
merston news
parirh church of st" nicholas

No. 156 Priee 3p. FEBRUARY



r-

ST. N ICHOLAS C|JURCH 
- OLD I\4ARSTON

Vicar and Rural Deae of. C91!ey: Rev. paul N. ,Rrrr:re:. _\',l.i\.I I EI"fielJ Rord. OId i.,lrrr.-o,.,. f.:. , +, fjjr,. 
- ' '^ ''

Reader : 
i,T;Jt"I Saurnarez Srni:h, O.B.E., Nl.A, B:shc:,: \i.coC EnC,

Parish Worker: &Ii:s O..J._I odge, 5 Elsfield Road, Old Marsron.Tel. : Oxicrd 47955.
Vicart Warden;rlli. 

" 
C. Cardy, llC Staunton Road, Headieg:on, Oxiord.

People's WarCcn : Mr. A. W. .Sidgbottom, Melandra, Old R.oad, Shotover,Oxford. Tel. : Oxford 6r;-54 
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Secretary of the p.C.C. : A,Irs. M. Harlorv, Fir Tree House, Old Mar:ron.Organist : Mrs. E. A. Gam^e_:, .,Barn Gates,,, 3I Oxr"ord Rd., Old Marston.Tel. : Oxford 41888.

SI,JNDAY SFI.]/ICES
Holy Communioa: 8 a.m.
Parish Comrnunion: 10 a m. New Commu:rion Senice (follorved by Coffeein Church Hall).
Evening Prayei- anC Sermon : 6.30 p.m.
Holy Baptisrn: Second and Fourth sundays of the rnonth ar 3 n m r,-ro"-otherwile announced. Noti.. .,.,"rib. ;i,:.".' 

J p.r,r. u,rs5s

Holy Matrimoay: Banns to be given in at the Vicarage.

WEEKDAY SER.VTCES
Holy Commrrnion : WeCnesdays and Saints Davs at 7.15 a.m.3rd-Fr day ar 10.30 a.m. w:th L;yi"g;; or Hands fo sickrlnd at other r;mes, a, anrrornc"d. iS". lgril"" il;;.d). 

..

The Dailv Services of Mornin.g_and Evening prryer^are usually said e:ch larat 7.75 a.m. and 5.15 p.m. t.r..ii -oi- 
satr.dr.., r \y/.,r....r... .Mo:nins praver.is ar 9:r5 a.;. bti i,^'iirlr"rriti" ,"ill]iii;i;notice biard i, tt " Ci,*J p.i"t,. -' " '

CHURCH ORGANiSATIONS AND MEETTNGS :ChiIfu Confirm_at on School and Orossbearers, l0 a.m. inlst Sun.day in month - parish C";;;1";:5 Sundays, it.is ,r"."N lr.ls ;.;. i;-Mo;ilme. Frat.
Mothers' Union: 4th Tuesday. 7.45 p.m.
Young Wives Grou.p : Alternate lTednesdays, 1.45 p.m. in Church Hall.
Bellringers: Practice Night _ Friday nights, 7.45 p.rn.
Brownies : Monday, 6 p.m. ;n Scout l{eadquarters
Girl Guides : Monday, 7.30 p.m. in Scout }leadquarters.
Cubs : Tuesday & Thursday, 6.15 p.m. in Scout HeaCquarters.
43rC St. Nicholas' Scout Troop: Friday, 7.15 p.n. in Scour Headquarrers.

As tle covers are printed ia advance you are advised to consult theNotice Boa,rd in the Church porch, in case of alteration of times.



PAR.ISH CALENDAR : FEBRUARY
Feb. 2. Tuesday. IN THE TEMPLE.

7.15 a.m.
,, 3. \X/ednesda

7.ai p.i. all. Talk bY a Child
Care Officer.

,, 4. Thursday. 8 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. Church.
II 7' SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY.'- 10.0 a.m. The Parish Commun CE).

o

,, l0'
u 14.

u 17.

, 19.

, 2l'

Please be in Church bY 9.40 a.m.

ey Chapter.
Communion.
8 a.m. Holy Commun.on.

10.0 a.m. The Parish Commru.ion
3.00 p.m. Holy Baptism (after prior arrangement).
6.30 p.m. E
Wednesday.
7.45 p.m.- Y 

#ru.
Friday. 10.3 aying on of hands for the
sick.
QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 8 a.m. Holy Communion.
10.0 a.m. The Parish Communion.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
ASH-\TEDNESDAY. 7.15 a.m. Holy Communion and 10.30 a'm'
Thursday. Festival of St. Matthias, Apostle.
LENT I. 8 a.m. Holy Communion.
10.0 a.m. The Parish Qs111nrnisa.
3 . 0 p.m. Holy Baptism (after previous arrangement)'
6.30 p.m. Evensong.

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA
Feb. 7th.-Mothers' IJnion by kindness of Mrs. N. Green.
Feb. l4th.-Mrs. Gibbons. Feb. 2lst.-Mrs. Starmer-Smith.
LENT BEGINS. Easter Day.-Mrs. Garkin.
April l8th.-Mrs. Jennings. April 25th.-Mrs. Sharpe.

HOLY BAPTISM
Dec. 13. Sarah Louise Baker' 2 Gladstone Road, Headington.

Louise Rosemary Ward, 38 Pitts Road, Headington.
Deborah N{aureen Walker, 87 Ferry Road.
Catherine Emma Vhitehouse, 87 Ferry Road.

Dec. 19. Tara Jane Jeffery, 26 Sunny Rise, Gidley Van Horspath.

IN MEMORIAM
Dec. 31. Ronald Keleher.
Jan. 2. Lilian Potter.

,, 13. Constantine L. A. R. HoPe.

HOLY MATRIMONY
Dec. 19. David Lawrence and Margaret Selina Baldwin.

u 2L. Graeme Roger Francis Chick and Elaine Jean Blunt.

++lrT
THANKS comes from our Post lady Mrs. Florence Gould who has been

generously.

)L
a(

u 28.



VICAR'S LETTER
My Dear Friends,

. Cn SunJay, Febiuary 7th r',.e have been inr.ited b1'Radio Cxford to
broadcast the service from St. Nicholas' church at 10 i.m. This will be

cour.se. will not only widen our thinking, but also deepen our christian
convrctl0ns.

to have therl.
Use the seascn well, ald may it strengthen you personally and the

life of the Church as a whole.

Yours sincerely, 
@" -g*i, /

CI{ILDR.EN OF TI{E CI{URCI{ : .ADV^ANCE NOTICE
Mother ndan 21st March and we shall hcid our

usual Servic idren at ll.I5 a.m. Will you make a nore
q{ the_ day shall look forward to seeing you all in
Church on

GIRL GUTDES

and. send our good wishes to her and her husband. Unless a leader is
found the Company will have to be closed. Should there be anycne who
would be interested to help in any way will they please get in t6uch with
ttre Vicar or Miss LoCge as so,on as possible.



Umffidow FEBRUARY I97I

More filth flowed into our rivers than ever before-witness the Thames at Sunbury,
5y nd icotion I nte r noti onol

Muck and Mortality
by JAX{ES D. ROSS, author and
journalist

Last year u'as called World Conser-
vation Year you knol ? The year in
rvhich evelyonc Nas supposed to
propagate the gospel of a green and
pleasant land fit for human beings to
live in.

It s,as the ].ear of the great anaken-
ing of thc international conscience to
the fact that \1'e humans, as a species,
are fouiing our o\yn nest. The vcar
rvhen industrv supposedly hung its
head in shame at the muck it pro-
duced as a b1'-product of n'roney. The

]rear of millions of l ords abor.rt
poliution; umpteen programmes on
raciio and telcvision about pollution;
earnest exhortations fi'om politicians
r.rho suddenly realized that pollution
rvas the in-rord.

r g7o : the year ir hen tl.re r.r orld ri oke
up to the fact that muck and mortality
doir't mix. And, in fact, the year in
l hich more filth streamed into the
atmosphere, over the countryside and
into the rivers and seas around our'
co:1sts especiallv the coast of
L,ngland-than e\-er before.

World Conser\.ation Year: and the

1'7



dirtiest, most disgusting vear in our'
human histor'\'.

In the Bible stor-v of creation a

r-ivid l'ord-picture is given of the
beg-innir-rg of all things. \\Ihethel one
believcs in ti.re eract mcaning of those
rlajcstic uoLds, or regards thcm as an
inspilcd poenr bv earl1- metaphysical
rnan is bcside the point. \\t-hirt does
emerge fron-r those ancient u ords, and
rvhat has been demonstlated and
provcd through all the gcnclations
since, is thirt shen our pl.rl sical ri.orld
uas formed-uhen the scas crmc into
being^ and that rn\-sterious thing l'e
call lifc appcared upon this globe, a

state of balance n'as achieved in all
of *1-rat rie call 'nrtlu'e'.

Plant life enliched the atmosphere
to a life-snpporting nirture of zoil
oxyge111 l ith balanced quantities of
nitlogen, rrr'g^on, carbon dioridc ancl
\\ ater virpour to make r-rp thc total
pcrcentage. And fr,rr hundrcds of
niillions of years, cotre flood, storm,

tempest or disaster, that delicate
balance that closed system of sive
and take bets.een all ihings in ihis
l orld nr-rd its atnrospheLe, animate
and inirnin-rate has bccn n-raintained.

Until nol'.
Norr rtrrrn has r-rpset the balance.

\\'ith incredible Ib1lr and lack of either
logic ol foresight, rnankind has com-
mitted himself to infinite grorvth,
infinite erpansion, on a finite globe.
He is comrnitted to the creed that
he can build ever greater industrial
socicties, lhile the inflerible las's of
naturc ciln look after themselves.

Tl.rev cannot I

The abilit1. of or-rr atmosphere,
occans, rivers ancl land to cleanse
themselves, to l'estore the balance, is
very g1'eat. But \\ e have aimost
reached the lirnits of that ability.
The greatest burdening of onr natural
resourccs lies in the multiplic:rtion of
peoplc sheer numbers of people

to poge 30

The cancer problem
must be solved

Your money will help us to solve the urgent problem of cancer
ln the fine laboratories of the lmperial Cancer Research Fund
in Lincoln's lnn Fields and at Mill Hill intensive study is being
made inlo the causes and cure of cancer in all its forms,
including leukaemia.
Encouraging progress is being made in much of the work
being carried out but a great deal remains to be done,
The I C R F has no official grants but relies entirely on
public support. Please help us - by means of a donation, deed
of covenant or legacy - to extend urgent research programmes
showing much promise, and to fight cancer with modern
equipment and trained minds

ltlPIBI[l E[llEIR

Danat)ans mav be senl lo: Honorary Treasurer,

A DICKSONWRIGHT ESO MS,FRCS
IMPERIAL CANCER RESEARCH FUND
(DEPT 265) LINCoLN S INN FIELDS, LoNDON WC2
Our Natrona G ro acaount Number Ls 536 1 001

Lrncoln's lnn F elds Laboratones

Palron:

H I/ THE OUEEN

President:

TllE HONOUEABTE ANGUS OGILVY

ruil[
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.WE'RE ALL NUMBERS
NOW!',

SOCIETY IN THE SEVENTIES: No. 4

by N{ICHAEL BRISTOW-SMITH
One of the pleasanter aspects of my

daily rvork is the contact I have uith
people' Apart tnor., 

Jf;,irrr:flri*
getting to kno*,
general, thinks

and rvhat it is that concerns people
rnost. Thus I am ari are of a grolving
hostility to\\ ards the computer.
''We're all numbers nor.r,!' is the crv.

At this point, no doubt, I am ex-
pccted to add my voice to the chorus
of protest; to explain, to demonstrate
horv right, hon justilied, is this
attitude. I am sorrv but I cannot
oblige.

tr see in the computcr a hope, a
srnall hope, ma-v-be, but still a hope,
for the survival and even the improve-
ment of our civilization, such a.s it is.
Why should x'e conder.nn the r.er1,
tool rhich mosr promises to help in
the solution of sonte, at lerrst, of our
multipliciry of problems I

For the computer is a tooi, be sure
of that, and much of the distrust I'elt
torr ards it is the distrust of those l ho
do not understand: the Luddite
mentalitv, in fact.

The cssence of the computer is
that it can cope uith vast quantities
of data in a very short time. It can
calculate or simulate at speeds un-

'Unimaginably beyond rhe capacity of any human brain'. Sy nd icotion I nte r no ti o nol
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imaeinably beyond the caPacitY of
anv" humin brain. But it comPle-
*.ntt. it does not replace. that brain.
It does the sork the brain was never
intended to do. It removes the drud-

are beyond its capacity, beyond what

li:lu l':r',':H:l
Of course lve

shall need to adapt, but adaPtation
has ahvays been one of the human
race's greatest attributes. It may be

said thit individuals rvill suffer and

lescent rvithin five years.

Tax-gatherer's plight
I am no blind u'orshipPer at the

shrine of Science but I am u'ell aware
that, in today's comPlicated rrorld,
records and accounts have to be kept.

banking and money transfer services
of this- country rvould have ground
to a halt years ago; brought to a-

standstill through sheer volume of

e that
ltnder
heavy

rvorkload. Perhaps it is difficult to

20

sympathize u,ith the plight of tax-
clthcrel's but taxes have to be paid
and it is b(tter that their assessment
and collection should be as slvift,
accurate and painless as possible. At
the moment nobody could claim that
this is the case, but *hen the routine
l'ork is transf-erred to a computer
things cannot but improve.

Bred like Iocusts
Immediately comes the objection,

'But computers make mistakes.' Yes,
they do, and every nessPaPer is
constantlv on \\alch for them. But
human beings also make mistakes and
most of those attributed to the com-
puter are the mistakes of its opera-
iors. Nothing is perfect in this rvorld.

Hou, l.ould you prefer to have your
income tax calculated ? BY a tired,
overrvorked clerk on corirpulsory

our o\\n fault; there are too many
of us. \Ve have bred like locusts and'

cope. That is all.
But it is not quite all.

Ally or enemy
In spite of rvhat I have rvritten,

rve would do rvell to remember one

to orovide food or to bash in the head
of iome other skin-clad aPe-man. A
knife can be used for killing, or peeling
onions.



The computer can simplify our
lir es and increase our leisnre. It can,
at riork. rcduce the frrnric pace xt
rhich our affairs have to be conduc-
ted, allou ing- us to restol'e some
human uarmth to our dealing-s *ith
our felloss. It can help us build a

better *orld, to improve the lot of
Mankind as a sirole.

Or it can be used to enslirve eacl.r
and every onc of us.

Adye rtlseme rt
HOLIDAY PILGRIX,,IAGES
you've always promised yourself

The Holyland by Sea or Air
ot thcse UNBELIET/ABLE PRICES

8 wonderful days in Jerusalem and the Sea of
Galilee-alt inclusive. See beauriful Jerusalem
and Galilee accompanied by English speakrng
guides. Dep Oct-March lor just i85.
HOLYLAND BY AIR' 7 l. Our most popu Iar
holiday-now in its l2th successive t,ear. .q. trulv
Spiritual, Social and Recrearional I our ol rhi,
very special Land. 8 and l5 wonderful dals
dep March-Oct from f 95. Or 15 dal's cornbined
Holylrnd wirh Greece arrri or Roiie.'J grerL
cities' Jerusalem-Rome-Arhens liom f I.10.

CRUISES'71
Especially arranged by us, an absolureir inclu-
sive cruisc on rl:e S S, l-icsta oLr c.tbin, e;r
conditioned with
call; Venice, C
(Jerusalem), Rho
Dubroynic. and
Land accompani
L ea ders.
Spring/Eastertide Dep, April 16rh from !1,{0
Autumn Dep October l5th frcm I127.
ALL SHORE EXCURSIONS AND AIR OR
RAIL TRAVEL TO AND FROM VENTCE
ARE INCLUDED IN THE PRICE
SPECIAL NOTE FOR LEADERS
Those who wish to organise their os n party of
l0 and above will receive special term.s upon
application.
llrite today for fullt' illus Brochutes to:
ORIENTOURS (London) Ltd." Dept. S\
Kent Hse, 87 Regent St, Lordon Wi R SLS
Member ABTA Tel:01 731 7971

BRIDES PLEASE REN,{EMBER
Your service professionally recorded \\ill
renraiLr your tilost pr€('ious souveuir for a
long time Send us a card I'or derails ancL rest
assured ofpersonal service, reasonable rates
(No visible signs of equipment or engineers )
Safe despatch overseas An Smnr fillt com-
pletes souvenir, Ideal aniversary gift

SOUND NEWS, l8 Blerheim Road.
Chisuick, London, W.4.

r, /: 0l-995 I(,t,1

Report from
Fleet Street
D_eoi . Morgan comments frofi Sr.
Brid_e's, at the hub of the 

-neospaper

world, on matters both domestii ind
international.

Helen anci Richard Exley, and rheir two children,
Lincoln and Dalcon.

Chu r ch Mi ssiono ry Society.

Exit the hairy cliches
I cannot imagine President Nixon

commissioning tr,Iao Tse-Tung to
\\rite a booklet. Nor rvould Harold
Wilson bc the likelr' author of r Con-
servative Central Olfice publication.

Perhaps oltly a Church ors^aniza-
tion *ould have tlie nerve to trust
itsclf, larts and all, to non-believers
for analr.sis and exposure. But then,
onh' the Church has the dutv to go
ir.rto irll thc rvorld and listen and speak.

That is rihat C.M.S. has done over
the r-ears and more specifically in 1z
Searclt rtf tlte tlrlissionary. It a.sked
Richard and Helen Erley, a coupie
of brilliant joulnalists lho are self-
conf-essed'outsiders' and agnostics,

2t



to take a long look at the Society and

its works at home and overseas.
Like good journalists, sensitive to

the public mind, thel' started rvith
all thi hairy cliches about missionaries
as'cooking-pot characters'.

Like good journalists, they dug out
all the available facts, they put them
dorvn coherently on paper, and theY
gave them a searching assessment'- C.M.S. then took the results and
gave them a superb presentation in
one of the most significant tuenty-five
pennyrvorths since decimalization rvas

thoueht of.
Tt"is a disturbine document. And

that makes it truly ii line rvith C.M.S.
activities over recent years.

C.M.S. has had a great deal of
publicity, not a little of it coming from
once loyal supporters who have not
yet caught up with rvhat theil Society
is doing. The Society has taken some
profound and very far-reaching
decisions. It has risked quite a bit
in terms of its regular income.

But above all, it has shattered any
complacency there once lvas, not
about the essence of mission but
about its form. Complacency-shatter-
ing seems to be a prime function of
the Holy Spirit at the present time.

Unique Centre

Would you like your vicar to knorv
a bit more about evangelism ? Breathes
there a congregation with soul so dead
that it rvould not loudly answer YES-
even if the vicar is a person beyond
most of his fellorv-clergy.

A very real chance has come. The
College of the Ascension, Selly Oak,

years many colleges of varying de-
nominational allegiance have grown

22

up. Today they have over eight
hundred students betrveen them.

In recent years these colleges have
gro\\n closer and closer together
and they nolv form an integrated
Centre for Training in Mission. To
focus it all, Birmingham University
norv has a Professor of Mission, so
students can pursue the subject up to
doctorate standard. All in all, the
Centre is unequalled anyrvhere in the
rvorld-rrhich is rhy it attracts so
many races.

But it is not merely an intellectual
centre. You can also get courses in
book-leeping and car maintenance-
and if you are going to be a missionary
overseas the day mav come n'hen you
give solemn thanks for that !

The College of the Ascension,
founded by U.S.P.G., began its life
as a training centre for tvomen mis-
sionaries nurses,school-teachersand
so on. It then broadened to take men
also-agriculturalists, doctors, and so

on. Nou, it throrvs its doors open to
those uho \\ant to knotv more about
mission and horv best to proclaim
Christ to the trventieth centul'y even
ifthey are not going overseas.

In these days there is an important
lesson behind that. It is that the
rvhole rvorld is one and mission is as

necessary in Manchester as in Man-
dalay.

The lrish Touch
Ireland, notoriously, is a countrY

rvhere things do not seem to be rvhat
they seem to be.

Not seldom, the unexPected there
can prove to be the unPleasant.
Whoever rvould have erpected Ulster
to demonstrate such a travesty of the
Christian Faith ?

But an unexpected haPPening in
the South succeeds in restoring the
balance. To mark the centenarY of
the disestablishment of the Church of

to Poge 25



BRIAN G. COOPER,lecturer at the
Lanchester Polytec hnic, and, j oarnalist,
has recentfu returned, from a tour of the
Sottiet Union, in which he wandered
at roill, sarp phat he liked, and spoke
to whom he wished,. In a series of three
articles he brings some of his crowding
experiences to tha reader.

First, he visited . . .

KIEV: Cradle
of Christian
Russia

Kiev, capital of the Soviet lJnion's
Ukraine republic, is a sylvan city
astride the wide Dnieper river. Called
by its inhabitants 'the city in the

park' , luxuriant
flora thorough-
fares surround-
ing, make Kiev distinctive among
modern conurbations.

Though high-rise appartment
blocks ring this one and a half million
population metropolis, Kiev,'mother
of all Russian cities', is outstanding
for its history. The first settlementi
rvere in the sixth centurv n.o. A
millennium ago, it u'as the capital of
Russia's earliest state, among the most
porverful of mediaeval Europe.

It was also the cradle of Russian
Christianity, a fact still celebrated
annually by many thousands of r.or-
shippers and pilgrims, as I witnessed
for myself at the r97o summer festival
at huge onion-domed and fresco-
covered St. Vladimir's cathedral. In
988 Prince Vladimir of Kiev, himself
converted from pagan rvorship,
ordered the baptism of the populace

The statue of St. Vladimir, overlooking rhe site of the mass baptism in the Dnieper.
Novosti Press Agency (APN)
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side overlooking the site of the mass

baptism, constantly reminds the citi-
zens of their Christian heritage. From

Church past and Present fuse in
mystic a,rareness of the living Com-
munion of Saints.

lmportant centre
When I entered the cathedral, a quite

remarkable sight met mY gaze. The-
huge, arte-inJpi.i.tg dome mosaic of
Chriit as Rulei of the Universe gazed

dorvn upon a vast sea of u-orshippers,
all standing and totally packing the
church interior. More crou'ds cram-

themselves afresh to the Christian
life, inspired by their patron saint's
example.

I rvill ahvays remember how, after
proclaiming ihe Creed in unison,
ieveral thousand Russian Christians
crou,ded fors'ard to receive HolY
Communion, led by a Young woman
rvith a baby in her arms.

Many were elderlY, but not all so.

A11 soits and conditions of Soviet
men and \\Iomen were there, including

nunsr too, were
More aPPlicants

e religious life in

sixtv nuns. quietly living out the say
of self-denial and PraYer amid the

Marxist societY.

Unique heritage

Most non-Christian Russians are

monasterv. now a state-run museum'
but once a base for missionaries and a

refuge for hermits, drarvs visitors from
all o"ver the globe. Its deep caves and

forsed throush much suffering'
irh"ose ter.ible dimensions u e in island

England can hardly begin to imagine'

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD
NO.5

24



The U n mentionahle $uhject
Kevan Tailby reviews THE LAST
THING WE TALK ABOUT, bY
Joseph B1l ly, published by thi
Scripture Union, 3op.

It has been said for some time nou,
that death has replaced sex as the
Breat unmentionable subject. Now
we are sex-obsessed, but are afraid to
acknowledge death as a fact of life.

This is odd. Death, after all, is
u.hat comes sooner or later aiter
birth. No one can avoid it, but tve
prefer to ignore the fact.

Bayly's experience horv he or she
might help others rvho have lost
friends and relatives.

today_:.the anticipation of being alone
in life's closing-hour, isolatei from
those rvith rvhom the other hours and
years and decades have been shared.
We have consented to death,s banish-
ment from our homes to the hospital,
where it is acted out in a setting of

sterile equipment and efficient, un-
familiar people.'

'In this generation, death has
moved out of the house to t he hos-
pital.' Mr Bayly is not comoletelv
happy about ihis. and goes 'on 

t6
explain that he and his wife chose to
have one of their childr.en stav at home
when he died of leukaemia, ,in the
familiar bedroom, rvith his father and
mother to comfort and love him and
talk to him about Jesus, love and
heaven.'

Perhaps more people should think
about this, and act accordingly when
facing the loss of a relative, yo,rng or
old.

REPORT FROM FLEET STREET
from poge 22

But nicest touch of all is that the
Irish Government subsidized this
book.

_ It is a thoroughly friendly book.
It is a book nhich gives subsiance to
ecumenical gestures.

To all Irish non-anglicans: happy
birthdav.

END OF THE STREET
I am not my brother's keeper.
I am my brother's brother.

ANoN.
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Emmeline Christie's Page

OPEN LETTER TO
SOMEONE UNKNOWN

Far be it from me to suggest adding
unnecessarily to the ever-increasing
number of Lau-s rvhich be-devil our
daily lives, but there is r real need for
someone to do something about
WILLS.

I reccntly came up against this
problem for'the first time. It involves
i Urief, and rather sad little story.
Let me tell you.

There were t\ro sisters. One was a

r9r4-r8 War l'idolv, rvith her own
liitle hoine, and her pension. The
other sister was a sPinster, rvho
looked after their aged mother at the
oarental home. There came a time
irhen the mother died. The sidoued
sister then offered a home to the

left by the
sp rm, on l hich
sh clearly, that
sh she possessed

to go to her elder sister, u.ith rvhom

*+*

Soda Bread for use in
emergency
Sift 3 oz Plain Flour r,vith

$ teaspoon Salt
$ teaspoon Bicarbonate of Soda
r teaspoon cream of tartar.
Add S* oz of t'holemeal flour and mix
to a dough uith milk. Make into a

flat cake and bake in a hot oven
(approx. 47) for about zo to 3o
minutes. This is best eaten same day
as made.
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she had by nou' lived for z6 Y9q9.
But, and hele's the snag, she.didn't
sisn it. So. despite the clear indica-
tiSn of her tisires, she had, lcgally.
died 'intestate'.

The married sister, landed rvith
the papers, unused to having anY-

thine to do l ith 'the Larv', and begin-
ning"to fail a little, asked her daughter
to -deal l'ith the matter for her.
Solicitors n'ere consulted. The old

heebie f eebies ! As it seemed the

kindest thing to do, the matter \\'as

And the little nest egg, uhich uas

to have been a 'thank You' to the



elder sister, and indeed rvhich would
have given her some little extra
pleasures as an addition to her pen-
iion, in her last year or so, is still
sitting rvaiting to be divided norv
betu,een countless nephews and
nieces. It might be easier to accept
the situation if the amount involved
were {3,ooo, or {3o,ooo-but it's
not. It's just over {3oo!

This type of situation could be
avoided altogether if, in Larv rvhen a

person becomes of age, at 18, they
had to make a Will, have it u,itnessed,
and filed at a 'Wills Registry'. If they
wanted to change the Will-and some
people seem to make a habit of it-
there would have to be a fee (and this
might discourage them from doing it
too often!)

For those people who:
(a) Don't know horv to go about

getting things done; or
(b) even rvhere to find out hos' to

get things done i or
(c) rr ho are irightened of 'the Las' ; =

or
(d) riho are perhaps just 'feckless',

or haven't a ciue about these things
it rvould get the whole thing orgatized
and sorted out once and for all. If
such a new law were made, it rvould
not be many years before it became
just as automatic as registering
births, deaths, and marriages.

And it would save so much time,
and trouble, headaches and heart-
aches too.

I hope someone rvho reads this, and
who knows 'how to go about it' rvill
think it over, and if it's as good an
idea as I think it is, rvill get, cracking
on it right .:*r' 

* *

Henry and Henrietta
Gardening notes

-.-t,E +

If high roind,s
The earth should, dry,
Fork oaer borders,
Also try
To dig out noro
The sweet pea trenclt.
And, if you'oe time
Creosote your fence.

:,-
*-;-

This month's cornpetition: NOW
THEN!
Isn't it odd, when you come to think
of it, that \\ e use a phrase like 'now
then !' Trvo words meaning completely
the opposite of each other, but when
used as a phrase convey something
quite different! NOW THEN-can
you think of another ?

Send in your phrase on a postcard.
Give your name and address.

The pinner of the'Definition of an op-
timist' Competition was M. B, Reckitt,
47, Fairacres, Roehampton Lane,
London S.W.r5.

M. B. Reckitt receives a Book
Token for One Pound for the follow-
irg.

Trvo men discovered an unfinished
bottle of whisky. The pessimist said
'Why, it's half empty.' The optimist
said-'Look, it's half full!'
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NO. 17: HOW THE
CHURCH BEGAN

A Church adrift

28

,...pt ni* as Lord and Saviour'

FUN WITH FORREST
'l-hcre was a yuttng pricsl irr the titl'
iti,o- toii. "i'rt tlti Chrrrrh' its a pitv'

tndced. a disaster,
i'iii it,ire tlre *ord 'Pastor'

Rrfr, s'to sotrte kind of Cortttrtittte '



PLACES DO MATTER
Claims loseph Humble,
vicar of a large suburban
parish in the Midlands

Religious faith, and indeed every
serious idea has to be expressed in
more than mere rvords. Words, horv-
ever sophisticated, can never express
our verv deepest thoughts.

Thus in addition to lords, men
express themselves and understand
each'ot symbols.

The .rce, is a
univers 11. because
it cann iubtracred
from without destrot,ing it. In itself
it is complete, rihole, e-ntire. On the
other hand a line, straight or crooked
can be added to or subtracted from
indefinitely and it still remains a
line.

finger of her left hand.
Going back to lines again, a single

line is dull, but let trvo lines cross
and the crossing is an immediate
point of interest. If you are in a

d
i.,
str
he

public announcement or accident, the
iikeliest place is the crossroads. Lines
by themselves are mostly boring. But
where tr,r,o lines cross is a point to
which the eye is inevitably drawn.

The cross therefore is another
universal symbol, a symbol rvhich
Jesus Christ has forever filled with
infinite meaning.

One of the more difficult tasks for

the church of today is to find symbols
by which to express irs faith, and then
keep the meaning of those symbols
fresh and clear and full to all who see
them. And there is one symbol,
neither a cross nor a circle, which is
all too often neglected.

These days it is not very fashion-
able to talk about the importance of
church buildings. The church is'the
people' 11,e are constantly reminded.
True. But the place rvhere the people
meet for rvorship and the rvay they
keep that place it is a pou,erful symbol
oftheir faith!

A living faith
During the course of last summer

I visited tu'enty-nine churches in
France and Italy. Their condition

have h
The a

symbol t.
I am the Vicar of a parish u,hich

has a beautiful church. We do our
best to ensure that it is kept clean,
tidy and altogether u,ell cared for.
Sometimes I surprise one of the
visitors (of whom, if you include those
rvho attend rveddings and baptisms,
number many hundreds every year),
Iiterally spellbound by the beauty of
the building. That beauty speaks of
the beauty of God. The state of the
building speaks of the faith of those
who use it.

Professional preachers, these days,
are not often blessed with obvious
success. No one has a short cut

29
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successfully to preach the Gospel.
But those rvho tackle the humdrum,
very ordinary tasks in parish churches
up and dovn the country, are con-
tributing to the mission of proclaim-
ing the faith to the rvhole rvorld.

Those rvho clean the church, polish
the pews, make sure that the flowers
are fresh and expertly arranged;
thosc uho spend their money to

ensure that the roof is in good
repair, that the gutters are efficient,
and that the boiler chimney is doing
its job, are preaching the faith.

And this maintenance of the ancient
symbol of the church building is part
of the duty of every Christian to
proclaim his faith, uhether those
within earshot uill listen or ignore
him.

MUCK AND MORTALITY from Poge 18

who are srvamping our planet, its
resources, its ability to cope uith our
quite incredible volume of rubbish.

It has been estimatcd that, using all
our technological knou'-hol', this
earth can sustain-just-about 8ooo
million people. \\'e are already nearly
halfthat figure, and by the end ofthe
century rvill certainly reach it unless
drastic birth control is introduced on
a global scale. And then rvhat ?

Do rr'e drorvn in a u'elter of teeming
cities, dead rivers, sterile oceans,
poisonous atmosphere, a countrvside
buried under garbage and sel'agc ?

Or do we stop just talking about
pollution as an academic bogey, and
make it the single most important
issue to be dealt with by a humanity
which claims to be adult ?

Nothing is more important to our
physical future than the controlling
of the massive upsurge in u orld
population, and the deadlr- fact of
pollution rvhich is its corollary,
World poverty, racism, sars, hatreds
and vendettas all are secondary to
that number one fact that as an ever-
multiplying race we are swiftly and
steadily poisoning our environment.

And we are fast approaching the
point of no return.

The responsibility to deal *ith this
nightmare lies rvith everyone. Con-
traception should be tackled on an
international scale, and not hampered
by outmqded, man-ordained religious
30

taboos. Industry should be compelled
to adopt cleaner processes) and to
purify the dirt it cannot avoid. The
best scientific brains should be applied
to the problem of how to process,
utilize or re-cycle our ever-mounting
rubbish.

And rve must stop pouring effluent,
oil, chemicals, radio-active matter,
and the universal garbage from cities
and industries into the atmosphere,
the rivers and the oceans.

Already they are dying. Within
another generrtion, unchecked, they
l'ill be dead. -\nd then l e shall die.

In the beginning of all things God
created a balance ! \\ e, in our
arrogance and greed, have destroyed
that balance. God also gave us the gift
of common sense-not over-lorked
of late.

But if rve apply it we may yet pre-
serve a good earth for our children,
and their children.

SALVATION
The fear offuture pain or ofdestruc-

tion may stimulate a man for his ol n
self's sake to seek salvation; but the
only salration that exists or can exist
is one that he can never find shile he
seeks it for his ou'n self's sake.

The late Archbishop l4/illiam Temple



TRYING TO
ANSw,ER,
YOUR
EUESTIONS
Send your questions to the Rev.
Peter Croft, c/o The Window, The
Alden Press, Osney tr{ead, Oxford
OXz oEG. They will be treated as
confidential.

Dest-iny and free will
I ha'ce o./ietr thrtught that Judas

I.rc ariot wn.s unju st ly contlemn ed.
The cont'irtg o.[ John the Boptist uas

Jbretold in the Old Testaruent and also
in the tisron of' Eli:abeth his utother.
The crttning oJ' Jesus n ts 0lto lrtretoll.
there/itte lltt rltole Stlott o.l' hts ltlt
n aull lte utnpTe,l t,rrt. trll tlttrt.t,s i,trttg
postl,le

Our Lor d sattl a.t the last sulper
that one o.f his disciplcs nonld ltetral,
him; and a.fter his ltetrayal he told
Peter-'Be.fbte cctck crow thou shalt
hate denied me t/trice.'

Hop could either jtrdas or Peter help
doing ohat /ate hal lrepared Jbr thent?
How could -'/esus fut then his f ientls in
vrch positiotts'!

N.[.E.

N.E.E. cloesn't give his address,
so I can't l lite to him personally but
I hope he sees this.

I don't bclieve in fatc. Peter and
Judas r.rere fi'ee.

Norv there are t\\ o thines involr,ed
here. There's the 'foresiehti of the Old

driving home it doesn't take much
'foresight' to tell him he might run
into trouble. If you possess a modi-
cum of intelligence and imagination
you might be able to work out where
he'll run into trouble, and what kind
of trouble it'll be !

This as I see it was the kind of
'foresight' you get in the Bible. I don't
for one moment rule out the pos-
sibility that some people may be able
to 'see' the future-time's a funny
thing. But I've no experience of
that taking place in a supra-normal
way. I haLe experience as most people
have, of it taking place in the normal
rvay rvhich I have just described.
But ho*'ever it happens, because it's
tseen' that doesn't mean it's 'fixed'.
With our chap in the 'Star & Garter',
I may 'see' that he'll get nabbed by
the police car that's als'ays parked in
the side street ii aiting for characters like
him after ciosing time, but if after my
s arning he gets out of his car and
takes a tari he'll be as safe as houses.
He's free to do that.

You get this sort of thing happening
in the Old Testament. One of the
prophets says: 'Israel is going to be
overwhelmed by Babylon.' Then
Israel changes direction-it repents
and turns au'ay from the t,ronB path
and goes God's rvay and the prophet
changes his tune. Babylon lvon't
overwhelm them yet. People are
free.

Judas and Peter didn't hai.te to go
the way they did. Jesus sarv that
because they u'ere the people they
rvere that in a crisis this rvas the r'vay

they rvould rcact-but they were .free
to prooe him wrong.

Of course \\'e feel sympathetic
torvards Judas, as we do towards
Peter. They were men and 'we have
the same lr eaknesses as they had.
The difference betu,een them rvas
that Peter picked himself up and Judas
fell into despair.

Ptinterl tn Gteat Britqin br Alclen & \,[oxbray Ltd ancl pLrblishedbl,
A. R t\4ort,bray & Co. Ltcl. at the AIclen Press. Orforcl
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DR. HOPE
The Parish of New Marston has lost a faithful and much-beloved

priest in the death on January l3th of Constantine Hope. During his last
years he had been dogged by a serious illness, but did his utmost to uy
to keep going, and in the end was forced to retire. As a scholar, Constantine
Hope had made a name for himself with his study of Martin Bucer and
the English Reformation.

fr 
ct and

Hope
w church
\I/

l\{any will remember this faithful and cheery priest with love and
affection. Some may not realize that he was the personal friend of Pastor
Neimoller, with whom he renerved his acquaintance on his last visit to
Germany, and also of Bishop Martin Dibelius.

Dr. Hope had known suffering in other ways, for he was originally a
member of the Confessional Church which withstood Hitler, and because
of this he became a marked man by the Gestapo.

In the future whenever we think of the parish of St. Michael and All
ate rvith ir the name of " Dr. Hope,"
who despite many handicaps, seived
s ability, and u,ho now, at a compar-

rest.

Tc Mrs. Hope and to Nicholas, we extend our deepest sympathy in
this their loss.

THE R.EVEREND NORMAN GREENFIEI.D

Queen has approved the
d, Vicar of Littleworth,
of Nerv Marston. Mr.
been Assistant Steward-

ship Adviser to the Diocese. A graduate of
rn the North of England. He is married,
incidental asser is a qualified football refere
to Mr. and Mrs. Greenfield, and hope that when the date of the Institutio,n
and Inducticn is announced, there will be a good attendance to welcome
them.

ELECTOR.AL ROLL
With the introCuction of the new system for the calculation of parish

shares, it is increasinely importan: rhat the Electoral Roil should te an
accurate _record of parish members. Those who live outside the parish
but worship with us are also reminded that they cannot be married-at St.
Nicholas Church un-less cne or orher of the partners either lives in the
parish or is on ihe electoraL roil. To be placed on the electoral, you must



out delay.

.. I{OLLYtr}INES "
This is the new name for part of the farm-house which used to be

known .. " Crnoorrs Farm." The owners are to be congratulated on the

fine work of restoraticn they have done on this old house'

rE{E R.ECREATION GROUND

many people in the Past.

USE OF TI{E ORGAN

COURTESY IN TI{E SIIOPS

NOT TAKEN FOR. GRANTED
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CiiUR'H G LOCAL CLUES, SCCIET!ES, ETC.

C:iURCii
tsell R:n3ers. Sec. : Mr. A.. Garrrnon, 50 OxiorC RoaC.

Brow:ries : Brownie Guider : Miss I. Read, 6 Cotswold Crescent -
TeL 47370

Ch:!r. Choirirlasier : Mrs. E. M. Garnet, 3l Oxford Road.
C,;l: Sc:-ri Le:-jer : Mr. A. J. Roberis, 54 Cheiwell Dlir':. TeI. 4C879.

Girl Gui:les. G-:ile Captain: Mrs. Retter, 1.5 Campbell Road, Cowley.
Parieh Magazine :

Mothers' Uolcr. Enrolling Member:
Parcchia! Chrr:ch Co*ncil. Sec. ; Mrs. M. Ilarlow, Fir Tree I{cuse,

Oxiord R.oad.

Scouis. Scout Leader : Mr. N. Lankford, 55 Crotch Ciescent, Ner.v
.N'Iar:tcr.
Group Scout Leader : -ldi. rM. Furber, 42 Chel,vel1 Drive.

Si. IJichoizs' Fe!lo*,s:rip. Sec. : -NAiss E. Warburton, Cross Coitage,
Old i'la;slot-t

Youog Wives : (,rr,r'up Lcadcr : Mrs. P. Prescott! 22 Ashlong Road.
Secrerar-v r IIrs D. 9all, 98 Oxford Road. TeI. 42352.

LOCAL
AXlo:;ment .Assoclatio:r. Sec : r\1r. R. Borven, 135 Odord Road.
tsritisrh l-egion. M2rston & District Sec. : l"{r. F. Thorrpson, 5 Ternple

Street, Oxi'ord.
Malstca Flayels :

Marstoo ResiCeuts' Association : Secretary : Mr, G. A. Hine,
21 Raym,:nd Ro:d. Tel. 40482.

Ove:60's Chb. Sec.: Mrs. J. Yates, 31 \Wcodstock Ciose, \rirooCstock Rd.
Treas. : Mrs. E. $feekl, "'Ihe Jack Russe,l," Saiford RoaC.

Parish CounciI" Chairman : Mr. A. Gammon, 50 Oxfor'C Road.
Far c:rt-Te"ch:: A ssoc"ation

St Nicholas :-Mrs. B. Prescott, 22 Ashlong Road.
Hariorv School :-Mrs. J. Hod3kins, 31 Eims Drive.

Women's Xnstitute : Miis E. S7arbutrton, Cross Cottage, Oid Marston.

{JSEFUL XNFORMATIO}J
D strict Nu:ses, 6 B:oughtorr's Close. Oid Marston. Tel. Oxford 44417.

Health Visitor : Miss E. McDermott. Phone KIDLINGTON 3502.

Infant Weliare Clinic : The Village HaIl, Thursdal,s 2-4 p.m.
Library: The Village Ha1l, Old Marston.

Morday and WednesdaY - Closed.
Tuesday - 

2 p.m.to 5 p.m. 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.
Thuisday - 

2 p.m.to 5 p.m. 5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
Friday - 

10 a.m. to 12.3C p.m. 2 p.rn. to 5 p.m.

Over 5C's Ciub. St. Nicholas Church Hal1, Mondays at 2.45 p.m.
Rcgistrar o1' Births, Marriages and Deaths : St. Nicholas' Chuich iIall,

ElsfielC Road, Old -&Ia;ston. Thurrdal'5 4 to 4.3C p.m.
Viliag: Ha1l AII Bookings to Ni.r. Tasker, 35 Mill Lane, Cld L{arston.
St \ichorrs' Church Hali ard Cortmittee Roo:n. All Bookings tc Miss

O, J LoCge, 5 Eisield RoaC, OId .l,'lantcn. (47956).

Nur-se:)' Schcol All enquiries to .- The Village }iall dur.ng schcol
hour s.



DIRECTORY
\?'e hope all readers will patronise the shops advertised
in this Directory where excellent service is assured:

Baby_lineq Children's and Ladies, Wear, \[ool, Slippers:
" Joyce's, 18 Cherwell Drive, Marston...............-..............TeI. 63846

Baby Linen and tr-adies' Wear, Wool, etc.:
North, 5 Salford Road Old Marston ..........Te1. 41451

Butcher (I{igh Class) :
V. C. White (Marston) Ltd., L7 Salford Rd., Old Marston ...Tel. 43177

Caterers - Bufiets & Wedding Receptions :
Cyril & Esme Weeks, "The Jack Russell," Salford Road......Tel. 47668

Chemist:
B. G. Oliver (Oxford) Ltd., 11 Old Marston Rd., Marston...Tel. 43824

Christian Book Centre:
57A St. Clement's Street, Odord .................Te[. 47567

CoaI Distributor :
Dunlops, L.M.S. !7harf, Odord................ .Te[.42421

Dairy:
R. A. Smith, Church Lane, Old Marston........ Tel. 48813

Driving'School :
" Lionel " School of Motoring, R.A.C., IA.M., M.O.T. Approved,

12 Cotswold Crescent, Olil Marst6n........ :............ ...-...f eL lZtZe
Fish and Poultry, Greengrocery and Frozen Foods:

G. R. Porter, 19 Salford Road Old Marston.....................Tet. 42757
Florists osses and Wedding Designs:

Jos ding bouquets, wreaths and
wers, plants. Vorld-wide

Inter-Flora, 5l George Street, Oxford .....TeL. 42383
Fuaeral Directors :

Reeves & Pain, 10 Cambridge Terrace, St. Ebbe's............TeL. 42529
83 Botley Road, Odord ........TeL, 42529
10 Newton Road, Oxford .....TeI. 48817

Gardening Requisltes :
. Smith's Flardware Stores - China & Glassware, Pet Foods," Pink Paraffin - 7 Salford noaa, Ota Mariton........ ....fel. +ZllA

Grocery, Provisions and Old Marston Post Ofrce:
L. E. H. Hayle, Oxford Road, Old Marston.....................Tel.49668

""1r6r6ssing:Ladies' & Gent's:
. S. T. Greenaway, 402 Marston Road Oxford............Tel. 48726

Ladies' & Children's :
" Karenlee," 9 Salford Road (under new management)...TeI. 41632
(late night : Friday until 7.30 p.m.).

Michael, Hair Fashions, 16 Cherwell Drive, Marston.........Tel. 63842
Hardware Stores and Paraffin Delivery Servioe :

L. C. Boiteux, 8 Cherwell Drive, Marston .....TeI. 61668
Men-s, Youths & Juvenile Wear, Alieratio$ & Repairs & Dry Cleaniag:

Percy's, 11 Salford Road, Old Marston........ ...TeL. 43212
Newsagents, Tobacconists, Confectioners ard Statiotrers :

Baxters (Oxford) Ltd., 7 Old Marston Road Odord. ...........Te[. 42123
and 22 Cherwell Drive,

Painter & Decorator, Plumbing & General Repairs:
S. Kushmar, 47 Ferry Road, Marston ...........Te1. 47189

Radio and Television, Rental, Sales and Service :
V. R. Hammond & Son Ltd.,404 Marston Road Oxford...Tel. 47706

Taxi - Car Hire (Long or Short tourneys) :
Marston Taxi Service, Mr. & Mrs. Leach,

5 Oxford Road, Old Marston........ .........Te1.47197
lVavy Line Groceries, Provision and Frozen Foods :

W. & A. G. Foote, Salford Stores, 15 Salford Road............Te1. 43174

Oliver & Son (Oxford) Lrd.,73 Georgq.


