
 
Joy 
The highlight of my summer (so far) has been standing 
in a sunny field in Dorset with at least five thousand 
other people, all singing The Wheels on the Bus. My 
middle son was sat upon my shoulders whilst my other 
two children danced with an enthusiasm that was 

bordering on dangerous, 
alongside equally 
exuberant children and 
adults. Mr Tumble, the 
singer on the enormous 
festival stage leading us in 

this group hysteria, is in my opinion an absolute 
rockstar despite being best known as a children’s 
entertainer. It was an unexpected, joyous moment for 
our family during our time at Camp Bestival, a family 
festival: one that I will treasure alongside many 
already made and, I pray, many more yet to come. 
Whilst some moments of joy come can come in the 
most unexpected of places, others have an element of 
planning. It was my privilege to officiate at a wedding 
a couple of weekends ago, and I got to be in the middle 
of the joy and excitement as two families gathered to 
celebrate the marriage of a couple completely in love. 
The sun was shining, everyone was smiling and there 
was an excited buzz in the air. It took all my self-
control to remind myself that I was there to do a 
serious job of marrying people rather than to let my 
hair down and join in the 
fun. The day was many 
months in the planning 
and the memory of the 
ceremony is one I and the 
couple will treasure too. 
The summer months bring for many of us happy 
memories of the long school holidays, trips away with 
family or friends, or simply idling the time away dozing 
in the garden whilst a book rests unread on a knee. Yet 
joy is not confined to the obviously happy seasons of 
life, nor does it only arrive when everything is easy, 
settled, or carefully arranged. It is not every day that 
we find ourselves in a festival field or attending a 
wedding. Amongst these events, I have also taken a 
number of funerals, visited grieving families and  

 
 
visited the sick and housebound in and around Old 
Marston. There are seasons when joy feels distant; 
when the circumstances of life make it hard to notice  
anything beyond what must be carried at that point. In 
those times talk of joy can sound naïve, as though it  
asks us to pretend that everything is fine when it 
clearly is not. But true joy is not the same as denial,  

being happy simply for the sake of it. 
Rather, joy is a quiet and strong 
disposition that I admire in many 
people I meet. Those who I learn 
from most are those who find joy in 
other people finding joy. Whilst their 
own days of standing in fields rocking 

out to a man dressed as clown or donning their finest 
to attend a wedding are now only memories, these 
people find a special kind of joy in other people, 
whether that be tales of holidays and adventure or a 
memory of a loved one now gone. Finding joy in other 
people is something I would like to get better at. 
Joy may come unexpectedly or need a little planning, 
but it also needs to be practised. We can train 
ourselves to pay attention: to the sound of children 
laughing, to listen to the friend who calls with their 
exciting tales, or the stranger who is having a good day 
and they give us a cheery smile on the way to the shop. 
Joy can be found in the ordinary routines of our own 
life and in those who live around us. These things may 
seem small, but they are not insignificant. The joy of 
that summer field in Dorset was unexpected, almost 
ridiculous, and all the more precious because of it. It 
reminded me that joy is not always grand or dignified. 
Sometimes it is loud, chaotic, sung badly and shared 
with thousands of strangers. 
Sometimes it is planned for 
months. But often it is discovered in 
the routine of day-to-day life, which 
is important for those days when life makes joy 
difficult for ourselves: we can still find it in other 
people. Whatever you have done or plan to do this 
summer, I pray you find some joy and I pray you get to 
share that joy with someone else. 
                                                                    Rev Sam Durley 
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What to quote in September? 
The Marrog by RC Scriven  
My desk’s at the back of the class  
And nobody, nobody knows  
I’m a Marrog from Mars  
With a body of brass  
And seventeen fingers and toes.  
 

Wouldn’t they shriek if they knew  
I’ve three eyes at the back of my head  
And my hair is bright purple  
My nose is deep blue  
And my teeth are half-yellow, half-red.  
 

My five arms are silver, and spiked  
With knives on them sharper than spears.  
I could go back right now if I liked –  
And return in a million light-years.  
 

I could gobble them all  
For I’m seven foot tall  
And I’m breathing green flames from my ears.  
 

Wouldn’t they yell if they knew,  
If they guessed that a Marrog was here?  
Ha-ha, they haven’t a clue –  
Or wouldn’t they tremble with fear!  
“Look, look, a Marrog”  
They’d all scream – and SMACK  
The blackboard would fall and the ceiling would crack  
And teacher would faint, I suppose.  
But I grin to myself, sitting right at the back  
And nobody, nobody knows. 
 

(Ed note: this is my all-time favourite back-to-school 
poem. Ronald Scriven was a Yorkshire man, orphaned 
young, rendered almost deaf by an ear infection as a 
child and subsequently blinded by glaucoma AND YET 
still so full of fun). 
 

Nature notes: What to see and hear in September? 
September marks the start of Autumn with cooler 

mornings and 
occasional mists. 
After the torrid 
summer heat, birds 
and small mammals 
will be actively 
looking for 

hedgerow treats including berries and crab apples. 
You might spot bracket fungi on deciduous trees, 
including the spectacular chicken of the woods, with 
its thick yellow-orange flesh (pictured). Look out for 
garden spiders. These common orb spiders vary in 
colour from greyish to reddish-brown with a distinct 
white cross on their back; females are larger, growing 
up to 2 centimetres excluding their legs. Completely 
harmless to humans, the spider’s venomous bite will 
kill small insects ensnared in its web. 
 
 

What to cook in September? 
Smoked haddock chowder 
Ingredients 
50g butter 
3-4 sliced medium leeks 
½ tsp dried thyme 
1 large potato, peeled and diced 
200g frozen sweetcorn 
2 smoked haddock fillets 
Enough milk to cover the fish 
Black pepper 
Chopped fresh parsley 
Method 

Heat the butter in a deep pan 
on the hob. When melted add 
the leeks and thyme. Cover 
with a tight-fitting lid and 
simmer gently for about 10 
minutes. Add the potatoes and 
sweet corn and cook for 
another 10 minutes. In another 

pan, add the haddock fillets, bay leaf and pepper. 
Simmer gently for 10 minutes. When just cooked 
remove the bones from the haddock, break it into 
chunks and place it in the pan with the potatoes. Pour 
in the milk from the fish pan. Remove the bay leaf. 
Bring back to a gentle simmer and add the chopped 
parsley before serving with chunky bread. 
 

Marston WI 
Marston Women’s Institute meets 
on 8 September at 7.30pm in St 
Nicholas church hall when Katie 
Wheater Wellbeing will be showing how to find ease 
in body and mind-improving sleep, mobility and 
relaxation. Bring a belt or scarf! First visit free. See our 
website: marstonwi.org  
 

Coffee Pot 
Our next Coffee Pot will be on Mon 21 September 
from 10.30am to 12 noon in the church hall. We 
welcome all who have been bereaved and others who 
would like to meet more people. For more details 
please contact Eileen Palayiwa on 01865 725423. 
 

Donations to St Nicholas church 
If you enjoy reading this 
magazine...if any information it 
gives proves useful to you...please 
consider making a financial 
donation. Help towards the church's upkeep would be 
very much appreciated. We can claim Gift Aid of 25% 
on any donation up to £30 when you use this QR code. 
 

Lunch Club 
..meets on Friday 25 September for sausage casserole, 
seasonal veg, strudel and icecream. Ring Debbie 
(01865 580354) to book your place. 

http://marstonwi.org/


 

Rooms available for hire 
St Nicholas Primary school in Raymund Road has a 
suite of office rooms, including toilet and kitchen 
facilities,  available for long term let. For full 
information go to 
https://stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk/facility-and-
room-hire/ and contact Anne Johnson via 01865 
242838 or sbm@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk for 
details.  
 

Old Marston Rainbows 
Old Marston Rainbows currently meet from 

5.45 to 6.45 on Wednesdays in the Boults Lane 
Scout Hut and currently have spaces  

for girls aged 4-7. 
Also accepting expressions of interest to go on a 

waiting list. Please contact Lesley 
07765 418067 lesleydentry@btinternet.com 

 
                              

Marston Community Players 
We’re planning a production of Fondly Remembered 
by Gareth Armstrong on 21 and 22 November. The 
theme of the play: is a man’s memorial service the 
time to tell the truth? A group of friends has gathered 
to celebrate a life. But who exactly are they 
remembering? The four friends are Donald Sowerby, a 
moderately successful actor with a bee in his bonnet 
about almost everything, Cressida Brent, a single 
woman whose life has been dominated by a 
combination of unrequited love and her career in 
theatrical administration, Barry Dumont, also an actor 
but an easy-going gay man who has never let career or 
ambition get in the way of enjoying himself and Zoe 
Partridge, a colourful, self-confident character, well 
aware of her public image as an actress, whose career 
is probably about to slide and who is indifferent to her 
own tendency for verbal howlers. Assisting them is the 
Rev. Matilda Haldane, a former city banker now in 
charge of a depressed East End parish, who finds all 
her diplomatic skills necessary to deal with the group 
of luvvies who both puzzle and intrigue her. 
The characters of Zoe and the Reverend Matilda have 
been cast, but this is a call for anyone interested in 
auditioning for the roles of Donald, Cressida or Barry 
to get in touch. Please contact Carole Robinson on 
robinsoncarole@btinternet.com. Auditions can be 
arranged to suit individuals. The intention is to have 
the play fully cast as soon as possible. Rehearsals will 
start in late September. 
 

A local request.. 
...to all local householders with a high hedge abutting 
a Marston pavement: please could you do some timely 
maintenance and trim yours back? Many thanks! 
 
 
 

 

Old Marston Library needs YOU 
For almost 12 years now local residents have been 

helping to keep Old 
Marston library open to the 
public by giving ninety 
minutes of their time per 

month to help run a session. Volunteers open the 
library  between 5.30 and 7pm on a Tuesday and 
Thursday, 2-5pm on a Friday afternoon and 9.30-12.30 
on two Saturdays per month. Could you help us do 
that? Email janlawrie@btinternet.com if you would 
like more information. 
 

Harvest Community Supper 
You are warmly invited to join Elsfield's Bring-and-
share Harvest Supper on Saturday 26 September 
at 6.30pm in Elsfield church's Village Room. Please 
contact Justine or James to confirm how many of you 
will join us and what food you will bring to share. 
Justin 07426 463119 or  justinemccool@fastmail.com  
James - 07507 885169 or james@checkemian.com 
 

Thursday evening slot available at Mortimer Hall 
A slot at Mortimer Hall has become available for 
someone interested in running a class on Thursday 
evenings. Our other regular classes are:  
Tuesday - Kick boxing (6.30pm) 
Wednesday - Yoga (6.30pm) 
Friday - Kick boxing (6.30pm) 
If you’re looking to run a class, please contact Chris 
at bookings@mortimerhall.co.uk or telephone 01865 
727995 to discuss. mortimerhall.co.uk 
 

https://stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk/facility-and-room-hire/
https://stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk/facility-and-room-hire/
mailto:sbm@stnicholasprimaryschool.org.uk
http://lesleydentry@btinternet.com
mailto:robinsoncarole@btinternet.com
http://janlawrie@btinternet.com
mailto:justinemccool@fastmail.com
mailto:james@checkemian.com
mailto:bookings@mortimerhall.co.uk
http://mortimerhall.co.uk/


  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

   

 



Bellringing report - September 2026 
We haven’t had chance to write for a while so here’s a 
few updates from the past couple of months. In July, 
we visited Weston Turville but weren’t able to 
complete our quarter peal attempt as the person 
opening up the tower had forgotten about us. We 
were comforted that our lunch venue had upgraded us 
to their Afternoon Tea room. We did however manage 
a quarter peal another day at Honington, somewhere 
we’ve never rung before. 
One particularly busy weekend saw us enjoy our usual 
practice night, followed by ringing for a wedding 
Saturday and then a quarter peal the next morning 
with 18 method variations. 
A memorable quarter peal at the end of July took place 
on a visit to Englefield near Theale – the first time 
ringing here for all, a first time ringing on eight bells 
for some and the 200th quarter peal for another! The 
estate has been a location to series such as The Crown 
and Endeavour and the film The King’s Speech. 
The heatwaves may have increased the temperature 
greatly in the tower but they have not deterred our 
ringers (much) and we have continued to practice 
regularly, if at times shortening the evening sessions 
to ensure we look after our team. We’ve been pleased 
to welcome yet another young person to the band 
who is progressing exceptionally well. Perhaps a new 
hobby for your child in this new academic year? 
 

A view from Elsfield 
Sunday Surprise 
It’s Sunday morning some 25 years ago.  I walk out the 
back, up the garden and am greeted by R.  He tosses a 
smallish lump of something over the fence. 
“What d’you think this is?” 
I turn it over.  It’s not mud or stone.  It’s metallic, 
heavily corroded and familiar.  I lob it back to him. 
“Not sure.  It’s familiar somehow.  Where did it come 
from?” 
“Over the back on the edge of the field they’ve been 
disking.” 
He throws it back.  I catch it and turn it over in my 
hand.  There’s something powdery leaking from one 
end of it.  Then I realise what it is.   
It’s a hand grenade.   
The safety pin has gone along with the striker lever 
and that powdery stuff is the chemical delay.  This 
thing is live! 
What happens next to these reckless tykes? 
See next month’s episode… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Old Marston Parish Council Report - August 
There was no PC meeting in August and business was 
quiet. 
 

Oxford CC has approved the planning application from 
15 Haynes Road. 
 

OxFest at the end of July was well attended with 
positive feedback. This was funded by the PC,  as was 
the fireworks display last year and the autumn and 
spring fun days at the church hall. The PC is keen to 
support local events that are enjoyed by the whole 
community. 
 

The PC is looking at ideas to make the Orchard Triangle 
a better place to visit for both people and wildlife. If 
you have any ideas, then please do get in touch. Also 
please do remember our local wildlife, especially the 
birds and hedgehogs, by putting out water. 
 

The development at Oxford City Council-owned 
Almonds Farm in Mill Lane has started. There are 
concerns about the consequential increase of 
construction traffic, adding to that of the Hill View 
Farm project, especially along Oxford Road, Cherwell 
Drive and Marsh Lane. The developers at both projects 
are trying to coordinate transport to minimise 
congestion. 
 

As a result of the three developments in this part of 
Old Marston, the PC is also looking to develop the 
recreational ground in Mill Lane, owned by OPT and 
managed by the PC. A group of local residents has 
formed a working group. If you have any ideas or 
would like to get involved, then please do get in touch. 
 

Please be aware that this year’s Oxford Half Marathon 
is taking place on Sunday 11 October. 
 

The clerk, Tim Cann, can be contacted by phone  
(07341 758889) Mon to Wed from 9am until 1pm.  
Otherwise a message can be left or emailed via: 
clerk@oldmarston-pc.gov.uk For information, 
agendas. minutes of meetings etc go to 
https://www.oldmarston-pc.gov.uk X, Facebook, 
WhatsApp, Instagram  or BlueSky.  
 

 
 

mailto:clerk@oldmarston-pc.gov.uk
https://www.oldmarston-pc.gov.uk/


  
Trade Directory 
Architectural services for Planning Permissions/ Building Regulations 
Digby Architectural: 4 Broughton Close ………………………………07979 756918 
Building/Builders Services 
     Colin Simpson: High Class painting, decorating and coving etc: 
  10 Dent’s Close OX3 0NP .................................................. 01865 742842 
 Trevor Dines: No job too small - plumbing, complete bathrooms 
  from fitting a door to building an extension. Free estimates.  
  8, Raymund Road  ............................. ....01865 452851,  07889 263140 
 Daniel Kelly: Painting and decorating services:  .................. 07917 607949 
Cleaning Carpets & Upholstery 
 Grimebusters: Quality carpet, rug & upholstery cleaning at competitive 
   rates. Free estimates ........................................................ 01865 726983 
Complementary Medicine 
    Oxford Therapies: pain relief, stress, management & more 
     www.oxford-therapies.com................................................07913 503257 
 Oxford Reflexology: relaxation, stress-relief and rebalance 
  www.oxfordreflexology.co.uk.........................................07726 312719 
Decorating 
Kerr-Brown painting/decorating hkbdecorating@gmail.com  07944 605502                                                              
Dog grooming service in Old Marston village..........................07877 183281 
Electricians 
 Brian Turner: Registered NICEIC domestic installer ............ 01865 728729 
  All work guaranteed 33, Salford Road  ............................ 07538 382683 
    ............................................. brian.r.turner@ntlworld.com 
 Craig Holloway Electrical Ltd:  .................................................  07868 706392 
                                                          ............... enquiries@craigholloway.co.uk 
Footcare 
Pedilicious Foot Care: treatment following initial medical consultation, 
including foot soak, toe nails trimmed, corns and calluses removed, half leg 
and foot massage. Contact Patricia Anson (with years of experience) 
............................................................................................. 07881 366350 
 
Funeral Directors 
     C S Boswell Independent funeral services…………….…………01865 553737  
 Homewood Funerals (Family-owned and managed) 
          14 Cherwell Drive, Marston OX3 4LY ………………………..01865 570000 
Garden & small machinery service/repair…….taylordannyuk@yahoo.co.uk 
Danny Taylor, 5 Ouseley Close, Marston OX3 0JS…………….…07796 573319 
Hair and Beauty 
  Fiona's Hair Salon:  
  Salford Road, Old Marston OX3 0RX  ............................... 01865 241632 
Monumental Mason 
 Reeves Memorials: New memorials, removal for burials, added  
  inscriptions & renovations.  
  147A Magdalen Rd, Oxford. OX4 1RL .............................. 01865 251231 
Plumbing, Heating & Gas 
Lemarsh Building Services – plumbing and heating 
      22 Marsh Lane……………………………………….........................07710 390980 
S. J. Moore: Installation and servicing for all gas appliances. 
  Gas Safe Reg. 146337. 
  76, Arlington Drive................................01865 724037, 07970 470176 
Tree Surgery, Fruit Tree Pruning 
 R. Timms: 80 Oxford Road ....................................................01865 244608 
Window Cleaning - MRF Window Cleaning Services 
 Mick Fry: 37, Green Hill Oxford OX4 7UD. Fully insured member of the 
 Federation of Master Window Cleaners ... 01865 777889, 07887 515168 
               

Parish Organisations 
Allotments Associations 
 Court Place Farm, Boults Lane. Chair: Jane Wilson                                                           
 Sunday mornings 9-10.30am...............shed.cpf-allotments@gmail.com 
 Mill Lane  Chairman: Angie Brown ........................... ....07852 132874 
   Treasurer Dana Vlad ………………………………..07919 493580 
   Secretary Alex Hodgkinson-Last.......a_last@hotmail.com 
Baby and Toddler Club Weds 9.30-11.30 term time in Parish Hall 
 Helen Norman.....................................................................07852 213974 
Bellringers: 
 Practice Friday 7.15pm Learners welcome 
 Hugh Deam, Tower Captain.................................................. 01865 247574 
     Roy Peach, Secretary……………………………………………….…….07788 746157 
Choirs and Musicians at St Nicholas 
 Junior Choir, SATB Choir, Music Group 
 Practices at various times. 
 Lewis Morin……………………..musicdirector@stnicholasmarston.org.uk 
Coffee Pot 
 Coffee morning, monthly, Monday 
 Eileen Palayiwa, 27 Ouseley Close  .................................... ..01865 725423 
Rainbow, Brownie, Guide and Ranger Units  
 Evenings throughout the week.  ............. Adult volunteers as well as girls 
                                                                                                                 welcomed! 
 District Commissioner, Lesley Dentry, ................................. 07765 418067 
Leisure: 
 OXSRAD Sports and Leisure Centre, 
 Court Place Farm, Marsh Lane. ............................................ 01865 741336 
Library (next to Mortimer Hall) opening hours 
 Tuesday 2-5pm; 5.30-7pm 
 Thursday 2-5pm; 5.30-7pm  
 Friday 10-12noon; 2-5pm 
 Saturday 9.30-12.30pm .............................................. .01865 815176 
Hedena Health Medical Centre. ..............................................  01865 597023 
Marston Community Gardening 
 Alistair Morris ……………………………………………………………….. 01865 724081 
 Kate Robinson ……………………………………………………….……… 01865 766620 
Marston Saints Football Club 
Andy Winchester (Treasurer) ..............................................www.msfc.org.uk 
Mortimer Hall (Village Hall) 
 Chris Crane, 2 Raymund Road ............................................. .01865 727995 
Oxford City Council (Marston Representatives) 
 Mary Clarkson, 8 Dunstan Road, Oxford OX3 9BY .............. 01865 751493 
    Kate Robinson .....................................................................07483 011488 
Oxfordshire County Council (Marston Representative) 
 Mark Lygo   .....................................................................  07765 665 726 
Oxford Preservation Trust 
 10 Turn Again Lane, Oxford OX1 1QL.................................01865 242918 
Parentline 
 Confidential helpline for parents ........................................ .01865 726600 
Parish Council 
 Parish Clerk: Tim Cann, 8 Nicholas Avenue....................07341 758889  
 (Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday 9.00 am – 1.00 pm) 
 Chairman: Duncan Hatfield …………………………………………….07706998224 
Pre-school at Mortimer Hall 
 open 9 sessions a week ........................................................ 07818 236348 
Royal British Legion Club Hall: 
 Steward  ....................................................................... 01865 243991 
Schools 
 Friends of St Nicholas School .............................................. .01865 242838 
Scouts — 43rd Oxford (St. Nicholas) Scout Group, Boults Lane 
Group Scout Leader, Tim Greaves…………… tim.greaves@keble.oxon.org 
Beaver Scout Leader, Sue Springett  ........................................ 01865 251515 
Cub Scout Leader, Matthew Kennedy....matthew.kennedy500@gmail.com   
Scouts Leader, Linda Phillips  ................................................... .07804 925705  
St. Nicholas Church Hall and Committee Room 
 Debbie Bailey, Parish Office ................................................. 01865 580354 
Women’s Institute 
    Meetings at 7.30 second Tue of each month - new members welcome! 
President, Sue Hawes …….................... marstonwi.org  
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