
&ffis&oru me s
parish

Itlo. t 66

c$turch of st.

Priee 3p.

nicholas
SHCEMBEM

Iil
:t$

i&k &

*

i
s
I
d

i}
&

r

,.J$

*.*
.,

?'.



ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH - OLD MARSTON

Yicar and Rural Dean of Cowley: Rev. Paul N. R'immer, M'A'
I1 Elsfield Road, Old Marston. Tel.: 47034.

Rcader: Mr, W. H. Saumarez Smith, O.B.E., M.A, Bishop's Wood End,
Cuddesdon.

Parish Worker : Miss O. J. Lodge, 5 Elsfield Road, Old Marston'
TeI. : Oxford 47956.

Vicar's Warden: Mr. V. C. Cardy, 110 Staunton Road, Headington, Odord'
TeL : 61116'

Peopte'r Warden: Mr. A. \F. Sidebottom, Melandra, Old Road, Shotover,- Oxford. Tel. : Oxford 62654.

Secretary of the P.C.C.: Mrs. M' Harlow, Fir Tree House, Old Marston'

Organisl : Mrs. E. A. Garner, " Barn Gates," 31 Oxford Rd', Old Marston.
Tel. : Oxford 41888.

SUNDAY SERVICES

I{oly Communion: 8 a.m.

Parish Cornmunion: l0 a.m. New Communion Service (followed by Coffee
in Church Hall).

Evening Prayer and Sernoon : 6.30 p.m.

HoIy Baptism: Second and Fourth Sun-days of the-month at 3 p.m. ualess
otherwise announced. Notice must be given.

Holy Matrimony : Banns to be given in at the Vicarage.

WEEKDAY SERVICES

Holy Communion: W'ednesdays and Saints. Days at 7.15 a.m.- 
3rd Friday at 10.30 a.m. with Laying on of Hands for sick.
Ancl at other times, as announced. (See Notice Board)'

The Daily Services of Morning and Evening Prayer^are qsually s-1i-d each.day
ar 7.15 a.m. and 5.15 p.m. (except on Saturdays). 'Wednesday:

Moming Prayer is at 9:15 a'm' but it is advisable to cons'"rlt the
notice board in the Church Porch.

CHURCFI OR.GA}.IISATIONS AhID T,IEETINGS :

Children's Instruction : Confirmation School and Crossbeaiers, i0 a.m. in
Church Hall. lst Sunday in month - Parish Communion.

K.G. and Juniors : Sundays, 11.15 a.m.
Nursery : Sundays, 11.15 a.m. in Mortimer HaIl.

Mothers' Union: 4th Tuesday. 7.45 p.m.

Young Wives Group : Alternate Wednesdays, 7.45 p.m. in Church Hall.

BelLringers ; Practice Night - Friday nights, 7.45 p,m.

Browni€s : Mondag 6 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.

Girl Guides: Mondan 7.30 p.m. in Scout Headquarteis'

Cubs : Tuesday & Thursday, 6.15 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.

43rd St, Nicholas' Scomt Troop: Friday, 7.15 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.

As the covers are priated in advance you are advised to consult the

Notice Board in the Church Porch, in case of alteration of times.



Chiidren.
6.30 p.m.
Monday.
Tuesday. of St' Andrew' Headington'

'Wednesda
over 6o's er HalI'

5 P.m. to 8.30 P.m'
7.45 o.m. Si.'Ni;h;lr;t-Vives Grou.p meet.in Church Hali'
t '1r v'zl" ""'A 'Chti;i*r, -bir.t"t.;f 

Music, recipes, decoration and

PreParation for Christmas'
ADVENT iII.^ 8 u'-. Holv Communion'
10.0 a.m. The Parish Coramunion'

accommodation.

-- 28. Tuesdav. Holy Innocents' Day'','. 29. \Wednesday. 7'15 a.m. Holy Communion'

HOLY BAPTISM

ALTAR FLOWER RO?'A

Dec. 5th-Mrs. M. Harlo';r. Christmas Flowers-Mrs' Halnes'
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VICAR'S LETTER
Derr Friends,

December is an eventful month for the parish, beginning with the
Patrcnrl Festival on Sunday, December 5th and enCing with the Christ-
mas Festival.

Please make a special efiort to come ar on, Sat-
u&y, Decernber 4ti in the Scout Itrall aid of the
Chd"L Overseas, and in response to the ten maior
missionary societies.

The'Parish Communion at the Patrc 5th at
10 a.m. provid.es us with an opportunity to dedica-

riil;T o-ur time and talents iri 
-the 

service o special
service following at 11.15 a.m. for Parents and Children, at which toys
are brought for poorer children.

On Ltrdstrnis Day Radio Oxford is broadcasting-our Family--Se'rvice'
at l1 a.m., and this wili be followed by an informal link-up at the Vicarage
afterwards.

Vicqr & Rural Dean.

CIIRISTT{AS BAZAAR IN AID OF CHURCH OVERSEAS
Date : Saturday, December 4th. Time : 2.30 p.m-
Place : Church Hall and Scout Hut.

We shall be gtateful for gift
sweets, home-made jams, etc.
for the bottle stall. Clothes a

Christmas gifts. Home-made
Stall.

Any or all of these articles may be
54 Cherwell Drive; Mrs. Lessiter, 63
Oxford Road; B. G. Oliver's, Old M
Drive.

V/E RELY ON YOUR HELI' AND SUPPORT
FOR TIIE CHURCH OVERSEAS.
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UInffidow
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reatlers we

Ghristmas in
the doldrums
by James D. Ross

I have spent some rum Christmases,
but the one lvhose memorY I am
inclined to try and lose more than
most is the Christmas I sPent as a

lvidower.
That rvas a greY and foggY sort of

Chri
then
wes
mas'

Bereavement is a bit like conva-
Iescence, and I u,as in an advanced
state of convalescence that Christmas.
The wife I had spent the previous
seventeen Christmases with had gone

-whisked a\\ay by one massive,
totally unexpected heart attack in less
time than it takes to smoke a cigarette.
It was a bit like an amputation. One
moment the limb was there-the next
it was gone. One moment the wife
was there-the next she had gone. In
either case I suppose there is the
same sort of feeling of deprivation-
mutilation even. And with this mutila-
tion comes emptiness-the most
achingly real consequence of bereave-
ment, and one which has to be dealt
with. It is a chasm which stretches out
from waking to sleeping, and which

Nativity stained glass window, Swanage. . . - --photo; Keith E/lis ARPS
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seems too formidable ever to be
filled. Yet-it must be filled!

into the immediate world of the living.
That world rvhich, for those with
enough faith to look for it, embraces
both the rhaterial rvorld in which we
exist from day to day, and the unseen
world to which death is the only door.

For this is at the heart of bereave-
ment, and this ultimately is the test
ofa faith: to stand firm in the desola-
tion of human loss and say-'I know
that I am not alone! I do not know
how, when or rvhere-such terms are
meaningless-but I knorv that my
Redeemer, and my love, is alive!'

This is the test of real, lasting
recovery from bereavement-whether
one can emerge a wiser, more adult
person, or 'just get over it'. A lot
ofpeople do just that: they'get over it'.
The emptiness fills, after a fashion.
The amputation heals, more or less
cleanly. The pain dies, the memory
fails, the face, voice and being which
were once an integral palt of one's
whole life, blur and recede. They get
over it-more or less.

Emotional tangle

That Christmas eight years ago I
had more or less got over my own
bereavement, but the prospect of
facing Christmas was awful-frighten-
ing. It was sure to be the most feartul
wallow in nostalgia. Self-pity lurked
behind every card, every present,
every window-display, every carol-
Lord, carols were the end, they could
really bring the fogs of gloom down
with a thump !

And the devil of it is that you u,alk
between tlvo stools when you are in
178

this state of convalescent bereave-
ment. Part of you 

. 
knows .that . 

you
must cover up emotions and feelings,
because it's tough on family and
friends for someone to keep on wear-
ing the
another
well, iu
are 'no
then they are
openl they are

bieak lishman's
tradit Heads I
win, tails you lose: but one surely can
get into an emotional tangle at times
of personal crisis.

Especially at Christmas.

Gale of reality
I was warden of a retreat and con-

ference house that particular Christ-
mas, and a sort of bored melancholy
settled on me early on Christmas
Eve. My staff all deserved either
medals or haloes for the rvay they
coped with me-I couldn't have been
easy, but they rode it. But a most un-
Christmassy fog hung around the
whole place.

It was broken Christmas morning.
A neighbour-a big, burly Yorkshire-
man who never ivent to any church
and whose religious beliefs, if anY,
I had never fathomed-barged into
the kitchen where we were all drinking
coffee.

And with a gale of reality blowing
through the kitchen, I got it down
me!



POLLUTION
OF
THE MIND
by Dr. C. K. N. Bardsley,
Bishop of Coventry

Much is said and written these days
about the environrnental problems
the next generation will have to face
as a result of growing urbanisation,
and the spoiling and pollution of our
countryside.

There is no doubt about the truth
of this, but to my mind there is
another problem facing youth which
is more immediate: that of pollution
of the mind by pornographic and
obscen€ publications, films and plays
and other deliberate attempts to
debase and pervert all moral standards.

There are encouraging signs that a
growing number of people are a*'are
ofthese dangers, and are only seeking
a lead to become articulate about
them. Earlier this year I launched an
attack on pornography and obscenity
in an address to my Diocesan Synod,
and as a result I have received a very
large number of letters from people
who applaud my words and clearly
feel a sense of relief that I spoke as I
did. The majority rvho wrote were
parents, deeply concerned and anxious
about the society in which their
children are grorving up.

The real enemy

It is most important that we are
clear about who and lvhat our real
enemy is, so that we do not waste our
time and energies on diversionary
skirmishes which leave the enemy
safely entrenched in his fortified
position. If, as one radio listener has
suggested, I was 'protesting about

The long descent photo: Aiox News & Feotures

advertisements for ladies unders'ear
in the Underground', then I should
be wasting my time, but fortunately
I now have ciear evidence that a verv
great number of people are no longer
under-estimating the dangers to
uhich I was referring.

To help in facing reality I commend
a book r,r hich has been published
since I spoke. It is a paper-back
entitled Trousered Apes, by Douglas
Williams, a Professor of Literature
at Marshall University, U.S.A.
The gist of the book is that when
a man loses a sense of his orvn
dignity or purpose, and he has no
faith in anything, he is no more than

men cease to aspire to the ideal, the
good, to self-restraint-whether in
ihe arts or in their lives-they do not

the
tin
sion
ions
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of the totally self-centred life: sex,
violence and insanity.'

What we see happening today is
not just a passing phase. If it were, we
would not need to be too anxious. The
truth is that we have reached the
bottom, the end of a long descent; but
now, if 'we have the courage, we may
begin to face facts and see the cause
of our condition-the long process of
decline since man first began to
believe he could do without God.

Like animals

At the end of the descent is despair,
and at this point those who have
no faith, no belief in anything but
man-that he is no better than an
animal-hate those rvho possess faith,
and that hatred manifests itself in
glorifying what is base and degrading,
and in ridiculing what is good and
uplifting. They cannot rest until they
have dragged down others to their
own level. To prove their thesis
that man is no higher than other
animals they encourage him to behave
as one, and to give full vent to all in
him that is animalistic, and moreover
to do so in the belief that this is the
way to freedom and self-fulfilment.

To achieve their ends the perverters
must capture the younger generation,
and in this they are supported by
those who are attracted by oppor-
tunities for making money. The drug
pusher is one of the worst examples.
Hitler showed the world how youth
can be captured by persuading them
that evil ends are, in fact, good. When
the foundations of society are shaken

-as they were in Germany between
the Wars, and as they are in the West-
ern world now-the resulting confu-
sion can be exploited by those of evil
intent, unless those who believe in
honour, truth and the things of God
hold fast and refuse to compromise.

When a man rejects established
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standards and invents his own, chaos
results; as it would if shopkeepers
decided for themselves what consti-
tutes a pound of butter or a yard of
material. Without any commonly
accepted standards, anarchy prevails.

Faced with such a situation we
must take all possible steps to protect
ourselves and our children, as far as

we can, from these things which
corrupt the mind and destroy the
character of those whom they touch,
by way of books, magazines, plays,
films and other mass media. I have
already taken steps to enlist the sup-
port of the Church in my diocese, at
parish and diocesan levels, to combat
those threats by channelling protests
against activities calculated to debase
or pervert, in particular, films, plays
or publications exhibited or distribu-
ted in the place rvhere we live; by
making representations to local au-
thorities and education leaders con-
cerning those activities; and to make
representations, if necessary, to Par-
liament through our elected M.Ps.
To co-ordinate this I have set up a

committee of men and women who,
as parents, teachers and youth leaders,
are concerned about our young people
and want to give them a chance to
live a creative and healthy life.

Overcoming corruption

Finally-and this is vital-we must,
each of us, constantly maintain our
own Christian standards, revealing in
our private and public lives our belief
in the pledged rvord,.in honest deal-
ing, in generous giving to those in
need, in devoted service, in tolerance

dream,



FRAN KLY SPEAKING

The true
heritage
by the Editor

Last year it was reckoned that {x
per man, woman and child lvere spent
on Christmas preparations and cele-
brations. This year, despite rising
prices and unemployment, it will
probably be greater.

A 'Happy Christmas', supported
on the shoulders of a flood of food,
drink and presents, seem to be the lot
of the majority. Blessed are the
'Haves', for their bellies shall be
fi11ed.

Tucked away among this mass of
affluence, heart-breaking and hidden

-except 
among the high unemploy-

ment areas-is the minority of those
who will certainly not be able to
spend {x on their Christmas prepara-
tions, or, indeed, even Y pence!

They will not have turkeys and
scotch, yule logs and slvish gifts from
their fond husbands and families,
because some of them have no families
and all of them have very, very little
money.

Growing army
They are the 'Have-nots' of our

society: the old-age pensioners; the
social and economic failures; the
outcasts, the unrvanted and the lonely
whose one shelter will be a Salvation
Army hostel. And the unemployed.
That army of ordinary citizens which
monthly grows into a greater army.

These, and many others, rvill not
indulge in the seasonal spending
orgy, will not plan parties, will not

receive masses of presents, and wiil not
plaster their cheerless living rooms
with dozens of Christmas cards.

Their Christmas will be rather
quieter, infinitely less ostentatious.
and, I believe, ten thousand times
closer to the heart of God than the
more sumptuous Christmas which
most of us will have.

They, and their like throughout
the world in a score of different
countries, may lack much which,
God forgive us all, they should not
lack. But one thing they will not be
without, whether they know and care
about it or not; rvhile we, immersed
in our Christmas busyness, may miss
it altogether.

Their's will be the true heritage
from that first Christmas morning: the
Spirit of God which entered our
mortality in poverty, in a stable, to
become one of the under-privileged
have-nots.
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Brickbats and bouquets
for a new biography
Kevan Tailby reviews MEMO
FOR A MOVIE, A SHORT LIFE
OF DIETRICH tsONHOEFFER,
by Theodore A. Gill, Sun Press,
{,t.zs.

The life and theology of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer continue to interest and
fascinate many people, and will surely
do so for many years to come. Mainly,
I think, because what we do know of
his thin-king, particularly towards the
end of his life, is so sketchy. Many
will conjecture, ptzzle and suggest
what Bonhoeffer really meant by such
phrases as'religionless Christianity'
and'non-religious interpretation of
Christianity', These statements still
remaln enlgmas.

And here is where this book is un-
satisfactory. On the whole Dr. Gill
opts for the 'secular' understanding
of these fragments, but I cannot help
thinking that this is the wrong
approach, and will be shornn to be so

when 'the secular approach to the
Gospef is no longer fashionable.

Theodore Gill is very dependent on
the biography of Bonhoeffer by Eber-
hard Bethge, and naturally so, it being
so monumental and definitive. But no
mention is made of the book by Mary
Bosanquet who suggested that Bon-
hoeffer was 'made whole, made single,
finally integrated into Christ'; and
that this was the source of his extra-
ordinary serenity in those last terrible
days. Unfortunately Dr. Gill does not
suggest thls possibility.

These strong criticisms having been
recorded, nevertheless an excellent
book remains, one which will con-
tribute much to our knowledge of the
entire Bonhoeffer family. It makes
exciting reading: imaginative, well-

written, unfolding like a film story
and, as the author himself writes:
'This Memo for a Movie was wriften
specifically to introduce movie pro-
ducers and directors to the fascinating
figure of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, in the
hope that an artist among film makers
might be moved to make a true picture
of the man and his significance.'

Some readers may find the unusual
style of Memo for a Moaie difficult,
but after a few pages the story grips
so much that the departure from a

straight biographical style does not
offend.

It is an excellent book in the line of
biographies on Bonhoeffer, and one
which makes a useful addition to the
works by Bosanquet and Bethge.

We certainly need to read, and be
encouraged by, great modern Christ-
ians, and to be stimulated by the
quality of their life and way of think-
ing. Here is one of those Christians.

No.27: ANNUAL
REMINDERS
by Preceptor

The faith of Christians is founded
on knowledge of what Jesus did on
this earth in the first century eo.
So that we shall nevdr lose sight of
this work, the Church has arranged
for us to have a special Calendar.
This Calendar mentions the chief
facts about Jesus every year, and
gives the service of the Church a
special emphasis as the time comes
round for each fact to be stressed.

The Church Calendar is built round
to poge 181

182



Christmas
Crossword
Entry
tnas
Decem
correct, neat entrt
obened on that day
iill receioe a Book
Token for {;. Send
to the Editor, The
V[/indoo, clo A. R.
Mowbral 6 Co Lttl,
The Ald,en Press,
Osney Mead, Oxford,
OXz oEG

ACROSS:
r. Son ofJonathan (6)

4. od (6)
8. t. Paul (6)

ro. in his arms in
the temple (6)

rz. 'He giveth 

- 
like wool' (4)

r3. The Lord is greater than all of them
(+)

15. Son of Gad (f)
r7. Jesse took one laden with bread (3)
19. 'Strive to 

- 
in at the strait gate' (5)

zo. Another son of Gad (5)
zi. Number of men of honest report (5)
24. River (-5)

z7.Let it be without dissimulation (4)
28.'. . ., which 

- 
him ten thousand

talents' (4)

3o. Abram confederate (4)

DOWN:
r. He scourged Jesus (6)
z. He sat in the gate of Sodom (3)

3.'. . . heart, and 

- 
them about thY

neck' (3)

5. Father of Geber (3)
6. Great one ofthe right foot (3)

7. Exercised to discern both good and
evil (6)

9. Number of Commandments (3)

rr. 'Have I need of 

- 
men' (3)

rz. 'The sting of death is -- ' (:)
r4. The spirit of Ahab (f )
16. 'Come now, and let us -- together'

(6)
r8. It had engravings (6)
zz.Wife of Adam (3)
23. Sung in church (5)
,I. Ir, *hi.h the Wlse Men gave their- gifts to the Christ-child (S)

26. 'He came unto his 

-' 
(J)

21. Omega (q)
zg. 'I am the 

-' 
(4)

Solution to Prize Crossword No. 9

ordNo. 7 tras

l'ji,r:"rtxl
ken for One

Pound.
183

1 2
L E

)T
'^1'}c U 5

b

c t \ e
B 9 io

V 4 > -T
\\

I

b
IL

N o
,G o )\

6 I uHIlNs 1 8

I
D
n

9 b
0
n

v/4;-/
u L1

E E N
+ 1A U

.
2A 29

)o

T J
U N T o

< 4 tr
mtt\ B E T H L E H E M fli

)

il

lt



Report from Fleet St.
by Dewi Morgan

Conferences or cabals?

'The days of mammoth denomina-
tional gatherings like Lambeth Con-
ferences and Anglican Congresses is
surely past. They are ecclesiastical
dinosaurs, too slou'ly moving for
the temper of the time and quite un-
able to adapt to a totally new en-
vironment,' rvrote Bishop Ralph Dean
in Conadian Churchman.

There is little doubt that major
conferences have for the most part
lost the freshness rvhich rvas one of
their virtues. Equally there is no
doubt that rising prices (and uhen
will they stop ?) have inflated the cost
of such gatherings beyond all reason.

The onus for proving the value of
any such gathering in the future must
be laid upon those rvho organise them.

BUT . . . let us firmly resist the
suggestion that they can be replaced
by cosy little cabals.

A vita! man

Recently I sarv a list of Australians
lvho have made a mark in this country.

There will be one more to add to
them before long. Bishop Ian Shevill,
u,ho left his vast assignment in North
Qreensland to become General
Secretary of usPG, has already made
his mark in quite a number of places.

In America, as a missioner for
example. He has a wide reputation
there. In any number of missionary
areas, starting with Japan immediately
after the War, he has proved a valued
observer and counsellor.

And now, u,ith quite a lot of years
before retirement, he is in West-
minster.

He arrived at a vital moment. But
he is a vital sorr of man.

LOOKOUT ON FAITH from poge 182

five main events: the birth of Jesus
(Christmas), his suffering and death
(Passiontide and Holy Week), his
resurrection (Easter), his return to
heaven (Ascension Dry), and his
sending of the Holy Spirit to guide,
inspire and strengthen his friends for
all time (Whit Sunday). Each of these
five events has special Bible teaching
given in the church services at the
appropriate time.

This Bible teaching is not only
about uhat happened nearly trvo
thousand years ago. It is also about
the influence that Jesus can have in
the lives of all who believe in him.
The Calendar begins nith Advent,
rvhich not only leads up to the Christ-
mas story but also reminds us of a
future coming of Jesus to judge us all.
Christmas is follorved by Epiphany,
which not only shorvs how Jesus
became widely known in the first
century AD, but also encourages us

184

to make him knolvn now.
Lent leads up to Holy Week with

Good Friday as the climax, but it
does far more than stress the prayer
and sacrifice rvhich Jesus undertook.
It also urges us to shorv the same
kind ofdevotion and unselfishness that
Jesus did. Easter not only speaks of
the rising ofJesus from the dead, but
also of his offering nerv life to men
for ever.

Similarly, Ascension Day and Whit-
sun not only remind us of events
connected uith Jesus centuries ago,
but also of our eternal destiny in
heaven, and of God's daily help as
rve try to live as Christians.

So the Church Calendar is a strong
aid to the faith of Christians. It serves
as an annual reminder not only of
rvhat Christ did once and for all,
but also of rvhat he can do for Christ-
ians and through Christians here
and now u,hen the Holy Spirit is let
loose in their lives.



,A look back photo: A. L. Vincent

Time off for
stocktaking
bv Brian G. Cooper, lecturer in
Siecial Studies afthe Rush Green
Tlchnical College, Rornford

I have always regarded Christmas
as an apt time for stocktaking. Not
in the grocer's sense of counting mY
wares or listing my personal posses-
sions, but in the proper Christian
sense of looking back over the past
twelve months to see where I have
come-and how God has led me.

Of course, it is a fitting thing to do
at this time of the year, with the r97i
calendar about to vanish forever into
the waste-basket. Indeed, that is iust
how it all began-stocktaking,
Christmas and the Church, I mean.
The first Christmas happened because
God had taken stock of the situation
on our planet and decided a ne\\'
divine initiative was called for. Look-
ing back over his somewhat stormy
relationship rvith the chosen people of
Israel, and assessing the *'ider
prospects for the whole human
family, God concluded the old
calendar had outlived its usefulness.

New time-scale
So he threw it away, and put a

new time-scale into man's history: the
year of our Lord.

Likewise in our own lives: charting
the way we have come and seeking
God's new calendar for us, should be a

pattern woven into the very texture of
our Christian discipleship. Easier said
than done, of course, though many
Christians rarely care to admit it. At
this point we all too readily fall prey
to glib phrases and pious clich6s, in a

desperate attempt to camouflage a

deep sense of uncertainty we may
experience. Stocktaking means being

r85



Quietly reioice

instant-quick' ready-to-serve answers

there !

AIways with You

God's trade-mark on it without con-

with vou always'.
Heie I find the clue to ProPer

Christian stocktaking, at this or any
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other time of the Year. Th
vocation is to follow in the
that God is with us' even
ticula his Presence

i""a now, can be

very and clearlY

read his maP.'-F"i *vt6lf' I have thought a lot
about God's providence. and horv we

many Christians at one tlme 0I'

another.

The next stage

new
kne
tort
fall

spectlve.'Isn't that precisely uhat happened

uith God's stocktaking' and. nls

launching of the great Chrsttan
adventuri with the birth of a tseth-

lehem babY?



Emmeline Christie's Page

But for the grace of God
It was Christmas Eve.
Steadily shuffling along in the

darkness on the road from Birming-
ham was a shapeless form which, in
the light of pissing car headlamPs,

could 
-be 

seen to be that of a man.
No one stoDped to offer him a lift.

Some reduced sPeed momcntarilY,
re more
ving the

ainst the
biting wind; he carried no bundle
and his hands were thrust deeP into
the pockets of an old Army greatcoat
tied'at the waist with string. He had,
in fact, nothing,

As he neared the little town and the
street lights beckoned, he seemed to
move a little faster. Each Year he
planned to arrive here, at this time on
Christ-"s Eve. He trudged along

neither to

""'*"fJ",'n';eleven. He
slipped into the porch of the church
likd a shadow, and sank onto the
stone bench in the dark interior.

Presently the inner door opened,
light streamed out, and warmth came
to him. He raised his eyes and at the
far end of the church he could see

with the animals and the figure of
the Christ-child. He nodded to him-
self: yes, it was there. He leaned back,
drinking in the warmth, realising
again how hungry he was, physically
and spiritually.

with them, sung the Christmas songs,

taken the breadind wine, and received
had meant
ould take it

der and he

abed....'
The man nodded, and stood silentlY.

He knew the way. He gave a last-look
back through the open doors of the
church-the church that meant so

much more to him now than it had in
187
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the words he had heard sPoken in an

educated voice must have come from

the bundle of rags moving off in
search of food and rest.

'God bless you,' it had said.
**r<

Christmas pudding
I have used this reiipe for years-it is

lisht and of flavour. Each year we eat

tlie one from the Year before'

Send your
donations todaY!

To: Dr.Barnardo's,'Dept 124, Tanners Lane,
'Barkingside, llford, Essex.

ato rtr 22 0rumsheugh Gardons, Edinburgh tH3 7BP

I enclose a donation fot the wotk Dr Batnatdo's are doing fot childrcn



The Rev. Peter Croft
tackles your questions

Love and baptism

I haae always thought that eoeryone

at death possed, into a spiritual state,
but it seems frora these Biblical quotes

that this is not so : Joshua r r. r r,
Ezebiel 18. 4, Psalm r46. 4, Ecclesias-
tes 9. S-ro. To be saued one musl enter
in at the Straight Gate: Luke ij.
23-24, Matthep Z. r3-r4.Nowhere
does Christ or the early disciples mention
the baptism of infants-faith, baptism
and, looe are needed to inherit eternal
life: Galatians 3. 27, r Peter j. zr,
Matthep 3. r3-IS, Mark 16. 16.

If one tahes these quotes seriously
d.oes it mean that all m1 dear family
and friend.s pho hau passed otter, with-
out tltal immersion, cannot haae eternal
life? I find it hard to belieoe this. And,
what of all the dearly loued jtoung
children who were t00 llung t0 under-
stand the need for baPtism?

N.O.D.) HARTLEPOOL

EMMELINE CHRISTIE ftom opposite page

Ingredients: 8 oz suet (I use Atora); 8 oz
flour (or 4 each offlour and breadcrumbs);
8 oz each of: large seedless raisins, cur-
rants, sultanas, dark brown s\gar. 2 oz
chopped almonds; 4 oz mixed peel;
grated rind of one lemon; 4 large eggs;
{ pint milk if needed; wineglassful
brandy; ] teaspoon salt; j teaspoon
grated nutmeg.
M et ho d : Pt into basin-suet, fl our/bread-
crumbs, sugar, all fruit, salt, nutmeg,
grated lemon rind, almonds, peel.
Mix thoroughly; beat eggs and stir them
into milk and brandy. Add to dry ingre-
dients. Stir thoroughly. Get other
members of family to stir and have their
lucky wish!! Put into greased basins.
Cover with greased paper and baking foil
and cloth. Tie down tightly. Steam for
five or six hours. On Christmas Day
steam for another three hours if you can,
the longer the better.

The short answer is-No, it does
not rrean that if you have not had
total immersion you cannot have
eternal life. God loves the world!
He is not a cantankerous old codger
who starts being au'ks'ard if you don't
carry out a series of legal require-
ments.

Now having said all that by way of
warning, Iet me deal with the sub-
stance of your letter. Baptism is a

thorny issue today. But I believe
the theme of the New Testament to be
this-God loves the world, aol iust
the baptised, He loves the baby in
Pakistan who is too young to under-
stand anything about the Moslem
faith into which he has been born,
and he loves the Archbishop of
Canterbury-equally. And he goes on
loving every individual no maner
whether they love him, or hate him, or
never notice his existence-this, to
me, is what the cross is about, or
one of the things it's about. There is
nothing magic about baptism. It is a

demonstration of this love of God, an
attempt to put into visual form a

statement about God's love, and as

such it is very apposite that children
should be baptised.

That doesn't mean I haven't a high

'No th is is not the "Monastery of Social Secu rity"
Bill Bowden

;l
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Our concern,
is their comfort

in retirent'ent
The church of England Pensions Board has established 10 residential

n

anxious to retire cannot do so because they have nowhere to live,

buttheBoardcandonomorewithoutincreasedfinancialsupport.

If Vou can, helP
Please send your contribution or leave a

tegaiv to the Church of England Pen-s-ions Board
63 Tufton Street, London SlVl
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regard for
I certainly
do-that t

decide to cooperate with the God
who loves you, and respond to his
love with love. This again ought to be

demonstrated in an event-a com-
missioning. What form this takes is

different in different churches, but
the same idea is there.

Doyou owrr any
books published

before L9507
If so we could well be interested,

\(/e
both
mod
books and comPlete libraries'

Advertisemenl

BRIDES PLEASE REMEMBER

Chiswick, London, W.4.
Tel: O7-995 166l

28 Fleet Road, London NW3.
Telephone: 01.485 4679.

It makes sense...to support
the lmperial GaLcer
Research Fund
O Because the Fund is playing a role of major
lnternational importance and last year applied
f2.9 million to further its research.
O Costs of administration and appeals are kept
as low as 4*P in the Pound.
O Our hopes for the luture are based on the
solid foundation of important achievements
which have received world-wide recognition.
O The Fund depends entirely on public
su pport.
It makes sense to support l.C,R.F. now with a

Legacy, Covenant, Annual Subscription or
Donation-for everYone's sake.

Donations may be sent to: Hon. Treasurer, l'C'R'F' (Dept' 265)'
F.o. B;i 123, iincoln's Fields, London WC2A 3PX

IMPIRIA1 EA]IEIR NffiIARGII ]UII[

Pauon:

H M THEOUETI,I
Pratid.nl

Tha Honoil.bl.
Angor 0!ilW

Pinted in Great Britoin by Atden & Mowb-ray Ltd, and published b!
' ' ""-'i.'R. Mriar'iv a co. Ltd at the Alden Press, oxlord r91
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WE WISH A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS ...
to ALL who read the Marston News at Home and Abroad'
;; [iL ;ii; h.ip in its distribution in and bevond.the Parish'.

to ALL who advertise in our Directory and who belp to make ls
publication possible.

to OUR F.i"-".. for alt their help in its producticn throughout the year.

CANDLE AND CAROI. SERVICES

CHILDR,EN OF TIIE CIIURCH

wtapped.

We hope to welcome a number of n9y chil--dren tftr9i"lly in the

Nursery Department which meets at the village Hall at 11.15 a.m. each

Sunday.



the Hayle family, one has always been assurect ot Inenuness, courtesy anct
o..ro^ul attention. rJ(Ie are eiad to know that Mr. & Mrs. Hayle will bep".ro^ul attention. We are glid to know that Mr. & Mrs. Hayle will be
'still in our mid.st. and we seid sincere wishes to Miss I7endy Hayle who[.iu i.r our mid.st. and we teid sio"oe wishes to Miss I7endy who

OVER 60's CLUB

Tel. No. O956.

CIIRISTMAS COMMUNION
Anyo

to make
o,r Miss
Communion in their own home.

ST0P PRESS :

Marston Players will present an Anthology on the Kings- of
in Church oir Thursdin December 16th--at 8 p.*., entided

The
England..THE 

,HOLLOW CROWN.''



CHURCH E LOCAL CLUBS, SOCIETIES, ETC.

CHURCH
Bell Ringers. Sec. : Mr. A. Gammon, 50 Oxford Road.
Brownies: Brownie Guider: Miss I. Read, 6 Cotsuold C+::..,ry.;.

Choir. Choirmaster : Mrs. E. M. Garner, 3l Oxford Road.
Cub Scout Leader : Mr. A. J. Roberts, 54 Cherwell Drive. Tel -10379.

Girl Guides. Guide Captain I Mrs. Retter, 45 Campbell Road, Couley.
Parish Magazine:
Mottrers' Union. Enrolling Member :

Parochial Church Council. Sec.: Mrs. M. Harlow, Fir Tree House,
Oxford Road.

Scouts. Scout Leader : Mr. N. Lankford, 55 Crotch Crescent, \eu'
Marston.
Group Scout Leader : Mr. W'. Furber, 42 Cherwell Drive.

St. Nicholas' Fellowship. Sec. : Miss E. Varburton, Cross Cotra-se,
O1d Marston.

Young Wives : Group Leader : Mrs. P. Prescott, 22 Ashlong Road
Secretary : Mrs. D. Hall, 98 Oxford Road. TeL. 42352.

LOCAL
Allotment Association. Sec. : Mr. R. Bowen, 135 Oxford Road.
British Legion. Marston & District Sec. : Mr. F, Thompson, 5 Temple

Street, Oxford.
Marston Players :

Marston Residents' Association: Secretary : Mr. G. A. Hine,
2l Raymund Road. Tel. 40482.

Over 60's Club. Sec. : Mrs. J. Yates, 81 Woodstock Close, Woodstock Rd.
Treas. : Mrs. E. \Veeks, "The Jack Russell," Salford Road.

Parish Council. Chairman: Mr, A. Gammon, 50 Oxford Road.
Pa-tent-Teacher Association

St. Nicholas :-Mrs. B. Prescott, 22 Ashlong Road.
Harlow School :-Mrs. J. Hodgkins, 31 Elms Drive.

W'omen's Institute : Miss E. W'arbutrton, Cross Cottage, OId Marston.

USTTUL INFORMATION
D-strict Nurses, 6 Broughton's Close, Old Marston. Tel. Oxford 44417.
Health Visitor: Miss E. McDermott. Phone KIDLINGTON 3502
Infant V'elfare Ciinic : The Village Hall, Thursdays 2--4 p.m.
Library : The Village Hall, Old Marston.

Monday and Vednesday - Closed.
Tuesday - 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.
Thursday - 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
Friday - 10 a,m. to 12.30 p.m. 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Over 60's Club. St. Nicholas Church Hall, Mondays at 2.45 p.m.
Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths : St. Nicholas' Church Hal.l,

Elsfield Road, Old Marston. Thursdays 4 to 4.30 p.m.
Village Hall. All Bookings to Mr. Tasker, 35 Mill Lane, Old Marston.
St. Nicholas' Church Hall and Committee Room. AII Bookings to Miss

O. J. Lodge, 5 Elsfield Road, Old Marston. (47956).
Nurseiy School. All enquiries to .- The Village Hall during school

hours.



DIRECTORY
W'e hope all readers will patronise the shops advertised
in ti-ris- Directory where excellent service is assured :

Baby Liuer, Children's and Ladies, Wear, Wool, Slippers : _
" Joyce's, l8 Cherwell Drive, Marston...........,........ ".......'IeI. 6J840

tsa'cy Linen and Ladies' Weer, Woc!, etc. :
North,5 Salford Roaa,6ld &larston ...........Te1.41451

Butcher (tr{igh Class) :

V. C. rVnite (Marston) Ltd., t7 Salford Rd., Old Marston ..-Tel. 43L77

Caterers - 
B:uTets & WeCdins Receptions I

Cyrii & Esme Weeks, "'Ihi Jack Russeil," Salford Road...'..Tel. 47668

Cheneist :

B. G. Cliver (Oxford) Ltd., 11 Old Marston Rd., Marston. ..Tel. 43824

Christian Book Cenre :

57A St. Clement's Street, Oxford ...'...'.........TeL.47567
Coal Distributor :

Dunlops, L.NI.S. \!harf, Oxford ....'.... ......TeL.4242L
Dairv :

ft. e. Srnltt.,. Church Lane, O1d Marston........ Tel. 48813

Driving School :

" Lionel " School of Motoring, R.A.C., I.A.M., M.O.T' Approved,

Fish and Pouitry, Greengrocety and Frozen Foods:
G. R. Pcrter, 19 SalforC Road, Old Marston......... ...........TeL' 42757

Florists & I{urserymen. Wreaths, Crosses and Wedding Designs :
Joseph Austin. Specialist in wedd,ng bouquets, wreaths and

all flora1 designs. Cut flowers, plants. Wcrld-wide
Inter-F1ora, 51 George Street, Oxford .....TeL. 42383

Funeral Directors :

R.eeves & Pain, 10 Cambridge Terrace, St. Ebbe's ...........TeL. 42529
83 Botiey Road, Oxford ....,...Te\.42529
l0 Neivton Road, Oxford .....Tei. 48817

Gardeniilg R.equisites :

Smith's Hardlr,are Stores - China & Glassware, Pet Foods,
Pink Faraffin - 7 Salford Road, Old Marston... ........TeL. 42776

Grocety, Provisions and Old Marston Post Office :

L.-ii. H. trIayle, Orrord Rcad, OId Marston"...,.............'Tel' 49668
I{airdressing :

Ladies' & Gent's :

S T. Greenaway, 402 Marston Road Oxford......,,....Tel. 48726
Ladies' & Children's :

" Karenlee," 9 Salford Road (under new management)...Tel. 41632
(Late night :

Michael, Hair F , Marston....,. ...Tel. 63842
Harctware Stores and

I-. C. Boiteux, 8 ..'Tel. 61668

Men's. Youths & .truvenile Wear, Nterations & Repairs & Dry Cle"'ing :

Pi:rcy's, 1I Salford Road, Old Marston........ ...Tel. 43212

Newsagents, Tobacconists, Confectioners an-d Stationers :

Bixteri(Orford) Ltd.,7 Old Marston Road, Oxford. . . .....TeI. 42123
and 22 Cherwell Drive.

Painter & Decorator, Plumbing & General R'epairs :

S. I(ushmar, 47 Feny Road, Marston... '........, TeL. 47189
Radio and Televisioo, Rental, Sales aud Service :

W. R. Ilammond & Son Ltd.,404 Marston Road' Oxford...Tel.47706
Taxi - Car Hire (Long or Short Journeys) :

Marston Taxi Service, Mr. & Mrs. Leach,
5 OxforC Road, Old Marston....... '.....'.TeL.47197

Wavv Line Groceries, Provisiou and Frozen Foods :
tUY. a a. G. Fooie, Salford Stores, 15 Salford Road."...'..'..Tel. 43174

PARISH MAGAZINE COVER
Irom a transparency by Jobn Edenbrow: Decoratins the Tree. Beeston, Yorks.

"o"t:X.1'r*,*;YJxY#il$S,t"hl*,tt:'sji3.'.1
Oliver & Son (Oxford) Ltd,.,73 George Street, Orford.


