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ST. NICHOLAS CI-1URCH - CLD \,,1ARSTON

Secretary of the P.C.C.: Mrs. M. Harlorv, Fir Tree H::=:. O,: ,\"-:::ton
Organi5l: Mrs. E. A. Garner, "Barn Gates," 3l Osc::3.:, C,: ^\'1--s:oo

Tel. : Oxford 41888.

SUNDAY SERVICES
Iloly Communioo: 8 a.m.

Parish Communion : 10 a.m. Parish Communion (followed by Coiee
Crlche at the Vicarage.

f,ysning Prayer and Sermon: 6.30 p.m.

ltroly Baptism : Second and Fourth Sundays of the month at 3 p.m. udess
otherwise announced. Notice must be given.

Holy Matrimony: Banns to be givel in at the Vicarage,

CT{UR.C}I ORGANISA'TIONS AND MEE'IINGS :

Children's Instruction: I0 a.m. in Church Hall during Parish Communion
for ages 3] to 10 years.

Also at 11.15 a.m. Kindergarten and Nursery in Church HaiI.
Juniors in Church with a Family Service on lst Sunday of each month.

Mother's Union : As announced,7.45 p.m. at the Vicarage.

Young Wives Group : Alternate Vednesdays, 7.45 p.m. in Church HaIl

Bellringers : Practice Night - Friday nights, 7.45 p.m.

Brownies : Monday, 6 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.

Girl Guides : Monday, 7.30 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.
Cubs : Tuesday, 6.15 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.

43rd St. Nicholas' Scout Troop: Fridan 7.L5 p.m. in Scout Headquarters.

As the covers are printed in advance you nre advised to consult tle
Notice Boald in the Church Porch, in case of alteration of times.

WEEKDAY SER.VICES
Holy Communion: l7ednesdays at 7.15 a.m.

3rd Friday at 10.30 a.m. with Laying on of Hands for sick.
And at other times, as announced. (See Notice Board).

The Daily Services of Morning and Evening Prayer are usually said each day
ar 7.15 a.m. and 5.15 p.m. (except on Sattudays). \Tednesday:
Morning Prayer is at 9.15 a.m. but it is advisable to consult the
notice board in tte Church Forch-



Feb.

PARISI{ CALENDAR : FEBRUARY 1974

3. EPIPHANY IV. Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
8.0C r.m. Holv Communion.
10.0 a.m. The Parish Communion.
11 15 a.m. Family Service in Church.

5. Tuesdal'. 9.15 a.m. Holy Communicn.
6. Wednesday. 7.75 a.m. Holy Communion.

7.45 p.m. Marston Wives at College of Further Education.
" Bread making."

7. Deanery Synod meeting, 7.30 p.m.

10. SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
10.0 a.m. The Farish Communion.
I1.15 a.m. Children's Instruction.
3.00 p.m. Holy Baptiim (after previous arrangement).
6.30 p.m. Evensong and Sermon.

12. Tuesday. Meeting of Cowley Deanery Chapter.
13. Wednesday. 7.15 a.m. Holy Communion.
f5. Friday. 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion.
I7. SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY

8.00 a.m. Holy Cornmunion.
10.0 a.m. The Parish Communion.
11.tr5 a.m. Children's Instruction.
6.30 p.m. Evensong and Sermon.

, 19. Tuesday. 8.00 p.m. Meeting of the Parochial Church Council.

, 20. Wednesday. 7.I5 a.m. Holy Communion.
7.45 p.rt. Marston i.Vives. Discussion : " W'hat is wrong with the

Church " 1ed by the Vicar and The Rural Dean.

,, 24. QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. St. Matthias, Apostle.
8.00 a.m. Holy Commurion.
11.15 a.m. Children's Instruction.
3.00 p.m. Holy Baptism (afrer pievious arrangement).
6.30 p.m. Evensong and Sermon.

, 27. ASH WEDNESDAY
7.15 a.m. Holy Communion.
10.30 a.m. Holy Comnunion.
7.30 p.m. Evensong in Church.

,, 28. Thursday. A.{others' Union.
Mar. l. Friday. !(/OMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER.

N.B. There is Children's Instruction in the Church HalI at l0 a.m. for those
whose parents wish to attend the Parish Communion (3i years to 10 yeais).

Feb.
10.
L7,
24.

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA
Mothers' Union by kindness of Mrs. Green.
Mrs. D. Gibbons.
Mrs. J. Starmer-Smith.
Mrs. W. Tomlinson.

ADVANCE NOTICE
T}IE ANNUAL CiILTRCH MEETING WILL TAKE PLACE ON

THURSDAY, MARCH 21St, IN THE CHURCH HALL.
Coffee 7.45 - 8.00 p.m.



VICAR'S LETTER
My Dear Friends,

February " fi1I-dyke " begins with CanClemas and ends with Ash
ITednesday.

Candlemas is the o1d name for the festival of the Presentation of Christ
when St. Luke tells us
of the Nunc Dimittis, sp
tiles." In olden tirnes it
on rhis day, their light re

I could not help thinking of this symbolism during a meal at a fri,end,s
house the other night, when the candles on the table seem to be a silent
reminder of the Unseen Guest at every meal.

We shall keep the Festival of the Fresenrarion of Candlemas on Sun-
day,.February 3td, at 10 a.m., after which it will be foilowed by a special
service for Parents and Children at 11.15 a.m.

It is unfortunate that owing to present restrictions we cannot have
our Annual Shrove Tuesday gathering for the oarish, but as soon as con-
ditions b,ecome a little easier I am sure we will find an excuse for a
Parish Party.

performed in the way t ld wh
duced into the church, rears)
clergy repeated the sev then
they threw ashes up,on t heads
then, with mournful sighs, declared to thenr that, as Adam was thro-rvn
out of Paradise, so th,ey must be thrown out of the church " ! !

Perhaps the Church has grown " soft " on some issues. but it is far
better that it is thought of as a wetrcoming communiry, than a rejecting one.

Here are some words which have been us,ed before but which best
express the spirit of Lent :

LET ME KEEI} LENT
Let me not kneel and pray
Forego some trifle every day
Fast and take sacrament, and then
Lend tongue to slander, hold ancient grudge, deny
The very Lord $flhom I would glory.
Let me keep Lent;
Let my heart grow in grace,
Let Thy Light shine tiil my iliurnined face
Shall be a testament read by all men
That hate is buried, self crucified - new born,
The spirit that shall rise on Easter morn.

Yours sincerelv' 

% *@^+,
_.4
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Lishten 0ur Darkness
I r first sight, this picture rnight

I \ seem somebody's dreanr of the
city of the future. It is, in fact, part
of a city of the present. These multi-
storey flats rise above old buildings
in a northern city. They are fact;
they exist now. And the contrast
they make with the past is all the
more dramatic by the darkness of

IN THIS ISSUE
Psalms of Life Feature p. 21
Poets' Corner p. 24
William Neil on the Bible p. 24
Junior Page- Pamela p. 25
Monthly Story p. 29

the buildings below them.
Such a picture would have been

impossible twenty years ago. Al-
most before our eyes nowadays the
shape of our world is changing, and
the face of it altering out of all
recognition. Never were so many
affected by so much change in so
short a time.

This is all to the good, if change
necessarily means better lives and
better people. Quite often it does.
Obviously, better material condi-
tions of living; more light, more
space, more modern amenities of
many kinds are all to the good. But
it is a great mistake to suppose that
change of this sort necessarily

l7



means progress towards a better
quality of human nature.

This is one of the ideas of our
time which has gone wrong. It was
once thought that improvement in
material living conditions would
necessarily lead on to improvement
in human relationships and con-
duct. But this has simply not hap-
pened. We might light up our
buildings more brightly; but we
are still under the need to lighten
the darkness in ourselves.

There are still such things as

human greed and folly and covet-
ousness. There is still cruelty.
There are even more crimes of vio-
lence in cities than there have been
for many years past.

What is to be done?

What then is to be done? One
essential is to get rid of the false
idea that we can plan for a better
human nature. We can only pray
for it. It takes longer to change
people than to change buildings.
What is more, we cannot do it our-
selves. It can only be done by

patience and perseverance.

These are not just words. They
are lacts. And it is a proper peni-

tential thought with which to start
off Lent, that we all have a long
way to go before our spiritual pro-
gress gets anywhere near the pace

and dramatic impact of the techno-
logical process which is going on all
round us. A new world needs new
people. That is the only lasting way
to lighten our darkness.

SICNET

**

Shofts of Light
'Turn back to me'Joel 2:12 (N.E.B.)

'What do we hope to gain by all the el/brts we make? , . . Bul if I wish, I can
become the friend oJ God at this very moment . . . and to reach this goal I needed
no chariol or ship. I need not even walk as far as I had come from the house to the
place where we sat,for to make lhe journey and arrive safely, no more tses required
than an act of will. But it must be a resolute and whole-hearted act of the will,
nol some lame wish... For in this case the power to act was the same as the will.
To will it was to do ir.' Saint Augustine: Conlessions

SISTER SUSAN SLG
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THE SIGN
Not ashamed /o confess the faith of
Chrisl crucified

FEBRUARY 1974 No.830

2 Sa Presentation of Christ
in the Temple

3 S 4allet Epiphany
10 S Septuagesima
17 S Sexagesima
24 S Quinquagesima
26 Tu St Matthias, Apostle

(trans. from 24th)

27 W Ash Wednesday



AIDAN WHITTINGTON TALKS TO.

Sir Keith Joseph
grn Keith Joseph. Secretary of Stare
1-) for Social Services, was keenly
interested in welfare long before he
ever went into politics. Work for the
unemployed with the Friends and
Jewish welfare bodies while a student
led to later involvement in both
housing and old people's care. While
a Fellow ol All Souls and deputy
chairman o[ a giant construction com-
pany, Sir Keith found time to launch
the London and Mulberry housing
trusts, and the Three Score Club for
old folk in the City of London-,to
my surprise and pleasure, many of them
married each other!'

Welfare took him into both local
and national politics: he became a
Conservative MP in 1956, was
Minister ol Housing under Mac-
millan, and in 1970 assumed overall
responsibility for the vast Department
of Health and Social Security. Hos-
pitals, old-age and other pensions,
child care, welfare services and much
else are under his direction.

The parents'part
Sir Keith emphasises the need to

prevent tomorrow's social casualties.
'Fifty years ago parents were very

ignorant of their children's physical
needs. Over the years education, better
food, more recreation and welfare
have transformed the physical condi-
tion of this country's children.
Problems of neglect and poverty
remain, of course, but parents' aware-
ness of children's emotional needs is
as important lor us today as the
question of physical needs was filty
years ago. The seeds of social depriva-
tion and anti-social behaviour are

Dhoto: Centrol press photos Ltd

sown in childhood, and that is when
we must tackle the problem. It is a
long-term problem, needing a partner-
ship of the Churches, professional
bodies, and the health and education
authorities.'

He sees the Churches' involvement
in welfare as continuing and very
significant. 'The Churches and volun-
tary bodies must always be identifying
the gaps in our welfare provision.
Voluntary work can no longer hope
to meet these needs itself : only
government can do that. But the
Churches and voluntary bodies have
a vital role to play by showing us
what is being neglected, by raising
our standards, by supporting the
individual. Family, neighbours and
voluntary bodies must remain the
main supports for the individual.
Only when all these are overwhelmed
by a person's needs, or technical help
is required, do the paid social services
go into action.'

Aspects of welfare somewhat
neglected before are getting Sir Keith's
special attention, from the problems

to poge 28
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The Editor of THE SIGN will bc slad to hear
from readcrs. All letters, if accompanied b1 a
stamped addressed enrelope, will be answered
personally and should be addressed to: The Editor
ot THE SIGN, The Alden Press, Osney Nlead,
Oxford OX2 0EG. A 50p Book Token will be
sent to the writer oI any Ietter published.

The Church has a lot to say about sex
and drLrgs. But what about money?
The dealings in the City, as I know,
are oflten downright wicked. Is it not
time that the Church spoke out against
big business practices?
Thomas Holden, Ashford, Middlesex.

So long as lhe Churc'h does nol forget
lo preaclt against the dangers of covet-
ousiless, she is not failing in her duty.
As il is, there are few signs that this
duly is, in fact, being overlooked, and
leading Churc'hmen have not failed in
lhe pasl years lo speak oul against lhe
dangers of our acquisilive so('iely.
Meanwhile, we would hesitate to sub-
scribe to lhe idea that'deaiings in rhe
City are often downright wi(ked'. It
depends what they are. Man.y are helpful
and indeed essentiol, to the aconomy of
lhe rcunrry. Ed.

Shrines and Holy Places
As a reader of The Srgr for nrany
years, I have been interested to see

that you have run many pilgrimages
to the Holy Land. There are numerous
ancient and holy places in this country.
I wonder if any other reader would be
interested in visiting some ol them ?

Richard Albright, Ely.
Many people cio visit such places in

lhis counlry, a.r the growing number of
v is it ors I o ca lhedra ls a nd h is'tor ic
churches bears wilne.ss. And of course,
people have been going on pilgrimages
lo such places as l,Valsingham and

20

Glastonbury for many years. The Sign
has no plans al present to run pilgrim-
ages in lhis counlry, but Mov,brays,
who publish The Sign, ore hoping to
bring out before long a series of guides
lo shrines and holy places, and that
might help. Ed.

Ouestion Competition
Can you answer the following
question in not more than 100

words: Should the Church
Advertise ?

Write your own letter in reply
and send it to Question Competi-
tion, The Sign, The Alden Press,
Osney Mead, Oxford OX2 OEG.
A f 3 Book Token will be

awarded to the winning entry.
Closing date February 28th.

To the question [n an age when we suffer
from too much noise, should bell-ringing
be controlled?, an overv,helming majority
oJ' the many who replied said, in eflecl,
'No'. In other u'ords, most thoLtght that
church bell-ringing should not he controllecl
because they thought it a noble and up-
lifting sound. One reacler, Miss Lynn Sow'
erby. pointed out lhat bells were often
'the only reminder to many of the
presence of the Church'. One oJ the [ex'
on lhe other side, Mts C. M. R. Cooper,
said that'enough is enough. So, campan-
ologists, temper your enthusiasm with
moderation . . .' The vinning cntry came
/rom Mr A. F. lfillard, Wellington,
S urre y:

'For many persons, even in this day
and age. there is joy and hope in the
sound ol church bells. and it would be
a sad loss if one of the few reminders of a
peaceful, tranquil age were restrained, or
were to cease, leaving only the raucous
din of motor traffic and the dealening
noise oi jet aircraft above our heads.
These are the things which should be
controlled, not the sound olchurch bells
which harm no one. but whose sound
lifts the heart and mind by the promise
of a better lile to come.'



Courtesy of The Shoftesbury Society

Psalms of Life

'Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me, for rny
soul trusteth in thee.'

Ps, 57.1
2t



Carlo Carretto, at the age offorty-four,
aJier an aclive life in the service of thc
Church in ltaly, Jelt an unmistakable
call lo leave everything and go to the
desert, giving God not his actions but
his prayers and love. There, in the
depths of the Sahara, he joined the Little
Brothers of Jesus ftiunded by anolher
Frenchman, Charles de Foucauld. After
some years he wrote the 'Letters from
the Desert', telling his many friends,
whose addresses he had destroyed in the
self-denial of his new life, the lessons
he had learnt in the solitude and im-
mensities to which he had gone. These
lelters have become a spiritual classic.
In this second e.ylract Carlo Carrelto
speaks of learning to love God.

1r is clear we are made to love. The
I difficulty is to establish what to
love and how.

The love of God is by nature pure,
balanced and holy, whoever is domin-
ated by it lives in deep peace, has an
ordered view of things, and knows the
meaning of true freedom. But the love
of God, too, passing into man's heart,
must be worked at, cultivated, pruned,
fertilised. And the most uncompro-
mising farmer is God himself.

Above all, love must be purified.
What does it mean, to purify love? It
means releasing love lrom the fetters
of the senses and from the pursuit of
22

pleasure. In other words, making it
free to grow in our hearts.

We often fail to realise the depth of
evil, terrifying as it is. I am speaking
of the selfishness of good people,
devout people, those who have
sr-rcceeded through spiritual exercises
and self-denial in being able to make
the proud profession before the altar
of the most high: 'Lord, I am not like
the rest of men.'

Wrong motives
Yes, we have had the audacity at

certain times of our lives to believe
we are different from other men. And
here is the deepest form of self-
deception, dictated by self-centredness
at its worst: spiritual egotism.

I believe very strongly that a large
proportion of the good intentions of
strivings to seek God are ruined in this
way. One can reach the point of
consecrating one's sell to God for
egotistic motives.

There is no Iimit to such self decep-
tion. And the past, once entered upon,
is so slippery that God has to treat us

harshly to bring us back to oLlr senses.

But there is no other way of oPening
our eyes. It has to be painful.

How can we possibly entertain the
idea that we are diflerent from other
men, when we shout, cry, feel afraid,
lack determination, and behave



atrociously, just like everybody else?
It is the purification ol love, the

refining fire which exposes our naked-
ness. And God himself, who is love, is
not powerless. On the contrary,
because he is love he acts with greater
determination.

If the soul does not free itself by
way of the Cross it can never be free.
It is a tremendous surgical operation
which the Father himself carries out
on the flesh of his son in order to save
him. And it is a dogma of faith that
without the Cross there is no forgive-
ness. A mystery, but it is so. Pain
purifies love. It makes it true, real,
pure; and in addition it gets rid of
what is not really love. It frees love
from pleasure which falsifies it.

When the flood of pain has passed
over the soul, what remains alive can
be considered genuine. Certainly not
much remains. Often it is reduced to a
singed shrub. But on this the dove
of the Holy Spirit may rest to pour
out his grace.

Love freely given
It is reduced to a 'yes' murmured

amongst tears and anguish, but
echoed by the all powerful'yes' of the
dying Jesus. It is reduced to a child
who has ceased to argue with God.

In this state the soul is capable of a
love which is freely given. It can no
longer bear any other kind ol love.
It feels nausea when faced with senti-
ment. It loathes calculated love. It has
flnally entered into the logic of God.

@ tlZZ OrUis Books, New York. These extracts
are taken from Lcttars ltotrt thc Dcsart 6y
Carlo Carretto, published by Darlo!1 Longman
& Todd, at 90p. Available liom any book-
seller.

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH
If you pray 'thy will be done', who
is there to do it but you?

Mother Eva Mary
THE ANCLICAN DICEST

As a Maller
of facl...
A summer story to warm the winter.
For over 85 years on Sunday after-
noons in July and August boaters from
Canada and the USA gather at Hall
Moon Bay, Ontario, for ecumenical
services. They arrive by canoe, row-
boat, hoLrseboats and large power boats,
and stay in them during the service.
Scouts in canoes distribr-rte prayer and
hymn books, and take the collection.
It soLrnds great.

Jeff is No Mutt
'Jef is a woman. and a minister in the
United Relormed Church. Her call to
the ministry came when she was over
sixty and she was given charge of an
East End chLrrch for two years. Ten
years later, according to the Chr-rrch
Army Review, at a time when most
people of her age like to put their feet
rup, she is busier than ever, with over-
sight of two churches and a diary full
ol speaking engagements.

Ssh !

Gloucester Cathedral has a whispering
gallery dating from 1350 which is
55 ft long. A whisper at one end can
be heard perfectly at the other. A
lTth century choir school master had
an inscription put up there which
reads:
'Doubt not but Cod who sits on high
'Thy secret prayers can hear
'When a dead wall thus cunningly
'Conveys soft whispers to the ear.'

Quote From the Past
When a delegation of nrinisters from
the north ol America asked Abraham
Lincoln if he believed that God was
on their side in the war between the
States, he replied that the proper

to next Poge
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POE'TS'
CORNER
The winning entry this month is pub-
lished below and receives a f3 Book
Token. Other winning entries lor this
competition will be printed throughout
the year. Send your entries to Poetry
Competition, The Sign, The Alden
Press. Osney Mead, Oxlord OX2 OEG.

THE GATE
A sturdy three year old in corduroy,
You'd climb the gate to that rough

Suffolk field,
Soft hair wind-blown and cheeks a-

glow, a boy
Whose very joy in life must ever yield
Delight to all. 'See geese! see geese!'

you'd cry,
And shake the gate, and offer crusts of

bread,
And then the waddling birds would

squawk and fly;
Together we would watch them over-

head:
That gate would open for me any day
And in the field we'd wander hand in

hand.
But now in fields Elysian you play
Beyond the gate at which we mortals

stand.
Yet love endures, and time cannot

divide,
And that gate too one day shall open

wide.
SYLVIA NORTON

As a Motter of foct continued

question was not whether God was
on their side, but whether they were
on God's side.

If you have an inleresling paragraph for
lhis page, send il, cut out or copied out,
to Micheal Jacob, clo The Sign, The
Alden Press, Osney Mead, Oxford
OX2 OEG.
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One Column
Bible
CommentarY
WILLIAM NEIL
FI-HE Letter of Paul to Philemon, one
I of the shortest in the New

Testament, is also one of the most
fascinating. It was written to one of
Paul's old friends, a wealthy citizen
of Colossae in Asia Minor, who had
become a Christian as a result of Paul's
preaching of the gospel. By now the
old apostle was a prisoner in far-off
Rome awaiting trial but still allowed
to preach, and among his recent
converts was a young slave, Onesimus,
belonging to Philemon, who had
robbed his master and sought refuge
in the capital of the Empire. We may
hazard a guess that this was a story
like that of the Prodigal Son, and that
when the youngster was down and out
he had turned to his master's old
friend for help. At all events he had

, become his devoted servant.
Paul was writing to the Christian

community at Colossae which met in
Philemon's house, and he took the
opportunity to enclose a note to
Philemon about Onesimus, who was
to accompany the bearer of the letter,
asking him to forgive his runaway
slave and offering to make good his
debts. Onesimus had made his peace

with God but that was not enough.
He had an obligation to his master
and must return and take his punish-
ment which in Roman law could have
been death. But Paul was sending back
a slave to a master who had both
become brothers in Christ, and the
proof that his plea for forgiveness was
successful is that the letter is now in
the New Testament. Paul's gospel of
reconciliation was working!



3 u. o :I, o R
no you like watching JackanorY2

LJ Plenty of mums do. as well as

their children! C)f course, if you can't
read or write (until recentlY most
people in the world couldn't do either)
then the only way You can enjoY a

story is to hear it told.
People in the East are particularly

fond of stories. But they don't listen
to them in quite the same way as we do.
At the end, you quite likely saY, 'Is
that true?' You mean, 'Is that a fact?
Can you prove that it all actuallY
happened?'But an Eastern child, lrom
India or Palestine, the country where
Jesus lived, wouldn't ask that. He'd
say, 'What do You want me to find
out from this story?'

So when the PeoPle of Palestine sat

round their camPfires at night, long,
long ago, they learned a good deal
from the stories that the wise old men

told. Many of these stories were about
the beginning of the world. Why had it
begun? Why had God made it? In
some nearby countries, PeoPle said

that the world was made by accident.

:P, .A c :8,
They said that it was made out of
watir, or out of the dead bodY of a

dragon. They said that men were made

to be toys for sun-gods or moon-gods
to play with.

He;d made the sun and moon, and

he was greater than theY were. God
was the beginning of all lifle. And he

hadn't made it by accident. He wanted
to make it, and he wanted to fill it with
men and women and children, in just

the same waY that PeoPle who get

married want to make a home and

have children to live in it. They want

children so that they can love them'
God wanted People, so that he could
love them. That's what the story of the

beginning

Competi
What's your favourite story out of the

Bible? Tell me its name and whY You
like it best. Send your answer to Pamela

at 'The Sign', The Alden Press, OsneY

Mead. Oxford OX2 0EC, not forgetting
to add your name, address and age' Prizes

for the best.

Weareverylucky-lotsolchildrenwholearntoreadinothercountriesfinditveryhardtoBet
books. They don't have l."lti,"r"'i"'i'i"i.-'irr'e"t' t"a thev. certa.inlv o"i't n3-'". 

Lllt]:,1:b,t^"."^::i
3:1ii;';;'. ;'il,'.ffi:";";;;;: il,l; ;;;J;. ?"-h'*r Coi ro' th" peopre who buv books ror our

library and stamp them *t."n *e take them out_ and perhaps tell us stories in the holidays, tool
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Wotnertts World
A RECENT article in a leading church

tP\ ne*rpuper vividly described the
hypnotic and sinister effect of ceaseless

television watching on two small
children. 'Why do they listen?' asked
the distracted mother. 'I could turn it
off: but they will scream. . . . WhY do
they prefer to listen to what must be an
incomprehensible discussion on the
pill rather than play in the garden?'
she added. The children were aged five
and seven.

This is by no means an unusual case.
Is it possible that we really are breed-
ing a nation of viewers, not doers? If
so, this is a tragedy because there were
never more opportunities than today
for making and doing things, even
for those tied to the honre.

Turning out a cupboard recentlY, I
came upon a lop-sided brightlY-
coloured little cardboard man, which

had been drawn, coloured, cut out and
stuck onto a rough Piece of Painted
wood years ago by one of our small
sons. As an artistic effort it is startling.
But nothing would induce me to
throw it away, for the message

solemnly inscribed on the back is
significant: 'In memory of the birth
of Catherine.' Thus was our third
child's arrival celebrated, and I
remember still the eager and anxious
presentation of this gift by its creator.
So whether it be a child's drawing, or a
adult's beautiful piece of carving or
embroidery, there is nothing quite like
the deep satisfaction of producing
something of Your very own.

HOME ART AND CRAFTS

A f I book-token wilt be offered for
the most interesting account of a home
activity which has brought You

LIFE WITH BARNABAS by Grohom Jeffery

l. In ntany vuys, Sanr
my, lhis x'ind remind.s
trre of the Holy Spiril.

2. ll/e don'I know vvhere
il contes front, or where

3. And il's so invigor-
oting the way it blovs
through our lives,

4. And though we con
fcel it, anrl sec it blott''
ing our scarues, we
cqn't acluallv sae lhe
t ind itself.

il's going

l.r--; ).,1 ,\,q



pleasure or Profit' Send to me, Anne
Arnott, at THE SIGN, The Alden
Press, Osney Mead, Oxford OX2
0EG, by FebruarY the l9th.

Make do and mend

Many people learnt the secrets of
make do and mend during the War
and if, as seems llkely, clothes prices

increase, these skills will be more
important than ever.

Current fashions could be helPful
and the vogue for Patchwork and
appliqu6 in dress needs only a little
imagination to be used to advantage.
The knees and elbows of children's
slacks and jackets, for instance, can be

very attractively reinforced. Choose a

bright contrasting material, and,
making sure the material 'gives' in the
same direction as the basic garment,
cut a diamond or a heart-shaped patch
the size you want Plus about i" to
spare all round. Turn in edges and
tack in place. Sew on with herring-
bone, buttonhole or feather stitch.

Many women who are at home

during the day gain a double benefit
from attending evening classes as it is

an opportunity to meet people as well

Photo: Dennis Monsell

as to learn. And if dressmaking does
not appeal there are all sorts of other
courses such as carpentry and leather-
work, not to mention regional crafts
like making Somerset corn dollies or
Dorset buttons.

Il you cannot manage to get tc
classes in the craft you would like to
try-browse in yor.rr local book shop.
Or even in the library. There are any
number of excellent books of instruc-
tion. One recent ptrblication, Making
Glove Puppets by Esme Mclaren
(published by Bell f,3.50) describes a
hobby that would be ParticularlY
enjoyed by the younger members of
the family. They, and you, would also
get plenty of fun from making doll's
house furniture from household scraps
like matchboxes and cotton reels.
Though hardly a craft this is a good
occupation for wet winter daYs !

And, talking of scraps, how about
real proper patchwork ? This is

lo next Poge

7, And sonelintes LIe scttcls ur
on journe.ls ve didn' t cx Pa< t,
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Women's World continued

becoming tremendously popular and it
is of great practica! use for bedspreads
and cushions. You have only to visit
the American Museum near Bath to
see what works of art can be achieved.

Sewing Bees may savour of our
grandmother's day; but if you have a
Church Bazaar or a fund raising effort
coming up how about having a couple
of friends round once a week for
coffee and get them to help you make
a patchwork quilt or even a set ol
dolls in historic costume ? For these
you need only some small dolls, some
scraps of satin and brocade, a book on
historical costume borrowed from the
library and you can make Henry VIII
and all his wives!

Recipe-Griddle scones
To go with the coffee at your Sewing
Bee try these griddle scones with
butter and honey:

Sift together in a bowl 4 oz plain
flour, pinch of salt, 3 teaspoons
baking powder, 2 tablespoons sugar.
Beat together I egg, i pint milk, I
tablespoon cooking oil. Make a well
in centre of dry ingredients and pour
the beaten mixture in all at once. Mix
just sufficiently to combine ingre-
dients. Have your griddle or heavy pan
hot and drop dessertspoonfuls on to
it. Turn each scone over as its bubbles
begin to burst and cook just enough
to brown the other side.

ftr^n- *r-,";f
Aidon Whittington-Sir Keith loseph continued

of the alcoholics to those of the deal
and the mentally ill. But what about
down-and-outs and vagrants, often so
difficult to reach?

'The Salvation Army and Church
Army are great stalwarts here.'

Married to an American sculptress,
with one son and three daughters, Sir
Keith doesn't think politics need
interfere with family lifle.
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llurge's

\[/HEN a mother brings her child
Y V to me with the complaint that

he is deal and cannot hear his teacher
at school I ask myself if he or she is
merely inattentive. Children can
become deeply involved in a Walter
Mitty existence before the turn of their
'teens. They unconsciously ignore a
good chunk of the conversation
directed at them by loving parents.
Perhaps they carry the habit into
school. Mental concentration is a hard
discipline to learn.

A childhood tale
When I was a child my headmistress

told my mother that I was substandard.
My mother interviewed our school
medical officer to press her view that t
was deaf. Hard words decided the
issue. A Harley Street consultant
assured my mother that catarrh was
obstructing my hearing. He duly
washed out my sinuses and inflated
my eardrums. I continued my school
career in a substandard fashion and
failed to justily the hopes of Mr Harley
Street. Truth to tell I was truant lrom
my lessons. I stayed on at school-and
failed all my examinations. As soon
as I lelt school the scales fell from nry
eyes; private and personal study soon
redressed the balance.

Many late developers may adopt
some such a simple alibi as deafness to
resist being pushed too hard by ambi-
tious parents or teachers.



MONTHLY STORY BY ANN LEWIS

Granny and the Escalator

r tr IHEN one thinks of the parable
VV of the Ten Virgins, it is ihe five

who were wise who should spring
most readily to n.rind, having of course,
the excellent modern parallel of the
story in the Guide and Scout Move-
ment with its laudable motto, 'Be
Prepared.'

That awful Monday
Alas, with far more experience of

being found wanting, it is the other
five with whom we, in our household,
have more identification. And I anr
put especially in mind just now of that
awful Monday I took our grannie up
the new escalator in our local store.

Nothing whatever to do with oil of
course (although the oil in the machine
working those stairs was of superla-
tive quality, and was,-I would take
my oath on it-moving them along at
something like twenty miles an hour).
The experience did, however, hint very
strongly at my foolhardiness and gave
me some inkling ol what the slap-
happy lassies in the wedding story must
have felt when the midnight cry went

i I I ustr oti on : P otr i cio F ros t

rup and they were left in the lurch.
Not, nrind yor-r, that I pressed our

grannie into trying the escalator.
When you're eighty and almost at a
standstill through Arthritis. it goes

without saying that extrelne solicitude
and the gentlest care possible are the
unwritten rr-rles. On the other hand, our
grannie was born in the Naughty
Nineties and lives up to the name of
her generation.

'Where are the slippers?' she asked
when we finally staggered into the
shop. 'I want to see them.' Having
tried, withotrt sLrccess, the tack that
slippers were only in season at Christ-
mas, I reluctantly admitted that they
were on the next floor.

Fienty of time
'Come on then, let's go uP. There's

plenty of tinre, ne don't have to be
hon.re yet awhile' And then, seeing
this innovation to olrr local store, she
cried inrpetrLously, 'Look ! That'll carry
me np u,ithout effort.'

I reccgnised a potential Waterloo
to nexl Poge
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straight away. But there was no
gainsaying her, so I made what hasty
mental plans I could and off we went.

As we approached the thing I said,
'Now, which is yor.rr better leg ?,
She pointed to the left one. 'Okay.
Take nty arm firn.rly and put your left
leg on first.' lt seented fool-prool.

But this is where my oil-can let me
down. I forgot to tell her to lift the bad
leg when she stepped on the first stair,
with the resr,rlt that she determinedlv
kept it flat on the floor.

Getting down again
'Dear Heaven!' I panicked as we

clung to each other,'she's going to
split clean up rhe middle and all that
will be left will be her hat.' Bur by
now we were ignominioLrsly half way
lup, and the greater terror seized rne-
how to get her olTat the other end. . . .

Just as we never heard in detail what
happened in the end ro the five foolish
virgins, so the ntentory of the end ol
grannie's escalator escapade has been
blotted fronr my nrind. Like amnesia in
an accident. That we got off, ofcourse,
was nor in dispute. (And she was far
less scathed over the adventure than I.)
But when she had seen the slippers and
everything else on that lioor, I gave
her no choice for the descent. My lamp
was absolr.rtely dry ol oil. I said with-
out compronrise,'Even if it takes Lrs

till closing time, we uill co donn hv
thesteps.' - ' 

l

Bishop John Churles, tha subjcct of Jtnuctv
fer\ondlitr portiit. wus u\-\i\tttil! Bishop itf
Chalmslord und not o!'London.

Advertisement
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Your Service prolessionally recorded will

Tel: 0l-995 1661
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W. E. Shewell-Cooper's
GARDENING NOTES
1N going through my correspondence
I month by month, I find there are
many letters that refer to February,
so I thought this month I would devote
the whole article to answering queries.
You will see that the subjects are
qLrite varied.

Anchusas
T.Y.,-You may propagate your

Anchusa by making root cuttings now.
Lift the plant with as many roots as
possible and then cut the thick fleshy
roots into pieces about 2 inches in
length. To show which is the lower
part of the root, make the lower cut a
slanting one and the top cut straight
across. Insert these cuttings into a
sandy compost in a 5 inch pot. Push
the cuttings down into the compost,
pointed end first, until the tops are
jLrst below the soil; * inch should be
allow'ed between each cutting. Once
the pot is filled, rap it on the bench
and press the soil around the cuttings
with yoLrr fingers.

Rock garden plants
M.K.N.,-There are drought-resis-

tant plants for the rock garden, but
they have very long Latin names. I will
mention three: Zauschneria califlor-
n ica, Othonnopsis cheirifolia and
OdontospermLtm maritimum. The first .

one loves a dry wall and quick drain-
age. It grows about l2 ins. high and is
covered with scarlet flowers. The
second one trails along bearing yellow
daisy flowers in July. The third one has
evergreen bluey foliage which looks
attractive during the Winter. I have
heard it called the Alrican Ragwort.

The blue poppy
G.L.,-The blue poppy is called

Meconopsis. It came originally from
Tibet, though others have been intro-
duced since from Nepal and other



Sowing parsnips
C.M.H.,-I doubt if you can sow

your parsnips much before the third
week in February-so much dePends
on the weather. You could plant your
Jerusalem artichokes and make a
sowing of spinach at the same time"
Box up the seed potatoes directly they
arrive so as to sprout them. The
lettuces you have got in Your cold
frames can now be planted out into
sheltered beds and covered with
cloches.

Cyclamen
R.P.,-Yes, you can raise Cyclamen

from seed; in fact, a February sowing

Photo: Suttons 5eeds, Limited

should produce you a batch of nice
plants to bloom freely in October. The
soil should be light and porous and the
clrainage in the 5 inch pot very good.

Adverlisement

The I
Fund
because
a lt is entirely financed from

voluntary contributions and
devotes more than 95p of
pound donated to cancer
researc h.

O lts laboratories at Lincoln's Inn
Fields offer unrivalled facilities
and are the largest independent j

centre for cancer research in
Europe.

O It is committed to an expanding
research programme and its
hopes for the future depend on
YOUR SUPPORT NOW.

For everyone's sake support I.C.R.F. now with an offer of help
or a donation. lt makes sense.

Donations may be sent to: l.C.R.F., Dept. 178,
P.O. Box123, Lincoln's lnn Fields, London, VVC2A 3PX.

The main /aboratories at Lincoln's lnn Fields

H fuI THE OUEEN
President:

The Honourable
Angus 09ilvY
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LETIERS FR.OM FR,IENDS

From Mr. and Mrs. Sidebottom:
" Barbara and I would Iike to say a most sincere " thank you " to our

friends in St. Nicholas for the handsome garden seat which occupied pride
remcval van on 7th January. the

of our new home near Newbur I of
It is also lookrng forward to our

it us and who will of course be me'
Our thanks are not only for the fine present but also for the fellowship we
have enjoyed during the years at St. Nicholas."

From Mr. Bernard Itraynes who lives at Somersharn in Huntingdonshire :

" About a month ago I looked in the " dear old Church " and nevetr
have I seen a church kept so beautiful. All the seating looked to have
been polished and the " Croke " memorial has been most beautifully
restorad. I was pleased to see the chandelier hanging back in the chancel."

(A letter like this is such an encouragement to all who do their
best to keep the church looking iovely - Thank you to the
" polishing party ! ")

BIBLE R.EN)ING F"ELLOWSHIP
Mrs. Lucas has one or twor sets of notes for any who would care to

ioin. Flease get in touch with her at 9 Talbot Road.

VESTRY MEETING
History was made in St. Nicholas' Church on Sunday, 6th January-

the Feast of the Epiphany-when the Vestry meeting was held in church
after the Parish Communion. As a result of this the following were
elected to serve as Churchwardens for the forthcoming year :

Vicar's l7arden : Mr. V. Cardy, 110 Staunton Road, Headington.

People's Warden : Mr. B. G. Oliver, 13 Jack Straws Lane, Headington.

Deputy Warden. Mr. A. Raban, 9 Clays Close, Marston.

Mr. B. G. Oliv,er is also Church Treasurer and any matters concern-
ing the finance of the Church can always be referred to him'

CARNML 33 - Spring }troliday Weekend 1974

The Oxford Area Arts Council intends to hold a Carnival in the New
Oxfordshire (Area 33) over the Spring Holiday Weekend beginning Sat-
urday, 25th May,1974.



' The Council invites organisations of all kinds (e.g. schools, churches,
village hall committees, community associations, and business organisa-
tions) as well as those specifically concerned with the arts, to, become
involved in this exciting project by organising their own events as part of
the Carnival, events which it is hoped might spark ofi a continuing interest
in the community.

The Council has a certain nunaber of plans in hand, and many
suggestions. Those interested, or who are prepared to offer help, are asked
to contact the Carnival Co-ordinator :

Mrs. Faynia !flilliams,
24 Winchester Road. Oxford.
TeL : Oxford 59651.

The C-ouncil organiser's letter ends with the words : " Let's beat the
C,risis Gloom by planning a Carnival that will set Oxfordshir, 51177in9 l "

BE THANKFUL FOR SMALL MERCIES !

The Church Times reports that a recent visitor to a church read on
the service paper " PARISH COM /IUNION (Series 110). They were
relieved to know it was only a typographical error !

CONGRATULATIONS
C.ongran:lations to those married recently-Philip Bird and Jennifer

Barrett and to Raymond North and Betry Parker.
S7elcome to Robert Michael !7ebb received into Christ's Family on the
13th Januarn 1974.

CHILDREN OF' THE CHURCXI
Thanks to all those children who helped to make our Family Service

on the lst Sunday in Januaty such a happy one. W'e look forward to
welcomiug all p,arents and children to our next Family Service on 3rd
February at 11.15 a.m.

Thankyou also to Karen Arthur and Anne Bolton for a gift of a pound
to the Church-the proceeds of their carol singing.



CHURCH G LOCAL CLUBS, SOCIETIES, ETC.
CHURCH

Bell Ringers. Sec. : Mr. A. Gammon, 50 Oxford Road.
Brownies: Brownie Guider: Miss I. Read, 6 Cotswold 

t:i:itr;,
Cub Scout Leader: Mr. A. J. Roberts, 54 Cherwell Drive, Tel. 40879.
Girl Guides:
Parish Magazine : Deaconess O. Lodge, 5 Elsfield Road. Tel. 47956.
Mothers' Union: Hon. Sec. : Mrs, D. Cardy 110 Staunton Road,

Headington. Tel. 61116.
Parochial Church Council. Sec,: Mrs. M. Harlow, Fir Tree lfouse,

Oxford Road.
Scouts. Scout Leader : Mr. N. J. Hughes, 53 Arlington Drive.

Group Scout Leader: Mr. W. Furber, 30 Colley I7ood.
Kennington. Tel. 34051.

Stewardship : Miss E. Warburton, Cross Cottage, OId Marston.
Tel. 47339.

St. Nicholas, Marston Wives :
Group Leader : Mrs. R. B. Wells, 14 Raymund Road. Tel. 40357.
Secretary : Mrs. P. Lessiter, 62 Cherwell Drive. Tel. 43120.

Bible Reading Fellowship :
Sec. : Mrs. R. Lucas, 9 Talbot Road, Oxford. Tel. 55739.

Marston Times Editor : Mr. A. Raban, 9 Clays Close. Tel. 65130.
LOCAL

Nlotment Association. Sec. : Mr. R. Bowen, 135 Oxford Road.
British Legion. Marston & District Sec.: Mr. F. Thompson, 5 Temple

Street, Oxford.
Marston Players : Roy Harvey, l8 Minster Road. Tel. 41228
Marston Residents' Associatioa: Secretary : Mr. G. A. Hine,

21 Raymund Road. Tel. 40482.

Over 60's CIub : Secretary : Mrs. V'. Tomlinson, 35 Oxford Road.
Parish Council. Chairman : Mr. J. E. Busfield, ('Mallards," Mill Lane.

Parent-Teacher Association
St. Nicholas: Mr. Norman C. Jones, 52 Elms Drive.
Harlow School: Mrs. J. Hodgkins, 31 Elms Drive.

Women's Institute : Miss E. 'l7arburton, Cross Cottage, Old Marston.
Tel. 47339.

USEFUL INFOR.MA,TION
District Nurses, 6 Broughton's Close, Old Marston. Tel. Oxford 44417.
Health Visi.tor: Miss Kneisel. Phoqe KIDLINGTON 3502.
Infant Welfare Clinic: The Village Hall, Thrusdays 2-4 p.m.
Library : The Village Hall, Old Marston.

Monday and Vednesday - Closed.
Tuesday - 2 p.m.to 5 p.m. 5.30 to 7.30 p.m.
Thursday - 2 p.m.to 5 p.m. 5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.
Friday - l0 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Over 60's Club. St. Nicholas Church Hall, Mondays at 2.45 p.m.
Registrar of Births, Marriages and Deaths : St. Nicholas' Church HaIl,

Elsfield Road, O1d Marston. Thursdays 4 to 4.30 p.m.
Village Hali. All Bookings to Mr. Tasker, 35 Mitl Lane, Old Marston.
St. Nicholas' Church Hall and Committee Room. A11 Bookings to

Deaconess O. J. Lodge, 5 Elsfield Road, Old Marston. (47956).
Nursery School. All enquiries to : The Village Hall during School hours.
Play Group. AII enquiries to : St. Nichoias Church Hall during school

hours.



DIRECTORY
W'e hope a1l readers will patronise the shops advertiscd
in this Directory where excellent service is assured :

Baby Linen, Children's and Ladies' Wear, Wool, Slippers:
" Joyce's," l8 Cherwell Drive, Marston...........................TeI. 638,16

Baby Linen and Ladies' Wear, WooI, etc. :
5 Salford Road........... ..........,Te1.42126

Butcher (High Class) :
V. C. White (Marston) Ltd., 17 Salford Rd., Old Marston ...Te,, 43L77

Cdterers - Bufiets & \treddiag Receptions :
Cyril & Esme !7eeks, "The Jack Russelt" Salford Road......Tel. 47668

Chemist:
G. A. Teal Ltd., 11 Old Marston Road, Marston...............TeL,43824

Christian Book Shop :
57a St. Clement's Street, Oxford .................TeL,47567

Coal Distributor :
Dunlops, L.M.S. \Pharf, Odord................ .TeL 4242L

Cut Price Stores:
Trio Sales. Toys, Fancy Goods, Hardware,

Pink Paraffin. 7 Salford Road............ ........TeL.42776
Dairy:

J. \V. Smith, Church Lane, Old Marston........ Tel. 48813
Driving School :

" Lionel " School of Motoring, R.A.C., LA.M., M.O.T. Approvcd,
12 Cotswold Crescent, Old Marston.. ..,...TeL. 42L26

Electrical Installation and General Repairs :
Cooper & Mills, 60 Marsh Lane ........... ......Tel. 61320

Frozen Foods, Poultry, Greengrocery :
K. & A., 19 Salford Road, Old Marston........ Tel. 42757

Florists & Nurserymeu. Wreaths, Crosses and Wedding Desigas:
Joseph Austin. Specialist in wedding bouquets, wreaths and

all floral designs. Cut flowers, plants. !7orld-wide
Inter-Flora, 51 George Sueet, Oxford .....TeL. 42383

Funeral Directors :
Reeves & Pain, 288 Abingdon Road, Oxford ..Tel. 42529

48817
Greengrocery and Fruit :

Connick, 12 Cherwell Drive........... ...,..... .....TeL. 61736
Grocery, Provisions and Old Marston Post Office:

Hayle's Self-Service, Oxford Road, Old Marston...,. .... ....TcI. 4966E
Hairdressing :

Ladies' & Gent's :
S. T. Greenaway, 402 Marston Road, Oxford............Tel. 48726
Graham Hair Faihions, 9 Salford Road............ ......,..TeL. 4L632

, Marston...... ...Tel. 63842
Har 

ston . . ..... . .. . .. . .Tel, 61668

Newsagen rs and Stationers :

Ba-xte ton Road Oford............Tel. 42123
a

B. I. '...,...".',...Te1.48932
Painter & Decorator, Plumbing & Generd Repairr :

S. Kushmar, 47'Ferry Road, Marston.....'........................TeI. 47189
Radio and Television, Rental, Sales and Sen'ice:

W. R. Hammond & Son Ltd', 404 Marston Road, Oxford'-.Tel. 47706
Taxi - Car Hire (Long or Short lourney-s) : 

-
Marston Taxi-Serv-ice, Mr. & Mrs. Leach,

5 Oxford Road, Old Marston........ ..........TeL.47197
Wavv Line Groceries. Provisioa and Frozen Foods:

eherwell Stores,-2 Cherwell Drive...,........ ..TeI.61667


