of life;
to be able to draw upotr th;rt life and
coniribute tolvards it, to feel pari cf
a whole, no longer unwanted, ttseless,
rejected Remembering that we are
"accepted in the Beloved," Christians
particularly should understaLncl this
fact, and do what they can to help
this work.

The CltLb is responsible for its own
finances, raising funds through the
various articles its groups make. 'The

very fact of bcing able trr contribr-Lte
to the successful mnrriirg ol their
Club has a theraperLtic vaiue. The
self-respect which is so ofien lost in
mental sickness is frequently regaired
by this means.

Stepping Stones is a prototype,
but it is to be hoped that many such
clubs will spring up all over the
country to meet the real need there is
for this method of rehabilitation.

L-.tt"azit<r-rza-tct

Ye call Me Mal<er, and obey Me not,
Ye call Me Light, and see l'1e not.
Ye call |4e Way, and tal<e iYe not.
Ye call Me Life, anC desire ['1e nct.
Ye call Me Vy'ise, and follow Me not.
Ye call Me Fair, and love l''1e not
Ye call Me Rich, and a: < l'le not.

Ye call Me Eternal, and seek Me not,
Ye call Me Gracious, and rrusr l"1e not,
Ye call Me Noble, and serve Me not.
Ye call Me lYighty, and honor r Me not.
Inscripriott in Lubeck Carhedttl

Party Bonnets for children's parties

synthctic or butter crearn (plitced jn a small plping
bag wittr nozzle). 6 ice crearr kups (firrr) 6 large
flat round biscuits to place uucler l(ups. 1l curriuls
(for eyes). 6 snlirll strips ol angeljca (ior roses)
6 half chcrries (for mouths).

Makc four bonnets with the apple and
orange halr,es by pipirtg with cleam; make
another two bonnets by placing one small
biscuit on each of the flat mediurn biscr-Lits
and piping a ribbon of cream round the
join, "boater" stYle.

Remove the ice eream fi-om kups b1'

rolling thc cartons between the palms of the
hands, inverting ancl pusl-ring flom the base
of the carton- Place the kup on a iat'ge
biscuit and use ihe cnrrants, angelica and
cherries for e1'es, nose and mouth. Place
the bonnets on the ''heads" and serve at
once.

'-:7,'.:ra !i>afjlr)

Self Dignity
Christiars agree that every individual

shorril ieel the sense of his own worth. To
hr c1': ilcircn get poise and self dignity
\l \Ie1'en at Ail Saints' Church,
I ianapolis, seeks to do this r*rith a ballet
c s for 50 chilciren. Not al1 make a good
shoq jng to begin rl'ith I



-Hinton 
lflaldrist. To Roy Jones and Leonard Porter on ringing a

hundred. doubles methods to a peal.-*--ih. ;tr;; and friends from N. Hinksey had.a..very enioyable tour

of the Fairf&d ,.." of the Cotswolds in a dormobile, driyel by Baiph
P;.*;. 

- 
'X,. *"r. pleased to welcome Geoff Dodd of Highclere, Hants'

andhisparty.berl3th.Quarterpealshavebeen
io.rg ,t Mur. Marston ringers also took part in
a quarters at since the war) a1{ Faringdon'

' !7e wish /ery success in their new sphere' Our

g.",.iui tfr."tr to Fred Smith for hii help ove_r the .years, especially in
'tgS1-g when the rower was at its lowest eb-b. Many ringers will be grate-

fui ro Fred. for his unselfishness and assistance. To Garth Pcrter we say

;.-il;y-i fa.ewell " and wish him every. success^at Lou-:hb;1ough

tniu.irity.' (They have a light ten at the foundry and 30 cwt. " 8 " in the

town !).
Vacancies are available for anyone wishing to learn bellringlng.

MEALS ON WHEELS
els Service for Old Marston has been
ilable for cooking the meai, and at
esire and a need for it. The most
ivers who will do PerhaPs a week's
ne who w^ll act as SecretarY for the

tntary, tremendously worthwhile-and
awaits the reader cf this magazine, or anyone else who will-TAKE THE
jCg OX. Will you ? If so,-please apply to Mrs. R. Haynes, Cross Farm'

Old Marston.

MARSTCN BR.OWNIES
2nd Marstcn Brown:es held a successful sale of work on N1ondi1"

:lst Oiiober when f,26 5s.0d. was raisedfor Brownie Funds. Brown Cwl

*""fJ ilf.. to rhank all who helped in anyway. Well done Brownies i and

tt r"t yo" too for your donatioir cf f,5 towards Gifts at our St. I'J-cholas-

tiae SJrvice and 15 towards the flower stand which will be placed in the

Chapel.

TIIANKS
our thanks go to all who helped to make the over 60's Chri-trnas

party such a happiy occasion once again and particularly to NIrs.,!7eeks at
; rri. jrir. n"si.ti" for a most generous donation rvhich she had collected

tcwa.d"s this party. Thank you also to _the Harlow School for an extra

Christmas faity ind entertainment for the Club.

CONGRATULAT{CNS--- C;g;ilGtions to Mr. and Mrs. Horace r\'!'arsh of Rippington Drive

*ho ."1e6.ated their Silver Wedding at Christmas time. Cur gcod wishes

to them and their family for many years to ccme'

STOP PR"ESS :-- -cotrg.utulations 
to Simon Porter, son of t\lr. and Mrs. Robert Porter

of Salfoid Road, who, at 16 years old has hit the national headlines,_ by

being the youngest student .r.. to be admitted to st. Edmund Hall, when

fr. t?gi", 'next"Cctobe.. Simon is.a ggc.d all-rounder, and played cricket

i"; hi: school first eleven. $7e wish him every success in his future
career.



Nov.

Dec.

Nov. 26.

19.
24.

8

HOLY BAPTISM
Alison Tane Harris, 15

c;.;"citd';;J-A',ti- t- ington'

Kevin Douglas R.oberts,

Susan Ann ltra:.:r:ts, 42 Mill Lane'
i6io,'ii;;i,bi',iia rt .t u"a Salv Rosemanrv Elizabeth Hook'

23 Fairfax Avenue.

Gordon Tames Baker, 2 Gladstone Road, Headington Quarry'
Tane Sarlh Ward, 38 Pitts Road.-Roben 

A.lan Vard, 2 Fairlax Avenue'

IN MEMORIAM
Agnes \Uithers.
Margaret Weston'

Ernest Edward Allen.

HOLY MATRIMONY
Derek Frank Ames and Petula Julia Margarite Digweed'

PARISH CALENDAR _ JANUARY
FESTIVAL OF THE CIRCUMCISION -OF - 

OTIR LORD
^CifzuStr\lAil.. -Sirri..i-ur-f* ** Ist Sunday in the month with

p.m.
i.l5 a-^. HolY Communion'

ion Prayer Groip, 8 p'm' qt 4 Hadow Road'
iI. s6rui.et-^-'ior'the 3rd Sunday in the month with

Fam
Wed FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY begins'

/.1>7.45 Hall "Round tn' 
"Tiioaa."r.

Friday. 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion with special intention for the

sick and the " laYing on of hands'''
S;i;;a;y.---Pr.,v r""t rt. 

^ri"Jttgatten 
and Nurserv Sundav Schootrs'

(No Holy BaPtism).

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA

Mothers' Union by kindness of Mrs' Green'
Mrs. Bing.
Miss Lodge.
Mrs. Kensington.
Miss J. Finch.
LENT BEGINS,
EASTER DAY. The Misses Warburton

Ian. 1

4

,, 8'

,, 11

,, 15'

,, lE'

'rn

u 2l'
))
)1

)<

)q

Jatt.

Feb.

Mar.

8.
15.
22.
,o

5.
8.

26



CHURCH G LOCAL CLUBS, SCCIETIES, ETC.

CHURCH
Bell R.ingers. Sec.: Mr. A" Gammon, 50 Oxford Road.
Brownies, Brown Owl: Mrs. N. Edmonds, 10 Ashlong Road.
Choir. Choirmaster : Mrs. E. M. Garner, 31 Oxford Road.
Cubs. Leader : Mr. I. Brough, 7 \Tindsor Crescent, Old Marston.
Girl GuiCes : Captain : Mrs. J. Clarke, 30 Cavendish Drive.
Farish Magaziae : Sec. : Mrs. & Miss Finch, " Stanmoter" Boults Lane.
.i\{.others' {Jnion. Enrolling Member : Mrs. R. Vernede, The Manor

Horse, Old &4lrston.
Paroctrial Cirurch Cocurcil. Sec. : Mrs. M. Harlow, Fir Tree llouse,
Oxford Road.
Scouts. Scout Master :

G.S.M. : Mr. V. Furber, 42 Cavendish Drive, Old Marston
St. Nicholas' Fellowship. Sec, : Miss E. Waiburton, Cross Cottage,

Old Marston.
Young Wives Group. Group Leader: Mrs. B. Sleightholm, 72 Oxlord

Road. Secretary : Mrs. R. B, W'ells, 14 Raymund Road.
Youtfr Fellowship. Secretary : Miss Lindsay Dunkley, 4 Hadow RoaC,

New Marston.

LGCAL
St. Nicholas' Art Group. Sec. : Mr" B. Davis, 56 Elms Drive.
Nlotme:rt Association. Sec. : Mr. R. Bowen, 135 Oxford Road.
tsritish Legion. Maiston & District Sec. : Mr. F. Thornpson, 5 Temple

Street, Oxfo:d.
The Marston Ptrayers. Mrs. Yates, Boults Lodge, Boults Lane, Old

Marston.
Over 60's Club. Sec. : Mrs. J Yates, Boults Lodge, Boults Lane.

Treas. : Mrs. W. Tomlinson, 35 Oxford Road.
Patish Council. Chairman : Mr. Rumbold. 8 Beechey Avenue.
Teacher-Parent Association. St Nichotas County Primary School.

Mr. J. Sparrowhawk, 23 Ashio:rg Road.
Teacher-Farent Association. O1d Marston S/M School.

Mr. G. Balisdon, 15 Cromweil C1ose.

Women's Insiitute" Mrs. M. Ilarlow, Fir Tree House, Oxford Road.

USEF'UL XNFORMATION
District Nurses, 6 Bioughton's Close, Old Marston. Tel. Odord 44417.

Infant Ifelfare Clinic : The Village Hall, Thursdays 2-4 p.m.
Library : The Village Hall, Old Marston

Adults Tuesday, 3 to 5 p.m.; 5.30 to 7.30 p.rn.
Thursday, 3 to 5 p.m. ; 5.30 to 7.0 p.m.
Friday, 3 to 6.30 p m.

Children : Monday, 3 to 5.15 p.m. ; \ff/ednesday, 3 to 5.15 p.m.
Over 60's Club. St. Nicholas Church Hall, Mondays at 2.45 p.n.
Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths : St. Nicholas' Church Hall,

Elsfield Road, Old Marston. Thursdays 4 to 4.30 p.m.
Village Hall" AII Bookings to Mr. Rumbold, 8 Beechey Avenue, Old

Marston.
St. Nicholas' Church Hall and Committee Room. All Bookings to N{iss

O. J. Lodge, The Flat, 15 Mil1 Lane, Old Marston.
Nursery School. All enquiries to :- The Village Hall during school

hours.



DIRECTORY
We hope all readers will patrolise the shops advertised in this

Directory where excellent service is assured :

Bab #::1 :Tr::: re' 63846

Bab ."...'..'.'TeI' 4145I
Butchet (High Class) :--*V.-i. -$liite (Marston; Lrd-, 17 SaHord Rd, Old Marston"'Tel' 43L77

Chemist:-* 8. G. Oliver (Oxford) Ltd", 11 Old Marston Rd', Marston" "Tel' 43824

Christian Book Centre ;---'!?^ sT. Ci.*""i'. Street, oxford . .. " '""""TeL' 47567

Coal Distributor :--*D*;fil-L.M"s. !{rharf, o>dord..".'.'... ....'"'Tel" 4242L

Dairy, Pony Road, ItrorsPath Road,
Tel" 7734L/2

Church Old Marston. ....Tel. 48813

.................Tet. 42126

General }trousehold, Wallpaper and Paints' Paraffin
anl " King Kole " Delivery Serr-ice :

42757

Tel. 42716

il9668

TeI. 47191

Sinroi;n.7 Salfurd Road. ()l.l \1ar'ton.
:erv Provis:on: anJ O'd Marslon Por'r O.hce:Grocery Pr_ovis:ons- an{ Orc!
I-.'g. H. Hayle, Oxford Road, Old Marston Tel

grnilsry Engineer:
A. T. \7aIton. ,

Hairdresslng :

Ladies' & Gent's :- - 
S. f. Greenaway, 402 Marston Road, Odord ' """"'Tel" 48726

J4tdl y !u5ru!er ."*A.i.-\(/'^1ton, A.M.Inst.B.E., r Beechey Ave', Old Marsron"'Tel' 47107

Taxi -- Car Hire (Long or Short Journeys) :

- 
'Cu. ffir.i (Lo*rg o" Shoit Journevs) : 

-
Marsion Taxi'Servlce, Mr. & Mrs- Leach,

Wavy Line Grocerieq Pro-visio+: and Frozen.'t'o9$: i, --^,
i."iril" t"c ru-ifi;n;S;H*d Stor"r, 15 Salford Road "'"!rel' 43174

Oliver & Son (Oxford) Ltd

Drivine School :

" Lionel " School of Motoring, R.A C., I.A.M',
l2 Cotswold Crescent" Old

Fish and Porltry, GreengrocerY and

Florists & Nurserymen. Wreaths, Cross
W. -s. & N(. G. R.obbins, 66 BotleY

Funeral Director :


