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ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH - OLD MARSTON

Vicar: Rev. Paul N. Rimmer, M.A.
ll Elsfield Road, Old Marston. Tel.: 47034.

Reader: Mr. V'. If. Saumarez Smith, O.B.E., MA., Bishop's \Food End,
Cuddesdon.

Parish \trorker: Deaconess O. J. Lodge, 5 Elsfield Road Old Marston.
Tel. : O:dord 47956.

Vicar's Warden: Mr. V. C. Cardg 110 Stauntoo Road Headington, Odord.
Tel. : 61116.

People's Wardcn: Mr. A. \['. Sidebottom, Melandra, OId Road, Shotover,
Oxford. Tel. : Oxford 62654.

Secretary of the P.C.C.: Mrs. M. Harlow, Fir Tree House, Old Marston.
Organist : Mrs. E. A. Garner, " Barn Gates," 3l Oxford Rd., Old Marston.

Tel. : Oxford 41888.

SUNDAY SERVICES
Holy Communion: 8 a.m.

Parish Communio,n: 10 a.m. Parish Communion (followed by Coffee).
CrEche in Scout Hut.

Evening Prayer aad Setmon: 6.30 p.m.
Holy Baptism: Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 3 p.m. unless

otherwise announced. Notice must be given.

Holy Mauimony: Banns to be given in at the Vicarage.

WEEKDAY SERVICES
Holy Communion: Wednesdays at 7.15 a.m.- 

3rd Friday at 10.30 a.h. with Laying on of Hands for sick.
And at other times, as aanounced. (See Notice Board).

The Daily Services of Morning and Evening Prayer are usually said each day
at 7.15 a.m. and 5.15 p.m. (except on Saturdays). !flednesday:
Morning Prayer is at 9.15 a.m. but it is advisable to consult the
notice board in the Church Porch.

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS AND MEETINGS I

Children's Instruction : Confirmation School and Crossbearers, 10 a.m. in
Church Hall. lst Sunday in month - Parish Communion.

K.G. and Juniors : Sundays, 11.15 a.m.
Nursery: Sundays, 11.15 a.m. in Mortimer Hall.

Mothet's Union: As announcedr T.45 p.m. at the Vicarage.

Young Wives Group: Alternate Vednesdays, 7.45 p.m. in Church Hall.
Bellringers : Practice Night - Friday nights, 7.45 p.m.

Brownies : Mondan 6 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.

Girl Guides : Monday, 7.30 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.
Cubs : Tuesday & Thursday, 6.15 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.

43rd St. Nicholas' Scout Troop : Fridan 7.15 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.

As the covers arc printed in advance you are adviscd to consult the
Noticc Board in the Church Porch, in case of dteration of times.



PARISH CALENDAR : OCTOBER

Oct. 2. Tuesday. 9.15 a.m. Housewives Holy Communion.
S.00 p.m. Bible Reading Fellowship Meeting at the Vicarage-

,, 3. \X/ednesday. 7.15 a.m. Holy Communion.-- 
7.45 p.m. 

- 
Marston lfives meet in Church Hall.

,, 6. Saturday. Over 60's Club hold Morning Market and Coffee Morning
in Church HaIl, 10 a'm. to 12 noon.

,, 7. TRINITY XVI. 8 a.m. Holy- Communion.
10.0 a.m. The Parish Communion'
ll.l5 a.m. Children's Instruction.
6.30 p.m. Evensong and Sermon.

,, 10. Wednesday. 7.15 a.m. Holy Communion.

,, 14. TRINITY XVII. 8 a.m. Holy- Communion.
I0.0 a.m. The Parish Communion.
3.00 p.m. Holy Baptism (after previous arrangement).
6.30 p.m. Evensong and Sermon.

, 16. Tuesday. Meeting of Stewardship Continuation Committe, 8 p.m.
at Vicarage.

,, 17. Wednesday. 7.75 a.rt Holy Communion." 
7.45 p.m. 

' 
Marston \ff/ives meet in Church Hall.

l50th Anniversary of Recasting of Church Bells.

,, 18. Thursday. Festival of St. I-uke,. Evangellst.
N.B. 7.15 P.m. HolY Communion.

,, 19. Friday. 10.30 a.m. HoIy Communion.

,, 21. TRINITY XVIII. Education Sunday.
8.00 a.m. HolY Communion.
10.0 a.m. The Parish Communion.
11.15 a.m. Children's Instruction'
6.30 p.m. Evensong and Sermon.

,, 24. Wedaesciay. 7.15 a.m. Holy Communion'

,, 27. Saturday. SUUMER TIME ENDS. CLOCKS BACK I HOL'R'

,, 28. TRINITY rnon and St' Jude' A'A'
8.00 a.m.
10.0 a.m.
Preacher : r-v, Vicar of Headington and Rura1

Dean of C

llaltr:# revious arrangement)'
6.30 p.m.

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA
Oct. 7. Mr. B. G. Oliver.

,, 14. Mrs. Cleland.

,, 21. Mrs. Garner.

,, 28. Mrs. Starmer-Smith



VICAR'S LETTER

My Dear Friends,

As you will have seen from the notices Radio Oxford has invited us

to record a service on Sunday, October 7th at 10 a.m. for rebroadcasting

on the l4th. This will be the first part of the Series III Communion

Service. Please try to be in Church at least a quarter of an hour before

the service commences. You will have an opportunity of hearing the

service the following Sunday, so please don't stay away on the 7th, and

pray that the service may be an inspiration to those who listen in.

A special word of thanks this month must go to Mr. Casterton who
has just made us a new oak notice board, with sliding glass panels. The
details of weekday events and Children's instruction will be found on the

right hand side of the board.

Recently I preached at St. Nicholas Church on the theme of Thanks-
giving. When I returned home I read an article in the Observer by John
Crosby called " Happiness is here again." I think he put what I had tried
to say much better.

" I am tired of ' Ah, woe ! ' as a philosophy of life," he wrote.

" I am tired of being told that our life is a nightmare when quite

clearly it isn't. I've always harboured the belief that Dostoevsky

expressed in his memoirs and Tolstoy echoed in 'War and

Feace,'that life itself is such a gift that every day of it and every

breath you draw you should thank God for. Anything less than

ioy in life is a desecration of it." (Observer, 23.9.73).

Well, no doubt there are many for whom life, because of housing or lack

of it, hunger, or the ravages of war make life pretty impossible. But for
the majority of us, John Crosby says something which no preacher could

exPress better.

Yourssincerely, 

?*^%, '/



The $taff
of Life
Qove people have too much of it,
J tit" the Americans or the Cana--
dians. Some people sometimes have
too little of it, like the Russians who
have suffered the second of two
bad harvests in succession. Some
have too little of it all the time and
live, as so much of the world does,
on the brink of starvation. What we
are talking about is what is shown
in the picture-wheat.

This is, as it has for so long been
called, the true staff of life. you
could call it the stuff of life. With-
out it, whole peoples can starve.
With it, we can be assured of our
daily bread. Here in Britain we
produce very rich haryests and
even then we still have to import
quantities of wheat.

But do we take it for granted ? If
we do, it is as well to remind our-
selves of some fundamental truths.

Land

First of all, wheat, like most other
fundamentals of life, comes from
land. How long we can go on giving
so much of our actuaLland surface

-in this country not very much of
it-over to cities, sprawling conur-
bations and motorways, which
gobble up more and more thous-
ands of precious acres every year, is
something we ought to be thinking
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about now. lt will be too late to
sing 'Fair waves the golden corn'
rvhen there is little land left.

Secondly. harrest-tinte is a season
not only to be thankful for what we
have got, but also to be cotrscious
of what others lack. And the
unhappy fact that one third of the
world lives below starvatiorr level
is stilI with us. lt is a great problem
which does not go away. It will not
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go away just by being forgotten or
put aside. It is something which
must continue to bear upon the

Christian conscience. As it is, the

resources of our world-which
ought to be one world-are verY

unevenly distributed, and until this
inequality can be corrected, then

God's justice for his PeoPle will
not have been done.

Thirdly, we need to remember at

harvest-time those who Produce
it. The number of peoPle actuallY
working in agriculture grows less

year by year. On any showing, this
is a great loss, because it is the loss,

really, of a way of life. HistorY has

no reccrd of a people who have

lived happily ever after in cities.

It is essential to our general well-
being, and to that of the nalion as a

whole, that our cities, where ntost of
us now have to live, should be set

in a country which has plenty' of the
good earth still left and which is not

++++++
PRAYER FOR TODAY

THE SIGT.|
Not ashamed to confess the
iaith of Christ crucified

OCTOBER 1973 No. 826

S 16 after Ttinity
S 17 aller Trinity
Th St Luke, Evangelist
S 18 after Trinity
S St Simon and St

Jude, Apostles
19 after Trinity

7

14

18

21

28

thoughtlessly given over to the

urban developer.
And, fourth, it is good to remind

ourselves at this time of year, when

the rains of autumn come and the

anrrual miracle of harvest is past,

that the whole marvellous Pattern,
like the rest of life, depends on Cod
and comes from Cod. There is nrore

than a natural miracle in harvest-

time. There is a divine miracle, as

well.

+++
SICNET

+++

Oar fellowship with and reliance
on the l-ord
Did we not feel our hearts on fire as he talked n ith us ? Lluke 24.32 (N EB)

presenl, giving us insight day by day.
Lorcl, yotthrdi yo,,rtrll known to thent s:pe(ially at the breakittg of the bread''

how can v'e best receit,e there y6x1' slrenglh I
Lord, you v,ere lheir tomponion on lhe road lhat Easter day" hov' t'an be besl know

you in 1,our lot'e as our constonl t'ontpanion on the road oldaiS_"fi^_ 
cTBBARD
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AIDAN WHITTINGTON TALKS TO.

RoyJenkins
nRrvy Councillor. twenty-five years a

l' Member of Parliament, one-time
Chancellor ol the Exchequer and
former Deputy Leader of the Labour
Party, Roy Jenkins is one of the most
widely respected figures in British
politics today. Reared in a South Wales
trade union family in the inter-war
depression years, after Oxford and the
army he 'naturally'sought a career in
politics.

At his Georgian house in a quiet
West London square, he answered my
questions on the quality and aims ol
British politics today.

'I agree there is a certain amount of
disillusionment with politics and poli-
ticians at present. I don't think this is
because politicians are peculiarly lack-
ing in honesty and integrity. I've
hardly ever met a major politician ol
any party who was not motivated by
the conviction of doing his best for his
country and party, as he understood it.
The problem is rather different. Politics
are conducted within the lramework of
debate and opposition, which produces
a verbal battle with politicians using
language and exaggerations not used
so much in ordinary life-certainly
not publicised so much! This flrame-
work ol lormalised opposition can
create a sense of unreality in the eyes of
ordinary people.'

Rich and poor

For many Christians today, justice
for the world's poor is a top political
issue. The former Chancellor agreed.

'l believe this is the most important
issue facing the world today. The gap
between the rich and poor nations is
widening, and the very future ol the

photo : 5y nd i cotion I nter noti onol

world depends on whether we can
give some hope to the Third World,
that their conditions of lile really will
improve. The essential thing is hope:
we won't solve the Third World's
problems by 2000 AD, but the crucial
question is, can we start narrowing the
gap ? The Churches have played a

remarkable role in helping to educate
public opinion on this issue.'

'It is absolutely wrong morally that
the average individual-man, woman
and child in the developed countries
has an income of f 1000 per year, while
it is only f40 for each person in the
poor two-thirds of the world. No
country could live with a wealth-
poverty gap like that, without a system
of repression too fear[ul to contemplate.
We must realise that we can't continue
to live with this gap on the world
scale.'

Should governments, of whatever
party, be so preoccupied with making
Britain richer and richer, many
Christians now wonder ?

Roy Jenkins sees the need for a shilt
ol Priorities' 

to pose r 50
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Qgrcstion1Rqe

BodY and Soul
In Li&e 19,t0 n'e rcutl 'Thc Son oJ Man
i.r c'onte lo seek and lo save rhat which

was lost.'Ho+v cloes one rcconcile this

w'ith Matt 10.28 'Fear hint which is able

to tleslroy both soul anci body in hell'?
John ll'esley <'onsidered this verse lo
re.fcr to fearing God, but hott tan we

believe that Gocl would deslroy soul arul

bodv'in hetl'? Is not the devil rhe des-

tru('live agenc)) lo fear in this verse?

Sayings in Matthew 10.26-41 are in
effect words of encouragement to
Christians facing persecution and
martyrdom. Christians are not to fear
their persecutors, who could only harm
the body. They are to fear God, who
alone is able to save or to destroy the

soul. This is something that no perse-

cutor can do.
Il his words are understood in this

way John Wesley was undoubtedlY
right in his exposition. There is a

parallel in Jarnes 4.12: 'There is one
law-giver and judge, he is able to save

and to destroy.'
The Parable ol the Prodigal Son

throws some light on the paradox. The
father in the parable had no wish that
his son should perish in a strange land,
but having given him his freedom he

did not send to letch him back. The son

had to make the first move, but then
his father ran to meet him. It is a false
sentimentality that takes the attitude
'everything will be all right in the end.'
The message of the New Testament,
on the contrary, is that it is necessary
to repent now, and equallY that it is

never too late, at teast in this life, to
148

repent. But woe to those who have not
repented when the day of Judgement
comes. 4854

Question Competition

Can you answer the following
questron ln nor more than 100

words: How do you define a

Christian?
Write your own letter in rePlY and
send it to Question Competition,
The Sign & Window, The Alden
Press, Osney Mead, Oxlord OX2
OEC. A f3 Book Token will be

awarded to the winning entrY.
Closing date 31st October.

The question Is it right to clear a church'
yard of untidy tombstones? brought forth
fairly strong comments lrom both sides.
The winning entry came in the form of a

poem from Mrs. M. Whitaker ol Lothers-
dale, Yorkshire.
O is it right to clear a churchyard of

untidy stones ?

Why only this, whY not dig down and
throw away the bones?

Or bring some reverence to bear and with
your gdod right hand

Make what was crooked straight again-
but try to understand

That though men rot and lie lorgot
someone once loved their name.

And had it carved for alI to read, attention
smalI to claim.

Why should the past be swept aside to
make a tidy show?

For that, go to the war-graves standing
row by dreadful row.

Advertisement

BRIDES PLEASE REMEMBER

Tel: Ol-995 1661

l
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Hidden Places of Prayer
The immediate approachtothe church of StJohnthe Evangelist, Little Gidding
Huntingdonshire, is through a farmyard and across a field. A stranger, seeing
the surroundings of open countryside, and the obvious sparseness of popula-
tion, might have expected to find a near-derelict church. He would be mistaken,
for this small church is, in fact, one oI the most hallowed places in England.

The Little Gidding family community under Nicholas Ferrar in the first half of
the seventeenth century was, most certainly, a 'congregation ol saints'. Many
come to Little Gidding as pilgrims. By no means all are of the Anglican
communion; but are representative of world-wide Christianity,
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JIM FItrISS
cIN ETtrIcIKS
Preaching the Good News for
Modern Man bY Dovid A. Moclennon
Collins tl .7 5

It throws an interesting light on the

contemporary materialistic, permissive

situation that the best-selling paper-

back of all time shor"rld have been a
'religious' book. David Maclennan's
Good News for Modcrn Mar (published
in 1966) sold a staggering 30 million
copies betbre its third anniversary. Now
he has selected 140 passages lrom his

, and he Presents them as

material for the hard-
seeking sermon material ;

s which anyone maY find
helplui lor their private devotions. The
urthor'. straight-forward stYle ol
writingand remarkably lucid e;rposition
cuts across any sectarian divisions,
and makes this a book equally useful
lor the Roman Catholic priest and the

Pentecostal Pastor.

Double Zero by Dovid Collyer, Fontono
40P

Most people are aware of the problems
presented by young PeoPle who will
not conform to modern life, and manY

nray try to do something to help this
seeking, restless generation'. But very
few manage to get right inside the

skin of the Hell's Angel or the Rocker,
as David Collyer did during his flve
years 'ministry to the unattached' in
Birminghanr. His account ol those
years is exciting, comPelling and
sobering. Criticised uphill and down-
dale by the 'establishment', he always
had the strong backing ol his Bishop,
Leonard Wilson: and his storY of
total commitment to a cause can only
encourage others trYing to come to
grips with today's ever-widening gen-

eration gap.

150

After Me, the Deluge bY Dovid
Forrest, Hodder & Stoughton {1,90

Very strong meat, and bound to offend
many who do not Possess a broad
sense olhumour. The story of how God
telephones Fr Benior in his remote
mountain village, to tell him there will
be a second flood and onlY the good

Father and his flock will be saved, is a
masterpiece of hilarity. The building of
this second ark by the pious, but very
down-to-earth villagers, had me weep-

ing with laughter-until the very end,

*hen un almightY sting in the tail
sobered me right down to a realisation
of the grasP the author has on the
human-and the divine situation.

Some Modern Faiths bY Mourice C.

Burrel, ond l. Stofford Wright, lnter-
Vorsity Press 35P

An up-to-date version ol the booklet
Some iltodern Religions, this book tries
to present fairly the differences in
beliefs and practice between sects as

widely varying as Mormonism and
Spiritualism. Criticism of the founders
oi these laiths is avoided, the emphasis

lying on exposition ol their beliefs; but
when dealing with sects who often
maintain that the more orthodox
church has been in error for nearlY

nineteen hundred years, it is very hard
to remain unbiased. A verY useful
book for all those who would like to

know what the peripatetic gospeller

really believes.

Aidon whittington tolks to aor l"nkifrto_ 
poge 147

'We need a livelY awareness that
there is more to life than the pursuit
of a statistically higher standard of
living. In the modern world the relent-

less search for material wealth can

easily be the enemY of amenitY: if we

are to have a worthwhile life, we must

strike a Proper balance between
prosperity ind an environment worth
living in.'
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EDWARD PATEY
Black and White
r ,rosr exoert observers believe that
lVlretarionr between the host com-
munity and the immigrants in this
country have deteriorated in the past
few years. This deterioration has been
exploited by some politicians with
highly emotive use of statistics. It has
been aggravated by laws controlling
immigration which seem lacking in
logic and only half-understood.

Here is an area of our public life
where public opinion needs to be
alerted quickly. Large-scale repatria-
tion of immigrants is impossible. To
pretend the problem does not exist is to
be stupid. Here is a positive challenge
to make the best use of the situation
before us, and to create a rich and
varied community.

The facts
There are now over one million
coloured immigrants in Britain : seventy
per cent of them live in Greater
London, in the West Midlands, in
South East Lancashire, on Merseyside
and Tyneside, and in West Yorkshire.
The immigrant population is younger
than the native British, and there is
therefore a higher rate of increase. It
has been estimated that by 'l986 there
may be between two and two-and-a-
quarter million coloured people in this
country. The Iargest group of immi-
grants are from the West Indies and
Guyana. A high proportion of the
women still enter the nursing profes-
sion. West Indians tend to settle in
families in the same neighbourhood,
olten in poor housing conditions. They
wish to identily themselves completely
with the British way of life, joining

Photo: Kerth E/l,s

churches and trade unions Ilrri bad
housing and job t'esti,ction olten
prevent them fronr '-.i ,-ving tr lull part
in the lil'e of th .-.rntnrunitl .

Indians and Pakistanis fornt another
large nrigtint grolrp. Most ol thc
Indians are Sikhs, who are arttongst
the best organised ol all in'rnrigrirnts.
They also tend to settle in the sanre
areas, and the wonren often do trot
learn to speak English But nratry' ol
the men have shaved. cut oll their lon-e
hair, and discardcd the turbarr.
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Discrimination

Advertisement

Solution to Crossword
Across 6, Eli. 7' lnn. 13,

No. 5 (August)
Serve. 20, Oak'
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J :I, o :c cc.
r-\ () vou remember that last month we

Ll*.r. thinking about drawing a true
portrait, especially about drawing it in
words ? That's what the men who wrote
the Gospels wanted to do for Jesus'

It wasn't easy to collect the sayings,
the actions, the effects on other people,

that gc' to make up such a portrait. The

first gospel to be written, the one we

call St Mark, was done thirtY Years
after Jesus' death and his return to
Cod. By the time Mark came along to
ask Jesus' friends questions abotrt him
many \Iere dead: the rest were growing
old. They often didn't remember tulrt're

or when things had been said or done-
only what had haPpened, or how theY

had ielt. It was up to Mark to Put
together all their stories into a readable
form, that would be useful to others.

Why should he bother, since so few
people at that time did write things

down ? Mainly because he knew that
Jesus now had lots of new followers,
who had never seen him but had come
to know him through the lives and
teachings ol men like Peter and Paul.
These new followers were scattered in
lonely little groups through manY
countries. Everyone was against them,
determined to stamp out this danger-
ous new way of thinking. They could
only meet in secret; they were hunted,
imprisoned, often killed. They needed

to have a written picture ol Jesus, to
keep them going, to helP them in
teaching others about him.

Conlpelilion rasulls
April ( fuvour i t e me ql s\ : Clare Robinson, Brack-
nell: Adrian Wills, lllogan, Redruth; EIaine
Taylor, Saltburn, Yorks.

wc've been thinking about painting and drawing, so let's have another painting competition'

Colour this picture with felt pens, coloured pencils or what you likc. Perhaps your own Harvest

Festival will give you some ideas? Send your picture to Pamela, The Sien, The Alden Press, osney

Mead, oxtord ox2 oEG, not forgetting to add your namc. addrcss and age. Prizcs for the best.

.E :E



Anne Arnott writes:

Joy in life

. .-!v,,,,1 ,f e)Ls photo: Grohom Totlock



IN THE HOME
Over the months, manY readers have

the boil, and incubating it in some

warm place like an airing cuPboard
overnight, and then keeping it in the
refrigerator. This can sometimes be

something of a 'hit and miss' method
however. So it was with great interest
that we received two excellent pieces ol
kitchen equipment recently, to try out,
from Hamilton-Dale.

The first is the easily operated elec-

tric Bel Yoghurt Maker. Six cartons
in a box which can be Plugged in,
make excellent plain or flavoured
yoghurt for little more than the price ol
milk. With this comes the booklet of
instructions which must be carefully
followed, although theY are very
simple.

The other kitcher-r aid is the Bel

Cream Maker, a little Plastic hand
pump that will make cream at a third
of the price lrom unsalted butter and
milk. lt is a most useful article and
very simple to use. Full instructions are
given.

All readers of the Sign interested irl
obtaining either or both of these lnost
useful articles for the kitchen, post free,
should write direct to: Kitchen Offers
Limited, Box 22, CamberleY, SurreY.
The price is f3.96 for the Yoghurt
Maker, and fl.98 for the Creanr
Maker.

Making meringues

To go with some whiPPed cream from
your cream maker (whipping will take
a little extra time alter the initial
making, and may take a little extra
butter), try your hand at a few merin-
gues made with this simple recipe.

You need 2 egg whites, 4 tbs icing
sugar, 6 lbs caster sugar. Combine the
sugars and divide in two. Beat egg

whites until you can turn the bowl
upside down without them falling out.
Slowly add half the sugar and beat
well. Fold in rest of sugar carefully, be

sure not to squash mixture too much.
Drop dessert sPoonluls onto a very
lightly oiled baking tray. Keep fairly
far apart, and twist each spoonful into
a point. Bake in a very slow oven until
crisp at not more than 200", or gas ].
Dry off in the cooling oven or leave in
the airing cupboard over night.
Remember two things: do not let the

beaten egg whites 'sit down', and be

sure none of your utensils are greasy.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
The safest road to hell is the gradual
one-the gentle slope, soft underfoot,
without 6udden turnings, $ithout
milestones, rvithout signPosts.

C. S Lcnis

'Elsie-gent here wants five loaves!'

bv Bill Bowden taken fr<-rm

Sirs. Ladies oncl Gentlemen'
bv Don Lewis, Published bY

s tat eOP; available at anY book-
shop.
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lloclods
[!olumsl

fi ffid.ildt*:fr"svoursuPPort
. lt is entirelY financed from
- uotuntutY contributions and

i"".t." more than 95P of el

because

devotes more than 95P oI

pound donated to cancer
research.

' [ili:m:: t:li:i'tr?*; il::
:'""i';:I""J i,['J$ l:'. :',:'X;'fi 

' 
m

centre for cancer research ln 
ilr,EuroPe.

o iij"-Jom.itted to an exPanding
- t""Lrt"tt Programme and its

'r,oo". 
f oi tt 

" 
tuture dePend on

voun suppoRT NOW'

For everyone's sake support I'C'R'F' now with an oiter or netp

or a donation. lt makes sense'

lmH;ryI,:ilf,l: ffi '; i"il ;i r3'T"; I iFe'o "*
iiiiiiiilini inuGm BISIARGH tullr

President:
Thc Honour;hlc

Angor 0gilvY
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As a Maller
of facl ...
Religious education is a major con-
cern of the Bishop of Kingston, the Rt
Rev Hugh Montefiore, who has

criticised the 'conspiracy of silence'

which surrounds inadequate religious
education in some schools. The Church
should pay more attention to its re-

sponsibilities in this area' and should
help teachers through their in-service

training, he suggests'

Melting Cement
Another problem, that of redundant
churches, has been worrying the Bishop
of CoventrY, Dr Cuthbert BardsleY,

and he has warned against overdoing
the desire to close churches in country
areas. In doing so, he saYs, we maY be

removing the soul and heart lrom the

countryside and destroying the cement

which binds the community together.

Starting young
A ."id". suggests that 'babies
introduced to the atmosphere of the

church at two weeks are quieter and

better behaved churchgoers at two
years.'

Frozen God
'Mummy,' asked a little girl, 'is it true

that God's everywhere?' 'That's right
dear', her mother said. 'Even in this

ice cream?' 'I suppose so darling'' The

little girl though for a moment. 'fle
must be verY cold', she said.

DoorsteP Mission

in the streets and bY door to door
visiting. Now some of the team are

thinklng of moving to the area and

learning Urdu to make their witness

more effective.

Heavenly Visitor
Dibden parish magazine reports that
when a vicar knocked on an oPen

front door, a voice from upstairs called

out'Is that You angel?' 'No,' said the

vicar, 'but l'm from the same dePart-

ment.'

If you have anything that you would like
inrlud"d in this feature, write to Micheal
Iacob, cf o'The Sign', The Alden Press,

Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 }EG'

Pleasehelp us to makethisYear
even more effective than last.

Deot. S. Heath Road' Hayu ards Heath,
Suisex. Patron: H. M- The Queen'

The Ro'
Commonw6alth SocietY

for the Blind
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W. E. Shewell'CooPer's

GARDENING NOTES

be other herbaceous plants which have
their work for the
aY be cut awaY and
t heap to rot down'
ng down bY a good

hoeing through and. il it is necessary'

give the scabious and the pyrethium a

nice dressing of 1ime. This helps them

to live through the winter.

Other jobs that can be done in the
flower garden include the planting out
ol the honeysuckles, which, by the way,
should be put in quite flrmlY; the

the ground and stored in a nice drY

shed. The pot chrysanthemums in the
greenhouse will need feeding once a

week or so, with one of those bottled
liquid manures diluted to the right
strength.

retirecl clergymen and their wives and widows of clergymen and for

retired deaconesses and women church workers. Many clergymen

anxious to retire cannot do so because they have nowhere to live'

but the Board can do no more without increased financial support.

rf gou ,", :?$rJ#*tllli,lJ."i"*u
Can helii on street' iondon slYl
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Store the picked fruit carefully. Do
not attempt to keep early varieties of
apples and pears, theY will onlY

striivel. The well-known types which
keep well are Lane's Prince Albert,
Bramley's Seedling, Newton Wonder,
Monarch and Edward VII' in the case

ol cookers; and Laxton's SuPerb,

Blenheim Orange, Laxton's Pearmain,
and May Queen in the case of the
desserts.

It pays to wrap each aPPle in a

piece of oiled PaPer, which can be

bought speciallY PrePared.
This is a good time of the Year to

join the Good Gardeners' Association.
You pay your L2 and it takes You
right through to the end of 1973. This
is a special offer to 'Sign' readers. Get
your 25p Guide & Year Book free.

Receive your two 50P couPons free.

Have a 3 guinea soil analysis free. All
these advantages and more to Fellows
who join in October.

Susan has! She cannot hold a

cuo. comb, liPstick or Pen'
tleiitrer can she walk, because
slie is severelY disabled' But
Susan is sustained bY the sPecial
care and dedication which makes
John Grooms so much.a home
tor neianO for manY others like ;
her. So, when you {eel everything ilr
is against You, rememb.er.Susan' E
J-on-n eioi,ri care all daY and
every day, Year in Year out.
Pleaie, ihow that You care too,
by sending a donation to:

John Grooms, S30
Edgware WaY, Edgware, Middlesex'

One Column
Bible
CommentarY

W!LLIAM NEIL
rl-Hr other day I came across this

I comment by John Bright, the

American biblical scholar: 'I flnd it
most interesting and not a little odd
that, although the Old Testament on
occasion offends Christian feelings, it
did not apParentlY oflend Christ's
"Christian feelings".'

This is not so much a remark about
the Old Testament as a criticism of our
normal picture ol Jesus. We tend so

much to make him in our own image.

Some years ago it was fashionable to
think of Jesus as a twentieth-century
European, or even as the best example
of 'muscular Christianity'. A review of
a recent study of Jesus said of it: 'This
is not a flesh and blood, first century,
north Palestinian, Aramaic-speaking
Jew. This Jesus is a Christian theo-
logian, probably an Anglican.'

A real danger
Here is a real danger, and we are all

to some extent guiltY of making our
picture of Jesus what we should like
him to be and not what the gosPels

say he was. What offends us is 'the
scandal of particularity'- the fact that
Jesus was a Jew,loyal to the laith of his
people, worshipping in synagogue and
iemple the God who had revealed
himself to Moses, to Psalmist and
prophet, and whom Jesus has taught us

to call Father. But let us remember that
Raphael's Madonnas are no less

eternally beautiful because he dresses

them like Italian peasants and that
Wordsworth's glorious golden daffo-
dils tossed their heads tlnmistakably

I u*ong the English lakes.
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BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIT'
There will be a gathering of all rvho take the B.R.F' Notes at the

Vicarage cn Tuesday,bctobei2nd. Coffee: 8-8.15 p-m. Anyone who

takes .lhe notes) or *ould like to do so or is interested in further Bible

Study will be most welcome,

ABOUT PEOPLE
CONGRATULATIONS to all those married recently-

Martin BoLton and Georgenia Brooking

Alan Harris and Teresa Fallon

Robert Ford and Linda Whoterod

David Curtis and Gillian Moss

AnC to Nigel Starmer-Smith who was married to Rosamund Bartlett
at Holy Trinty, u7oking.

We wish them every blessing in the future'

Also to Peter Smith and his wife Heather married at St. Peter's,

West Mersea.

The Smith family were faithful worshippers_at st. Nicholas before

they moved to west A{e.rea some. years ago and Peter is now serving in
the'Merchant Navy. and Heather is at Training Coilege'

Also to stephen Guse who has gained_ his bronze medal under the

Duke of Edinbur'gh's award scheme and to \ffendy Roberts as she goes to
Hull University.

be remembered with Sratitude.

r\,lrs. I{.ona Fogden was nursed through a long illness.by. h'.r devoted

family and was wittiher daughter in-Argylfihire when she died. Her heart

*r, i.r,6"ty in Marston aid sh. loved St. Nicholas' Church. I7e can

assure her fimity and all who have been bereaved of our prayers'



TIIANK YOU to Mr. Garlaud for the superb carpe :ng in the Church
which has been appreciated and admired both by members of the con-
gregation and also,by the many visitors during ttre summer.

We were delighted to welcome studeuts from Germany who used our
Church Hall once again for their cours,e during August.

COME and enjoy a good cup of coffee and so help tlre Over 60's Club
who will be holding their Annual Morning Market on Saturdan 6th Oct-
ober to raise funds for the Club's activities.

St. Nicholad Church I{all, from 10 a.m" to 12 noom-

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

SUNDAY, Tth OCTOBER. 10 a.m. Radio Cxford Recorded Broadcast

Service. (To be rebroadcast on October 14th).

SUNDAY, lIth NOVEMBER. Remembrance Sunday. Special Service

at 10.55 a.m.

SUNDAY, 18th NOVEMBER. 6.30 p.m. Visit of Miss Sefton of
Commonwealth Ctrurch Society. Film to be sho'wn on Swiss

Rescue work. All young people will be welcomed. Scouts,

Guides, Brownies and Cubs will be worshipping together.

SUNDAY, 2nd DECENIBER. ADVENT SUNDAY AND I,ATRONAL
FESTIVAL.

SUNDAY, 23rd DECEMBER. Candle and Carol Service at 6.30 p.m.



CHURCH C, LOCAL CLUBS, SOCIETIES, ETC.
CHURCH

Bell Ringers. Sec. : Mr. A. Gammon, 50 Oxford Road'
Brownies: Brownie Guider : Miss I. Read, 6 Cotswold 

S:il?itr;,
Cub Scout Leader: Mr. A- J. Roberts, 54 Cherwell Drive. Tel. 40879.
Girl Guides: Miss R. Fraser, 1 Cavendish Drive. Tel. 40098.
Parish Magazine: Deaconess O. Lodge, 5 Elsfield Road' Tel. 47956.
Mothers' Union: Hon. Sec. : Mrs. D. Cardy 110 Stauntoo Road

-Headington. Tel. 61116.
Parochiat Church Council. Sec.: Mrs. M. Harlow, Fir Tree House,

Oxford Road.
Scouts. Scout Leader: Mr. N. J. Hughes, 53 Arlington Drive'

Group Scout Leader: Mr. !7. Furber, ,r"::H#trOr.r. 
,OOUr.

Stewardship Recorder : Miss E. Warburton, Cross Cottage, Old Marston.
Tel. 47339.

St

"'.1*rr:i,1. 
Road'.'rel' 40357'

Bib
oad, Orford. Tel. 55739.

LOCAL
Allotment Associatioa. Sec. : Mr. R, Bowen, 135 O:dord Road.
British Legion. Marstoo & District Sec. : Mr. F. Thompson, 5 Temple

Street, Oxford.
Marston Players : Roy Harven 18 Minster Road. Tel. 41228
Marston Residents' Association: Secretary : Mr. G. A. Hine,

2l Raymund Road. Tel. 40482.

Over 60's Club : Secretary : Mrs. W. Tomlinson, 35 Oxford Road.
Parish Council. Chairman : Mr. A. Gammon, 50 Oxford Road'
Parent-Teacher Association

St. Nicholas: Mr. Norman C. Jones, 52 Elms Drive.
Harlow School: Mrs. J. Hodgkins, 31 Elms Drive.

Women's Institute : Miss E. Warburton, Cross Cottage, Old Marston.
Tel- 47339.

USEFUL INFORMATION
District Nurses, 6 Broughton's Close, Old Marston' Tel. Odord '14417.
Health Visitor: Miss E. McDermott. Phone KIDLINGTON 3502.

Infant Welfare Clinic : The Village Hall, Thursdays 2--4 p.m'
Library : The Village Hall, Old Marston.

Monday and Wedn
Tuesday-2p.m. P.m:
Thursday -Ip.m 

o7'30 P.m.
Friday-10a.m.t 5P.m.

Over 60's Club. St. Nicholas Church Hall, Mondays at 2.45 p.m.
Regisuar of Births, Marriages and Deaths : St. Nicholas' Church Hall,

Elsfield Road, Old Marston. Thursdays 4 to 4.30 p.m.
Village Hall. All Bookings to Mr. Tasker, 35 Mill Lane, Old Marston.
St. \icholas' Church Hall and Committee Room. All Bookings to

Deaconess O. J. Lodge, 5 Elsfield Road, OId Marston. (47956).

Nursery School. A1l enquiries to : The Village Hall during School horrrs.
Play Group, AJ.l enquirles to : St. Nicholas Church Hall during school

hours.



DIRECTORY
We hope all readers will patronise thc shops advertised
in this Directory where excellent service is assured:

Baby [-!nen, Children's and Ladies' \ilear, Wootr, Slippers :
" joyce's," l8 Cherwell Drive, Marston......................."...Tel. 63846

Baby Linen aad [-adies' Wear, Wool, etc.:
Price,5 Salford Road........... .,TeL.42L26

Bainger Stores :

Flardware, ToiLeteries, China, Glassware, Pet Foods.
Pink Parailln. 7 Salford Road............ ..Tet,42776

Eutcher (I{igh Class):
V. C. Vhire (llarston) Ltd., 17 Salford Rd., Old Marston ...Tel. 43177

Caterers - Euffets & Wedding Receptions :
Cyll & Esme Weeks, "The Jack Russell," Salford Road......Tel. 47668

Chemist:
11 Old Marston Road,.lVlarston........ ......."....TeL.43824

Chtistian Book Shop :
57a St. Clement's Sueet, Oxford .........".......TeL.47567

Coa! Distributor :
Duntrops, L.M.S. Whart Oxford................ .TeL.4242L

Dairy :

J. \X/. Smith, Church Lane, Oid Marston .......TeI. 48813
Driving School :

" Lionel " School of Motoring, R.A.C., I.A.M., M.O.T. Approved,
tr2 Cotsrvold Crescent, Old Marston.. ......TeL.42L26

Electrical InstalXation and General Ilepairs :
Cooper & Mills,60 Marsh Lane........... ......Tel.61320

Fish-o-Fish, Pcultry, Greeagrocery and Frozen Foods:
Mrs. Tirvari, 19 Salfo::d Rcad, O1d Llarston .Tel. 42757

Florists & Nurserymen. Wreaths, Crosses and Wedding Designs :
Joseph Austin. Specialist in wedding bouquets, wreaths and

all floral designs. Cut flowers, plants. '!7orld-wide
Inter-Floia, 51 George Street, Oxford .....TeL, 42383

Funera! Directors :
R.eeves & Pain, 288 Abingdon Road, Oxford ..Tel. 42529

488L7
Greengrocery and Fruit :

Connick, 12 Cherwell Drive.......... ...............TeL. 61736
Grocery, Provisions and OId Marston Fost Office :

Flayle's Seif-Service, Oxford Road, Old Marston...............TeI. 49668
Etrairdressing :

Ladies' & Gent's :

S. T. Greenaway, 4A2 Marston Road, Oxford............Tel. 48726
Graham Hair Fash:ons, 9 Salford Road.. ".,....... .........TeL. 41632
(late night : Friday until 7.30 p.m.).

Michael, I-Iair Fashions, l6 Cherwell Drive, Marston.........Tel. 63842
flardv.'are Stores and Paraffin Delivery Service :

Marston }lardware, B Cherwell Drive, Marston ...............TeI. 61668

Men's, Youths & Juvenile Wear, Altetations & Repairs & Dry Cleaning : ,,
Percy's, 11 Salford Road, O1d Marston........ ...Tel- 43212

Newsagents, Tobacconists, Confectioners and Stationers :

Ba"xteri(Oxford) Ltd.; 7 Old Marston Road, Oxford............Tel. 42123
anC 22 Cherwell Drive.

B. I. Norton, 13 Salford Rcad ........ ..........TeL.48932
Painter & Decorator, Plurnbing & General R.epairs :

S. i(ushmar, 47 Felry Road, Marston..............................TeI. 47189
R.adio and Television, Rental, Sales and Service :

W. R. ltrammond & Son Ltd., 4A4 Marston Road, Oxford. ..Tel. 47706
Taxi - Car lIire (Long or Short journeys):

L{arston Tax:i Service, -NuIr. & Mrs. Leach,
5 Oxford Road, Cld Marston ................TeL.47197

Wavy [-ine Grocerles, Provisiore and Frozen Foods :
Cherweil Sto:es, 2 Cherwell Drive...........

Riding at Ashridge, Herts: from a transparency by Andy Williaus.
Published by A. R. Mowbray & Co. Ltd aod prioted itr
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